
Land Use Master Plan for St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, January 2020  

In September 2019, a team was called to develop a master plan for the St. Andrew campus, which could 

then be utilized as a blueprint for future development.  We asked for suggestions from the 

congregation, staff members, and session regarding the dreams and hopes for our campus. We also 

revisited the work of a previous committee, the Outdoor Building Team (a sub-committee of the Camp 

Cardinal Building Team) that was active in 2014 when the current building plans were being finalized. 

The 2014 team also did a similar exercise by soliciting input from stakeholders. Once the current team 

became aware of the previous work completed, the task was to revisit the recommendations originally 

given and determine whether the Master Plan done in 2014 still serves our congregation. We include 

the following in our Master Plan. 

Parking 

Session had indicated that additional parking be part of the Master Plan to insure that there would be 

adequate space available for parking expansion when congregational growth warrants. Session directed 

that spaces for 350 cars be the future goal.  The church property currently has 185 parking spaces. After 

reviewing the various detailed parking expansion scenarios created by Hall and Hall, our 

recommendation was that space to the southeast corner of the church be reserved for an additional 

parking lot, which could add up to 177 spaces. This location is on a hill and will need re-grading. Parking 

can be built in stages and would eventually provide an additional access point to the lower level of the 

building, close to the Hub. The other option of adding parking to the south of the existing lower lot 

would be a less difficult building site, but could add only 46 more spaces, and the current LFO garden 

and children’s playground would need to be relocated.  

Part of the team’s charge was to determine whether future land needs could be met by the area 

surrounding the church (including the land to the east of the church) which would allow for the sale of 

“Outlot A” and the “Triangle”.  Overall, the existing "Church Lot" is sufficient to incorporate all current 

known land development plans, regardless of economic feasibility.   Expansion of parking to the east lot 

may require a significant amount of capital ($350K - $800K - or more) to comply with the ADA 

Requirements.   

The committee felt that the congregation would need to grow significantly before additional permanent 

parking became necessary. However, occasional need for additional parking has already occurred 

several times, when large events are scheduled at the church, or during a major holy day (Christmas or 

Easter). The need for overflow parking options is an area to be addressed at each time that such a need 

occurs. The best solution could be made on a case-by-case basis, and might be weather related. 

Shuttling people from an overflow site, such as west High School or Borlaug Elementary School, 

encouraging on street parking for those able to walk to church easily, and promoting car pools are all 

options when parking spaces are expected to be tight. 

Outdoor Chapel 

The ‘Outdoor Space Concept Master Plan’ vision from 2014 had included an outdoor chapel located 

south of the church building. Utilizing the slope of the hill facing the woods, the chapel would have 

natural seating into the hill (amphitheater-style). The various levels would have some limestone 

outcroppings and there would be a metal cross as the backdrop to the chancel. The original limestone 

chancel, saved from the Melrose property, has been stored at the Found farm and should be utilized.  



As the chancel was a memorial gift from the Shive family and they were promised that it would be 

utilized at the new property, the team recommends that the chancel be moved to its new permanent 

location in the spring. This would entail leveling a 5’ by 5’ space and pouring a cement slab for 

placement of the chancel. It could then be moved from the Found farm to the church. The rest of the 

outdoor chapel could be developed around the chancel when funds and interest warrant. 

Memorial Garden 

The memorial garden could be placed within or next to the outdoor chapel. It would have an area for 

contemplation, and perhaps memorial bricks to commemorate loved ones (similar to the small Hospice 

Memorial garden area at Willow Creek Park). Emphasis would be on ease of maintenance while being 

esthetically pleasing.  

 

Walking Path 

A path would start at the lower parking lot, go to the outdoor chapel, then wind around the retention 

pond and up the east side of the property to the Schmidt-Rundell prayer area. The path could be gravel 

or mulch/wood chips. Ideally the path between the parking lot and the outdoor chapel could handle the 

weight of a golf cart, which could be used to transport those unable to walk on an uneven surface. 

Orchard 

Heidi Schmidt-Rundell has plans for a small orchard of 4 apple trees and 2 pear trees, and some 

raspberry bushes.  Placing the trees south of the LFO garden, and along the line of the eventual path to 

the outdoor chapel could be lovely. (I need to talk with Heidi again before sharing this with session- and 

she needs to work more with B&G).  

Space east of the building/retention pond 

This is a wide open area that could be used for recreation. As it is currently sloping space, it would have 

limited use if not leveled (Frisbee golf could be set up, but soccer, softball, etc could not). 

 

 

When we asked for suggestions for St. Andrew’s campus we received the following: 

• Memorial garden 

• Outdoor chapel 

• Columbarium 

• Path around the grounds 

• An orchard 

• Prayer space/labyrinth 

• Softball field field (and/or other sports field space) 

• Pavilion 

• Bike path (to feed into the City’s Master bike path plan) 
 

Below are our committee’s recommendations for the suggestions not yet addressed with rationale 

included: 

 

 

 



Columbarium 

The columbarium was a particular focus of attention, as four persons had specifically been interested in 

this. It had been the decision of the former 2014 committee not to recommend a columbarium, but to 

have a Memorial Garden to honor loved ones. Placed near or incorporated within an outdoor chapel, 

people could discretely leave ashes if they wish.   

In 2014, the Outdoor Building Team did an extensive research project regarding columbarium 

construction. The subcommittee was charged with doing a thorough exploration of building a 

columbarium vs. other options.  Findings were presented to session along with the recommendation 

which was to one day include a sustainable memory garden feature at the Camp Cardinal property in 

lieu of any columbarium option. During their research, the team did the following: 

• Met with Dan Ciha (Gay and Ciha Funeral Home) to discuss the columbarium concept vs. a 

sustainable memory garden feature.  Dan provided a wealth of information including: 

o Costs 

o Trends in burial (looking to the future) 

o His personal thoughts on pros/cons 

o He provided catalogs/designs 

• Met with two local churches who have columbarium structures (First Pres and Trinity Episcopal 

Church). They toured their church facilities to look at the structures and also asked their 

opinions.  

• Reviewed vendor information from catalogs, pamphlets, etc. in a variety of designs and 

reviewed a “church planning guide” with regulations. 

Following Dan’s sage advice certainly carried significant weight and he strongly urged us NOT to build a 

columbarium.  The prices started around $80,000 for the First Pres structure. However, prices in the 

catalogs extended much higher for larger structures. There were so many cons that came out including: 

• The fees associated with them are regulated by the state’s funeral industry and they are quite 

strict. It requires an extensive and separate accounting system. 

• Trends are really going a different direction – more sustainable options are preferred by this 

generation included sprinkling cremation remains in a garden area instead of interned in a 

columbarium. 

• The church is responsible for any damage or vandalism to the structures and Dan and the 

churches had enough horror stories on this subject to convince the team of unwanted liability. 

• St. Andrew really pushes sustainability and the space/money that this takes isn’t consistent with 

the underlying beliefs of the majority. 

The current Master Plan committee concurred with these findings and choose not to duplicate this 

research. 

 

Pavilion 

The original concept plan had included a Pavilion (outdoor shelter) to accommodate large gatherings. 

However, the fire pit and outdoor patio as well as the Hub, the MPR and the atrium have served the 

same purpose as would a Pavilion. It was questioned as to whether this structure was needed. In 

addition, the outdoor deck addition (if added at any future juncture) would serve the same purpose as a 

pavilion.  



Bike path  

The City has a bike path parallel to Ralston creek, and someone had expressed interest in having a path 

from the church that fed into this and intersected between 2 bike paths. However, the city’s current 

bike path goes along Camp Cardinal Blvd, which is very close to the church, and the group was unsure of 

how this could be improved upon.  A previous version of the city’s bike plan had a bike path close to the 

church property, but this plan has since been amended, and there is no plan for a bike path that would 

go into the Walnut Ridge area.  

Prayer space/labyrinth 

The Kaspers were asked about incorporating a labyrinth into the outdoor chapel.  To have a permanent 

structure (perhaps like a mosaic or brick work circle) would be costly. An alternative would be to utilize 

the existing canvas labyrinth in an outside area when needed. The chancel area of the outdoor chapel 

might be big enough, or the canvas could be spread on a parking lot or grassy area. Prayer space 

currently exists at the Schmidt-Rundell prayer station.  There are benches in the LFO garden open for 

use, and the outdoor chapel could be used for quiet contemplation once it is built.  The committee felt 

that these provided sufficient spaces for prayer. 

 

 

 


