
Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church 
Session meeting  

23 August 2018, 7:00 p.m. 
minutes draft 

 
6:00 p.m. We had a finance lesson before the Session meeting, led by Jason Schuchert, 
reviewing our budget and interpreting it.  He provided paper copies and copies of his slide 
show.  Pizza and salad were available. 
 
Attending elders: Mark Beerends, Tim Benson, Sarah Brakke, Jeff Charis-Carlson, Dave 

DeGroot, Kathy Duys, Myrna Farraj, Ann Ford, Margaret Heidger, Bethany Lagani (late), 

Cecilia Norris, Beth Anne Pigge (by phone), William Sparks, Joe Whitney, Doug Wildes 

Excused elders: Bruce Walker 

Pastors: Danie DeBeer, Kyle Otterbein  

Devotions & Opening Prayer at 7:10 p.m. Danie de Beer read from the Book of Revelation, 
chapter 21 on the new Jerusalem – “… the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem…I am making all things new.”  Danie has heard 
about a lot of grief among our members over losing our Melrose church, losing half our 
members and other such losses.  The Book of Revelation can show us our ultimate 
destination. We must trust each other and treat each other in the same relation as our relation 
to God, and the end point is God.   
 
Amend/Approve Agenda Sarah Dyck posted the agenda on the church web page ahead of 
time as we decided at the last Session meeting.  It will be posted Monday before Thursday 
Session meetings. 
 
Consent Agenda  
Motion: Approve MOS report and 19 July Session meeting minutes    MSC 
 
Clerk’s Report   Ann Ford reported 281 attended for communion August 5th.  Starting next 
month she will also include average attendance for the month, which Sarah Dyck keeps on a 
spreadsheet. 
 
Interim Senior Pastor report: Danie de Beer talked about the theology of our strategic 
mission plan, which is about service and mission, not church growth. People go to the church 
closest to their hearts, not their homes.  We need to look for the strengths we have, not those 
we wish we had.  (The Hedgehog concept) When people come into our church they are 
seeking 3 things: help, home, and hope.  According to Kennon Callahan’s book, Twelve Keys 
to an Effective Church, there are 12 relational and functional things that are critical for us.  
Successful churches have at least 9 of the 12 keys he describes.  We need one major program 
which is the best in the community. To be the body of Christ is our mission.  At the September 
16th Session meeting Danie will do a message on our next steps.  On September 23rd we will 
meet in atrium and divide into 2 groups, then come together again in the MPR for discussion. 
 



Music Ministries: The chamber Music evening was very successful.  2018-2019 Season of 
Vocal music is in supporting documents on Session page.  The Music in Worship Schedule 
2018-2019 is also there.  Heather Woodin reports that the 2019 children’s musical is “In the 
Image,” by Mark Burrows, and it will be presented March 31st.  A church member has donated 
money to cover the cost of printing a flyer for the presentation. 
 

Youth ministries: Randy Hausler has reported that our white shuttle bus needs so much 
repair that it is not worth it and it should be sold.  The big blue bus is working well. Through 
Kathy, Randy Hausler is asking for Session permission to sell the white shuttle bus.   

Motion: Allow Randy Hausler to sell the white shuttle bus.     MSC 
  
Rocket Docket:  Dave reported on the maintenance of the HVAC that Doug has found a 
contractor to change the filters.  A new snow removal contractor is needed.  Dave is looking for 
a storage shed which won’t need city approval.  A tractor for maintenance, mowing and 
sidewalks is sought.  Apex, our builder wishes to have our final approval.  We still have wood 
stored in the Heidger garage, and t needs to be moved so the renter can use the garage.  
Sarah on children’s ministry said they are starting another music program and the True Moms 
flyers are available. Jeff said 2017-18 nominating team, at the request of the Deacons, has 
asked Jan Taylor to Taylor to fill in for the first year of Karen Wieting’s three-year term. The 
2018-19 Nominating Team will seek a successor for the remaining two years.”  The Adult Ed 
team has worked to coordinate its offering with Heather Woodin and Matthew Penning to 
provide a unified Christian Education calendar for the programming year. Session agenda was 
on the church web page.  Kathy described youth programs coming up, ETC kickoff, then 
burger bash for junior high kids.  Margaret on Fellowship team and unpacking dishes for the 
kitchen.  Cecilia said the Pittsburgh Project trip was a great success: Cecilia and Kathy 
participated. She is working on opportunities for Council for Religious Communities.  Beth 
Anne reported on Mission partnerships and surveying what we are doing, maybe do that in the 
fall.  She will be helping to set up a home in North Liberty for a person coming out of 
homelessness and she will need people to move mattresses Sunday.  The Presbytery of Iowa 
meeting was held in Vinton last week.  Myrna said a PeaceMaker will be in Iowa City October 
1st.  There are open assignments for new elders on committees. 
 

Finance Report (Dashboard) From John Benson, a Special Request and motion. 

Motion add Michelle DeGroot to the Finance Team, with authority to sign checks and transact 
other banking business on behalf of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, to the same extent as 
the other lay members of Finance Team.    MSC 

Motion: Jeff requested reimbursement for the pizza $68.11 from Session discretionary fund. 
The pizza was served to elders this evening before the finance lesson and meeting.      MSC 
 
Land SalesTeam  In regard to the potential sale of Outlot A, Jeff reported that the clock 
started ticking after Presbytery approval, and Bill Wittig reports that the talks between the city 
and the buyer are moving forward with no red flags.  There has been some interest in the 
triangle lot.   
 



Anniversary/dedication We have a schedule of events beginning October16th.   We will move 
the regular Session meeting to the 4th Thursday, Oct 25th.  The University of Iowa 
Homecoming weekend is October 18th and Saint Andrew will have a community open house 
with big chili/soup supper in the MPR, inviting neighbors.  We will invite all of our Presbytery of 
East Iowa member churches to our opening events.  We will meet to attend the Homecoming 
parade with special t-shirts.  We will sponsor a race for runners or walkers, and an after-game 
organ recital by Shelley Moorman Stahlman, our former organist. Former members and staff 
will be invited.  We will have a potluck lunch after Sunday service.  We have 1450 people on 
the invitation list.   

Motion Jeff will write up events and invitations and have invitations sent.  MSC 

Motion Move Session meeting to Thursday October 25th to avoid conflicts for the opening 
  MSC 
Buildings and Grounds insurance Dave and Doug reporting that, in July, we authorized 
Bruce to change carriers for our insurance and he has done that, which will save money on the 
premiums.   
 
The Building Use Policy was tabled months ago because we didn’t have experience with 
other groups sing the building.  Outside groups will carry their own insurance or we could cover 
for $110 for the events unrelated to our church members.  Or we could have the church 
insurance cover outside groups.   
Motion: Approve the proposed building use policy, which is posted on the Session page under 
Supporting documents 180712 Facilities Use Policy.      MSC 
Motion: Designate any 2 Session members on the Buildings and Grounds team to assess risk 
and approve outside events.    MSC 
 
Building mission partners group, we will ask members to complete a survey of involvements 
of SAPC members in other activities – such as Crisis Center.  Then will compile a list. 
 
Baptism August 19, 2018. Jason Claude Lozama, born July 8, 2016. Parents: Lindsey and 
Anthony Lozama.  Grandparents: Dave and Sally Dierks  
Motion Approve baptism      MSC 
 
Revisions to the Child Protection Policy:  Cecilia has offered revisions. 
Motion: Approve revisions to the Child Protection Policy as presented by the team   MSC 
 
Lettuce Feed Others: In response to a discussion item tabled from the July meeting, the 
Session discussed the relations established between Lettuce Feed Others and the broader 
community. No action was taken.  Kathy reported that she delivered 122 pounds of produce 
from Lettuce Feed Others to the Crisis Center last week. 
 
Buildings and Grounds: Doug said the kitchen installation should be complete soon.  Danie 
said Mediacom was here looking at the internet access possibility and we can hope for 
improved access soon. 
 
Motion to Adjourn     MSC 
  



We closed with prayer at 9:10 p.m.  
 
Next meeting: Thursday, September 20th. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Ann Ford, Clerk of Session Rev. Danie DeBeer, Moderator 


