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A Message from Our Pastor
Thankful 
By: Rev. Samuel Nam 

Grace and Aloha! I pray that this newsletter finds you healthy 
and happy during this season of Thanksgiving. As for me and 
my family, we have so many reasons to give God our thanks 
and praise. Speaking of reasons, I am reminded of a line in one 
of my favorite praise songs: 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me  
Let me be singing when the evening comes - Matt Redman, 
10,000 Reasons 

 So many changes have taken place over the past year. 
Some of us have lost loved ones; others have bid farewell to 
children moving away for college or the military; some have 
transitioned into new jobs or careers while others of us are 
enjoying retirement. But no matter what season of life we may 
find ourselves in, it is always good to give thanks to the Lord 
and praise His holy name! Below are listed a couple of ways 
you can express thanks and grow in gratitude this Advent: 
  
 Angel Tree, Kahauiki Village 
One of the best ways to give God praise is to give generously to 
our friends and neighbors. The season of Advent and Christmas 
gives us such an opportunity. Please consider supporting our 
Mission Committee’s Christmas Outreach Idea this year, the 
Angel Tree Project for Kahauiki Village. You can read more 
about it in Danny and Lynn Gomez’s article below.  

continued on page 2…… 
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 Advent Bible Reading                                                                    
During this Advent, you can connect with us via the Advent Bible 
Reading Plan. Beginning Sunday, November 28, we will use the 
Bible two opportunities to gather for a time of sharing, reflection, 
and prayer. Be sure to sign up for our Advent Reading Plan on our 
website. 

Sisters and Brothers of AUMC, let us close out this year with 
gratitude in our hearts. Peace be with you! 

Southeast Asia 
By: J. and T. Park 
Advent is all about God in Jesus, clothed in human flesh, coming 
into our world for the salvation of humankind. We often call this 
the Incarnation. Jesus came into our broken world, felt our hurt, 
ate our food and walked in our shoes so that we might relate to 
him on a human level. Through that relationship, Jesus introduces 
to us the grace, beauty, and invitation that is the Kingdom of God. 
Although the Advent took place some 2000 years ago in 
Bethlehem, Jesus continues to reveal the goodness of God’s 
Kingdom through his church made up of his disciples. We are 
called to go to all peoples to build true bridges of relationships. 
Through those relationships, Jesus continues to reveal the 
goodness of God’s Kingdom. 
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Passion Groups

Hula Sisters:  
9:00a Mondays  

Samoan Choir:  
6:30p Fridays 

Rainbow Ringers: 
6:30p Tuesdays 

Games & Luncheon:  
9:00a Thursdays 

Ping Pong 
3:00p Fridays 

Quilting:  
9:00a Alternate Saturdays 
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From the beginning of June until the beginning 
of October, most of this country we live in was 
in complete lockdown because of a surge in 
COVID-19 infections. Most business were 
closed, public transportation ceased, even travel 
between regions was forbidden. Everyone was 
ordered to stay at home in the hope that the 
infections could be managed. For those who 
were able to work from home and still earn a 
salary, it was difficult and frustrating but not 
impossible. However, for those whose 
businesses were forced to close and for the 
workers who relied on those jobs for their 
livelihoods, four months of lockdown was 
devastating. The poor were especially hard hit. 
They had to make impossible decisions between 
rent or medicine and food. 

This is where a United Methodist congregation 
close to a major city sprang into action. They 
collected donations from their members and 
added more with funds from the Global 
Ministries’ mission initiative. They bought the 
most necessary foods to distribute to those so 
harshly affected by the lockdown.  

They called the bags consisting of rice, sugar, 
oil and fish sauce “Love Gifts,” and they went 
out to deliver the gifts in hard-hit areas. There 
were no vaccines yet, so they were laying their 
own safety on the line. They had to request 
permission from the local authorities to 
implement this program, but by God’s grace, 
permission was granted, food collected, and 
vehicles found to acquire and deliver the food. 
As they were organizing the trucks full of food 
into bags for distribution, even their neighbors, 
who were not members of the church nor even 
Christians, started to come and help pack and 
distribute because they knew where the food 
was going. Soon, word spread that this 
congregation formed a place where the poor and 
suffering could find help. 

Friends, Advent is about God in Jesus Christ 
proclaiming the goodness of God’s 
Kingdom. We celebrate and honor that by 
crossing barriers ourselves to share the 
goodness of God’s Kingdom. 

Where Are the 
Shoeboxes?!!! 

By: Danny and Lynn Gomez 
Inquiring minds want to know – are we doing 
shoeboxes this year? The short answer is No. 
But fear not, although the shoeboxes may be 
gone the giving opportunity is not. It was 
decided that we can provide much needed help 
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here at home. Thanks to Pastor Sam, we will be 
helping to fulfill the wish lists of residents at 
Kahauiki Village. The Village, which you may 
have seen off Nimitz Highway, is a plantation 
style community development to house 
Hawaii’s homeless families and provide much 
needed stability, shared resources and a strong 
network of neighborhood support. We will be 
setting up an angel tree at the church and online 
and together with other UMS sister churches we 
will help bring Christmas joy to Kahauiki 
Village.   

AUMC Mission Givings 
for 2021 
By: Missions/Outreach Committee 
Through your contributions to our church, we 
have supported numerous international and local 
missions/charities, totaling $27,660. 
Internationally, we have helped to fund 4 United 
Methodist missionaries: Claudia Genung 
Yamamoto (Japan), Lester Dornon (Nepal), 
Ronald Julian (Japan), and Andrew Lee 

(Cambodia). Locally, we have donated to 
Institute for Human Services (IHS), Susannah 
Wesley Community Center, Common Grace, 
Wesley Foundation (UH Campus Ministry), 
Camp Mekokiko, Food Pantry at St. Elizabeth’s 
Catholic Church, Lanakila Meals on Wheels, 
Hale Kipa (Waikiki Youth Outreach), Hawaii 
Food Bank, and Family Promise. Keiki bags for 
needy children at Aiea Elementary School 
continue to be distributed. For November, we 
are collecting food for Susannah Wesley’s Food 
Pantry. Our church is continually blessed and 
provides blessings beyond our church to our 
community and the world. 
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Christmas Eve  
Poinsettia Plants 

Poinsettia plants will be used to decorate our 
sanctuary on Christmas Eve. If you would 
like to donate a plat at $6.50 each, please 
use the bulletin tear off sheet to clearly 

indicate donor, dedication in memory of, or 
in honor of.  Plants will be available to take 
home on Christmas Eve.  You may also call 

Dorothy at (808) 551-7825 to order. 
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Nursery Update 
By: Pastor Patti Minietta 
I have some exciting news for AUMC! We have 
hired our first nursery attendant since COVID 
shut down the nursery. Olivia Peltier comes to 
us with a strong faith and passion for working 
with children. She is a blessing to have on our 
team! As I write this we are in the process of 
interviewing a very strong candidate for the 
second job opening in our nursery. After Olivia 
completed her Safe Gatherings training she 
jumped right in and started her CPR and First 
Aid training. Together we worked on organizing 
and cleaning the nursery and plan to open it 
back up this year. Once our second nursery staff 
is officially hired and completes Safe 
Gatherings training the nursery will be ready to 
open. I know many of our families have been 
patiently waiting on the nursery to open. Thank 
you to the families who have donated baby 
gates, pack n plays, and nursery supplies. We 
appreciate all of you and your generosity. A 
special thanks to our volunteers who have 
worked in the nursery making necessary repairs. 
Together we are the hands and feet of Jesus. We 
are blessed with a great church body at AUMC 
that wants nothing short of excellence in our 
nursery.  

It is a pleasure to serve alongside each of you. 

Welcome to our 
Nursery Attendant  
Olivia Peltier 

Hello! My name is Olivia Peltier. I am the new 
nursery attendant and I’m so excited for the 
nursery to be open to families soon! I am 
currently a student at The Skin Institute 
Internationale. I like to paint, bake goodies, and 
spend time with my friends and family. I have 
lots of experience working with kids from ages 
0-11. I have been babysitting since I was 12 and 
have been a group leader in many Vacation 
Bible School camps. I also have two younger 
siblings, one of which was diagnosed with 
autism. Working with kids brings me joy and I 
hope that working in the nursery will bring joy 
to the AUMC families as well! 

I look forward to meeting more of you in person 
soon! 
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Worship Service Honoring AUMC Military Veterans on November 7 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Nov. 28 
Worship Service 9a 

11:00a Samoan 
Language Worship 

Nov. 29 
Hula 9a 

Class Meeting  7:30p

Nov. 30 
Bell Choir 6:30p 

Dec. 1  
10am Staff Meeting

Dec. 2 
Games 9a

Dec. 3 
Ping Pong 3p 

Samoan Choir 6:30P

Dec. 4

Dec. 5 
Combined Worship 

Service 9a

Dec. 6 
Hula 9a 

Class Meeting  7:30p

Dec. 7 
Bell Choir 6:30p 

Trustees Meeting 7p

Dec. 8 
10am Staff Meeting

Dec. 9 
Games 9a   

Dec. 10 
Ping Pong 3p 

Samoan Choir 6:30P

Dec.11 
Quilting 9a

Dec. 12 
Worship Service 9a 

11:00a Samoan 
Language Worship 

Dec. 13 
Hula 9a 

Class Meeting  7:30p

Dec. 14 
Bell Choir 6:30p

Dec. 15 
10am Staff Meeting

Dec. 16 
Games 9a  

Dec. 17 
Ping Pong 3p 

Samoan Choir 6:30P

Dec. 18

Dec. 19 
Worship Service 9a 

11:00a Samoan 
Language Worship 

Dec. 20 
Hula 9a 

Class Meeting  7:30p

Dec. 21 
Bell Choir 6:30p

Dec. 22 
10am Staff Meeting

Dec. 23 
Games 9a  

Dec. 24 
Ping Pong 3p 

Christmas Eve 
Service 6p 

Dec. 25 
Quilting 9a

Dec. 26 
Worship Service 9a 

11:00a Samoan 
Language Worship 

Dec. 27 
Hula 9a 

Class Meeting  7:30p

Dec. 28 
Bell Choir 6:30p

Dec. 29 
10am Staff Meeting

Dec. 30 
Games 9a  

Dec. 31 
Ping Pong 3p 

Samoan Choir 6:30P
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 Aiea United Methodist Church
99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, HI 96701

Aiea United Methodist 
Church

99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 

(808) 488-5354 

info@aieaumc.com 

www.aieaumc.com 

Committed to knowing, 
loving and serving God!

Worship Schedule
Nov 28 - 9a English & 11:00a Samoan 

Dec. 5 - 9a Combined Worship 

Dec. 12 - 9a English & 11:00a Samoan 

Dec. 19 - 9a English & 11:00a Samoan 

Dec. 24 -6p Combined Worship 

Dec. 26 - 9a English & 11:00a Samoan 
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