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A Message from Our Pastor 
“Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not 
only the gospel of God but our lives as well.” - 1 Thessalonians 2:8 

Beloved AUMC Ohana, 

 Grace to you!  Normally, this introductory newsletter 
article would be a standard “aloha, nice to meet you!” type of 
letter.  However, in light of all that has happened in our church, 
our community, and our world, I wanted to provide a brief 
update on where AUMC currently stands in regards to the 
potential reopening of in-person worship services.  The 
Covid-19 Response Team at Aiea UMC has been meeting 
regularly since early June to plan and prepare for our eventual 
reopening of in-person Sunday worship.   
 On July 4th, our team submitted an application for 
permission to resume in-person services.  A week later, we 
received word from our District Superintendent that this 
application was approved.  However, in light of the recent surge 
of Covid-19 positives in both Southern California and here in 
our state, Bishop Grant Hagiya sent a notice to all churches in 
the Cal-Pac Conference that, effective immediately, churches 
are to cease in-person gatherings until further notice. While this 
is disappointing news, we must realize that the decision to 
extend the moratorium on in-person gatherings is not taken 
lightly.  It is also not a reflection of a lack of faith.  On the 
contrary, I believe that our Bishop has demonstrated courageous 
leadership and steadfast faith throughout this ordeal.   
 I know that many of us have been waiting for in-person 
services to resume.  We miss one another.  We love one another.  
We long to share our lives with each other in much the same 
manner as Paul describes in the Scripture I quote in the 
beginning of this article.  And so what can we do during these 
unprecedented times? 
 Brothers and sisters, it will not be easy; in fact, “doing 
church” in the era of Covid-19 is one of the greater challenges 
that we have faced in recent memory.  So what does “doing 
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church” look like?  Granted, it will look different than what we are 
accustomed to doing.  It may also be uncomfortable because we 
might be stretched outside of our comfort zones.  But the mission 
of our church - to build a worshiping community, to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ, to cultivate deep relationships with one 
another in covenantal love - must continue.  To that end, I want to 
propose several ideas to you: 

Bulletins/Sermon Manuscripts Mailed Out Weekly - While we 
continue to improve our use of technology to reach as many as 
possible, we will utilize a bit of “old school” correspondence in 
the hopes of getting the proclaimed Word of God out to all of you.  
Starting in August, we will mail out a copy of the weekly worship 
bulletin (adapted in both form and order) along with a copy of my 
sermon manuscript to every household that currently has no access 
to the online worship service.  At the very least we hope that these 
weekly mailings will keep you connected with the worship 
rhythms of our church. 

Spiritual Wellness Checks - With the enlisted help of several 
dedicated AUMC members, we have formed a team of volunteers 
who will make regular calls to our church ohana, focusing on the 
families and individuals whose presence we have missed online.  
Be on the lookout for these phone call visitations! 

Zoom Training - Perhaps a good number of us have not joined the 
Zoom meeting because we simply do not know how!  I hope to 
offer a Zoom training that will include both the audio/video option 
(you need an internet connection along with a device such as a 
smartphone, tablet, or computer) as well as the call-in option.  Did 
you know that you can join our Zoom with simply a telephone? 

Beloved AUMC Ohana, as a church we are invited to share 
our lives with one another.  The pandemic has compelled us to 
find new ways to do this.  May God grant us courage and 
endurance to run the race faithfully as we seek to maintain our 
bonds as a spiritual family rooted in the love of Jesus Christ.  
Peace be with you! 

Grace and Aloha, 

 
Pastor Sam 
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By: Blast From The 
Past Committee 
BE A PART OF HISTORY  
Aiea UMC’s history committee encourages 
members to write about how you are 
coping with COVID 19 and the mandated 
restrictions on your personal, family and 
social life. The goal of this project is to 
inform future congregants of the virus’ 
effect on daily living and, that the work of 
the church continues with improvements 
to church facilities and renovations to the 
parsonage. Your comments and, the 
commitment  of Trustees to sharing 
development plans, testify  to the 
strength of faith of AUMC members. 
These, including  your thoughts on the 
tendencies of this global pandemic, news 
articles, photos, sample masks, and other 
related items  will then be placed in a 
capsule that will be accessible to future 
congregants in a time uncertain (30 – 50 
years?)  The committee hopes to “capture 
the tenor of the time” so that worshipers of 
the future experience the history of what 
we, in 2020, are living through.   

Closing of institutions, notably churches, 
schools and work sites, has required 
adjusting to dire situations of home and 
food insecurities, uncertainty of businesses 
and the overall economy, disruption of 
educational and career goals and 
increased vulnerability of segments of the 
community. Your unique approach to 
coping with these circumstances, if you are 
so affected,   will be of interest; as are the 
“good” found in virtual worship, Zoom 

meetings, neighborly kindness and 
generosity, food distribution volunteers 
and the compassionate care  of health 
workers and first responder. Increased 
hours of stay-at-home may have enhanced 
family relationships and your personal 
interests. Your sharing will underscore the 
mantra of “We’re All in this Together.”  

The committee plans to fill and seal the 
capsule by December, 2020, to mark 120 
years in Aiea as the first Protestant church 
outside urban Honolulu. 

By: Lianne Nagano 
Missions Committee Chair 

Interested in Serving on the Missions 
Committee? Our Church’s Purpose is 
“Knowing, loving and serving God.” 
This message is conveyed through the 
Missions Committee’s support of 
numerous local and international 
causes.Any member is welcome to be part 
of the Missions Committee, so if you might 
be interested, please contact Lianne 
Nagano at (808) 488-8043 or 
lianne.nagano@gmail.com 
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By: Lois Takata 
Worship Committee Chair 

Aloha friends,  
You haven’t heard much from Aiea UMC 
recently unless you are an energetic, 
computer literate, person. When Lent 
began in February we made promises to 
God and ourselves to follow Jesus through 
the time of the events of his trial and 
crucifixion looking forward to a glorious 
Easter morning worshiping, exclaiming 
“He is risen!” and of course, eating with 
our relatives and friends.  What 
happened?!!! Where did the excitement of 
Easter go?  Easter was not what we had 
expected it to be … if we have a computer, 
we surfed trying to find a service that 
captured the feeling we wanted … 
exclaiming “He is Risen!” and as for eating 
… for Christians and Methodists especially 
… we didn’t eat!   
 Easter is always a joyous occasion, 
but this year it was easier to stay with the 
crucifixion because the coronavirus 
(COVID 19) put us on the cross of death … 
so much death everywhere.  How could 
we celebrate alone, let alone with the rest 
of the world, the idea of new life when 
death was all around?  We felt alone, not 
only physically alone, but spiritually. 
 Are we like the disciples?  Hiding 
away because of fear? … because we 
don’t believe?  The hymn, “I am the 
Church, you are the Church” really fits this 
time of being careful because of the 
coronavirus.  “I am the church, you are the 
church; we are the church together. All 
who follow Jesus all around the world, yes, 
we’re the church together.” 

 The Bible tells us that Peter and the 
other disciples came alive soon after the 
crucifixion and realized that Jesus was 
alive in their hearts and the hearts of 
many!  We read the story of Pentecost and 
how the disciples began telling the Good 
News to all who would listen.  The Bible 
tells us that Peter and the other disciples 
came alive soon after the crucifixion and 
realized that Jesus was alive in their hearts 
and the hearts of many!  We want to tell 
the story to all who will see and listen!    
    Guess what!!!! Aiea UMC and the 
Worship Committee are alive and we are 
asking you to join us!  

We are telling the Good News!!! Our 
pastor, The Reverend Mr. Samuel Nam 
began his appointment as our Spiritual 
leader July 1, and the beloved pastor of 
our Samoan language fellowship, The 
Reverend Mr. Joe Sio’fele, has been 
reappointed and starts his 20+ year. At our 
worship committee meeting Pastor Sam 
asked a lot of questions, especially about 
our Sunday service on the internet. 
Someday soon, we pray, we will again 
have ‘in-person’ worship, but until then … 
and even after, we realize that Christ‘s 
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presence on the internet is here to stay.  It 
has become an invitation to “come” … 
follow Jesus. 
 Because we will not have worship in 
our beautiful sanctuary for a while, 
continue to follow us on the internet.  
Pastor Sam asks for patience because he 
wants to work at having what is called “live 
streaming” meaning that worship will be 
available in many ways such as ‘in-person’ 
in the sanctuary, worshipping with the 
congregation at some place other than the 
sanctuary and then anytime later that day, 
week or later.  
 Pastor Sam, with the staff, Worship 
Committee representative, Trustees, etc. 
will be evaluating the equipment we have, 
what we need to have now and even our 
future wants in order to get better and 
better at communicating the Good News 
of Jesus Christ however and whenever we 
can.  Eventually there will be a need for 
volunteers, so if you think that you might 
be interested, give me a call at 840-1397 
or email hilois2533@gmail.com     
 Pray that AUMC will help to spread 
the Good News to all who will see and 
listen.  Check the web for an invitation to 
worship God at AUMC wherever you are.   

By: Kym Roley 
COVID 19 Response Team 

 The AUMC Covid 19 Response 
Team has met several times to discuss and 
develop our safe return to worship. We 
want everyone to know that their safety is 
our number one priority. We have 
developed a plan which was sent to the 
District for their approval in conjunction 

with approval from Pastor Sam. Our plans 
has been approved! However, in light of 
recent uptick in cases on Oahu, we are 
pausing our return to in-person worship.  
 We want to remind everyone that 
when we do return to in-person worship, 
there will still be online options for those 
that wish to take their time in returning to 
the physical church. Our plan moving 
forward will include a reservation system 
for Sunday worship, frequent cleaning, 
and socially distant seating. Initially, we will 
ask folks not to hug, handshake, or high 
five anyone and there will not be singing 
during the service.  
 We take your health very seriously 
so we wish to take considered steps 
moving forward. As of now, we do not 
have a set date for a return to in-person 
worship Information regarding the return 
to in-person worship will be 
communicated through the church 
website, Facebook, and and email. We 
thank you for your patience!! 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 (NLT) 
6 And you must commit yourselves 
wholeheartedly to these commands that I 
am giving you today. 7 Repeat them again 
and again to your children. Talk about 
them when you are at home and when you 
are on the road, when you are going to 
bed and when you are getting up.  

Are you a Deuteronomy 6 kind of 
person?  Do you have a passion for 
working with children? Do you love the 
Scripture and relish the telling of Bible 
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stories and sharing the history of our faith?
  

AUMC is looking for a Sunday School 
Director/ Teacher to work with our 
children, to communicate the LORD's love 
and model enthusiastic discipleship.  We 
are restructuring our programs following 
the impacts of COVID-19 and would love 
to talk with you; the time commitment 
could be anywhere from five to twenty 
hours a week, depending on your 

availability and unfolding opportunities 
based upon emerging program design. 
If you're interested, please give Pastor 
Sam Nam a call, and we could set up a 
virtual interview.  

By: Doug Rinehart 
Church Treasurer 
FINANCIAL UPDATE AND GIVING 

Thanks to our faithful members who have 
continued to provide tithes and offerings 
with mailed checks and/or through 
regular, automatic e-Tithe transfers, our 
income from giving has not suffered as 
much as feared.  Half way through 2020, 
overall giving is at 42.9% of that expected 
for the year.  Budget expenses are at 
44.9%. 

One time aid income to include federal 
and City & County programs has more 
than made up the gap between giving and 
expenses.  Without that other income we 
would have a deficit of $19,000 through 
June.  With it, our income exceeds 
expenses by $20,000. 

The federal assistance allowed us to 
continue to pay all our staff members 
through July.   The Cal-Pac Conference has 
helped all local churches by suspending 
collection of payments for certain clergy 
retirement benefits.  In recent months your 
Administrative Council approved changes 
that reduced staff from 10 to currently 7 
members.   
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Our church leaders continue to look for 
ways to limit expenses while maintaining 
support of: 
- our own church programs and ministries  
- local Methodist and historically 

connected organizations (UH Campus 
Ministry and Susannah Wesley 
Community Center) 

- local social support organizations like 
IHS 

- four overseas missionaries  
- special compassionate needs 

(Venezuela Now and Mt Olives UMC, 
Uganda) 

If you don’t already provide your offering 
through e-Tithing, I encourage you to try it.  
You can donate one-at-a-time or sign up 
for regular transfer on a frequency you 
determine.  Set it up yourself through our 
website http://aieaumc.com/donate or call 
me to set it up for you, 840-1101.  Offering 
checks can be mailed to AUMC, 99-101 
Laulima St, Aiea, HI  96701. 

Together in Christ,   
Doug Rinehart, church treasurer 
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Committed to knowing, 

loving and serving God!

Worship Schedule
July 5: 9:00a Zoom Worship 

July 12: 9:00a Zoom Worship 

July 19: 9:00a Zoom Worship 

July 26: 9:00a Zoom Worship 

August 2: 9:00a Zoom Worship 

August 9: 9:00a Zoom Worship 

August 16: 9:00a Zoom Worship 

August 23: 9:00a Zoom Worship 

August 30: 9:00a Zoom Worship 
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