
 

Introduction 
Sometimes our love for the church prompts us to sacrifice 
our money and possessions. When we understand the 
value of our earthly goods versus the value of contentment 
in Christ, giving to those in need becomes much easier. 

 
Thinking It Through 
Acts 4:32-35 
The early church understood that their possessions only 
held value because they provided them the ability to love 
those with needs in the church. They were willing to 
sacrifice what they had so that a Christian brother or sister 
would not be needy. Their faith made it possible  for the 
apostles to preach about Jesus with great power because 
the world had evidence that He could change lives 
 

• Among the people who attend our church, how 
many do you think may have a financial need? 

 
 
 

• In your opinion, what prevents churches from 
making sure that no one among them is needy 
today? 

 
 
 
 

• Do you think this level of sacrificial giving is 
relevant in the modern church? Why or why not? 

 
 

• Do you think that if everyone pooled everything 
we have, there would be enough money to meet 
the financial needs of every person in the church 

 
 

 
• How do you think that act of love would be perceived by 
the world around us? 
 
 
 
• How could the Holy Spirit move in our neighborhood and 
in our city if people could see that the needs of those in 
our church were being met? 
 
 
 
When you listen to people who have experienced natural 
disasters and have lost everything they own, they often 
say that they are just happy their family is safe. Suddenly, 
their possessions no longer matter to them. The early 
Christ followers held this attitude about the people in their 
church. Their possessions didn’t matter to them if there 
were people in the church who were suffering. They 
wanted to meet needs more than they wanted their stuff. 
Giving sacrificially was a source of contentment for them. 
It helped them grow closer to God and to each other. 
 
 

Read 1 Timothy 6:6-7 
• What is the source of true contentment? 

 

 

 

• Where do most people find a sense of stability? 

 

 

 

• What is your definition of godliness? How does a 

person achieve it? 



 

Read Hebrews 13:16 

In our society, we honor those who risk their lives to save 

other people. Sacrifice attracts attention from the world. It 

also attracts attention from God. It pleases Him when we 

give to those in need and seek godliness as our 

contentment. 

 

 

• What do you think we lose as a church when we 

withhold financial blessings? 

 

• What do we gain as a church when we freely give 

in love for one another? What do we gain as 

individuals? 

 

 

• What would make it easier for you to sacrifice your 

possessions and money? 

 

 

 

• What kinds of spiritual growth do we deny to 

people in our church by not sharing our genuine 

needs with them? 

 
 
 

The first church knew that love meant sacrifice. They used 
their possessions to make sure that everyone’s needs 
were met in their congregation. They shared what they 
had, and because of their love, no one among them was 
needy. They relied on godliness to make them content. 
The generosity of the church in meeting all of the needs 
among them allowed the apostles to preach with great 
power. The actions of the church bore witness to the 
change that Jesus could bring to a life. Everyone was 
experiencing God’s grace, and it was a compelling 
witness to their world. 

 

How Does This Apply to Me? 

What makes you feel the most secure in your day-to-day 

life? 

 

How much trust do you put in your financial security and 

possessions? 

 

 

If you lost everything tomorrow, how content would you be 

with godliness as your only possession? 

 

 

 

How willing are you to honestly share your financial needs 

with our church? Are you humble enough to be a receiver 

of benevolence 



 

How Does This Apply to Our 

Church? 

Has there ever been a time in your life when you 

desperately needed help but you didn’t tell anyone about 

it? How would you suggest that our church meet the needs 

of people who don’t tell us what they need? 

 

 

 

How can we make it easier for people to recognize 

opportunities to serve and meet needs within our church? 

 

 

What Am I Going to Do with What I 

Know Now? 

Do you have a possession that you hold on to more tightly 

than you hold on to God? Pray that God would help you to 

reorient that possession to promote and glorify Him. 

Consider how you can use that possession to meet needs 

in your church. Be open to sacrifice. Seek contentment in 

God. 

 

 

Do you have an overwhelming need right now? Share that 

need with someone in our church. Be willing to accept 

benevolence, service, or prayer from the church. 


