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A Message from Our Pastor
Mahalo Nui Loa 
By: Pastor Samuel Nam 
 Grace and Aloha to you, beloved AUMC Family! How 
goes it with your soul? It has been two months since the last 
newsletter and I wanted to give everyone a quick update from 
my article in July. I will use the same headings as the previous 
newsletter but expand on each topic.  

 1. “A Sign of the Times” cont. & A Greater Vision 
Ahead  
As I shared previously, the Board of Trustees have been looking 
to upgrade the signage around our church. We want people to 
know that AUMC is here in the heart of Aiea, ready to love and 
serve the community as the hands and feet of Jesus Christ! I 
humbly asked if you would consider donating to this project. 
Guess what? In the two months since that article was written, 
over $3200 has come in via the generous donations of some 
within our AUMC Ohana. This includes two separate gifts of 
$1500 each. I am blessed to know that our AUMC Ohana 
overflows with generosity and love when there is a need in our 
congregation. On behalf of the Trustees, Mahalo Nui Loa for 
your support!!!  

 In addition to upgraded signage, the Trustees are also 
working on overall renovation and redesign needs of our 
campus. AUMC has been on our current campus here on 
Laulima St for nearly 80 years (the old sanctuary on this current 
site was dedicated back in 1942! Our current sanctuary as well 
as office/classroom space will turn 52 years old next month!) As 
can be expected, there are a great deal of deferred maintenance 
projects on the horizon. But the projects are not only about 
repairs; that is, the Trustees have been envisioning several 
campus renovation ideas that will help us continue to reach our 
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community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Soon, the Trustees 
and Ad Council hope to share the overall plans to move our church 
forward. When that time comes, I pray that we will join hands and 
journey together into an exciting future. The best is yet to come 
for AUMC. Amen!  

2. Looking Out For One Another In Love - This is our 
greater work!  

Similar to the aforementioned sign project, I also 
mentioned a church outreach project that our missions committee 
started with the use of Times Supermarket gift cards. And again, 
some of you responded with loving gestures of generosity by 
mailing in checks (or in some cases, gift cards!) to help our church 
continue this important outreach. To date, Pastor Joe Siofele and I 
have distributed over 13 Times gift cards valued at $50 each. 
Beloved AUMC family, Mahalo Nui Loa for helping our church 
reach out to our own faith ohana during these difficult times!  

As most of you know, I am going through a sermon series 
entitled, “Nehemiah: Our Greater Work” and one of the questions I 
have been asking us to reflect upon is: “What is broken and in 
need of repair in our church?” On Sunday, September 19, I 
actually asked the worshipers who were with us in-person to write 
down their reflections and submit them. In the 20 responses we 
received, there was one common theme - loving our neighbors and 
reaching out to our fellow AUMC ohana. This shows me that 
many in our congregation remain committed to a spirit of outreach 
and evangelism whether it is in the form of sharing our faith with 
those outside the church or even extending mercy and love to one 
another as a church family. To this, I wish to say a resounding 
“Yes & Amen!” Thank you for sharing what you feel is a great 
priority for our church - that is, looking out for one another in love 
should be among our chief concerns as the body of Christ.  

3. “Let the Little Children Come”  
When I first issued this call to volunteer for Sunday 

School, we did not have a Director of Christian Education (DCE) 
but immediately after the newsletter was sent out, the Lord sent us 
Patti Minietta and her lovely family. Patti has been serving as our 
DCE since mid August and already, there is great excitement 
bubbling up in our children’s ministry with the re-launch of 
weekly Sunday School! Patti has a team of dedicated volunteers 
who serve alongside her. Please be on the lookout for Patti’s 
newsletter article as well as church announcements that focus on  
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the exciting programs and ideas in store for our 
keiki. And to the many AUMC folks who have 
stepped up to serve and give of their time and 
resources for our next generation ministries, 
Mahalo Nui Loa! Thanks be to God! 

Aiea Elementary   
School Supply Drive 
2021-22 
By: Mission Committee

Our annual Aiea Elementary School Supply 
Drive was a success! Many thanks for your 
generous support of the students in our 
community. Additionally, we will continue 
providing 60 bags of food monthly to the 
students through our Keiki Bag program in 
partnership with St. Elizabeth’s Church.

Stewardship Journey 
Speakers
By: Doug Rinehart, Finance Committee 
Chair

In the Sundays preceding Stewardship Sunday, 
we have traditionally had members of our 
congregation share their views on stewardship 
and/or their stewardship journey. We invite 
those of you who might feel inspired by the 
Holy Spirit to share your story by volunteering 
to give a short, 3-minute testimonial one 
Sunday; it could be in person or recorded. If you 
are interested and want to know more, contact 
Pastor Sam by e-mail pastorsam@aieaumc.com 
or phone 840-7151. 

October 17, 2021 
Stewardship Sunday
By: Doug Rinehart, Finance Committee 
Chair

“You will be enriched in every way for great 
generosity….”  2 Corinthians 9:11. 
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Aiea Elementary School  
Supply Drive  2021-22 

17 backpacks 
17 ballpoint pens 

2 binders 
17 sets colored pencils 
44 composition books 

136 boxes crayons 
17 containers disinfecting wipes 

20 subject dividers 
12 earbud pouches 

24 earbuds 
40 folder paper packs 
20 glue stick packs 

55 highlighters 
15 Kleenex 

23 marker sets 
4 paint sets 

47 paper towels 
2 pencil boxes 
674 #2 pencils 
36 sharpie pens 

9 boxes plastic bags 
22 portfolios 
45 scissors 

31 rubber slippers 
15 soap dispensers 

132 children’s underwear 
29 white glue

mailto:pastorsam@aieaumc.com
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This verse from Paul’s letter to the Christians at 
Corinth is taken from a chapter in which he 
urges them to be generous givers to glorify God.  
The Message states it this way, “This most 
generous God…. is more than extravagant with 
you. He gives you something you can then give 
away, which grows into full-formed lives, 
robust in God, wealthy in every way, so that you 
can be generous in every way, producing with 
us great praise to God.” 

On Stewardship Sunday we commit our giving 
intentions for the coming year. Stewardship 
Sunday is on October 17 and it will be a joint 
service with Samoan and English congregations 
worshipping together. We will also offer the 
opportunity for those not attending in-person to 
drive-by after the 9 a.m. service to drop off their 
pledge cards as a physical act of commitment. 

Do pray for discernment on where God is 
leading you in stewardship for 2022. Join with 
your church ohana on October 17 either in 
person or on-line as we make our commitments. 

With joy and thankfulness for God’s multitude 
blessings, 

Doug Rinehart, AUMC Finance Committee 
Chair 

Children’s Ministry
By: Patti Minietta, Director of Christian 
Education

Hello!

I wanted to take a moment to share with you 
how AUMC has prepared for the safe opening 
of our nursery and Children’s Sunday School. 
Our staff members and volunteers are required 
to be vaccinated and must complete Safe 
Gatherings Training. This training is renewed 
every two years and includes consent to a 
background check prior to working with 
children. The National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 

provides us with guidelines for cleaning, 
sanitizing and disinfecting our nursery and 
youth areas. 

AUMC will continue to follow the COVID 
mitigation guidelines put out by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The 
CDC guidelines promote vaccination among 
eligible staff, consistent and correct mask use 
when indoors, and physical distancing of at least 
6 feet from people not living in the same 
household. If you or your child show symptoms 
of COVID we ask you to follow the CDC 
guidelines and get tested before coming on 
campus. We will continue to follow the CDC 
guidelines and increase our outdoor air 
ventilation by having classroom doors and 
windows open during Sunday School and 
fellowship times. After children are released 
from the chapel for Sunday School, they wash 
their hands prior to entering the classroom. The 
bathroom doors are propped open to increase 
ventilation and there is no need to touch the 
door handles. If anyone is feeling sick, we ask 
you to please stay home, and our Sunday School 
Gospel Project materials will be emailed to the 
parents. Our church asks you to please register 
for Sunday services online to help us in the 
event contact tracing is needed. As parents and 
guardians sign their child in each Sunday for 
Sunday School, we ask that you provide us with 
any allergy information we need to know about. 
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The sign in form also asks if it’s ok for staff 
members to take photographs of your child 
during Sunday School that can be used to 
promote our children’s ministry on AUMC 
social media platforms. We would love to reach 
out and invite more families to join our 
wonderful church as we share the love of Christ 
with our community! 

Our Keiki Camp will be offered during the fall 
break on October 11th – 15th from 8 AM to 
noon. Keiki Camp sign up will open to the 
public on October 1st. Church members will 
have an opportunity to sign up first as spots are 
limited. A suggested donation of $20 per child is 
requested to attend. Space is limited based on 
the number of volunteers we have. Please let me 
know if you can volunteer! Many hands make 
light work! 

Ohana Fellowship Night is back! You are 
invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall on the 
last Saturday of every month from 4 PM to 6 
PM for an evening of games, table talk, and a 
devotional message. You are welcome to bring a 
prepackaged snack or fruit from your garden to 
share. We hope to see you there! 

I’m honored to serve as your Director of 
Christian Education at AUMC. I appreciate the 
warm welcome you have all given to me. If you 
have any questions or suggestions, please let me 
know. I welcome your fellowship ideas and 
input. Our family is glad to be worshiping 
alongside each of you here. Thank you to 
everyone who has already stepped up to 
volunteer and serve in our church! If you would 

like to share your spiritual gifts and talents 
working with our youth, please let me know! 
Our ministry team looks forward to planning 
more future Christian educational programs for 
our youth and adults. Stay tuned for upcoming 
announcements!

Many Blessings for a Healthy School Year, 

Patti Minietta, dce@aieaumc.com 

2021 Budget Status
By: Doug Rinehart, Co-Treasurer

Two-thirds of the way through 2021 (67%), 
overall giving is at 53.7% of that expected for 
the year. Expenses are at 58.0% of budgeted.  
Through August we have spent $10,571 more 
than we have received for the budget. When the 
budget was prepared in November 2020, we 
expected giving to increase in the second half of 
2021, which has not yet happened, we think, 
largely due to the impact of the COVID-19 
Delta variant.

When Will Choir 
Start?
By: Lois Takata, Worship Committee Chair
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Our music director turned performing artist, Jon 
Michael Palompo, gave the Worship Committee 
a report when we met Thursday, September 16.  
In anticipation, the committee wants to be sure 
we are ready to start as soon as we have 
permission. The trustees are already planning to 
replace the sanctuary piano, moving the present 
piano back to the rehearsal room. Pastor Sam 
and Jon Michael will be the ones to determine 
rehearsal start date. Part of being ready is 
knowing who would like to sing with the choir.  
If you would like to be a part of the choir, please 
email Jon at jonathonmichaelp@gmail.com 

Pros for starting now
Choir members are anxious and willing to 
perform. Offers more service opportunities for 
those looking to serve in ministry.

Cons for starting now
● COVID gathering policies are ever-changing.
● Over 70% of choir at present are at-risk of 
severe COVID reactions.
● Church members are becoming increasingly 
cautious by the day.
● Choir is “out of shape” and needs time to 
review repertoire.

Requirements for choir reinstatement
● 100% of all choir members must be 
vaccinated.
● Outdoor rehearsals in the courtyard to provide 
a risk-free environment
● Members must register for in-person 

congregational worship. 
● Temperature checks will be taken every week, 

both at rehearsals and Sunday Worship 
Service

● Number of choir members must not exceed 
recommended CDC gathering limits.
● Masks must be worn for in-person 
performances. (Pastor Sam told us that there 
may be masks especially for singers. This will 
be verified as to availability, costs, etc.)

World Communion 
Sunday
By: Lois Takata, Worship Committee Chair

Thank you for your generosity in 2020. You 
gave $400,254 towards the ministries funded by 
the World Communion Sunday offering. This 
offering supports diverse mix of national and 
international ethnic young adults to make a 
global impact for Christ. Half of the offering 
benefits World Communion Scholarships for 
graduate students from the U.S. and other 
countries; the remainder assists Ethnic 
Scholarships for U.S. and international 
undergraduates studying in the U.S. and Ethnic 
In-Service Training. These funds are 
administered by the General Boards' of Higher 
Education and Ministry and Global Ministries.
Checks can be directed to your local church by 
writing “WCS” in the memo line: bring it to 
church with you, October 3 or mail it to the 
church. If you prefer, please give online or mail 
checks to World Communion Sunday, GCFA, 
P.O. Box 340029, Nashville, TN 37203, making 
note of your local church.  
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Sometime ago, a Noni tree was planted in the 
garden fronting lower parking lot.  Tree is 
bearing fruit and fallen fruit is becoming a 

nuisance the to maintain.  If you are interested 
in harvesting the fruit, please help yourselves.

mailto:jonathonmichaelp@gmail.com
https://www.gbhem.org/
https://www.gbhem.org/
http://www.umcmission.org/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Sep 26
9am Worship Service

11:30am Samoan 
Language Worship

Sep 27
7:30pm Class 

Meeting

Sep 28
7pm Ad Council 

Mtg 
6:30-8pm 

Handbells practice 

Sep 29
10am Staff 

Meeting

Sep 30
9a Games 

Group 

October 1 October 2

October 3
9a Combined Worship 

Service
World Communion 

Sunday

October 4
7:30pm Class 

Meeting d

October 5
7pm Trustees 

Meeting
6:30-8pm 

Handbells practice 

October 6
10am Staff 

Meeting

October 7
9a Games 

Group

October 8 October 9

October 10
9am Worship Service

11:30am Samoan 
Language Worship

October 11
8am-12pm

Keiki Camp
7:30pm Class 

Meeting

October 12
8am-12pm

Keiki Camp 
7pm Finance 

Meeting
6:30-8pm 

Handbells practice 

October 13
8am-12pm

Keiki Camp 

October 14
8am-12pm

Keiki Camp 
9a Games 

Group

October 15
8am-12pm

Keiki Camp 

October 16

October 17
Stewardship Sunday

9am Worship Service
11:30am Samoan 

Language Worship

October 18
7:30pm Class 

Meeting

October 19
7:30pm SPRC 

Meeting
6:30-8pm 

Handbells practice 

October 20
10am Staff 

Meeting

October 21
9a Games 

Group

October 22 October 23

October 24/October 31
9am Worship Service

11:30am Samoan 
Language Worship

October 25
7:30pm Class 

Meeting

October 26
7pm Ad Council 

Mtg
6:30-8pm 

Handbells practice 

October 27
10am Staff 

Meeting

October 28
9a Games 

Group

October 29 October 30 
4-6pmOhana 

Fellowship 
Night
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 Aiea United Methodist Church
99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, HI 96701

Aiea United Methodist 
Church

99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 

(808) 488-5354 

info@aieaumc.com 

www.aieaumc.com 

Committed to knowing, 
loving and serving God!

Worship Schedule
Sept. 26 - 9a English & 11:30a Samoan 

Oct. 3 - 9a Combined Worship 

Oct. 10 - 9a English & 11:30a Samoan 

Oct. 17 - 9a English & 11:30a Samoan 

Oct. 24 - 9a English & 11:30a Samoan 

Oct. 31- 9a English & 11:30a Samoan 
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