
Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church 

Special Session meeting 

January 8, 2018 6:30 p.m. 

Elders present: Tim Benson, Sarah Brakke, Jeff Charis-Carlson, Dave DeGroot, Kathy 

Duys, Myrna Farraj, Ann Ford, Margaret Heidger, Bethany Lagani, Cecilia Norris, Beth 

Anne Pigge, Bruce Walker by phone, Joe Whitney, Doug Wildes 

Excused elders: Mark Beerends, William Sparks 

Pastors present Danie DeBeer and Kyle Otterbein 

Guests: Jan Taylor 

Agenda: Discussion of the use of a consultant for the capital campaign. Tom Norwood 

would work on the campaign.  Bruce Walker sent a document.  Church campaign should pay 1st 

2 payments of $5,000 each.  Bruce asked Dave Dierks about spending up to $10,000, and he 

said it would be a good idea.  Tim Benson also sat in on the meeting.  Tom said he didn’t need 

a designated leader before he starts.   

Beth Anne Pigge said she thinks we could do it without him, but wonders if we can get an 

estimate and also an assessment of the congregation’s capacity.       

Bethany Lagani said she feels hesitant to pay almost $50,000K much for this service.  Do we 

feel that our past campaigns have not been successful?  We have used consultants for the past 

campaigns.  $50,000 seems like too much to her.  But we will wait for the projections before we 

decide to spend the $50,000.  Tim Benson said we would still do the work, but the consultant 

organizes it.  Tim said he wasn’t favorable at first, but realizes that we probably do need a 

“coach” to help with this and keep us on track.   

Consultant will do an initial assessment for $9,730 and then come back with the result.  If we 

then proceed with him we will pay about $40,000 more.  Norwood says he can raise about 3 

times our annual budget.  The Finance team trusts session to decide.  Kyle reported that staff is 

also willing to let session lead on this.  If it was going to be the same consultant (Larry Dean, 

now retired) as the 3 previous campaigns, staff wouldn’t be favorable.  Alternatively, there is a 

$2,000 conference coming up, which could train 2 people from SAPC.  Jan Taylor asked about 

this person’s experience with similar churches, which is not clear though he has had experience 

with churches into 2,3 and 6 capital campaigns.   

$4,865 is due with our signed contract, then a further $4,865 = $9,730.   After completion, if we 

decide to use this service, we would pay $6,486 instalments periodically up to about $48,000.   

Motion following recommendation from the team of 3 who interviewed Tom Norwood: Session 

authorizes Tim Benson to sign the contract with Horizon Stewardship Company, according to 

the recommendation of the ad hoc team of Tim Benson, Bruce Walker and Beth Ann Pigge. 

Passed.  Bethany voted no, Myrna abstained. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Ann Ford, Clerk of Session Danie DeBeer, Interim Pastor 


