
September/October 2020 Aiea United Methodist Church

A Message from Our Pastor
Surveys, Streaming, & Stewardship 

Beloved AUMC Ohana, 

 Grace and Aloha to you! October is upon us and 
while we do not have fall weather here in Hawaii, we do 
have the benefit of seeing Covid-19 numbers falling 
island-wide. I pray that all of you are staying healthy and 
safe. I know that all of us are eager to resume in-person 
worship.  The leadership team here at AUMC continue to 
meet regularly to discuss our reopening plans.  We will 
keep you posted. 

 Back in July, the church sent out a survey asking 
our congregation how they felt about resuming in-person 
services. We had around 45 respondents. Here are some 
findings: 

• The majority of our respondents (nearly 70%) were ages 
65 and older. 
• The 35-64 year-old age range made up another 25% 
•   Over  ⅔ (66%) agreed or strongly agreed to a desire to 
return to in-person worship as soon as possible. 
• Over 68% agreed or strongly agreed that returning to in-
person worship with the stated safety protocols was 
deemed acceptable. 
• In terms of offering different service times, only about 23 
of you answered that you would be willing to attend a 
different service time on a Saturday afternoon.  The times 
between 4:30 and 6:30pm were the most popular options. 
• For additional Sunday service times, 12 responded that 
an additional service at 8am would be good; another 
answered that 10am would be okay. 
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 Thank you so much for responding to our survey. These responses will help us as we 
devise a reopening plan, together in conjunction with both CDC protocols as well as 
guidelines given by our denomination. We are currently working together with the Hawaii 
District office to see when and how we can hold in-person services so please stay tuned. In 
the meantime, I wanted to give a few updates on several happenings in AUMC. 
   Through a generous donation, AUMC will soon be purchasing equipment to run a 
dedicated livestream worship service. Wait, I thought we were already doing livestream 
worship? What’s the difference? some might ask. It is true that we are doing a variation of 
livestream worship through the Zoom app. However, once we resume in-person services, we 
will no longer be able to utilize Zoom as an effective medium for our livestream; instead, we 
will need to have a dedicated camera showing the worship service from beginning to end.  
Moreover, this new livestream will utilize a camera with much higher quality and multiple 
viewing angles. We hope to have the new livestream equipment purchased and installed by 
the beginning of November. 

Sermon manuscripts are still being mailed out weekly. Our goal is to provide this 
service through at least the end of November. Once in-person services resume, we will see 
if people would still like sermons mailed home weekly and we will provide them by request. 
   Lastly, Stewardship Sunday is on October 18. Letters and pledge cards will be mailed 
out soon. As I reflect on my first few months here at Aiea UMC, I realize that not much has 
gone “according to plan.” And it does feel a bit awkward for me to lead a stewardship 
campaign for 2021 when the fact is that I have yet to meet most of you face-to-face. 
Nevertheless, I believe that our best days are ahead of us. By the grace of God we will 
overcome the havoc wreaked by Covid-19 and we will flourish as a community of faith. I 
sincerely thank each of you for placing your trust in my leadership. Together, I believe we will 
do great things for God’s glory in the upcoming year. Be safe and blessed.   

Aloha Ke Akua. 

 

Pastor Sam Nam 
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AUMC Staff Update
By Jon Moran, SPRC Chair 

It has been about three months since Pastor Rob 
retired, Pastor Sam came on board as the Senior 
Pastor, and Pastor Joe was confirmed in his 
appointment as Associate Pastor. Meanwhile, 
it’s been about six months since the Novel 
Corona Virus of 2019 (COVID-19) dramatically 
changed our lifestyles and began to impact our 
staff. I felt that this newsletter was a good time 
to update all of you regarding our current staff 
positions and the awesome people performing 
those roles—each of whom we believe the 
LORD has appointed for such a time as this! 

Our Music Director is Jonathon-Michael 
Palompo; he’s been with us for about a year and 
a half, and though initially a lot of his effort was 
invested in standing up and developing the 
choir, his role has expanded into performance, 
assisting with worship, and participating in 
music selection. His continued participation in 
leading the church in worship has been a real 
blessing! 

Karen Carlisle is our Handbell Choir Director, 
though she certainly does a lot more than just 
‘direct’; she recruits and trains the members of 
the bell choir, selects the music, maintains the 
equipment, and also coordinates and runs the 
rehearsals. I’m sure she would acknowledge that 
a handbell choir, perhaps more than any other 
choir, is a total team effort, and every ‘ringer’ 
counts, but the success of this handbell choir, 
and its continuity through the last six months, 
are a tribute to Karen, and we are grateful for it. 

Ann Ferguson is our Executive Assistant, and 
she has truly become a Jill-of-all-trades, Master-
of-many; she not only has mastered the many 

specific software applications, website 
maintenance and development, and IT 
operations pertinent to operations at our church, 
she also survived a crash course in tech 
assistance with our sound system, the ins and 
outs and ambiguities of our denomination 
requirements, but also the transition of a Senior 
Pastor, the transition of the Director of Christian 
Education, and some major changes in how we 
do payroll. Ann has assumed a necessary pivotal 
role as the coordinator of all of our virtual 
meetings, the ever-more crucial update and 
maintenance of our contact date with our 
members, and also the ‘MC’ of our Zoom 
worship services. Thanks for all of that, Ann, 
you’re great! 

Due to the impacts of COVID-19, AUMC has 
closed the Nursery indefinitely, which meant 
discontinuing the employment of our nursery 
staff.  However, even this decision, we believe, 
the LORD has turned to a blessing, as described 
below… 

Mrs. Wilhelmina Toledo, who has been on our 
Lead Custodian since 2005, was also an 
assistant in the nursery. Due to closure of the 
nursery, she has been able to provide the 
additional cleaning and sanitization of the 
AUMC facilities required by COVID 
restrictions, and will continue to perform this 
vital service. We are indebted to Mrs. Toledo for 
her faithfulness over the years, and for her 
willingness to adapt to an ever-changing and 
challenging facilities maintenance environment; 
we greatly appreciate your reliability! 

Mr. Alan Petalver was our Lead Nursery 
Associate, and has re-joined our staff after a 
short hiatus as the Facilities/Grounds 
Maintenance Technician. He will be tackling the 
appearance of our facilities from the outside-in, 
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taking on organizational projects, maintaining 
equipment, and accomplishing odd jobs. We 
appreciate Alan’s can-do attitude, his 
enthusiasm for taking on something new, and 
his willingness to learn. This is a new position 
for AUMC, so thanks, Alan, for working with us 
to get it done! Well, there you have it, a 
summation of the current staff at AUMC. If you 
have any questions or want to know more, 
please feel free to contact me or other members 
of the SPRC (Susan Govier, Grace Omura, or 
Blake Vance). 

Jon Moran, 760-855-7273, or 
jarhedjon@gmail.com 

Operation Christmas 
Child 2020
By Lianne Nagano, Missions Committee Chair  

Although the Covid-19 global pandemic has 
disrupted life for millions of people around the 
world, Samaritan’s Purse continues to share the 
eternal hope of the Gospel.  Children need joy 
now more than ever and Operation Christmas 
Child will help them know that God loves them 
and has not forgotten them during this time of 
fear and uncertainty.  AUMC will continue this 
tradition of sharing our aloha with children 
around the world. 

This year, there are two options to pack your 
shoebox.  One is the traditional box; we will 
have wrapped boxes ready and available for:  

Drive-by Pick-up on Sunday, October 11 
from 12:00 - 3:00 pm.   
Please wear face masks when picking up 
wrapped boxes from tables in front of the 
church and practice social distancing. 

Drive-by Drop-off on Sunday, November 8 
from 12:00 - 3:00 pm. 
Include completed boxes along with your check 
for $9.00 payable to Samaritan’s purse (to cover 
handling charges)  

The other option is to build a box online; go to 
the Operation Christmas Child site and click on 
the Build-A-Shoebox Online link.  

The box filling instructions remain the same: 
• Choose Girl or Boy 
• Choose Age range (2-4; 5-9; or 10-14) 
• Fill w/gifts – toys, hygiene items, school 

supplies  (toothpaste, candy, gum, 
liquids/lotions, breakable items, 
chocolate or food, seeds, fruit snacks, 
war-related items, aerosol cans are not 
allowed) 

• You can also donate your $9.00 handling 
fee online and receive your label to track 
your box and discover the destination of 
your gift.  

Thank you to the Gomez family (Danny, Lynn, 
and Natallyie) for continuing to oversee this 
project that brings joy to many children around 
the world. 

Questions: Contact Lianne Nagano at 
(808)383-6849 
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BE A PART OF 
HISTORY
By Blast From The Past Committee 

 Among contents removed from the “time 
capsule” to celebrate the church’s 88th year in 
Aiea, were letters directed to future members 
and describing their own faith journeys; 
congregation photo; an oversize Bible (gift of a 
member‘s brother); copy of daily morning 
newspaper The Advertiser and evening Star 
Bulletin (before they merged as one daily Star 
Advertiser). These are now on file as part of our 
history. The capsule was encased in a concrete 
“box” place near the sanctuary doors. As we 
anticipate celebrating the churches 120th year in 
December of 2020, we hope to feel the capsule, 
to be opened 25 tears hence. 

 Readers are urged to record their history 
in this “historic” year of COVID-19. How has 
the mandated mask wearing, social distancing, 
staying-at-home, work-at-home and 
communicating affectived your personal and 
family life? the closing anthem community 

institutions- schools, non- essential businesses 
and churches- has required coping skills to 
adapt to the “new normal”. The most significant 
aspect of this for Aiea UMC members of the 
future to learn “how we kept the faith” in a time 
of no face-to-face congregation get togethers for 
worshiping and socializing.  

 Sunday worship services via Zoom 
gathering let by Pastor Sam whose sermons are 
available o the church website and printouts sent 
to persona without online access are greatly 
appreciated as members participate at their own 
comfort levels.  

Member Betty Demarke found solace in the 
reading and sent the prayer by Maya Angelou: 

“Father, Mother God,Thank you for your 
presence during the hard and mean days. For 
then we have you to lean upon. Thank you for 
your presence during the bright and sunny days, 
for then we can share that which we have with 
those who have less. And thank you for your 
presence during the Holy Days, for then we are 
able to celebrate you and our families and our 
friends. For those who have no voice, we ask 
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ARE YOU FINANCIALLY 

IMPACTED BY COVID-19? 

DO YOU NEED HELP PAYING 
YOUR RENT OR MORTGAGE? 

IF SO, CALL SWCC AT 
808-847-1535 OR EMAIL 

HOUSING@SUSANNAHWESLEY.
ORG  

FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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you to speak. For those who feel unworthy, we 
ask you to pour your love out in waterfalls of 
tenderness. For those who live in pain, we ask 
you to bathe them in the river of your healing. 
For those who are lonely, we ask you to keep 
them company. For those who are depressed, we 
ask you to shower upon them the light of hope. 
Dear Creator, You, the borderless sea of 
substance, we ask you to give all the 
world that which we need most -- Peace.” 

 Your “story” will help explain why the 
church doors were not open in 2020 yet, the 
hands and hearts of the members opened wide 
through the grace of an omnipresent, 
providential, loving God. 
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 If you or someone you know is in need 
of a desktop computer for distance 

learning, a laptop, or a printer please call 
the church office at (808) 488-5354.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Meeting 

2 
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Choir 

3 4 
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Hymn
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6 
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                        7 
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Class Meeting

                        8 
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Meeting

9 

6:00p Handbell 
Choir

10 11 

4:30 Recording 
Hymn
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Hymn
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Time 
9a Worship 
Service

                     21 
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Class Meeting

                     22 

6:30p Ad 
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23 

6:00p Handbell 
Choir

24 25 

4:30 Recording 
Hymn
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Service

28 
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Class Meeting

29 30 

6:00p Handbell 
Choir

1 
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Committee 
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3

4 
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Class Meeting
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8                           9 
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Hymn
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Class Meeting
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Meeting

14 
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Hymn
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Service

19 20 
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Meeting

21 

6:00p Handbell 
Choir

22 23 
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Hymn

24
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8:40a Coffee 
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Service

26 27 

7pm Ad 
Council Mtg

28 

6:00p Handbell 
Choir

29 30 

4:30 Recording 
Hymn

31
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 Aiea United Methodist Church
99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, HI 96701

Aiea United Methodist 
Church

99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 

(808) 488-5354 

info@aieaumc.com 

www.aieaumc.com 

Committed to knowing, 
loving and serving God!

Worship Schedule
Sept. 6 - 9a Zoom Worship 

 
Sept. 13 - 9a Zoom Worship 

  
Sept. 20 - 9a Zoom Worship 

 
Sept. 27 - 9a Zoom Worship 

 
Oct. 4 - 9a Zoom Worship 

 
Oct. 11 - 9a Zoom Worship 

 
Oct. 18 - 9a Zoom Worship 

 
Oct. 25 - 9a Zoom Worship 
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