
 

Minutes of a Special Session meeting held on 
November 1, 2018, 7:30 p.m.  

 Purpose 
 During its Oct. 25th meeting, the session approved a motion to call a special meeting to 

discuss public feedback to information presented by the Stewardship team during Oct. 
28 Adult Education program and the Stewardship Dessert.  

1. Attending elders: Mark Beerends, Tim Benson, Sarah Brakke, Jeff Charis-Carlson, 
Dave DeGroot, Myrna Farraj, Ann Ford, Margaret Heidger, Bethany Lagani, Cecilia 
Norris, Beth Anne Pigge, William Sparks, Bruce Walker, Joe Whitney, Doug Wildes   

 Excused elders: Kathy Duys,   
 Attending pastors: Danie DeBeer, Kyle Otterbein  
 Guests: Bob Lamkins  

2. Opening Prayer by Danie at 7:30 p.m.  

3. Amend/Approve Agenda 
 A motion to approve the agenda and add a discussion of memo from John Benson is 

receive.     

 Moved: Mark Beerends  
 Second: Doug Wildes MSC  

4. Discussion of Building Use Projects 
Dave DeGroot and Jeff Charis-Carlson presented, with Supporting Materials posted on 
Session page: list of building use projects.  Increase the amount needed for the Prayer 
Room to $11,000. 

Rev Kyle Otterbein informed the session that a memorial gift was recently approved that 
would finish the Prayer Room, provide $19,000 for the MPR project and another $20,000 
for the Building Fund. The session also discussed the need for automatic door openers 
on the handicap-accessible restrooms.  

5. Background Information  

5.1 Memo from John Benson. 
 The list of outstanding expenses on the building has gone down, making available 

another $25,000 to use to finish the building. It was unclear, however, whether the 
$25,000 acoustic paneling for the Sanctuary has already claimed that additional money. 
As a result, the Session decided to allocate not more than $125,000 during the meeting.  

5.2 Update/Report on the Sunday meetings: 
 Sarah Brakke, who attended both Sunday’s Adult Education and the Stewardship 

Dessert, reported that there was a strong consensus among participating congregational 
members that any money spent on the building projects should enhance worship and 
extend St. Andrew’s mission. Members raised questions on whether some of the money 
should be used for staff raises or for fulfilling St. Andrew’s outstanding $27,000 pledge to 
Habitat for Humanity.  Questions were also raised about possible donor fatigue and the 
need to be more aggressive about selling the available tracts of land.  



6. Proposed MPR Completion Project: 
Tim Benson and Bob Lamkins reported a quote for $90,000 to install a Pulastic floor with 
lining for basketball, pickleball, and volleyball courts and to install basketball hoops. A 
total budget of $125,000 was presented to finish the project. The Movement Ministry 
Team has $94,000 available from donations. 
Pulastic floor covering is guaranteed for 25 years.  The project should take about 6-8 
weeks, with a planned starting date of February 1, 2019. 
Additional insurance with these improvements will amount to about $100 per year, due 
to the added value. 

 MOTION 
 Session assigns up to $31,000 from the Building Reserve Fund to the Movement 

Ministry Team to complete the MPR, and authorizes the team to sign a contract for 
the work to be done on the MPR. The design and color scheme for the floor 
should be cleared by the interior team.  
Moved: Jeff Charis-Carlson 
Second: Doug Wildes MSC   

7. St. Andrew’s unpaid Habitat for Humanity-pledge 
 During the 2013 capital campaign, the session had voted to use $52,000 of any 

proceeds from the sale of 1300 Melrose Avenue to use in future Habitat for Humanity 
interfaith builds. Two years later, after the Melrose property was sold, session provided 
$25,000 for an interfaith build to take place in 2016. Several congregation members 
have asked about the unpaid pledge of $25,000 for a build and $2,000 for publicity.  

 MOTION 
 Session authorizes the MOS Team to use $25,000 from the building reserve fund 

to offer to Habitat for Humanity for a future interfaith build. (The remaining $2,000 
of our 2013 pledge will come from a designated fund.) 

 Moved: Cecilia Norris 
 Second: Margaret Heidger MSC  
 
8.   Prioritize other building use projects  

 Doug Wildes rescinded motions 8.1—8.5 without calling for a second for the motions. 

MOTION 
Approve up to $35,000 from the Building Reserve Fund to make improvements to 
the HVAC System in the Sanctuary.  

Moved: Jeff Charis-Carlson 
Second: Beth Anne Pigge MSC  

 

 MOTION 
 Authorize an ad hoc team of Matthew Penning, Tim Patrick and Kyle Otterbein to 

spend up to $8,000 from the Building Reserve Fund to upgrade the microphone 
and sound system. 

Moved: Jeff Charis-Carlson 
Second: Margaret Heidger MSC  
 

10.  Additional Action Items 
 Doug Wildes rescinded motions 10.1—10.4 without calling for a second for the motions. 
  



11. Adjourned and Closed with Prayer at 9:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Ann Ford, Clerk of Session  Danie DeBeer, Moderator  


