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A Message from Our Pastor 

“I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace 
of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus”1  

 How swiftly three years have passed! It seems like just a 
short time ago that we returned to our island paradise and joined 
with you in what God is doing through Aiea United Methodist 
Church. You were here, ready to open your hearts and your lives 
to Lisa and me. Some of you we had not known before and 
some of you we had known and been in ministry together for 
many years. You showed us Christ’s love in innumerable and 
varied ways. It’s no mystery why we have become so close in 
three short years and I know that we will carry with us warm 
memories of our times together at Aiea UMC.  

 We have loved every minute of our time back on the 
island. We’ve fallen in love all over again with Oahu, its natural 
beauty, sandy beaches, great seafood, and friendly folks quick 
to give aloha and a shaka. We’ve grown accustomed to waving 
at perfect strangers and actually making eye contact with them! 
Mainly we have fallen in love with Aiea UMC. We have fallen 
in love with the well-maintained and ample facilities: the 
breathtaking Ossipoff sanctuary, the classrooms, the 
multipurpose double classroom and fellowship hall. And of 
course, our beautiful courtyard! Those have become for us 
sacred spaces – though not so much for the spaces themselves, 
lovely though they are. They have become sacred spaces 
because of the people who fill them, people eager to come to 
worship with fellow believers, people that give themselves 
whole heartedly to Bible Study, Sunday School, missions, the 
Choirs, the Wednesday evening Gathering, fellowship dinners      
     Continued on page 2…. ..  
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vacation Bible School and its adjunct fall and  spring break Keiki 
Kamps, Ohana fellowship, garage sales, Trunk or Treat, etc., etc., 
etc., even the committee work!  

 By God’s grace we have grown together, you and I, over 
these past three years. I think of our time here and I feel 
profoundly grateful. In fact, I think I know exactly what the 
Apostle Paul was talking about when he wrote to the church in 
Corinth, “I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 
grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus.” I thank God 
for you all and deeply appreciate your love, support, and 
encouragement.  

Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Rob  

1 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (1 Co 1:4). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson Publishers. 

Missions Moment 
COVID-19 Update 
Summited By: Lisa Anderson-Lloyd 

 The COVID-19 pandemic has created the most difficult 
and challenging circumstances for our local and global ministry 
partners. This update compiles information from emails, websites, 
and newsletters about how these outreach programs are continuing 
to spread the love of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world, despite the restrictions of the pandemic.  

Local Missions:   
 Institute for Human Services (IHS): IHS is well-versed in 
addressing crises in the work to end homelessness. Yet coronavirus 
(COVID-19) has created new and unforeseen challenges. IHS is 
keeping the doors open and ensuring as few persons as possible 
are left on the street during this time. To keep the shelters healthy 
and safe, they are instituting new screening and evaluation 
protocols, stepping up frequency of disinfection routines, and 
setting up separate sleeping quarters for those who are at-risk.  

Additionally, last week IHS launched a street education 
and prevention initiative designed to educate and reach our 
homeless neighbors.  This initiative includes a standardized 
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screening interview and temperature checks to identify people at high risk in the community. 

AUMC has discontinued our cake baking 
during this pandemic, however, we are supplying 
a monthly allotment of funds ($520) for the 
feeding program. There are opportunities for 
persons to volunteer to assist in the daily serving 
of food at the IHS facility. Susannah Wesley 
Community Center: The pandemic has severely 
impacted the Center’s ability to meet the needs 
of the community. The Emergency Food Pantry 
at the Kuhio Park Terrace is temporarily closed 
until further notice. 

UH Campus Ministry (Wesley 
Foundation): COVID-19 is creating challenges 
for the ministry at the Wesley Foundation (WF). 
One of the major challenges has been financial. 
The lockdown has prevented Pastor Joe Yun 
from visiting congregations and as a result 
giving to the Wesley Foundation is at an all-time 
low. Additionally, several of the “White House” 
residents have requested rent deferral because 
they have been laid off from their jobs. The WF 
Board has approved funds for them to purchase 
groceries. Thursday evening worship and dinner 
have been suspended. WF has applied for the 
SBA Paycheck Protection Program loan, but it 
has not been approved.  

Yet amid these difficulties, Pastor Joe 
Yun continues to build discipleship through 4 
small group Zoom meetings weekly, with 
additional virtual office hours for one-on-one 
meetings. The students, however, miss the 
fellowship of worshipping and eating together.  

Honolulu Habitat for Humanity: All 
volunteer activities have been suspended and the 
office and ReStore are closed due to the highest 
priority for the safety and well-being of the 
Honolulu Habitat community - staff, partner 
families, volunteers, ReStore customers, and all 
their supporters across Oahu. The 
unprecedented pandemic hinders their ability to 
serve the community through cancelled 
construction shifts and closing of the ReStore. 

Lanakila Meals on Wheels (MoW): As 
Oahu’s oldest, largest and only island-wide meal 
service for kupuna, Lanakila MoW helps 
homebound individuals maintain their 
independence and live with dignity in the 
comfort of their own home. Caring volunteers 
deliver nutritious meals and create true 
friendships that kupuna say improves their 
health, makes them feel safe and secure, and 
allows them to remain in a place they love. 

Hale Kipa (Waikiki Youth Outreach): 
During this critical time, Hale Kipa remains 
open and continues to provide services to the 
children, youth, families and young adults who 
need help. They are providing services primarily 
through teleconferencing and phone calls and are 
encouraging the use of HIPAA-compliant 
Teleservices for sessions, visits, meetings and 
training. The majority of staff are working 
remotely from home; they are continuing 
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outreach to foster homes as appropriate and 
needed and are continuing to accept referrals to 
all outreach programs. Transitional Living 
Programs are admitting young adults needing 
housing. Hale Kipa’s YO! Project is providing 
limited street outreach and is open four days a 
week for drop-in services. They are accepting 
referrals for emergency shelter. Additionally, 
they are suspending external group sessions and 
are limiting access to visitors at shelters in an 
effort to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Global Ministries: 
Claudia Genung Yamamoto: No 

COVID-19 update on her mission activities. 
Claudia last visited AUMC in August of 2017. 
The Rev. Claudia Genung –Yamamoto is a 
missionary with the General Board of Global 
Ministries assigned to ministries of community 
outreach and church development in Kobe, a 
port city in Japan. Claudia works with the Kobe 
Jesus Band Church and its community ministry 
through Kagawa Memorial Center. 

Ronald Julian: No COVID-19 update on 
his mission activities. Ronald and his wife 
Devorah visited AUMC in August of 2018. 
Ronald C. Julian is a missionary with the 
General Board of Global Ministries of The 
United Methodist Church serving as a chaplain 
with the International Seafarers Ministry in 
Yokohama, Japan. 

Lester Dornon: Lester Dornon, M.D., is a 
missionary with the General Board of Global 
Ministries, assigned as senior physician at the 
Tansen Hospital in western Nepal in Asia. The 
Dornons visited us at AUMC in November of 
2018. Lester and his wife Deborah returned to 
Nepal and Tansen as missionaries in mid-2012, 
having served there from 1990 to 2002. 

On April 5, 2020 the last American 
Embassy arranged flight left Nepal with 
Americans who wanted or needed to return to 

the U.S. onboard.  Our Medical Missionary 
Lester and his wife Debbie chose to remain in 
Nepal and were told to be prepared to stay there 
"indefinitely.” They are thankful for our prayers 
for them and they are sensing God's peace about 
this choice.  

Up to 80% of the hospital income comes 
from patient fees for outpatient services and 
elective surgeries. But in recent weeks as 
patients stay away from hospitals (initially 
through fear of contagion, now also due to the 
lockdown), they’ve seen a severe shortfall in this 
income – a reduction of 80-90%! That’s over 
$300,000 per month during lockdown. The 
Dornons ask for our prayers that the crisis in care 
is averted and their financial needs are met.  

Andrew Lee: Rev. Andrew Soon Lee is a 
missionary with the United Methodist General 
Board of Global Ministries, who serves as 
country coordinator for the Methodist Church in 
Cambodia since 2017. Just as the COVID-19 
crisis hit, Andrew was visiting an outer province 
where the first United Methodist church was 
founded recently. He witnessed how in 
Cambodia people are suffering from the current 
situation, especially widows, factory workers, 
homeless, and poor families in need. In response 
to the pandemic caused by Covid-19, the 
Methodist Mission is delivering rice, masks, 
sanitizers, soap, along with a prevention 
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education brochure. Andrew is excited for this 
project because of the opportunity to reach out to 
people in need and share God’s grace in a real 
and tangible way. The country is also dealing 
with a severe drought which is increasing the 
economic pressure on the people. Andrew’s wife 
and children returned to Hawaii as the 
government closed all schools and locked down 
all activities. Andrew felt that he should remain 
in Cambodia, as he believes he is needed now 
more than ever.  

Venezuela Now: Venezuela Now, Inc. 
(VNI), led by retired UM Pastor Dr. Warren 
Lathem, is a nonprofit corporation which 
provides support for the Wesley Medical Center, 
the Wesleyan Seminary of Venezuela and several 
other ministries in Venezuela.  

Venezuela Now has successfully shipped 
over 150,000 lbs. of food and medicine to 

Venezuela during the current crisis. Venezuela, 
hard hit even before the COVID-19 crisis, is 
extremely short of food. People stand in endless 
lines each day yet cannot get enough food to 
feed their families. Poor nutrition is increasing 
the severity of all types of medical problems. 
Infant mortality is dramatically rising. The 
Medical Center is seeing babies, young children 
and pregnant women who are severely 
malnourished. The need for baby formula and 
vitamins is very great. Support from partners in 
ministry is essential, now more than ever. 

Mount Olives UMC: Our partner church 
in Mukono, Uganda exists in a fragile 
atmosphere of a country which has been 
devastated by wars, political conflicts, and 
persecution. Now that churches and all activities 
have been closed due to COVID-19, the 
congregation is struggling for survival. All 
public transport has been stopped, shops closed, 
and they have been instructed to remain indoors 
into mid-May with a military presence enforcing 
restrictions.  

Pastor Patrick tells us that life has 
become so hard for many. There is little money 
for people to buy food and the cost of food has 
risen so high. Pastor Patrick has a garden that he 
has used to supply food for those in need. Due to 
the strict measures on travel, he is now unable to 
reach the garden to harvest the vegetables. 
Through this all the believers are sustained by 
God’s promises and the Easter hope of 
resurrection.  
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 Shade & Fresh Water: Shade and Fresh 
Water is a national network of after- school 
programs through local Methodist churches all 
over Brazil that serve children ages 6-14 (and 
beyond). As a tropical country, the expression 
"shade and fresh water" is very popular in Brazil. 
It represents a place where needs are met, and 
life is abundant and good. 

Once the in-person activities at the 
church stopped due to the pandemic, they began 
delivering food items to shelters. Every two days 
they give a basic food basket and wheat to 
families. Wheat helps them make bread and 
arepas, which helps to sustain them and other 
families. They have used up everything in the 
Church in terms of food- rice, beans, coffee, 
sugar, milk, cookies, pasta and given it to the 
families they serve, who are now quarantined in 
the shelters. 

All of our mission and ministry partners 
ask for our prayers, as the social isolation and 
closure of establishments has been extended for 
some time. They each hope for a miracle in the 
control of the virus and for the continued miracle 
of God's sustenance of their lives and ministries. 
They thank AUMC for our continuing financial 
support and prayers.  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
AND GIVING 
By: Doug Rinehart, AUMC Treasurer  

 First, a big thank you for those of you 
who have continued to provide your offering 
during this pandemic crisis.  Many have mailed 
checks to the church office and/or continued to 
give through regular, automatic e-Tithe transfers.  
Your faithful giving has been absolutely essential 
to keeping our finances in a position of relative 
strength. 

 Through March we have a deficit of close 
to $10,000.  25% of the way through the year, 
giving is at 21.7% of budgeted and expenses at 
24.0%.  So, giving has been weak overall.  
Preliminary figures for April indicate that giving 
was $7,400 less than budgeted.  A bit of good 
news:  We applied for and received an assistance 
“loan” through the Small Business 
Administration, which will be forgiven as we use 
it for payroll expenses.  This will help make up 
for lost giving during the stay-at-home and social 
distancing orders. 
 If you don’t already provide your 
offering through e-Tithing, I encourage you to 
try it.  You can donate one-at-a-time or sign up 
for regular transfer on a frequency you 
determine.  Set it up yourself through our 
website http://aieaumc.com/donate or call me 
to set it up for you, 840-1101.  Continue to send 
offering checks to AUMC, 99-101 Laulima St, 
Aiea, HI  96701. 

 While meeting for worship services at 
our church is still some time in the future, Pastor 
Rob is keeping us together and connected with 
video services each week.  We individually stay 
connected to God through scripture reading, 
prayer, and giving.   

Together in Christ,   
Doug Rinehart 

Message From  
Pastor Samuel Nam 
Greetings, Aiea UMC! 

 I am blessed and honored to be appointed 
as your next pastor.  I was born in South Korea 
but grew up in Southern California - mainly Los 
Angeles and San Diego - before moving to 
Hawaii for my high school years(Leilehua). I 
double majored in History and English Literature 
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at Washington University (St. Louis, MO) and I 
completed my M.Div. studies at Fuller 
Theological Seminary.  My wife, Minhee, and I 
have been married for 15 years and we have 
three children - Elizabeth (6), Yohan (3), and 
Eliana (3).  
     We are living through unusual times and so it 
is unclear whether I will be able to meet and 
greet you in person on the first Sunday of July.  
Nevertheless, I remain excited to join the 
beautiful Ohana at Aiea UMC.  Until then, 
please be safe and blessed. 

Love, 
Pastor Samuel Nam 

John Wesley's Small 
Groups: Models of 
Christian Community 
Submitted by: Jonathan Moran 

There is nothing like the excitement new 
believers discover when they sense they are 
surrounded by friends who care deeply for them.  

In fact, healthy Christian faith instills a powerful 
desire to be with other believers in worship, 
fellowship, and just learning about the things of 
God. Meeting together offers Christians 
opportunities to be renewed in worship, enriched 
in fellowship, and challenged to explore their 
new faith. 

Whether you are a part of a mega congregation 
or a smaller one, there is an important 'next' step 
that offers promise for shaping and enriching 
your faith. Some churches call them small 
groups. Interestingly enough, the history of small 
groups goes back to Jesus and the disciples. It 
was John Wesley, however, who gave the world 
one of the most effective models of this 
endeavor. 

While some aspects of Christianity have become 
privatized, individualistic, and lacking 
accountability, it is also true that participating in 
intimate groups, where people share their lives 
and faith, runs counter to such trends. 

Being a believer requires community and 
fellowship. 

We cannot live as if we are alone on an island 
and be a Christian, since faith is always 
communal. One aspect of our faith formation is 
participating in spiritual accountability groups. 
Wesley believed that there is 'no personal 
holiness without social holiness.' 

For Wesley, living holy lives required believers 
to share their lives in intimate fellowship on a 
regular basis. His development of small groups 
revolutionized 18th century England and 
provided a framework to help people grow in 
'holiness of heart and life.' Small groups 
provided a context in which seekers could 
receive support, accountability, and 
encouragement. This was especially important 
considering the evils of society and the disarray 
of the culture. Wesley's system of mutual 
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accountability was divided into three formative 
aspects: societies, classes, and bands. 

Societies primarily focused on educational 
channels through which the tenets of Methodism 
were presented. These tenets were taught in a 
large classroom setting primarily through 
lecture, preaching, public reading, hymn singing, 
and 'exhorting.' In societies, people sat in rows, 
women and men separated, where they listened 
to a prepared lecture. They were not given 
opportunity to respond or give feedback. 

In societies leaders taught key Methodist 
doctrines: 

1. The perfectibility of humanity vs. Reformed 
and Calvinistic views of human depravity. 
2. The freedom of the human will vs. theological 
determinism. 
3. True religion manifested in human 
relationships vs. the mystics, who emphasized 
inner contemplation as the way to spiritual 
growth. 

John and Charles Wesley led the societies until 
the movement expanded and lay assistants were 
delegated to oversee them in the absence of 
ordained clergy. The major aim was to present 
scriptural truths and have those truths clearly 
understood. 

Class Meetings were the most influential 
instructional unit in Methodism and probably 
Wesley's greatest contribution to spiritual 
growth. Class meetings get so much credit 
because they radically transformed England's 
working masses. The success centered on the 
instructional design of behavioral change. 

Classes were intimate gatherings of 10 or 12 
people who met weekly for personal supervision 
of their spiritual growth. Rules for the United 
Societies were the primary framework for the 
class meetings. Rules specified the basic process 

of 'inquiry' as to the subject matter of 'how their 
souls prospered.' 

Class meetings were coeducational experiences 
that included women in leadership. Included in 
the sessions were those of diverse age, social 
standing, and spiritual readiness. Wesley wanted 
the classes to represent a cross section of 
Methodism. Also, the classes provided a place 
for believers to accept people from various social 
backgrounds. This helped break up the rigid 
class standards of 18th century England. 

The leaders would share honestly about their 
failures, sins, temptations, or inner battles. They 
were the role models for others. Class meetings 
revolved around personal experience, not 
doctrine or biblical information. Perfect love was 
the goal of the class meetings. 

Leaders were fellow strugglers who started the 
meeting, provided spiritual oversight or pastoral 
care to others, and were to carry the concerns of 
the class throughout the week. Leaders created 
an atmosphere of trust for all members to 'bear 
all things.' 

Class meetings provided community and the 
development of class relationship and spiritual 
accountability for those who were struggling 
with habitual issues. 

It was a place that provided support, 
encouragement, and spiritual maturation as 
Methodists sought to live holy lives. 

Bands facilitated affective redirection. Unlike 
the class meeting, the band was a homogenous 
grouping by gender, age, and marital status. 
Bands were voluntary cells of people who 
professed a clear Christian faith and who desired 
to grow in love, holiness, and purity of intention. 
Bands included ruthless honesty and frank 
openness. Members sought to improve their 
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attitudes, emotions, feelings, intentions, and 
affections. 

A central function of the band was what Wesley 
termed 'close conversation.' By this term he 
meant soul-searching examination, not so much 
of behavior and ideas, but of motive and heartfelt 
impressions. 

Certainly we cannot replicate Wesley's process 
completely, but we can transmit the important 
principles into our local congregations. 
Gathering in groups for spiritual accountability 
can help foster our faith and help us grow in 
Christlikeness. Being a faithful follower of 
Christ requires our investment in the journey of 
others. 

Wesley provides a holistic approach to Christian 
formation, something that we can adapt in a 
Western individualistic culture. We are reminded 
of Wesley's admonition| there is 'no holiness 
without social holiness.' 

Mark A. Maddix is professor of Christian 
Education and dean of the School of Theology 
and Christian Ministries at Northwest Nazarene 
University.  This article appeared in the online 
version of Holiness Today: a magazine for 
everyday faith. 

"In keeping with the Wesleyan tradition, AUMC 
would like to start up a Class Meeting; we would 
begin with virtual meetings, Monday evenings 
from 6:30 to 8:00 PM, starting 01 June.  If you're 
interested, please call or text Jon Moran at (760) 
855-7273, or email him at 
jarhedjon@gmail.com; all are welcome!” 

Bishop Hagiya 
Announces a Worship 
Sabbath  
(May 17, 2020) 
AUMC will be participating in Cal-Pac 
Conferences Worship Sabbath on May 17, 2020. 
 We will not be preparing an AUMC Zoom 
Service that week and will use the Cal-Pac 
worship service as our Sunday worship on this 
day. www.calpacumc.org 

AUMC Trustees Report     
By: Al Blankenship, Trustees Chair 

 Work on the AUMC Campus 
renovations continues with the Architect 
working with the city to satisfy any and all 
questions about the updates. So far the process to 
receive a building permit is on schedule. The 
Architect has also provided the bid package so 
we can request construction bids from 
contractors in the near future. The financial 
impact of the Coronavirus and the parsonage 
renovations on the AUMC reserves will most 
likely make these renovations a three or four 
phase project. 
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 After careful planning and obtaining bids 
a contract was signed to renovate the AUMC 
Parsonage the second week of April and work 
began on April 16th, 2020. Besides the structural 
work throughout the parsonage, redoing both 
bathrooms and the kitchen, the home is being 
completely rewired. Doug Rinehart is doing a 
great job selecting flooring, cabinets, paint, 
windows, etc. with assistant of other members of 
the working group and their spouses. Completion 
is expected before July 1st, 2020 at an estimated 
total cost of $143,000.00. No major renovations 
or updates of the parsonage have been done 
since it was completed in the 1960’s. 

Children’s Ministry  
By: Sarah Dale, DCE 

Greetings Everyone! I miss each and every 
family that I have yet to get to know because of 
Covid-19 and I cannot wait until we can open the 
doors and welcome everyone back into the 
church. Covid-19 has shaped our lives into 
something I’m sure none of us imagined. It’s 
easy to falter in our faith when things are 
happening that we do not understand. 

I want each of you to know that I, along with the 
other members of the church, are here for you. 
Not just on Sunday’s but every day. My email is 
open, and you can reach out to me via social 
media if that is easier too. 

I want to hear about everything! The joys you 
may be feeling because you get to be home with 
your families, as well as the downfalls you may 
be experiencing because of the shutdown in our 
city. Never hesitate to talk to me if its needed, 
this goes for our youth as well. 

Despite not being in the church, I am dedicated 
to working hard at making sure we stay 
connected one way or the other. In the 

beginning, I attempted Sunday lessons via FB 
Live. I’ve also created a FB group for the 
Children’s Ministry specifically. I’ll leave all the 
links you need below should you want to join in. 
We welcome you all! 

During this downtime I have been researching 
ways to engage with our YOUTH and get them 
out of the same classroom with the Elementary 
children. We have the space and once we are 
back in the church, we’d love to bring on a 
Youth Director. For now, I am hosting zoom 
meetings on Monday evenings starting 5/11/20 at 
6pm. We can adjust as needed. 

God has called me to take on this role as 
Director of Christian Education and I do not take 
it lightly. Again, please do not hesitate to reach 
out should you need anything. I look forward to 
learning with each of you. 
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“For by Grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not of your own doing; it is the 
gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8 

FB Kids Ministry Group: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/AUMCKids/ 

DCE (Sarah’s) Email: aumc.dce@gmail.com 

Instagram: aumc_kids808 

Aloha Gift for the 
Lloyds 
As Pastor Rob and Lisa's time with us is 
drawing to a close, we would like to provide the 
congregation an opportunity to contribute toward 
a group gift to remind them of their service to us. 
We are planning to purchase a gift certificate. If 
you are interested in contributing please make 
the check payable to Grace Omura and mail it to 
me at 4457 Luaole Street, Honolulu, HI 96818 
no later than June 7. 2020. We plan to present a 
gift certificate on their last Sunday. 

If you have any questions please email me at 
grace.les@gmail.com 

Mahalo from Grace Omura, Lay Leader 
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 Aiea United Methodist Church
99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, HI 96701

Aiea United Methodist 
Church

99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 

(808) 488-5354 

info@aieaumc.com 

www.aieaumc.com 

Committed to knowing, 
loving and serving God!

Worship Schedule 
May. 3 - 9a Zoom Worship  

May. 10 - 9a Zoom Worship  

May. 17- 9a Zoom Worship  

May. 24 - 9a Zoom Worship  

May. 31 - 9a Zoom Worship  

June. 7 - 9a Zoom Worship  

June. 14 - 9a Zoom Worship  

June. 21 - 9a Zoom Worship  

June. 28 - 9a Zoom Worship  
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