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A Message from Our Pastor
By: Rev. Samuel Nam 

Aiea UMC Gift Card Ministry - The Gift That Keeps On Giving! 

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with 
actions and in truth. - 1 John 3:18 

Aloha, beloved saints of AUMC! 

 A recent news report mentioned that the State of Hawaii 
has the second highest rate of food insecurity for children and 
teens in the country. Since the pandemic, there has also been a 
50% increase in demand for services at the Hawaii Foodbank. 
In fact, from last month the Hawaii Foodbank has recorded an 
overall 15% increase in demand for services. Also last month, 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported an inflation rate of 
8.5%, a 41-year high! Make no mistake: while we may be 
lowering our restrictions due to the Covid outbreak, issues like 
food insecurity and economic hardship remain key issues for 
our people in Hawaii. So the question is: what has AUMC done 
about this? First of all, we continue to support local 
organizations such as  I.H.S., the Susannah Wesley Community 
Center, the Food Pantry at St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church, and 
Lanakila Meals on Wheels with an annual local outreach budget 
reaching nearly $10,000 to assist these ministries that help feed 
our communities. But the Missions Committee came up with 
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another idea. 
 During the heart of the Covid Pandemic in 2021, our 
AUMC Missions Committee brainstormed and asked this 
question: what if we were to purchase $50 supermarket gift cards 
to distribute to anyone in need within our own faith community?  
The reason why this idea was so novel is because oftentimes, we 
think of outreach as a missional effort towards strangers, people 
we may not necessarily know. However, the pandemic has made 
us acutely aware of struggles that many within our own faith 
ohana experience. 
 So the decision was made to invest about $1000 in 
Missions Committee funds towards this project. When others 
heard of this project, another $500 in donations came into the 
church to further the reach of this wonderful idea. I am happy to 
report that every single gift card was distributed to members of our 
AUMC Ohana. As Pastor Joe and I distributed these gift cards to 
our families, I was reminded of what the Apostle John wrote in his 
epistle: “Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but 
with actions and in truth”(1 John 3:18).   
 Brothers and sisters of AUMC, for this gift card ministry to 
continue, it will need the support and generosity of our people. I 
ask you humbly if you would consider making a donation so that 
we can continue providing supermarket gift cards to our fellow 
AUMC Ohana who may be undergoing financial hardships at the 
present time. If you are moved to give, I invite you to send in your 
check or online special offering along with a notation that this gift 
is for the “AUMC Gift Card Ministry.” With the monies 
collected, we will be able to sustain this ministry and continue the 
good work of loving one another “with actions and in truth.”  
Mahalo nui loa for your earnest and joyful participation in the 
mission and ministry of Aiea UMC. I am so blessed to be your 
pastor. May God’s grace and strength cover us all during these 
challenging times! 
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Passion Groups

Hula Sisters:  
9:00a Mondays  

Rainbow Choir:  

7:00p Wednesday 

Samoan Choir:  
6:30p Fridays 

Games & Luncheon:  
9:00a Thursdays 

Ping Pong 
3:00p Fridays 

Quilting:  
9:00a Alternate Saturdays 

FATHERS’ DAY 
We would like to collect 
pictures of members’ 
fathers and members of 
the congregation that are 
fathers in order to make a 
slide show. Provide us with 
fathers name and 
children's name along with 
a picture. Please send to 
admin@aieaumc.com 

mailto:admin@aieaumc.com
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Welcome to Aumc 
Children’s Ministry 
Corner 
By: Ghislande Leneus, Director of Christian 
Education 

For those who don’t know me, I am Ghislande 
“Ghis” Leneus, the new Director of Christian 
Education here at AUMC. I was hired last 
December 2021, as the Nursery Attendant. My 
face may look familiar to some. It is with great 
honor to be given the opportunity to be the new 
DCE serving you and your children.  

In my current role as a DCE, I oversee the 
nursery and children’s ministry team members, 
teach Sunday school lessons, and plan Ohana 
Fellowship night.  I am a mother of all children 
under my care. I believe that children are the 
life of the church and the light of the world. I 
have planned to show love, give love, and teach 
the love of God. I have devoted my time in the 
past and present to many Children’s ministries 
in different religious settings as I travel with my 
active-duty spouse and my children wherever 
the Army sends us. Your children’s safety is our 
first priority. The staff is Safe gathering and 
CPR certified. 

I would like to walk you through the Nursery 
and Children’s Ministry Nursery Hours and 
Availability. 
Sunday Mornings | 8:45-12:15 p.m. Tuesday 
Night | 6:15pm-8:15pm (Bell Choir Season)  

Nursery care is for children aged 4 years old and 
younger. The Nursery opens usually 15 minutes 
prior to a worship service/event and closes 15 
minutes after it concludes. 

Things to Bring 
A labeled diaper bag or Ziploc bag with your 
child’s name of the following items: Change of 
clothing in case the child soil the 
original clothing, Bottles/Sippy cups, 
Soothing pacifiers, and Safety items 
(blankets, stuffed toys, etc.) for 
comfort and for sleeping are 
welcome and encouraged to 
bring with your child.  

Parents/Guardians need to Know 
All children should be free of fever, cough, 
vomiting, diarrhea, and any cold/flu symptoms 
in light of Covid, we are taking safety 
precautions. If your child is inconsolable or 
suddenly become ill under our care, we will 
send the parent or guardian listed on the child 
registration form a text message. With that 
being said, the Cell phone should be kept on 
during worship service and should be set on 
vibration. 

We are trying to build trust between the child 
and the Nursery staff. So, we asked that parents 
can come in a timely manner to provide comfort 
or help soothe without necessarily removing the 
child from the Nursery. But, if the child 
suddenly becomes sick, we asked that you take 
the child home. 
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Elementary School-Aged Sunday School 
(ages 5 to 11) 
Sunday school includes a bible lesson, a video 
of the lesson, worksheets, music, and crafts. The 
children will take home a memory verse each 
week of the lesson. 

Baptism 
Our church offers Baptism for people of all 
ages, including infants and children. If you 
would like to schedule a Baptism, please contact 
me at DCE@aieaumc.com or you can see Pastor 
Sam Nam. 

New Baby???  
If your family has grown near or far, please 
email me at DCE@aieaumc.com to share the 
birth of a new baby, an adopted child, and a 
grandchild with the church.  

Team member Opportunity 
The AUMC children’s ministry is looking for a 
team member who is interested in joining us. 
Grandparents, guardians, parents, or church 
members who are available and willing to help 
disciple the children of AUMC. We are praying 
for you and praying God will put it in your heart 
to give the children one Sunday of the month of 
service.  

AUMC New Members 
By: Betty Demarke 

Sue Stevens (short for Linda Sue Stevens) 
retired after serving for 32 years as a Social 
Worker for the VA. She moved here recently 
from Memphis, Tennessee and is very happy to 
be living here in Hawaii. Now she is able to see 
her teenage grandson, Kyree, who attends 
Damien Memorial School in Kalihi. Sue is very 
active and walks and runs in her Salt Lake 
neighborhood, averaging 3-5 miles several days 
a week. She line dances with a group in 
Windward Oahu. Sue's two sons live on the 
mainland. Linwood is a retired Marine and 
resides in San Diego, working for a company 
that makes drones. Her second son Darryl lives 
in Roanoke, Virginia. She describes him as a ' 
"college educated truck driver" Darryl and his 
wife Cherry have a 3-year old son John and a 
daughter Abigail who is one. Sue returned to 
work at the local VA when she moved here.” 

JP and Katerina Cadlaon moved to Hawaii 
from Southern California in June 2021 with 
their two children, Caden, 4, and Malia, 2. 
Caden enjoys going to his pre-school co-op and 
gymnastics class. Malia loves to sing, dance, 
and play with play-doh. Katerina is currently an 
undergrad student, does pilates, and enjoys 
baking. JP works for the IRS, likes to surf, and 
enjoys maintaining his fresh-water aquarium. 

Anquinette Ferguson (Ann for short) and her 
husband Kenneth met in San Diego, California,  
where they are both from. They have 3 children, 
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Linayah 14, Vera 12 , and Kaiden 3. Ann’s 
hobbies are everything beauty! She enjoys 
doing hair, nails, and makeup. As a family they 
love exploring the island and all its beautiful 
beaches. Ann has been our Executive Assistant 
since March 2020 and has recently accepted a 
position as a Victim Advocate with the US 
Army. 

WE ARE HIRING!!  
Nursery Attendants 

Executive Assistant 

Piano Accompanist 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 
BUILDING 
RENOVATIONS 
By: Doug Rinehart, Trustee  

AUMC ohana, 

Many of you know that a renovation of the 
Fellowship Hall building has been planned for 
quite a while. So, why no visible progress? 

Actually, there has been significant progress. 
Your Board of Trustees (BoT) has worked to 
prepare building plans and permits and has them 
in hand. What we lack is a contractor to do 
the work. 

Four contractors were invited to bid on our 
project last year and their bids were received at 
the end of August, 2021, and evaluated within a 
few weeks. We selected the best and started 
negotiating details with them prior to signing a 
contract. Inordinately long response times on 
their side made us wonder if we had the right 
firm. 

In January, we concluded that they were not 
interested in the work. We asked the second 
choice to update their bid and they gave us a bid 
that was over 20% higher than their original. 
What we thought was going to cost $380K with 
the first contractor jumped to $550K with the 
second choice.We have decided to seek new 
bids from other contractors but have found none 
willing to put together proposals. Meanwhile 
costs have increased and any hopes of doing the 
planned work for less than $400K seem to have 
vaporized for now. 

Needless to say, this has been very frustrating 
and disheartening, but we continue to seek a 
suitable contractor. Your prayers are 
encouraged. 
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Thanks from Susannah 
Wesley Community 
Center! 
Our church has supported the Center monetarily 
and through past Food Pantry drives and 
the recent Diaper Collection Drive. 

Also, appreciation goes out to Pastor Patti who 
coordinated the collection at our church with 
support from United Women in Faith (UMW) at 
our church. 

Mahalo and blessings to all! 

AmazonSmile: A New Way to 
Support AUMC Programs and 
Ministries 
Several months ago, we setup the Smile 
program with Amazon and we just got our first 
check … for $5.00! Okay, not a huge sum, but 
a start and enough to see that it works. Please 
consider making all your Amazon purchases 
through “Amazon Smile” with AUMC as the 
recipient of the charitable gift. Here’s how…. 

1. Instead of logging on Amazon.com, visit 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/99-6006828 

2. Sign in with your Amazon Password and 
begin shopping! Amazon’s foundation will 
donate 0.5% of your purchase to AUMC. 
Note that the donation to AUMC will only 
happen if you shop through the smile.amazon 
site, so change your apps and shortcuts 
to take you directly there. Please contact the 
church office with any questions about the 
program and procedure.  
About AmazonSmile 
When you shop with AmazonSmile, you’ll find 
the exact same prices, selection, and shopping 
experience as Amazon.com, with the 
added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 
0.5% of your eligible purchases to AUMC at no 
cost to you or AUMC. 

 
Flower 
Lei 
Worship Committee 
needs to make sure 
that there are lei for 
important occasions 
such as guest preachers, when we receive new 
members, and when we are saying aloha to 
members. If you are willing to make lei or have 
flowers that can be made into a lei, please 
contact Lois Takata, by email: 
hilois2533@gmail.com, or by phone: 
(808)840-1397. 

6



May/June 2022 Aiea United Methodist Church

7

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

May. 29 
Combined Worship 

Service 9a 

May. 30 
Hula 9a 

May. 31 Jun.1 
10am Staff Meeting 

Choir Practice 7p 

Jun. 2 
Games 9a 

Class Meeting 7:30p

Jun. 3 
Ping Pong 3p 

Samoan Choir 6:30P

Jun. 4 

Jun. 5 
Combined Worship 

Service 9a  
Worship Meeting  

10:15a 
 

Jun. 6 
Hula 9a 

Jun. 7 
Trustees Meeting 7 

Jun. 8 
10am Staff Meeting 

Choir Practice 7p 

Jun. 9 
Games 9a   

Class Meeting 7:30p 

Jun. 10  
Ping Pong 3p 

Samoan Choir 6:30P

Jun. 11 
Quilting 9a

Jun. 12 
Worship Service 9a 

11:00a Samoan 
Language Worship 

UMF 10:15a 

Jun. 13 
Hula 9a 

Jun. 14 
Finance Meeting 7p 

Jun. 15 
10am Staff Meeting 

Choir Practice 7p 

Jun. 16 
Games 9a   

Class Meeting 7:30p

Jun. 17 
Ping Pong 3p 

Samoan Choir 6:30P

Jun. 18 

Jun. 19 
Worship Service 9a 

11:00a Samoan 
Language Worship 

Liturgist Training 10a 

Jun. 20 
Hula 9a 

Jun. 21 
SPRC 7:30p 

Jun. 22 
10am Staff Meeting 
7p Special Charge 

Conference 
Choir Practice 7p 

Jun. 23 
Games 9a  

Class Meeting 7:30p

Jun. 24 
Ping Pong 3p 

Samoan Choir 6:30P

Jun. 25 
Quilting 9a

Jun. 26 
Combined Worship  

Service 9a 
Worship Meeting 10a 

Jun. 27 
Hula 9a 

Jun. 28 
Ad Council  7p

Jun. 29 
10am Staff Meeting 

Choir Practice 7p 

Jun. 30 
Games 9a  

Class Meeting 7:30p
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Aiea United Methodist Church 
99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, HI 96701

Aiea United Methodist 
Church

99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 

(808) 488-5354 

info@aieaumc.com 

www.aieaumc.com 

Committed to knowing, 
loving and serving God!

Worship Schedule

June. 5 - 9a Combined Worship 

June. 12 - 9a English & 11:00a Samoan  

June. 19 - 9a English & 11:00a Samoan 

June. 26 - 9a Combined Worship 

Inside this Issue
A Message from our Pastor……….……1-2 

Staff…….……………………………….……1 

Passion Groups…………………………….2 

Fathers Day…………………………………2 

Children’s Ministry ……………….……..3-4 

New Members…..……………………….4-5 

We Are Hiring………..…………………….5 

Renovations…….…………..…….………5-6 

SWCC Thanks………..…………………….6 

Amazon Smile.………..……………..…….6 

Flower Lei..………..………………….…….6 

Calendar..…..………………….…….…..…7 

mailto:info@aieaumc.com
http://www.aieaumc.com

	The Herald
	Church Staff
	A Message from Our Pastor
	Passion Groups


