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Gift Card Ministry Update and 
C2 Leadership Institute

By: Rev. Samuel Nam 

 Aloha, beloved saints of AUMC! In my last newsletter 
article, I made an appeal and asked for your support to continue 
our Mission Committee’s “AUMC Gift Card Ministry.” The 
response has been overwhelming. To date, we have received 
over $3,000 to continue this ministry well into 2022. Mahalo 
nui loa for your participation, especially during this time of 
critical need. Together with your generosity, the staff at AUMC 
will continue to meet the urgent needs of our faith Ohana.   
  
 About two months ago, I received a call from Rev. John 
Farley, Dean of the Bishop’s cabinet and District 
Superintendent of the South District in our Conference. Rev. 
Farley invited me to participate in a leadership cohort known as 
C2. As a C2 Fellow, I will gain the tools, skills, and 
relationships to create success and sustainability in AUMC’s 
community development initiatives. In other words, the C2 
Leadership experience will help me develop a long-term 
program where AUMC can come alongside our local 
community to provide assistance. Ideally, it will be in an area 
where AUMC’s greatest strengths and our community’s deepest 
needs will intersect.  
 There is an ancient proverb that says, “Give a man a fish, 
feed him for a day; teach a man to fish, feed him for a lifetime.”  

continued on page 2…… 
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These days, I believe we need both. The gift card ministry is 
equivalent to the giving of a fish. Yes, it is important to create 
sustainable pathways of empowerment and community 
development, but we also need to meet the immediate everyday 
needs of our people. This C2 Leadership Initiative, I also believe, 
will help our church cultivate meaningful and lasting relationships 
with our community so that we can also execute the latter half of 
this proverb. I humbly ask for your prayers as I begin the C2 
Leadership on Tuesday, September 6 so that my time in this 
Institute will help me develop a program that will strengthen our 
church’s engagement with our local community.  
 What will our community program look like? Stay tuned! 

By: Ghislande Leneus, DCE 

A Welcome Note
 Aloha and welcome parents, guardians, family members, 
and church members at Aiea United Methodist Church to our 
children’s ministries’ corner. Welcome back to all the children of 
God. I hope everyone had a fun-filled vacation break with that 
being said children’s ministry is back in full effect. Thanks to all 
parents and guardians for bringing your children to church and 
for your willingness to show that they matter in God’s eyes. 

Mission
 As the Director of Christian Education, my mission for 
children’s ministry is to model God’s Agape Love, teach the word 
of God, and train them to be disciples of Jesus Christ. Our 
children are the present generation and will be leaders of the 
future church. 

Goals 
 Our goal for the children’s ministry is to train and teach 
the word of God. To memorize verses,  and to witness to God’s 
holy words. Proverbs 22:6 states ‘’ Train up a child in the way he 
should go; even when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 
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Passion Groups

Hula Sisters:  
9:00a Mondays  

*Samoan Choir:  
6:30p Fridays 

*Rainbow Ringers: 
6:30p Tuesdays 

Games & Luncheon:  
9:00a Thursdays 

Ping Pong 
3:00p Fridays 

Quilting:  
9:00a Alternate Saturdays 

*Choir: 
10:15a Sundays 

*May take seasonal breaks 

What does the Bible say 
about our children? 

“Children are a gift from the 
Lord: they are a reward from 
him.” 
       - Psalm 127:3
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New Staff Announcement
 It is with great enthusiasm to welcome 
Robert “Bobby” Kawasaki, as our newly hired 
Nursery Attendant. He was hired and started 
working as a Nursery Attendant on June 26th . 
Robert has completed his Safe Gathering 
training and has been helping in the Sunday 
School Classroom.  

 Robert is in his last year of college and 
studying to become a school counselor. He 
enjoys working with kids. He was a volunteer in 
the children’s ministry before going to college, 
he is in his last year at the University of Hawaii. 
He will be back in school in August 2022, but 
he will continue to work on Sunday mornings. 
He enjoys listening to music and in his spare 
time, He enjoys quality time with his friends or 
families. 

Farewell
 As of July 10th , we bid farewell to our 
Nursery Attendant, Olivia Peltier. We wish her 
well in her future endeavors. We bid farewell to 
one nursery participant (Kate) and 3 Sunday 
school participants (Hannah, John, and Lucas). 
We wish all of them well in the near future. 

Nursery Update
 New Nursery Hours of Operation: The 
Nursery hours have changed as of August 2022. 
The Nursery room will be open at 9:45 a.m. to 
receive children 15 minutes before service starts 
at 10:00 and closed 15 minutes after Service 
ends (11 a.m.). 

 The Nursery Room is only for infants to 
4 years old. If a mother needs to Nurse a 
newborn, we can accommodate and provide 
privacy to do so.  

continued on page 4…… 
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 Starting September 2022, We will be 
using the curriculum written by Lisa Woodruff “ 
The ABC’s of the Bible” A companion to MY 
First Bible” and recommending getting “My 
First Study bible exploring God’s Word on my 
own” by Paul J Loth. Recommends The Bible 
App for kids (free and interactive). 

Note to Parents/Guardians 
of Nursery:

 Children older than 4 years old will not 
be permitted to be in the Nursery. If an adult is 
not present in the Nursery, please do not leave 
your Keiki unattended to due safety issues. The 
Nursery room can only be operated with two 
staff present. If only one Staff is present, kindly, 
wait for other assigned staff to arrive before 
leaving your Keiki in the care of one Nursery 
Staff. As a parent, you have the option of taking 
your Keiki to the worship service until the 
Nursery is fully staffed. We are trying to keep 
your Keiki safe by following the Safe 
Gathering’s Protocol. The Safety of your Keiki 
and your peace of mind are important to us. 
 Nursery team members are needed for 
Sunday mornings and Tuesday nights as the 
Bell choir resumes its weekly practice. 

Things to Bring 
 A labeled diaper bag or Ziploc bag with 
your child’s name and the following items: 
Change of clothing in case the child soils their 
original clothing, Bottles/Sippy cups, Soothing 
pacifiers, and Safety items (blankets, stuffed 
toys, etc.) for comfort and for sleeping are 
welcome and encouraged to bring with your 
child.  

Children’s Sunday School
 Sunday school is typically offered for 
school-age children who are 5 years old - 12 
years old. We are accepting 4.5 years old potty 
trained to Sunday School. We used this age as a 
transitional trial for getting them ready for 
Sunday school for the children of their age or 
Kindergarten ready. We find this system to work 
best for our Keiki who are deemed independent. 
Starting September 2022, we will be using the 
All-in-one Sunday School Curriculum 
Written by Lois Keffer. If you are interested in 
purchasing this book to study at home with your 
Keiki, it can be purchased on Amazon.com or 
group.com. 
 We are in the Back-to-school mode for 
the month of August. We are getting to know 
each other and learning about the founder of 
the Methodist Church. We will be showing the 
animation version of the movie The John 
Wesley Story, titled the Torchlighters/episode 
13/the John Wesley Story/David Thorpe/Russell 
Boulter (https://youtu.be/gF4vkrOXw0c) 

4



September/October 2022

One Room Sunday school
 We are currently operating in a one-
room Sunday School or all-in-one Sunday 
School. This basically means we have all ages 
in one classroom.  
 We are in need of team members for the 
10 am service each month and this setting 
makes it easier for volunteers to sign-up on the 

Sundays they are available. 
In order for the Sunday 
school program to run 
smoothly, effectively, 
efficiently, and safely, we 
need parents, grandparents, 
lay people, and church 
members to serve.  

 If you are interested in serving in the 
Aiea UMC Keiki ministry, please contact 
dce@aieaumc.com or visit me in Sunday 
School Room 3. 

Note to Parent/Guardians of 
Sunday School:

 Sunday School’s Room will be open at 
9:45 am to receive the children. Note there has 
been a change of children not attending worship 
service and they are to report to Sunday School 
upon arrival. Please do not send children alone 
without supervision. We are not held 
responsible for any children who are not signed 
in by an adult or checked in by a Sunday School 
staff member. 
 Children will be escorted by parents/
guardians to the Sunday School’s room and 
picked up by a designated pick-up person. 

Children are not permitted to run out of the 
classroom until they are dismissed in prayer and 
the Parent/guardian is waiting outside the 
classroom. If your child(ren) happens to be last, 
I will escort them to you. 

Vacation Bible School 2022
 Wow! VBS was so much fun. Thank you 
to all who participated, supported, and served. 
Our Team worked so hard to deliver the word 
of God. Children enjoyed seeing parents and 
staff being engaged and making the word of 
God come to life. Our theme for this year’s 
Vacation Bible School was “HAYDAY 
WEEKEND VBS.” We had 3 days’ worth of fun 
and learned that Jesus will always love us and 
He Is Our Friend. The scripture reference in 
Romans 5:11,“Our Lord Jesus has made us 
friends of God.” 

Shout-Out of Praises
 Shout out to Moosic Leader: Katerina 
Cadlaon, Sunflower Sally and Craft Leader: 
Linda Ariola, Craft assistant: Gabrielle,  

“Zaccheaus”: JP Cadlaon, “Peter” and Bell 
Ringer: Bryan Flower, Registration Crews: Lois 
Takata, Betty Demarke, and Cindy Flower, 

Game leader: Grace Omura, Game assistants: 
Bobby and Esmi, Food preparation: Grace and 
Dorothy, Bible Adventure leader and “Jesus”: 
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Pastor Sam and his assistant: Minhee, 
Photographers: Marcus, Daniel, and Esmi, 
Slideshow: Daniel and Esmi, Sunday tech: Ann 
and JP. Thank you Noeline Khaw, Jean 
Kikumoto, and Betty Demarke for your 
generous donations. Thank you, Linda Ariola 
for doing the leg-work of asking for donations 
from Wendy’s, Safeway, and Dominoes. A big 
Shout out to all the parents and children who 
participated in the 3 days weekend Ohana 
Hayday Weekend. 

Upcoming Events
 Parents Night Out (TBA): United 
Women in Faith and Children’s ministry will 
collaborate to provide child care for parents who 
need a date night. This will be a paid Service. 
Please see Ghis or Lianne for details. No dates 
have been set, but it is in the works for 
September. 
 Fall Break 
(October 3rd -October 
7th ). All parents who are 
looking for childcare doing 
that time, please see me or 
email dce@aieaumc.com 
 Trunk or Treat: October 29th, 2022. 
Please see me or email dce@aeiaumc.com if 
interested in being a part of this community 

event or would like to donate goodies. This year 
Trunk or treat will be a biblical theme. 
Participants have enough time to pick a bible 
story to decorate their trunks for the treaters.  

  
November 8th Election Day. In 
Sunday School Children will be 
doing a mock election on                    

November 6th . 

Aiea Elementary School 
Supply Drive

By: Grace Omura (Missions Committee) 
 We have supported student learning at 
Aiea Elementary School for many years through 
various programs including Common Grace, 
Keiki Bags and an annual school supply drive. 
The August 14, 2022 edition of the Honolulu 
Star Advertiser reported 
Aiea Elementary students 
are among 8,000 public 
school students who had 
school supplies waiting 
for them when school 
started in August. The 
state Legislature provided over $800,000 for 
free school supplies for schools composed 
entirely of students eligible for Title I funding 
which aids low-income families. 
 In light of this, the Missions committee 
has decided not to hold a school supply drive 
this year and to use funds previously donated to 
purchase supplemental items such as paper 
towels, hand sanitizer, liquid soap, facial tissues, 
slippers and underwear.  
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 Additionally the Missions committee 
acknowledges church members for their 

generous support of the grocery gift card 
program which enables our pastors 
to help members in our 
congregation with their grocery 

needs. To date, over $3000 has been 
donated to this cause. Many thanks 
for your generosity and may you be 

blessed by your giving. 

Church Finance 101
By: Doug Rinehart, AUMC Co-Treasurer with 
Dorothy Kawamoto 
 Church family, in a previous newsletter 
article I gave some basics about church 
finances. This article is a continuation. 
 We classify our expenses  
and support of programs and ministries as either 
Budget or Non-budget. Budget expenses include 
the following: 

• Day to day operations (electric, water, 
internet, telephone, etc.) 

• Salaries/pay for staff and payroll taxes. 
• Apportionments to the Cal-Pac Conference 
• Maintenance supplies, materials, and 

services (custodial, minor repairs, grounds 
• keeping) 
• Support for worship, Sunday School, 

special events, and fellowship. 
• Out-reach giving to local social and 

spiritual support groups and international 
missionaries. 

 Non-budget expenses are anything not 
mentioned above and include special funds for 
designated uses. These funds include: 

• The AUMC Foundation memorials/
scholarships 

• Youth and Keiki Programs 
• Samoan Activities 
• Missions and local out-reach programs 

(Keiki bags, Aiea Elementary school 
supplies, and other missional giving) 

• Flowers for worship services 
• Trustees’ funds for capital improvements, 

equipment, major building renovations and 
construction, and a maintenance reserve. 

 The budget is developed this time each 
year. Projected expenses and program support 
needs are matched against projected income 
from giving and facilities use with the intent of 
having a balanced budget. Your church leaders 
place a high priority on budget support for local 
out-reach and support of overseas 
missionaries. Your pledges of 
support on Stewardship Sunday 
are a critical component of knowing 
what to expect from tithes 
and offerings of our church 
ohana. 
 Non-budget funds have no consistent 
income streams and they rely on designated 
gifts of our congregation. For example, gifts to 
the Building Fund are credited to that fund and 
will be used for major construction and campus 
renovations. Be assured that your gift to a 
specific fund will be used only for that purpose. 
 Mahalo for your faithful giving to the 
glory of God! 
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SPRC Staff Liaisons
By: Grace Omura 

 We are very fortunate to have wonderful staff here at AUMC. The Staff Parish Relations 
Committee (SPRC) invites staff and parishioners to contact the appropriate liaison at any time with a 
joy, concern, observation, or question. 
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Don’t have a SPRC Liaison’s contact information? 

Contact the church office via phone (808-488-5354), email (admin@aieaumc.com)  
or stop by in-person weekdays from 9am-12pm.
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United Women in Faith 
(UWF)

By: Lianne Nagano 
 Since March 2022, women have been 
gathering once a month for fellowship and 
planning activities guided by the UWF mission 
statement: 

“We seek to connect and nurture women 
through Christian spiritual formation, 
leadership development, creative fellowship and 
education so that they can inspire, influence and 
impact local and Global communities.” 

  
 At our monthly sessions, we have 
- Prayer and fellowship, 
- Study sessions on scripture (the Holy   
Spirit and personality color tools) 
- Learn about global missionaries our   
church supports 
- Plan activities which have included: 
 o Church shut-ins – delivered   
 meals to over 18 shut-in church folks 
 o Diaper drive for Susannah Wesley   
 Community Center – collected 3100 
 diapers from church members 
 o Notecards for hygiene kits for   
 houseless through the Cal-Pac   
 Conference from our church – collected  
 243 cards from church members 

 o Card making – created 25 handmade  
 cards for church to connect to those not  
 able to attend church in-person 

 We are currently gathering on the 3rd 
Sunday of each month at 9 am in the Double 
Classroom, so all who are interested are invited 
to come. We are very flexible, so you are 
welcome to participate as you are able. We also 
communicate via email and/or text. Stay tuned 
for announcements in the worship bulletin.  

 If you have any questions, please contact 
Ghis, our Director of Christian Education at 
dce@aieaumc.com or Lianne Nagano at 
808-383-6849. Aloha and blessings to all. 
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Service Opportunity: Use Your 
Skills to Help Maintain Your 

Church and Parsonage 
By: Doug Rinehart 
 Maintenance and upkeep is an ever-
present reality for Aiea UMC. Our buildings are 
35 to 60 years old and it seems there is always 
some little thing not working properly that 
needs attention.   
 Currently we rely on a few volunteers to 
perform repairs and we need to expand the pool 
of people with such skills. The types of work 
occasionally needed include: 

 We are not looking for experts, only a 
group of volunteers or helpers who may have 
done similar work at their house.   
FAQs 
How often will I be called?  Except for campus 
cleanups, the needs are sporadic, so you will be 
called infrequently.   

How soon will I have to respond?  Most issues 
are not urgent and can be done within a multi-
week timeframe. 
Will I be working by myself?  It 
depends on the job and your 
comfort level; if you want/need 
a helper, one will be provided. 
I know a little, but I’m willing 
to try/learn; will that be 
useful?  YES!  Those wanting 
to learn can help others who 
are more skilled/experienced. 
Learning these skills can save 
you big bucks in your own home. 
 If you are willing to be on our list of 
volunteer maintenance staff, please contact the 
church office or Doug Rinehart.   
 Mahalo for your support! 
Where is Pastor Patti now?

Submitted By: Lois Takata 
 Former DCE, Pastor Patti Minietta is 
located in Washington State working as a GS-11 
DA Civilian on Joint Base Lewis-McChord 
(JBLM).           
 Pastor Patti is enjoying her role as a 
Family Advocacy Program Specialist, teaching 
relationship enhancement classes to prevent 
spouse and child abuse. She also ministers to 
Soldiers and their families.  

Painting Wood work

Keeping the 
campus free of 
trash

Power washing

Electrical - simple 
repairs (switch/
outlet 
replacements)

Jalousie window 
repairs

Light bulb 
replacement

Bulky item 
removal to landfill

Appliance repairs Irrigation system 
adjustments

Pest control - 
termites, ants, mice
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Welcome New 
Baltazar Baby!

  Join us in celebrating the newest 
addition to our AUMC ohana, Kara Solenn 
Baltazar! Kara was welcomed into the world by 
her parents, Kerin and Ajay Baltazar on July 7, 
2022. Many blessings to the growing family! 

AUMC Executive Assistant
 Join us in welcoming Esmi to the 
AUMC staff! She started in 
her role in July 2022. She is 
originally from San Antonio, 
TX, but further developed 
her relationship with God 
while studying leadership 
studies in Virginia. Esmi 
was previously working as 
an administrative assistant 
an all-boys Christian 
Academy in Georgia and 
eventually plans to work as a family counselor.  
 She and her husband, Daniel, moved to 
Hawaii for his work with the U.S. Navy in 
March 2022. They spend their extra time trying 
food at local island restaurants and taking their 
rescue dog, Zuko, to dog parks. If you have any 
must-see places to explore on Oahu, don’t 
hesitate to share it with them! 

Honoring Our Veterans
By: Lianne Nagano 
 Last year, we honored the military 
veterans in our church on November 7, 2021. As 
Veterans’ Day approaches this year, we would 
like to celebrate their service to our 
country on November 6, 2022. 
 Information of veterans who shared their 
information last year will be featured during 
worship. If you are a veteran who was not 
recognized last year, you are welcome to submit 
the following information: 

continued on page 12…… 
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Has your recently family grown?  
 If your family has grown near or 
far, please email pastorsam@aieaumc.com 
to share the birth of a new baby or 
grandchild, or the addition of an adopted/
foster child with the church. 

mailto:pastorsam@aieaumc.com
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• Full Name 
• Branch of Service: 

(Army, Navy...) 
• Years of Service: 

(1944-1947) 
• A photo (in uniform, if possible) 
• Favorite assignment/experience/military 

specialty/other brief comments you’d like 
others to know. 

 Please email this information 
to: lianne.nagano@gmail.com or call her at 
808-383-6849. 

All Saints’ Day Celebration
By: Pastor Sam 
 This year we would like to honor all of 

those in our AUMC ohana (including 
relatives of our congregation 
members) who have passed away in 
the last year. This All Saint’s Day 
celebration will take place during 
our 10am service on Oct. 30th.  

Please submit the full names and 
age of those you would like to be included to 
Esmi at admin@aieaumc.com before Oct. 22nd.  

Church Linktr.ee
By: Esmi Benavides 
 In an effort to help our AUMC ohana 
and greater Oahu community access information 
easier, we have created a Linktr.ee.  
 In short, it is one link that can clearly list 
the most important information you need. The 
church will periodically update this depending 
on events (i.e., RSVP link, Pastor letters) To 
reach this list search “https://linktr.ee/aieaumc".  

The following items are currently listed in our 
Linktr.ee:  
• AUMC Website 
• Latest Bulletins 
• Church Calendar 
• Giving  

 The smaller icons on the bottom will 
give you direct access to our Facebook, 
Instagram, Youtube, and church email. If you 
would like to share this link with others, press 
the small circular icon on the top left.  
 For any questions or concerns, contact 
the church office on weekdays 9am-12pm.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Sept.	1	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Sept.	2	 Sept.	3	

Sept.	4	

10	am	Joint	
Communion	
Service	

Sept.	5	 Sept.	6	

7pm	Trustees	
Meeting

Sept.	7	

10am	Staff	
Meeting

Sept.	8	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Sept.	9	 Sept.	10	

Sept.	11	

10	am	Worship	
Service	

11:30	Samoan	
Service	

Sept.	12	

10am	Staff	
Meeting

Sept.	13	

7pm	Finance	
Committee	
Meeting

Sept.	14	

7pm	Missions	
Committee	
Meeting

Sept.	15	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Sept.	16	 Sept.	17

Sept.	18	

10	am	Joint	
Worship	Service	

Sept.	19	

10am	Staff	
Meeting	

Sept.	20	

7pm	SPRC	
Meeting	

Sept.	21	 Sept.	22	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Sept.	23	 Sept.	24	

Sept.	25	

10	am	Worship	
Service	

11:30	Samoan	
Service	

Sept.	26	

10am	Staff	
Meeting

Sept.	27	

7pm	Ad	
Council	
Meeting

Sept.	28	

7pm	Worship	
Committee	
Meeting

Sept.	29	

9am	Games		

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Sept.	30

Church Calendar 
By: Esmi Benavides 

Aloha AUMC ohana! If you or your passion group/ministry would like to use church facilities outside of 
meeting times or if your meeting times have changed please call 808-488-5354, email admin@aieaumc.com or 
visit us in-person during office hours (weekdays 9am-12pm). 

September 2022 
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October 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Oct.	1	

Oct.	2	

10	am	Joint	
Communion	
Service	

Oct.	3	

10am	Staff	
Meeting

Oct.	4	

7pm	Trustees	
Meeting

Oct.	5	 Oct.	6	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Oct.	7	 Oct.	8	

Oct.	9	

10	am	Joint	
Worship	Service	

Oct.	10	

10am	Staff	
Meeting

Oct.	11	

7pm	Finance	
Committee	
Meeting

Oct.	12	 Oct.	13	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Oct.	14	 Oct.	15

Oct.	16	

10	am	Joint	
Worship	Service	

Oct.	17	

10am	Staff	
Meeting	

Oct.	18	

7pm	SPRC	
Meeting	

Oct.	19	

7pm	Worship	
Committee	
Meeting

Oct.	20	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Oct.	21	 Oct.	22	

Oct.	23	

10	am	Joint	
Worship	Service	

Oct.	24	

10am	Staff	
Meeting

Oct.	25	

7pm	Ad	
Council	
Meeting

Oct.	26	 Oct.	27	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Oct.	28 Oct.	29	

4pm-6pm	
Trunk-or-Treat

Oct.	30	

9	am	Worship	
Service	

11:30	Samoan	
Service

Oct.	31	

10am	Staff	
Meeting
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 Aiea United Methodist Church
99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, HI 96701

99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 

(808) 488-5354 
info@aieaumc.com 
www.aiea.church 

Committed to knowing, 
loving and serving God!

Worship Schedule 
Sept. 4 - 10a Joint Communion Worship 
Sept. 11 - 10a English & 11:30a 
Samoan  
Sept. 18 - 10a Joint Worship 
Sept. 25 - 10a English & 11:30a 
Samoan 
Oct. 2 - 10a Joint Communion Worship  
(World Communion Day) 
Oct. 9 - 10am Joint Worship  
(White Sunday) 
Oct. 16 - 10am Joint Worship 
(Stewardship Sunday) 
Oct. 23 - 10am Joint Worship 
Oct. 30 - 10a English & 11:30a Samoan  
(All Saints Celebration) 
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