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A Message from Our Pastor
Socially Distanced but Spiritually Connected  

“When I am with those who are weak, I share their 
weakness, for I want to bring the weak to Christ. Yes, I try 
to find common ground with everyone, doing everything I 

can to save some”  (1 Corinthians 9:22). 

Beloved AUMC Ohana, 

 Life during Covid-19 has proven to be a great challenge 
for all of us — medical concerns, financial difficulties, physical 
separation from friends and family, emotional/mental 
challenges, and the list goes on. For me, the greatest pastoral 
challenge I have faced has been to help our congregation 
navigate through a pandemic that compels us to remain socially 
distanced yet spiritually connected. This is an uphill battle, sure, 
but I am grateful that we are on this journey together as one 
family in Christ. In the same spirit in which the Apostle Paul 
wrote the verse quoted above, I pray that we will do everything 
in our power to find that common ground with our sisters and 
brothers at Aiea UMC, so that we could spread the hope and 
encouragement found in Christ alone.  

 Ash Wednesday on February 17 marks the beginning of 
another journey for our congregation, for we enter into the 
season of Lent. Traditionally, Christians have used this period 
of 40 days to engage in spiritual disciplines so as to “put our 
spiritual house in order.” Ultimately, Lent helps us embrace the 
Risen Christ with a renewed and undivided heart. During Lent 
this year, we will be offering a few different online services and 
gatherings to assist you on your journey. I pray that you will be 
able to join us for at least some of these online events as we 
look forward to the day when Covid-19 will no longer affect 
our ability to meet together. May God bless you and keep you.  
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Lent/Easter  

 ●  Ash Wednesday, February 17 at 7pm. 
Our online worship service will be held on 
Zoom. An invitation to the Zoom will go out the 
day before, February 16, via email. Please 
contact the office if you do not get an invite but 
wish to join. This service will be a simplified 
version of a traditional Ash Wednesday service 
with no spreading of ashes.  

 ●  Good Friday Service, April 2 at 7pm. 
This service will also be held on Zoom.  

 ●  Easter Sunrise Service, April 4 at 
6am. This service will be an in-person/outdoor 
service. Because this will be a special in-person 
gathering, RSVPs will be required (similar to 
our recent Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service).  

 ●  Easter Sunday Service, April 4 at 
9am. Join us for Easter Sunday service on our 
regular YouTube Livestream!  
 
Family Ministry Update  
Since we have pivoted to an online-only 
worship format, the children and youth of 
our church have not been able to gather for 
worship, Bible study or events. After 
consulting with some parents of AUMC 
children/youth, we have decided to host an 
evening of fun, worship, and games.  

 On Saturday, February 27 at 7pm 
we will have a Family Game Night on 
Zoom! Everyone is invited but this evening 
will be geared towards the children and 
youth of our congregation. Please join us as 
we come together for an evening of games, 
worship, and trivia! More information 
along with an RSVP form will be made 
available soon.  

AUMC Membership Class -  
Wednesdays on March 3, 10, 17, & 24  
For the first four weeks of March, we will have 
an AUMC membership class online via Zoom. 
This class is for anyone wishing to learn what it 
means to be a member of Aiea UMC. While the 
class will go into membership basics as well as 
a review of our baptismal vows as United 
Methodists, the course is really designed with 
everyone in mind. Whether you are a worship 
attendee who has yet to commit to membership 
or you have been a member of our church for 5, 
15, or even 50 years(!), I encourage you to 
register for this class.  

Grace and Aloha,  

Pastor Samuel Nam 
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 Mission Update 
By: Lianne Nango, Mission Committee Chair  

Thank you to all who contributed to Susannah 
Wesley Community Center's Food Pantry. 
Included in the donation are $375 in Foodland 
gift certificates. 

2020 Financial Report 
and 2021 Budget  
By: Doug Rinehart, AUMC Co-Treasurer 

Our church ended 2020 with a budget surplus of 
$34,800 (before PPP loan), reversing a deficit of 
$28,200 in 2019.  Giving from the congregation 
was 89% of what was budgeted.  When the 
federal Paycheck Protection Program loan is 
added, the surplus was over $73,000. 

This was an extraordinary outcome considering 
the impacts of the pandemic. That giving was a 
God-inspired 89% of budgeted is a testament to 
the faithfulness and generosity of our 
congregation and their commitment to praise 
God through their offering. 

The surplus was the result of reduced 
expenditures for staff and facilities; reductions 
in apportionment and pastor retirement benefit 

payments allowed by the Cal-Pac Conference; 
and income from the PPP. Full financial support 
was maintained for international missionaries 
and programs ($11,300) and support of local 
missions was $19,500, $5K more than initially 
budgeted. Note:  $146K was spent to renovate 
the parsonage and to purchase equipment for 
our virtual worship services, but this money 
came from non-budget funds. 

Your 2021 budget is $384K, 4% lower than 
2020, with a small deficit projected. This takes 
into account continued impacts of the pandemic 
through mid-2021. It takes into account plans to 
hire staff to restart programs for the keiki of 
AUMC. It also assumes giving will increase as 
we attract new worshipers. If you have 
questions about the budget, feel free to discuss 
them with me and, as always, continue to pray 
for AUMC. 

Praise Opportunity  
Looking for a new way to praise God through 
giving of your time and talents? Your Finance 
Committee is establishing a Capital Campaign 
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Committee to raise money for needed 
maintenance and renovation of the AUMC 
campus. Members are sought; if you are reading 
this, you are qualified and invited! No prior 
experience is needed, just a desire to help 
develop a plan and carry it out. For more 
information, please contact Doug Rinehart 
(840-1101, aieaumctreasurer@gmail.com ) or 
Pastor Sam.   

The AUMC Foundation Committee announces 
scholarship application forms for school year 
2021-22, are now available. Completed 
applications must arrive in the church office, or 
be post marked, no later than April 30, 2021. 
Contact the church office at 488-5354 for more 
information, or to receive application forms.  

Additional Editorial Information: 
An applicant must be a professing or affiliate 
member who is an active participant of AUMC 
for at least one year at the time of application. 
An active applicant is a person who attends 
church regularly, takes part in church activities, 
and contributes to the life of the church.  

Scholarship assistance may be granted to 
individuals who are attending or planning to 
attend, on a full-time basis, an accredited 
university, college, vocational or trade school, 
or other post-high school institutions.  

Consider Joining a Class 
Meeting 
By: Jon Moran 

OK, what is a Class Meeting?  In a fairly recent 
article, Tommy Jennings* relates that the first 
Class Meeting took place when people in 
London approached Wesley asking him to meet 
with them. He agreed to meet. The purpose of 
their meeting together was to “flee from the 
wrath to come, and to assist each other in so 
doing.” The (class meeting) consisted of all 
genders, ages, and economic status (anyone 
could participate). With spiritual formation 
instilled upon the Wesley brothers, the class 
meeting became an obvious way to question, 
teach, and form spiritual growth in the people.  
Following the successful establishment of Class 
Meetings in London, John Wesley wrote: “It 
scarce can be conceived what advantages have 
been reaped from this prudential regulation of 
the class-meetings. Many now happily 
experience that Christian fellowship of which 
they had not so much as an idea before.” Dr. 
Albert Outler, arguably considered by many as 
the greatest Methodist historian, wrote: “The 
class-meeting was more than another 
experiment in ‘Christian togetherness.’ It was, 
in fact, a schola animarium—a ‘school for 
growing souls.’ 

 From the beginning, Methodists were 
expected to grow in spiritual maturity.  This 
accountability would enhance “Scriptural 
holiness” which was expected of every 
Methodist. They were expected to live the 
fullness of a “sanctified” life. Wesley often 
described this sanctified life as “one moving 
toward perfection.” Perfection was understood 
as a growing in love for God, and for humanity. 
The class meeting helped each individual make 
progress toward perfection. 
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 Wesley recognized that the meetings 
could be a place where each member could 
watch over one another in love. Wesley 
recognized that the class meeting “provided a 
sense of security, thereby meeting some basic 
social and personal needs of their members.” 
 The groups were better able to take care of one 
another.  Dr. David Lowes Watson, writing 
about the Class Meeting, states: “the members 
were enjoined to watch over one another in 
love, lest they should make shipwreck of their 
faith. God’s grace thereby moved through their 
lives and made a distinctive impact on the social 
context; but only because they were first of all 
obedient in their discipleship… which they 
sought to maintain through the mutual 
accountability of their weekly meetings…  The 
class meeting was the primary structure in early 
Methodism… to keep every person connected to 
the rest of the movement… to cooperate with 
the grace that God had given them, and to 
ensure that no one was forgotten or left behind.” 
  
 OK, enough with the history lesson; if 
you’re still with me, you probably want to know 
what it looks like to attend a Class Meeting.  
First of all, as in Wesley’s day, anyone can join; 
membership or even attendance at a church is 
NOT a pre-requisite. Class Meetings take place 
once a week, at a time acceptable to all 
participants, except as may be agreed upon by 
participants (for instance, over holidays). As to 
Class Meeting content, here’s a description: the 
leader will guide the class. The class will begin 
with a Reading, a hymn or Bible verse or even a 
poem if appropriate. The purpose is to move the 
members to a place of participation within the 
context of Discipleship. Next, the leader will 
begin the discussion. He or she will ask a 
question based on the context of the Reading 
designed to elicit an answer to the greater 
question, “Where did you experience God this 
past week?” Another question often used in 

Class Meetings is, “How is it with your soul?”  
The purpose of the opening question is to help 
each member become more aware of the Holy 
Spirit moving in their lives. The leader will not 
be critical if the member does not answer. He or 
she will only encourage the member to be more 
open to witnessing the Spirit moving in their 
lives. The leader will give everyone present the 
opportunity to answer. Another benefit of 
answering this question will be that if someone 
participating in the Class Meeting is not a 
Christian, they will have the opportunity to hear 
how others are experiencing God away from 
church. As the meeting progresses, the hope is 
that the leader will be able to discern when he or 
she needs to add more to the conversation--for 
this is an accountability group, too. The tone is 
one of love not condemnation. The meeting 
should not last more than an hour, and at the 
conclusion the leader should close in prayer. 
  
 The good news is that Class Meetings 
were established, via Zoom, at AUMC back in 
June 2019, and are still going strong. One 
member said, “For me it’s has been “Faith 
Strengthening” with God and ‘Spiritual Support’ 
with the participants that attend the class.”  
Another participant stated, “class (meeting) is 
an occasion of grace… (one of those) 
experiences that bring one closer to God… The 
sharing among us strengthens my faith—and I 
learn something new every time. I truly enjoy 
the fellowship.” Slipping into metaphorical 
expression, a member said they participated in 
Class Meetings to “be with the Lions so that the 
Hyenas can’t defeat you.” Still yet another 
member exclaimed that “for me being with 
others who share encounters with the Trinity: 
God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit is what 
being a follower is all about.” Members can 
participate in a Zoom Class Meeting by smart 
phone or by computer; it is 100% safe in terms 
of exposure to COVID-19, and does not require 
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participants to travel to any other location; since 
no masks are worn at Zoom meetings, 
participants can see expressions, body language, 
and perceive attitudes.   

 For all these reasons (Christian 
fellowship, discipleship, growing your soul, 
make progress towards perfection, watch over 
one another in love, provide a sense of security, 
maintain accountability, keep every person 
connected, cooperate with God’s grace, leave no 
one forgotten or behind, become more aware of 
the Spirit moving in your life, hear how others 
are experiencing God away from church), we 
invite YOU to join AUMC’s Class Meetings.  
Imagine being a part of something through 
which the Triune God can accomplish all of 
that, in just an hour a week!  

“Living Your Methodist Identity: 
Recovering the Class Meeting for Disciple 
Building”, posted on April 9, 2018, by 
Tommy Jennings, was used extensively, and 
at times, verbatim, in this article.  

s of all ages are invited!Moms, Dads, 
Grandparents and Kids of all ages are invited!
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We invite YOU to join AUMC’s 
weekly Class Meetings!

Hosted by Jon Moran
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February Calendar  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

                         14 
9a Worship/
Youtube Live  

10a Coffee Time/
Zoom 

11:30a Samoan 
Worship/Zoom 

15 16 17 

7pm Ash 
Wednesday 
Zoom Service

18 

7pm SPRC 
Meeting

19 

4:30 Recording 
Hymn

20

                         21 
9a Worship/
Youtube Live  

10a Coffee Time/
Zoom 

11:30a Samoan 
Worship/Zoom 

                         22                            23 

7pm Ad Council 
Mtg 

                         24 

6:00pm Handbell 
Choir Practice

                         25 

 

                         26 

4:30 Recording 
Hymn 

                           27 
7pm Family 
Game Night on 
Zoom

                         28 
9a Worship/
Youtube Live 
  
10a Coffee Time/
Zoom 

11:30a Samoan 
Worship/Zoom
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Aiea United Methodist Church
99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, HI 96701

Aiea United 
Methodist Church 

99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 

(808) 488-5354 

info@aieaumc.com 

www.aieaumc.com 

Committed to knowing, 
loving and serving God!

Worship Schedule
FEB. 7 
~ English 9a YouTube Live  
~ Samoan 11:30a Zoom 
 
FEB. 14  
~ English 9a YouTube Live 
~ Samoan 11:30a Zoom 
  
FEB. 21 
~ English 9a YouTube Live  
~ Samoan 11:30a Zoom 
 
FEB. 28  
~ English 9a YouTube Live  
~ Samoan 11:30a Zoom 
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