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INTRODUCTION  

When Elijah gathered the people at Mount Carmel, he gave them a simple task: “If the LORD 
is God, follow Him; but if Baal, then follow him” (1 Kings 18:21). Today such a challenge 
would only confuse people. God has ceased to be the Creator in the minds of many, but has 
become that sorriest of creatures, “God-to-me.” Why can’t some worship Baal, and others 
Yahweh? Why can’t they both be true? We have found the god of our age, and it is us. Our 
calling in this age, as in every age, is not simply to believe. It is not simply to proclaim. We 
are called also in our belief, and in our proclamation, to defend our faith, to give an answer 
for the hope that is within us.  

Sometimes we fail at our charge through our own unbelief; we are unsure of what we 
believe. Sometimes we fail at our charge because of fear, fear that we will be mocked or 
that we will fail. But most often we fail to defend our faith because we know not the reason 
for the hope that is in us. We do not have the tools to defend our faith, and so either flee the 
battle, or enter unarmed.  

The God who showed Himself to be God at Mount Carmel is a great and mysterious God. His 
ways are past finding out, and His thoughts are not ours. But He is not a God of confusion. 
He not only created us, but gave us understanding. He not only created the universe, but 
through the creation makes manifest His being and His glory. He is not only there, He is not 
silent. Our prayer is that through this study your faith will be strengthened, your courage 
will be stiffened, and your answers will be God’s answers. Our prayer is that you will be 
better equipped to be used of God in bringing in the lost and shutting the mouths of false 
prophets of every stripe. Our prayer is that you will be a witness to the Redeemer, Jesus 
Christ.  

For His Glory, R.C. Sproul  

The Introduction to Defending Your Faith: An Overview of Classical Apologetics  
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Apologetics Student Manual: Session 1  

I.  What is Christian Apologetics? 
    Apologetics does not refer to offering an _____________ or _____________.  

“Apologetics” comes from the Greek “apologia”, which means to offer a 
defense or explanation to rebut opponents.  

Christian apologetics is the discipline of offering a _________________ of and 
________________ for the truth claims of the Christian faith.  

Apologetics is an answer to the ____________ question after you’ve already 
answered the ____________ question of the Gospel. 

Apologetics is defensive, defending the truthfulness and reliability of Scripture. 
It is also _______________, attacking false teaching and unbiblical worldviews. 

II. Who Are Christians Apologetics For?  

A. Christians  

Apologetics rest upon Scriptural mandates that we defend the Christian faith.  

1. Christians should be able to ___________ why they have faith in Jesus. 
“Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor 

Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it 
with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so 
that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in 
Christ may be put to shame.” 1 Peter 3:13-16       
   

2. Christians should be able to help each other, especially “young” 
believers, by providing confirmation, assurance and protection to 
those who are not yet able to repel the criticism of skeptics.  
    

3. Christians should be able to _______________ unbiblical worldviews.               
2 Corinthians 10      
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4. Christians should use their ________________ to the glory of God.                                       
2 Corinthians 10, Matthew 22        
  

5. Christians throughout history have used apologetics for God’s glory. 
 Paul (Acts 17, Philippians 1) 
 Justin Martyr’s Apology, written in 155 AD to answer charges of sedition, 
atheism and cannibalism. Calvin and Aquinas during the Reformation. 
 

6. Hindrances to engagement.                                                                                                   
a. ____________ of what others will think of them.                                                         
b. Thinking it pre-empts the role of the ____________________. 
c. Because they are _______________.                
d. Because they think it denies the role _____________, that it assumes the 
position that one can _______________ himself into the Kingdom of God. 
“So, why bother?”  

B. Apologetics are also for Non-Christians  

1. It ______________ non-Christians’ questions and _______________ 
distractions from belief.  

2. Coupled with ________________, it points them to faith in Jesus.  
3. Mutes the noise of _______________ so that the open-minded can truly 

hear the truth claims of Christ. 
“If godly men take these things to heart, they will be abundantly equipped 
to restrain the barking of ungodly men”. In this case, he said it is not 
towards conversion, but to “stop their obstreperous mouths”.               
Calvin’s Institutes  

Obstreperous (adj.): noisily resisting control or defying commands [from 
Latin, obstreperous, noisy]  

4. Helps them recognize their own illogical reasoning.  

Ex. 1 “All major religions are equally valid and basically teach the same             
things.”  

-It’s not true. 
-Such a statement attempts to eliminate doctrine by professing his       
own doctrine that doctrines don’t matter.  
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Ex. 2 “Each religion sees a part of spiritual truth, but none can see the 
whole truth.”  

           Story of the blind men and the elephant.  

How does one know this is true unless he claims to have the superior 

comprehensive knowledge that he says no religion has?  

Ex. 3 “All religious claims are culturally and historically conditioned to be 

‘truth’.”  

Again, see the illogic of exempting himself from his own claim, i.e.     

that his own views are not culturally conditioned.  

Ex. 4 “It is arrogant to insist that your religion is the only right one and then 

try to convert others to it.”  

“Skeptics believe that any exclusive claims to a superior knowledge of 

spiritual reality cannot be true. But this objection itself is a religious belief. It 

assumes God is unknowable, or that God is loving, but not wrathful, or that 

God is an impersonal force rather a person who speaks in Scripture. All of 

these are unprovable faith assumptions that profess their superior way to 

view things.” (Keller)  

If there is any superiority to be had, it is not in the Christian, but in the 
Christian’s Savior! At the very heart of our view of reality is a man who died 
for his enemies, praying for their forgiveness.  

Finally, remember the goal and that our opponents are not non-Christians. Our 
opponent is unbelief, false beliefs and Satan. Keeping this in mind will help us 
fulfill the mission of 2 Timothy 2:24-26. 

“And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able 
to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. 
God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the 
truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the 
devil, after being captured by him to do his will.” 

 

 


