
Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church 

Session meeting 

November 29, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 

Minutes Draft 

 

Attending elders: Mark Beerends, Tim Benson, Sarah Brakke, Jeff Charis-Carlson, 

Dave DeGroot, Kathy Duys, Myrna Farraj, Ann Ford, Margaret Heidger, Bethany 

Lagani, Cecilia Norris, Beth Anne Pigge, William Sparks, Bruce Walker, Joe Whitney, 

Doug Wildes 

Excused elders: all present 

Guests: John Benson and Chris Charis-Donelson 

Pastors: Danie DeBeer present, Kyle Otterbein absent. 

1 Guests: John Benson and Chris Charis-Donelson 

2. Devotions & Opening Prayer – Danie de Beer read from Luke’s apocalyptic 

vision in chapter 23, then opened with prayer. 

3.-4.    CONSENT AGENDA AND MOS REPORT  

Pastor Danie pulled from the MOS Consent Agenda a discussion of Marcia 
Murphy’s request to have St. Andrew co-sponsor a reading of her new book and 
a community-wide discussion of mental health issues.  

Motion: The Session and congregation of St. Andrew support and co-sponsor a 
talk on January 12, 2019, by Marcia Murphy at the Iowa City Public Library 
Meeting Room A, from 1:00-3:00 pm, about her new book, “To Loosen the Bonds 
of Injustice.”  MSC 
Moved: Danie DeBeer 
 
Motion: To approve the Consent Agenda, including the remainder of the MOS 
Consent Agenda and the minutes for meetings on October 25, 2018, and Nov. 1, 
2018.  MSC  

 

5.        Clerk’s Report – Ann Ford 

Attendance: Communion Sunday Nov 4: 286.  Average weekly attendance for 
Octobers: Oct 2018; 317/week.  Oct 2017; 239/week.  Oct 2016; 
229/week.  October 2015; 297/week.  Our average weekly attendance has 
improved and is now higher than before we moved from our old location.   
 
Baptisms: from Kyle, a request for baptism for Addison Koeppel, daughter of 
Josh and Lori Koeppel. Also request baptism for Tyler Brophy, son of Keith and 
Anne Brophy (soon-to-be members). 
Motion: Approve this baptism.   MSC 



 
New Members: At Lunch with Leaders November 11th, Danie hosted 6 people, 
4 of whom wish to join Saint Andrew.  Attending elders were Dave DeGroot, Tim 
Benson, and Ann Ford.  The people who wish to join as members are Brian and 
Michelle Juber, and Jeremy and Sarah Penn.  They will be transferring their 
memberships from other churches.  After answering the required questions, 
Danie arranged that they may be received at the 11 a.m. church service on 
December 16.    
 
Motion: That these individuals be accepted into our church membership: Brian 
Alan Juber and Michelle Anna (Hopp) Juber and Philippa (born 02/07/2018); and 
Jeremy Daniel Penn and Sara Rebecca Penn, and Isaac Samuel Penn (b. 
08/21/2012) and Eleanor Hannah Penn (b.03/10/2017) MSC 
 
Correspondence: We received an e-mail from Rebecca Blair, thanking us for 
hosting the Presbytery meeting November 15. (Ann Ford also provided an oral 
report from that Presbytery meeting.) 

 

6.         Leadership Team Reports: For Children and Family ministries Sarah Brakke 

described the School’s Out day planning and results.  She and others worked with the 

Student and Family Advocate at Weber Elementary. We plan to invite some students 

from Horn and Borlaug to the next school holiday camp on Martin Luther King day on 

January 21st, along with the participants from Weber.  

6.1       Interim Senior Pastor – Danie de Beer gave a brief report. 

6.2 Director of Children and Family Ministries:  Sarah Brakke described the 
School’s Out day planning and results.  She and others worked with the Student 
and Family Advocate at Weber Elementary. We plan to invite some students 
from Horn and Borlaug to the next school holiday camp on Martin Luther King 
day on January 21st, along with the participants from Weber. 

7. Rocket Docket – (Need information for this.) 

8. Team Reports for action  

8.1 Finance Team Report  

8.1.1 Financial Report (Dashboard) – John Benson reported that we are $64,000. 

ahead of the budget for 2018, which we predicted to be at a deficit of $39,000. at 

this time.  This is due to more generous giving and less spending than expected.   

 At the last session meeting Beth Anne Pigge suggested that we invest surplus cash in 

CDs to earn income.  Finance Team decided to put $180,000. from the $360,000 

building fund balance at UICCU at 2.30% for 7 months.  They will also put $70,000 from 

the designated fund in Hills Bank at 2.50% for 13 months.  This will also provide 

insurance for the excess beyond the FDIC-protected $250,000 amount in Two Rivers 

Bank. 



8.1.2.  Stewardship Progress  Chris Charis-Donelson, who chairs both the 

Stewardship and Capital Campaign teams, provided a very robust outlook on the 

stewardship pledges.  Several session members agreed to call and thank members who 

have pledged for 2018-19. 

8.1.3    Budget The proposed budget for 2019 will be worked out and presented to 

session after the stewardship pledging. 

 

8.2 Land Sales Team – Jeff Charis-Carlson  

 The session went into Executive Session to discuss several impending issues 
involving church property. The discussion came one month before a proposed 
offer on the church’s Outlot A is scheduled to expire. No extension has yet been 
filed.  

The Session expressed support for informing future buyers that the legal terms of 
any proposed purchase agreement will be distributed to the congregation at the 
time of a congregational vote on the purchase. 

 MOTION:  To authorize the Land Sales Team to spend up to $5,000 from the 

Building Reserve Fund to develop a master plan for St. Andrew’s remaining 

property.  MSC 

 

8.3      Personnel Team Kathy Duys and Myrna Farraj reported that the Personnel 
Team is moving forward with session’s decision that the team negotiate a 
contract with Pastor Danie for a second year of interim work. 

 

8.4  Buildings and Grounds  Dave DeGroot updated the Session on the snow removal 
contract — which will be with the same business that provided the service last year. 
(The owner swears they will do a better job this year, and the price is still half what 
others are charging.) 

 
The team members asked for Session guidance on the question of whether outside 
groups/individuals could rent the Sanctuary and use the piano for music recitals. No 
vote was taken, but a consensus was reached that Session was in favor of such a use, 
but the team should consult with the Director of Music Ministries before approving such 
requests. 
 
Dave DeGroot proposed adding plumbing for adding water to the humidifier, so that we 

don’t need to use the garden hose. 

MOTION: Session approves spending up to $1,100 to plumb water to the closet in the 

back of the sanctuary for sanctuary humidification.   MSC 

8.5 Worship – Jeff Charis-Carlson discussed the Advent schedule of events. Also 

Cocoa and Carols between services December 23rd. 

 MOTION: Session calls for three worship services on Christmas Eve: 5 p.m., 7 

p.m. and 11 p.m.  MSC 



 
9.3      Membership roll review  Bruce Walker said work needs to begin on updating 

the rolls.  before we report the number for St. Andrew’s 2019 per capita fees for 

$38 per member.  This is one of the responsibilities of the session as outlined in 

the Book of Order. 

 
Pastor Danie said that he has sent more than 150 letters to inactive members 
who have moved away and heard back from only three who want to be retained 
on the rolls. 
  

10. New Business 
10.1     Marsha Murphy.  See discussion and motion above under 3.-4.  Marcia Murphy)  

 
10.2     Consultation of Religious Communities (CRC) – Outside groups: Cecilia 
Norris gave an update on the church’s connection to the Consultation of Religious 
Communities. 
 
10.3    Small groups – Beth Anne Pigge.  It would be helpful to add contact information 
to the leaflet for each small group.  What team owns small groups? It should not be 
solely the responsibility of staff. The group opportunities should tie in with hospitality 
and the first-time phone calls. 
10.4    Pledges – Beth Anne Pigge suggested that elders volunteer to phone 10 people 
who pledged and thank them. 
10.5    Donated TVs for Atrium.  Two large-screen televisions have been donated and 
will be installed in the atrium area. 
10.6    Church Office Closed Office Closing: Pastor Danie DeBeer announced that 
the office would be closed from noon on Christmas Eve until January 2. Danie said that 
staff and ministry directors will be on call while the office is closed. Information will be 
posted on the church website and the Facebook page, and posted on the upper and 
lower entry doors.  

 
10.7   Capital Campaign:  

Motion: The Session appoints Bruce Walker and Beth Anne Pigge to serve as 
the session’s two representatives on the Capital Campaign Team.  MSC  
(Note: After the vote, Tim Benson also volunteered to serve on the committee.) 

  

11 Continued Spending for Building: The Session is still interested in using the 

remaining available money in the Building Reserve Fund, but there was no 

consensus about how much was left remaining the fund. The question was 

tabled until more information could be brought about the various projects and the 

remaining funding. 

 

12. Adjourned at 9:10 p.m. and closed with prayer. 
13. Next meeting:  Thursday, December 20, 2018, 7 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 



 

E. Ann Ford, Clerk of Session 

 

 
  

 


