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Slow Down, Advent is Coming!
By: Rev. Samuel Nam 
 Sunday, November 27 marks the beginning of Advent. 
While our Advent and Christmas seasons will undoubtedly be 
filled with activities, ministry programs, and festive occasions, 
I’d like to invite each of you to consider taking part in the 
Advent Book Study & Small Group that will be organized. 
What Book? 
 Our book study will be on The Anticipated Christ by 
Pastor Brian Zahnd. The book is divided up into short chapters 
to be read daily through the Advent and Christmas seasons. To 
supplement our book study, we are forming small groups for 
discussion and reflection based off of our daily readings. These 
groups will meet once a week - either in-person or virtually - 
and will be self-led. 
How will groups be organized and how shall we meet? 
 For the most part, I am encouraging groups to self-form. 
While I will suggest a group size of 3-5 people, there are no 
hard and fast rules as to size. The minimum should be three 
people and the ideal maximum should be 7, maybe 8. Those 
who request to be placed in a group will be accommodated as 
the office staff will have access to everyone who signs up so we 
can put people together.  
 We will encourage in-person gatherings but online Zoom 
gatherings are perfectly fine. Ideas for when groups can meet 
include: 
● Sundays before or following worship service (groups can 
even meet over breakfast, lunch or coffee.) 
●Wednesdays - as a way of checking in with each other 
midweek.            

continued on page 2… 
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● Groups can organically form around vicinity (working or living 
in close proximity) or age demographics (young couples or 
kupuna groups) or even a mixed group. We are the Rainbow 
Church after all. 
How often shall we meet and what is the expected duration per 
meeting? 
 I am asking groups to commit to meeting once a week 
throughout the Advent and Christmas seasons - so this is a six-
week (or six-session) commitment. I am recommending the group 
meets for 30-45 minutes, enough time for each person to share but 
also not too long where the gatherings begin to intrude into other 
areas of our schedules. 
What shall we talk about when we meet? 
 A small group meeting guide sheet will be given to each 
group. The format is simple and straightforward; I am confident 
that each group can be effectively self-led. 
Who is this book study and small group for? 
 My hope is to have 20-30 people participate in the book 
study and discussion group. That’s an odd number. Why 20-30? In 
recent months, we have experienced a slight bump in our weekly 
Sunday attendance. We are now averaging around 50-60 people 
for Sunday worship and the increase has been noticeable. 
Honestly, getting even half of our regular worshipers plugged into 
a small group is an encouraging step in the right direction. It 
would also serve as a good foundation for future small group 
ministries. 
Why is this important? 
 If you have taken a membership class I have offered in the 
past two years, you will remember that one of the distinctives of 
Wesleyan spirituality is the small group model of spiritual 
formation. Simply put, John Wesley was convinced that 
discipleship and life transformation happens most powerfully in 
the context of small groups (class meetings!). We haven’t made 
small groups a priority for some time at AUMC. More specifically, 
I haven’t made small groups a priority. But I hope to change that 
with small steps like this seasonal book study/small group 
commitment that has a definitive beginning and an end.  
 Consider also the words of Pastor Brian Zahnd in the intro 
of his book:  

“I encourage you to read The Anticipated Christ as it is 
intended - don’t fly through it in a day or two.  
               continued on page 3… 
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Passion Groups
*Rainbow Choir: 
8:45a Sundays  

Hula Sisters:  
9:00a Mondays  
*Samoan Choir:  

6:30p Fridays 

*Rainbow Ringers: 
6:30p Tuesdays 

Games & Luncheon:  
9:00a Thursdays 

Ping Pong 
10:00a Fridays 

Quilting:  
9:00a Alternate Saturdays 

*May take seasonal breaks 

Chapter one in “The Anticipated 
Christ” is the First day of Advent 
and the final chapter falls on 
Epiphany, January 6.
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Instead, read each meditation on the indicated day and read it slowly. The demand of the 
secular ‘Christmas season’ is to be in a great hurry, but the aim of Advent is to instill a quiet 
slowness into our soul” (The Anticipated Christ, p.3). 

 I couldn’t have written it better myself. This book study/small group is an invitation for our 
AUMC ohana to slow down, to breathe in deeply the mysteries of the Incarnation of Christ our Lord, 
and to actively come up against the consumeristic pull of our society so that we, the faithful saints of 
AUMC, can let our light shine brightly.  
 In closing, here are some details: 
● signups in-person or online for this book study have begun and will 
continue until Sunday, Nov 13. 
● participants will have a choice of either purchasing the book on their own or 
having the church order the book for them (they would write a check to 
AUMC with “Advent Study” in the memo). 
● small groups will be self-formed and self-led but anyone who requests to be 
placed into a small group will be assisted. 
● the book is $11.99 on paperback and $9.99 for the Kindle(e-book) version. 
● the daily meditations are short - including the short Scripture passage 
referenced in the opening, each chapter is about 3-4 minutes long. So 
realistically, we are looking at meditations that we can be finished in under 10 
minutes every day. 
● This book study & small group is a worthwhile investment of your money, time, and efforts, to 
anticipate Christ this Advent. I invite you all to join.  
Grace and peace to you! 

 
By: Ghislande Leneus, DCE 

Exciting News!
Say hello to our new volunteer teachers 

for the Children Ministry. We are excited to 
announce five new volunteers for Sunday 
School. Bryan and Cindy Flower, Yun and 
Sunshine Choe, and Linda Ariola. These 
individuals have what it takes to help grow our 
ministry. I am grateful for all their hard work 
and their willingness to serve our children.
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Quick Reminder for Parents
 Sunday School starts at 10 am. We meet 
in front of the church by the bell five minutes to 
10am. Children should be registered before 
dropping off to Sunday School.  
 Parents need to 
accompany their children to 
the room. If you are visiting 
for the first time. I would 
like to meet you, give you a 
tour of our facility, and 
answer any questions. 
Please let the ushers know 
you are visiting for the first 
time. 
 Nursery room is open for children ages 4 
and under. Children should be accompanied by 
an adult 18 or older. The Nursery is staffed by 
two adults at all times. Please wait for 
two adults before leaving the children.  

“I am thankful for…”
 November is the month best known for 
Thanksgiving and Veterans day. It is also 
National Native American Heritage Month and 
Military family Month. According to Psalm 

118:1, “Give thanks to the 
LORD, for he is good: his 
love endures forever.” The 
AUMC children and two 
staff members were asked to 
finish the statement “ I am 
thankful for…”. Here are 
some of their responses. 

Vera F.- “I am thankful for 
families and friends.” 
Yohan N- “I am thankful for 

my ears so I can hear.” 
Simon F.- “I am thankful for my family.” 
Eleanor S.- “I am thankful for helping my 
mommy clean the dishes.” 

Caden C.- ‘I am thankful for Good time at 
church and praying.” 
Jun W.- “I am thankful for being alive.” 
Eliana N.- “I am thankful for my family.” 
RJ- “I am thankful for church.” 
Elizabeth N.- “I am thankful for life.” 
Selena- “I am thankful for my parents.” 
Madison R.- I am thankful for my dog.” 
Auntie Noeline-  I am thankful for my eyesight, 
it’s a miracle to be able to see well again. I am 
also thankful for my family and friends.” 
Uncle Bryan- “I am thankful for GOD’s love” 

“Thanking GOD in everything will get you 
through ANYTHING!” by Timberley 

 As the Director of Christian Education at 
Aiea United Methodist Church, I want to thank 
GOD for everything and everyone who 
participated in this year’s Trunk or Treat event. I 
am grateful for all the volunteers who came 
through to make the bible-themed event 
possible. The CadLaon’s Ohana, Orr’s Ohana, 
Ferguson’s Ohana, Juan’s Ohana, Benavides’ 
Ohana, Omura’s Ohana, Ariola’s Ohana, Kai’s 
Ohana,  Kawasaki’s Ohana, and the 
Leneus’ Ohana. In my eyes 
all of you are winners for 
being so creative in pulling 
this event together. Thanks to 
all you provided activities, 
crafts, goodies, and games.  

 The Trunk-or-Treat could not have been 
possible without those who took the time of 
their busy schedule to help serve in different 
stations in this event. Thank you  Melanie Kato 
for helping us get hot dog buns and boxes of 
chips from Don Quijote, Kawasaki’s family for 
preparing the hot dogs meal and donating chips, 
Safeway for  donating a gift card, Grace for 
providing White Rice and a delicious Chili.    
                   continued on page 5… 
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 Thank you to all my decorators Esmi & 
Daniel, Boupha, Marcus, Jordan & Kai.  Minhee 
for being my photographer, Pastor Sam as my 
floater, Lois as my registrar personnel, 
Kikumoto’s family for being my hospitality 
team, and all my set up and take down team, the 
youth who served as face painters & water 
tattoo artists, the contestant judges, the fire   
fighters, and mostly the family who came with 
the children to celebrate with us. No job is too 
small to be recognized. So, hats off to all of you. 

 I wanted to share a lesson I learned from 
an article written by Julie Loos, the question 
was “How do I find thankfulness and joy when 
I’m running on Empty?” She stated four Truths 
about God and her feelings: 

1. God is faithful. 
2. He never changes 
3. Feelings will constantly change 
4. My feelings will confuse, twist and lie to 

me 

 I was so thankful when I found this 
article because it was a reminder that 
God is the same today, yesterday, 
and forevermore. We’ve changed, 
but God remains the same. 
Troubles don't last forever. As 
we are approaching the 
holidays, let's shift our focus 
from our feelings to Jesus Christ 
our Savior. Let's teach our children 
to be hungry for God and to be 
thankful for everything.  

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his 
courts with praise; give thanks to him and 
praise his name. For the LORD is good and 
his love endures forever; his faithfulness 
continues through all generations.”  
  - Psalm 100:4-5 (NIV) 

December News 
 December is the last month of the year. 
According to Wikipedia “December got its 
name from the Latin word decem (meaning ten) 
because it was originally the tenth month of the 
year in the calendar of Romulus c. 750 BC 
which began in March.”  

 “The world is a university and everyone in it is 
a teacher. Make sure when you wake up in the 
morning, you go to school.”---T.D. Jakes 
 You don’t want to miss the 
children’s Christmas eve program, 
“Away in A Manger.” The 
children will be reporting the 
good news of the birth of Jesus 
Christ. The children will be 
performing two musical pieces. 
Please join us Saturday, 
December 24th at 7pm.  

2022 Recap 
 In May, we celebrated Memorial Day by 
remembering those who have died for our 
country. During my first Ohana Fellowship 
night at AUMC, we had a BBQ, played games, 
prayed over our keiki, and thanked those who 
served and are still serving.  

June’s Ohana night was a family 
movie night with two movies playing “Sing 2 
and The Shack.” We celebrated with popcorn 
and hot dogs. 

In July, we transformed the fellowship 
hall and the church into a friendly Farm theme 
called HayDay Weekend VBS. Our Bible point 
was “Jesus will always love us.” The Key Verse 
was “Our LORD Jesus Christ has made us 
friends of God.” (Romans 5:11). We learned on 
day one that Jesus befriends Zaccheus the tax 
collector (Luke 19:1-10), and on day two, Jesus 
dies and comes back to life (John 19-21).   
        continued on page 6… 
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On day three we celebrated with the 
congregation. The Vacation Bible is about 
teaching the kids that Jesus is real through a fun, 
engaging, and bible learning experience as a 
family. The keiki and families had a HayDay 
experience of a lifetime. VBS photos are in the 
gallery section on the AUMC website. 

Also in July, Pastor Sam led the 
congregation to bless our keiki as the prepare to 
begin the new school year.  

In August we had our AUMC Ohana 
Luau! We celebrated good delicious food; kalua  
pig and cabbage, pineapple boats, & Spam 
Musubi. We had hula lessons and Lei making. 
There was also great entertainment by Auntie 
Melenani and her grandson, Auntie Linda, 
Gabby, and Kea. We were grateful for the 
donations of Pineapples and bananas from Dole 
plantation. 

September is back-to-school month. 
We presented the third, fourth graders, and fifth 
graders with the NIV adventure bible (#1 Bible 
for Kids). Our ohana fellowship theme was a 
family movie screening of Apollo 10 1/2 with 
popcorn. 

In October we brought back our 
annual Trunk or Treat community event. It was 
biblical Halloween-themed this year to honor 
Christ Jesus and to love our neighbors on 
Halloween. We wanted to give the community a 
safe, friendly, and influence others to see we are 

not conformed to this world. We had great food, 
a visit from the local Aiea Fire station, Trunk-
costume Contest, and a costume contest for the 
kids.  

The winner of this year’s costume 
contest was Vera as Luigi, Khemar as a taco, 
Hunter as Tom Cruise, Saige as Darla, Melanie 
as an angel, and Elizabeth C. as a ballerina. The 
best trunk-costume was tied at 6 children each! 
The Cadlaon’s family decorated as the Burning 
Bush and the ORR’s Family as Creation Day #5. 
To all the other trunks, you rock!!! 
 Thank you all for half a year of 
successful programs of 2022, as a Director Of 
Christian Education.  

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the 
LORD and not for men,” Colossians 3:23 ESV 

For pictures from our Trunk-or-Treat event 
please see page #11. 

White Sunday 
By: Richard Wei 
 “Heaven on earth!” Such a cliche but it 
is a fitting description of an enjoyable or 
pleasurable experience. While many find their 
heaven on earth on their adventures, in Samoan 
culture, not only could you experience heaven 
but you could also live it for a day. This day 
comes once a year and is celebrated on the 
second Sunday of October. This day is known to 
all Samoan people as “Aso Sa Pa’epa’e,” or 
White Sunday. 
 White Sunday is a special day dedicated 
to the children. It gets its name, literally, from 
what is to be observed on the day of. Parents 
dress their children in their best and newest 
white outfits with matching shoes and 
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accessories. The sight of children in white attire 
can be observed from one end of the 
Samoan islands to the other.  
 On White Sunday, the children 
carry out all the functions of Sunday 

service, from singing of the hymns, 
saying of the prayer, collecting of tithes, 
reading of the scriptures and to the preaching of 
the word. In White Sunday service, the children 
also get to recite their bible verses, perform skits 
and sing songs that they had prepared and 
practiced for weeks. 
 The heavenly experience for the children 
comes after the White Sunday service. Parents 
prepare and serve the children all of their 
favorite dishes and desert. No child is expected 
to lift a finger but to indulge. The parents also 
get their piece of heaven. A glimpse, that is. 
Every White Sunday serves as a reminder of 
what heaven looks like - Children dressed in 
their best whites and holding nothing back in 
their love and praise of God. 
 White Sunday is an upbringing. It is our 
parental and biblical obligation to keep this 
Samoan tradition going. This is how we raise 
the next generation for the Lord. Jesus once 
said, “Let the children come to me… for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 
Children are a gift from the Lord. They are our 
heaven on earth. 
 For pictures from our White Sunday 
celebration, please see page #11-12. 

Stewardship Sunday & 2022 
Financial Report

By: Doug Rinehart 
 October 16 was our Stewardship Sunday 
event where we as a congregation committed 

our giving intentions for 2023 in support of 
AUMC programs and ministries. It was a joyous 
event with a delicious brunch and fellowship 
following the service. As of the writing of this 
article, over $204,000 was pledged. Thank you 
for your partnership with AUMC to glorify God 
and bring others to know the Lord of us all. 
 Through October 2022, we have a 
budget shortfall of $8,164, that is, expenses 
have exceeded income by this amount even 
though expenses are $27,000 less than 
budgeted. If you are uncertain of your giving 
amount to date and want to know, please contact 
the church office. 
  

Aiea Christmas Parade
By: Grace Omura 
 The Aiea Christmas Parade is a family-
friendly community event sponsored and funded 
by the Aiea Community Association (ACA). 
The ACA is a non-profit community-based 
organization dedicated to serving the Aiea 
community. Once again, AUMC will participate 
in this community event along with many 
schools, businesses, churches and community 
groups.The parade has featured marching bands, 
classic cars, and floats. 
 This year’s parade will be held 
on December 10, 2022. The parade will 
start at 9am at Pearlridge Elementary 
School and end at the Old Sugar Mill 
Site on Halewiliko Street next to 
the Aiea Library. The route is 
approximately 2 miles long and 
will take about an hour to walk. 
Come and join the fellowship as we 
share our aloha for the Aiea community.  
 Please contact the church office if you’d 
like to participate. 
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Kahauiki Village
 Our annual angel tree gift collecting has 
begun! This year IHS is asking all gift donations 
be unwrapped. The AUMC deadline to drop-off 
is December 11th. Visit our website under the 
“missions” section or contact the office for more 
details. 

Welcome, Dr. Tyler Ramos!
 In early September, we welcomed Dr. 
Tyler Ramos as our piano accompanist! A 
pianist and cellist, Tyler Ramos holds a Doctor 
of Musical Arts in Piano Performance and 
Literature the Eastman School of Music; he also 
completed a music theory minor and Arts 
Leadership Certificate. He completed his Master 

of Music at the Fred 
Fox School of Music 
at the University of 
Arizona, and received 
his Bachelor of Music 
from the University 
of Hawai’i. 
 To learn more 
about Dr. Ramos visit 
his website 
tylerfloresramos.com  

2023 Flower Dedications
By: Esmi Benavides 

The AUMC office has begun taking 
information for 2023 worship service flower 

arrangements. Please have the following details 
ready when you sign-up: 

• Dedication (Who is the arrangement in 
honor or memory of?) 

• Sponsor (Who does the office contact 
about the dedication?) 

• Flower arranger (Will you be arranging 
the flowers?) 

 In order to fully support this beloved 
ministry and the materials it requires, we 
are asking a suggested donation of 
$40-$50 per dedication. Checks and 
offering envelopes should include 
the memo: “2023 Flower fund”. 
 Please note if you sponsor 
flowers on a Sunday with separate 
worship services, you cannot take 
your arrangement home until after 
Samoan service is finished.  
 Also, lent is a unique season for 
flower arrangements. If you sponsor flowers 
during lent, there will be no blooms to take 
home. AUMC observes lent by only using 
greenery and foliage in our arrangements.  

End-of-Year Slideshow
By: Esmi Benavides 

As this year draws to a close, I am 
working on creating a end-of-year slideshow. I 
will be accepting pictures from any and all 
AUMC events that took place in 2022!  
 Please send the following information to 
admin@aieaumc.com 

• Photo(s) 
• Name of event 
• Date of event 
• People pictured, if applicable 

Holiday Office Hours
 The church office will be CLOSED on 
Nov. 11th & 24th, and Dec. 19th & 20th. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Nov.	1 Nov.	2 Nov.	3	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Nov.	4	

10am	Ping	
Pong	group

Nov.	5	

10am	UWF	
Card	Class

Nov.	6	

10	am	Joint	
Communion	
Service	

11:15am	
Congregetional	
Meeting	

Nov.	7	

9am	Hula	

10am	Staff	
Meeting	

7pm	Finance	
Committee	
Meeting

Nov.	8	 Nov.	9	 Nov.	10	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Nov.	11	

OFFICE	
CLOSED	

Nov.	12	

Nov.	13	

10	am	Worship	
Service	

11:30	Samoan	
Service	

Nov.	14	

9am	Hula		

10am	Staff	
Meeting

Nov.	15	

7pm	SPRC	
Meeting

Nov.	16	

7pm	Worship	
Committee

Nov.	17	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Nov.	18	

10am	Ping	
Pong	group	

Nov.	19	

Nov.	20	

10	am	Joint	
Worship	Service	

7pm	Charge	
Conference

Nov.	21	

9am	Hula	

10am	Staff	
Meeting	

Nov.	22	 Nov.	23	 Nov.	24	

OFFICE	
CLOSED

Nov.	25	 Nov.	26	

Nov.	27		

10	am	Worship	
Service	

11:30	Samoan	
Service	

Nov.	28	

9am	Hula		

10am	Staff	
Meeting

Nov.	29	 Nov.	30	

Church Calendar 
By: Esmi Benavides 

Aloha AUMC ohana! If you or your passion group/ministry would like to use church facilities outside of 
meeting times or if your meeting times have changed please call 808-488-5354, email admin@aieaumc.com or 
visit us in-person during office hours (weekdays 9am-12pm). 

*Please note: due to the holiday and advent season, committee meetings are not on a regular schedule.  

November 2022 

mailto:admin@aieaumc.com
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December 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Dec.	1	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Dec.	2	

10am	Ping	
Pong	group	

Dec.	3	

10am	UWF	
Card	Class	

1pm	Bishop	
Hagyia’s	
Celebration*

Dec.	4	

10	am	Joint	
Communion	
Service	

Dec.	5	

10am	Staff	
Meeting

Dec.	6	 Dec.	7	 Dec.	8	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Dec.	9	

10am	Ping	
Pong	group	

Dec.	10	

9am	Aiea	
Christmas	
parade

Dec.	11	

10	am	Worship	
Service	

11:30	Samoan	
Service	

Dec.	12	

10am	Staff	
Meeting

Dec.	13	 Dec.	14	 Dec.	15	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Dec.	16	

10am	Ping	
Pong	group	

Dec.	17

Dec.	18	

10	am	Joint	
Worship	Service	

Dec.	19	

OFFICE	
CLOSED	

Dec.	20	

OFFICE	
CLOSED

Dec.	21	

10am	Staff	
Meeting

Dec.	22	

9am	Games	

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Dec.	23	

10am	Ping	
Pong	group	

Dec.	24	

7pm	Christmas	
Eve	Service

Dec.	25	

10	am	Worship	
Service	

11:30	Samoan	
Service	

Dec.	26	

10am	Staff	
Meeting

Dec.	27	 Dec.	28	 Dec.	29	

9am	Games		

7:30pm	Class	
Meeting

Dec.	30	

10am	Ping	
Pong	group	

Dec.	31	

6pm	New	
Year’s	Light	
service

Advent Season *Bishop Hagiya’s Aloha Celebration will be @Harris UMC
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Here are some Trunk-or-Treat and White Sunday photos. To view more please visit our website under 
the “ohana fellowship” and “gallery” tabs, respectively.  
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Honoring of Military Veterans at Aiea 
UMC on November 6, 2022 (left picture) 
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99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 

(808) 488-5354 
info@aieaumc.com 
www.aiea.church 

Committed to knowing, 
loving and serving God!

Worship Schedule 
Nov. 6 - 10a Joint Communion Worship 

Nov. 13 - 10a English & 11:30a Samoan  

Nov. 20 - 10a Joint Worship 

Nov. 27 - 10a English & 11:30a Samoan 

Dec. 4 - 10a Joint Communion Worship  

Dec. 11 - 10a English & 11:30a Samoan 

Dec. 18 - 10am Joint Worship 

Dec. 24 - 7pm Joint Worship 

Dec. 25 - 10a English & 11:30a Samoan 

Dec. 31st - 6pm New Year’s Light 

service (all are invited) 
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