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 THE PROBLEM OF EVIL 
 
The Problem: The existence of pain, or evil. 
 
John Stuart Mill: “If God desires there to be evil in the world, then He is not good. 
If God does not desire there to be evil in the world, yet evil exists, then He is not 
omnipotent.......Evil casts a shadow over God’s love and power. This is no small 
dilemma, and the answers to it are exceedingly difficult.” 
 
I.Common Solutions: Theodicy (a vindication of the divine attributes) 
 

A. Evil is not real-just an illusion. (Eastern mysticism and Christian Scientist) 
Charge:        Since evil is an illusion the way to overcome it is mind over    

                                 matter.  
            Response:  Breaks down and falls flat with human experience. 

                   Jesus treated evil as real in His prayer. (Matthew 6:13) 

 
B. Evil is just good in disguise. (Taoism) 

Charge:     All things are good, even though they may seem bad from our   

                            point of view. (Romans 8:28) 

Response: Romans 8:28 does not say that all things are good, it only says    

                            that all things will work for good – for the elect. 

                            Evil out of which God brings good is real evil. From the betrayal  

                            of Judas comes the redemptive act of the cross, but that in no way  

                            minimizes the wickedness of Judas. 

 
C. Dualism: God vs Satan (Star Wars, Ying and Yang) 
     Charge:    God really wants good, but Satan thwarts His purposes and wants      

                           evil.   

     Response: Excludes the possibility of redemption of evil: if evil is equal in    

                            power to God, God has no way to overcome it.  

                 Also fails logically. God cannot be omnipotent if he is in a failing     

                           conflict with Satan.     

                 It fails Biblically. Satan is not equal in power to God, but in     

                           fact, is subject to God (Ps 115:3, 135:6; Job 1:9) 

 



D. We must have evil to appreciate good.  
E. Evil is just relative. (post modern) 

See notes from Session 2. 
F. Open Theism (“Christian” compromise) 

Charge:     God created the world but didn’t know or determine all the    

                            outcomes.   

     Response: The Incarnation was God’s plan from eternity past? Galatians 4:4 

                 God has all things in His hands? Job 12:10 

 
The problem remains! How could evil originate with such a good God who created 
the world? 
 
II. The Biblical Response 
 

A. God is indeed sovereign. Psalm 115:3; 135:6 
B. God is perfectly just and righteous. Deut 32:4 
C. Evil is entirely within the sovereignty of God. Exodus 10:1; Acts 2:22-24 
D. The complete answer has not been revealed to us by God. Deut. 29:29; 

Isaiah 55:8 
 
In one sense, there certainly are answers in the Bible about this, but in another 

sense, there is not a crisp single sentence answer that is tied up with a bow. We just 

do not have perfect resolution of this issue as Christians. Just because we cannot 

understand some real things fully, does not mean we can’t understand those things 

truly. (Example: the Trinity). And we can give the Biblical perspective for this 

“Problem.” 

      
III. The God We Can Trust. 
 

A. God is the all-powerful governor of His universe. Psalm 115:3; Genesis 1; 
Colossians 1:16-17 

B. God is in control of every aspect of His creation. Eph 1; Psalm 33:15 
C. God even orchestrates the sins of man to glorify Himself (yet is not tainted 

by them). Exodus 4:21; Consider the actions of Judas, the Pharisees, Pilate . 
D. God is never blameworthy for evil that occurs. Those who commit evil are to 

blame. James 1:13-14; Matt 18:6 
E. For God is good and holy and He hates evil. Habakkuk 1:13; Revelation 4 
F. God judges us. We do not judge God. Rom 9:19-21; Job chapters 38-41 



G. God will use evil for an ultimate good purpose. Gen 50:20; the crucifixion of 
Jesus 
 

The bottom line: God’s ultimate purpose is not to provide happiness for man, 
but to glorify God! Man’s chief end is to “glorify God and enjoy Him forever”. 
 

    Although Christianity does not provide the reason for each experience of pain,    
    it does provide deep resources for facing suffering with hope and courage   
    rather than bitterness and despair.   
   
IV. Biblical examples of how God has used evil to advance His purposes. 
    A. To display His mercy and grace. Romans 3:26; 5:8; 5:20-21;    
         9:17-18 
    B. To display His just judgment of evil. Matthew 23:35; John 5:14;  
          Luke 13:1-5 
    C. To redeem sinners. (Christ’s sufferings) 1 Peter 3:18 
    D. To build the church. (Paul’s sufferings) Colossians 1:24 
    E. To give identification with Jesus. (Our sufferings) 2 Timothy 3:12 
    F. To give Fatherly discipline to believers. Romans 5; Hebrews 12; Luke 13:1-4 
    G. To shock unbelievers to get their attention and promote a heart change.                
         Deuteronomy 8; Zechariah 13:7-9; Luke 13:1-5 
                              
  “Tucked away within the assertion that the world is filled with pointless evil is a     
    hidden premise, namely, that if evil appears pointless to me, then it must be  
    pointless. If our minds can’t plumb the depths of the universe for good answers  
    to suffering, then there can’t be any. This is blind faith of a high order.” Keller 
 
    “Prior to sin, God was not worshiped fully for His righteousness against the     
     background of unrighteousness. He was not worshiped, nor could be, fully for  
     His love until He demonstrated the kind of love that loves enemy, rebel  
     sinners. He was not worshiped fully for His holiness until His wrath displayed   
     how He hated sin. And He was not worshiped for His grace until He displayed  
     forgiveness and mercy on the elect. In every case, there is this great disclosure  
     of the nature of God. Why? To display His glory.” John MacArthur 
 
     To God be the glory is the ultimate answer! 
    



    Although Christianity does not provide the reason for each experience of pain,    
    it does provide deep resources for facing suffering with hope and courage  
    rather than bitterness and despair.   
 
V. The God We Should Trust 

A. He will one day put an end to pain, suffering and evil. Revelation 21:1-4 
B. God will vindicate Himself. Romans 3:26; Psalm 37, 73; Isaiah 40:1; 

Matthew 25 
C. God will never let His children go. Romans 8:28, 35-39 
D. His ultimate answer to us is the suffering of Jesus. 
    The ultimate answer to suffering is not an answer at all. It’s the Answerer,    

          Jesus himself.  

o It’s not a bunch of words, it’s the Word made flesh.  

o It’s not a tightly woven philosophical argument alone, but a person, 

the Man of Sorrows.  

 
John Stott: “I could never myself believe in God if it were not for the cross… 
In the real world of pain, how could one worship a God who was immune to 
it ....There is still a question mark against human suffering, but over it we 
boldly stamp another mark, the cross which symbolizes divine suffering.” 
 

VI. Conclusion 
       
 “We may still ask ‘Why does God allow evil and suffering to continue?’ Even 
looking at the cross, we do not know what the answer is, but we do know what 
the answer isn’t. It can’t be that He doesn’t love us. It can’t be that He is 
indifferent or detached from our condition. God takes our misery and suffering so 
seriously that He was willing to take it on Himself! So, if we embrace the Christian 
teaching that Jesus is God and that He went to the Cross, then we have deep 
consolation and strength to face the brutal realities of life on earth. We can know 
that He is truly Immanuel-God with us-even in our worst sufferings. And the  
doctrine of the resurrection can instill us with a powerful hope. It promises that 
we will get the life we most longed for, but it will be an infinitely more glorious 
world than if there had never been the need for bravery, endurance, sacrifice or 
salvation.”  Keller 
 
For further reading: an excellent John MacArthur article on the subject: 
https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/90-333 

https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/90-333

