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A Message from Our Pastor 

O God of heaven and earth, thank you for speaking light into 
existence at creation and for the light of Jesus that came into the 

world at the incarnation. Thank you especially for the light you have 
brought into my life. May I ever remain grateful and may I always 

shine your light in the world around me. Shine in my heart, Lord 
Jesus!  Amen.

Dear Ones,

Did you know that a significant astronomical event will 
occur on September 22, 2019, at 9:50 pm HST? At that 
precise moment the plane of the Earth’s equator will pass 
through the center of the Sun.  Fascinating!  But not unique.  
In fact, the event happens twice a year, once in March and 
once again in September.  We usually call such an occurrence 
an equinox (equal night) or equilux (equal light) because on 
the date this event occurs, the duration of light is equal to 
the duration of the darkness.  After the event, as we move 
through Fall, there is increasingly more night than day, and 
there is more and more darkness – and less and less light.  
But enough about the election season in the US!  Thank God 
we don’t need to rely on a presidential candidate as our 
source of light.  That would be Jesus.
 
Jesus as the Word of God brought light into existence when 
God spoke light out of darkness at the beginning of time 
(John 1:2-3;  Gen 1:2-3). Then, with his birth as that baby in 
Bethlehem, he brought light to the spiritual arena. Jesus is 
the life and light that darkness cannot overcome (John 1:5).
John the Baptist came to bear witness to Jesus, the light of 
the world.  We can do the same today. In fact, we must do 
the same because that is what Jesus told us to do: 

Continued on page 2…
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“Let  your  light  shine  before  others,  that  they  may  see  your 
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 
 
People today are looking for direction.  And our society, where 
good is often considered bad and bad considered good, is eager 
to give direction. May we be the ones who shine the light of 
Christ into a world that seems increasingly dark.
 
Kathleen Thomerson wrote the words and music to United 
Methodist Hymnal # 206 in 1966, the first verse and chorus of 
which go like this:

I want to walk as a child of the light.  
I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world.  
The star of my life is Jesus. 

In Him there is no darkness at all.  
The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God.   
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Rob

Missions Moment 
Mount Olives UMC, Mukono Uganda 
by Lisa Anderson-Lloyd 

Our sister church, Mount Olives UMC, in Mukono, Uganda 
has shared with us pictures, some of which are included herein, 
that tell the story of their robust ministries, including Sunday 
Worship services, vital fellowships, well- attended Bible 
studies, energetic children's Sunday School ministries, and 
engaging missions outreach with women and the general 
public. 

Pastor Patrick Isabirye praises God and expresses his gratitude 
to Aiea UMC for standing with them in ministry, something 
which has enabled them to move forward even in the face of 
challenges. Mount Olives church is vibrant and growing and is 
steadily adding new persons to their fellowship. In late Spring, 
a group from Mount Olives traveled a distance of 125 miles east 
to the Kaliro district for a crusade and seminar. This mission 
was undertaken on the invitation of pastors in the Kaliro 
district of Uganda.  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Passion Groups 
 

Hula Sisters:  
9:00a Mondays  

Samoan Choir:  
6:30p Mondays 

Keiki Handbells: 
5:30p Tuesdays 

Rainbow Ringers: 
6:30p Tuesdays 

Games & Luncheon:  
9:30a Thursdays 

Rainbow Choir 
6:30p Thursdays 

Chess & Ping Pong 
4:00p Fridays 

Quilting:  
9:00a Alternate Saturdays 

 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
6 - Shane Lau 
9 - Tracy Davis 
13 - Paul Davis 

15 - Thomas Hulett 
19 - Fely Quemado &  

Tara Yasuda 
21 - Vincent Villanueva 

24 - Kacie Lee 
28 - Sam Quemado 
29 - Dyson Misiluti 

 
OCTOBER  

12 - Salia Garcia 
23 - Frankie Tali 
28 - Declan Lee

 

Happy Birthday!
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Pastor Patrick and Mount Olives church have 
a  vision  for  a  farm  ministry  which  would 
generate  income  and  food  for  the  most 
vulnerable  in  their  church  and  community. 
They  are  appealing  for  the  funds  and  for 
available,  farmable land for this  purpose and 
ask that we join them in prayer petitioning for 
God’s graceful provision. 

On  a  personal  note,  Pastor  Patrick  reports 
that  the  Isabirye  children  are  doing  well  in 
their schools. Pastor Patrick shared that their 
teachers reported the children are very active 
in class and went on to say, "they are the type 
o f  s tudents  who  make  teach ing  ver y 
interesting  and  if  they  are  not  in  class,  the 
session looks boring." On a sad note,  Pastor 
Patrick’s  mother  is  struggling  with  throat 
cancer  and  they  ask  for  our  prayers  for  her 
comfort  and  healing,  “knowing  that  God  is 
always working miracles.” 

So please continue to lift up our sister church 
for all their requests, and that although we are 
so far distant from each other that our hearts 
will be knit together in Christ’s love.  
More photos on page 8

Know Your Ohana - 1940’s Church Builders 
by Blast from the Past Committee 

On Easter Sunday,  April  9,  1939,  Rev.  Ernest 
Fujinaga  (1939-40)  baptized  eleven  young 
adults: Janet Shimabukuro, Jane Tateoka, Jean 
Sugai,  Fuji  Seo,  John  Seo,  Kosei  Uyeunten, 
Torao Yamamoto, Harold Hoshino, Paul Sugai, 
Herbert Mizuno, and Raymond Ichiki.

They  would  comprise  the  young  adult 
leadership  group  when  church  elders , 
Matthew  Seo,  Hideo  Okada,  and  John 
Nakano, guided their decision to move form 
the  original  site  (now the  3rd  level  of  Aiea 
Shopping  Center)  to  a  parcel  of  plantation 
land  (now  Laulima  Street).  Mr.  Nakano,  an 
engineer  for  the  sugar  plantation  company, 
facilitated acquiring the parcel for $1.00! Mr. 
Seo, as branch manager of the Bank of Hawaii, 
and  Mr.  Okada ,  a  t radesman  for  the 
plantation,  had vital  community  connections 
and headed a fund-raising campaign to build a 
new church.  The leadership group pledged a 
month’s  salary  to  the  fund  which  for  some 
(who  worked  in  the  sugar  fields)  posed  a 
problem when rainy weather meant “no work 
and, no work meant no pay.”

Their faith and commitment literally “moved 
mountains” as the parcel of land was part of a 
large dirt mound which had to be leveled off 
with heavy equipment (provided by plantation 
mana gement )  to  enab le  the  s ta r t  o f 
construction.  This  they  did  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  the  church  facility  we  enjoy 
today.

The  young  adults  assumed responsibility  for 
church  finances,  worship,  program activities, 
and as Sunday school teachers. 

Continued on page 4…
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They  also  dedicated  their  effort  to  grow 
church membership by sponsoring community 
events like social dancing, moonlight picnics, 
athletic competition in volleyball, tennis, etc. 
Also,  the  arrival  of  a  young  minister,  a  Yale 
graduate,  George  Cole  (1944-1945)  attracted 
many young people.

Rev. Cole is pictured in this 1944 photo (top row, 
right; left to him is Koyei Tokuhama; on the far left 

second row is Kenneth Shimono.  

Koyei and Kenneth were among the “second 
wave” of young adults. Their children now are 
active  at  Aiea  UMC.  Koeyi’s  son  is  Chuck 
Tokuhama, Lay leader and Liturgist, his niece 
is Lila Koide, altar flower arranger. Kenneth’s 
children are Lynn Gomez (with Danny), who 
direct  the  annual  “Christmas  Child  shoebox 
gift” project and their daughter, Natallyie, who 
serves  as  acolyte  and,  Melanie  Kato,  who 
ushers  regularly  at  worship  services.  They 
honor the legacies of their elders; just as we, 
today,  are  heirs  to  their  commitment  of 
service at Aiea UMC. 

Vacation Bible School 
by Heather Reynolds 

This year’s Vacation Bible School theme was 
Roar “Life is Wild, God is Good”. Aiea UMC 
hosted 34 keiki from our congregation and also 
from our community. VBS is a wonderful 

opportunity every summer to get children 
involved in church while giving us the 
opportunity to meet new community members 
and invite them to our church services. Each year 
we incorporate themed activities, snacks, bible 
stories that entertain children as well as giving 
them the opportunity to learn about God. We 
were blessed to have many volunteers from our 
congregation and our sister church Trinity UMC. 
This is an event our keiki look forward to all 
year. Vacation Bible School is always the 4th 
week in July. 

Aiea Elementary School 
School Supply and Used Clothing Drive 
by Grace Omura 

Our  annual  Aiea  Elementary  School  Supply 
Drive  was  a  success!  Many  thanks  for  your 
generous  support  of  the  students  in  our 
community.  Additionally,  we  will  continue 
providing  60  bags  of  food  monthly  to  the 
students through our Keiki Bag program.

The April 2019 edition of Honolulu Magazine 
ranked  Aiea  Elementary  5th  out  of  the  169 
public  elementary  schools  in  the  state.  
While ranking schools is controversial, one of 
the  factors  looked  at  was  student  success 
indicators such as school climate, which has to 
do with the quality of instruction, safety and 
relationships.  Also  included  were  math, 
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science  and  reading  scores.  English  is  the 
second language for 26% of the students. We 
are  proud  to  be  among  the  community 
supporters of this school!

Awakening Youth Group 
by Heather Reynolds 

Sunday September 1st the Awakening Youth 
Group met at Anna Miller's Restaurant for our 
first Breakfast Club. Together we bonded over 
cell phones and pancakes. We planned some 
fun events for the future including itrampoline 
and a fundraising car wash.

Ohana Fellowship 
by Heather Reynolds 

Ohana Fellowship “OF” Aiea UMC hosted a 
game event called Game On. Is there any 
better way to get to know our congregation 
members better than to challenge them to a 
game of bean bag toss?  Every person brought 
their favorite game and a snack to share. 
Favorite games included sequence jr, apples to 
apples, giant jenga and cornhole. This event 
was a hit and definitely will be repeated. We 
look forward to having you join us at our next 
event, Trunk or Treat on October 26th!

Annual Conference 2019 
by Blake Vance 

The contingent from AUMC included Pastors 
Rob  and  Joe,  Lisa,  Salia,  Tabitha,  Chuck  & 
yours  truly.  The  format  of  the  Annual 
Conference (AC) is such that each of us walk 
away  with  a  different  perspective.  For 
example, on Wednesday afternoon, there were 
4 different optional dialogue sessions that one 
could choose from, e.g., “So … this is awkward 
…”  Engaging  the  Community  While  Our 
Church  is  Still  in  Turmoil.  On  Wednesday 
evening, we had the opportunity to attend one 
of  the  other  3  offerings  that  we  had missed 
earlier in the day.

Continued on page 6…
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Aiea Elementary School  
Supply Drive  2019-20 

13 Backpacks  
86 Composition Books 
34 Crayons, 24 colors  
37 Dry Erase Markers 
6 packs Filler paper 
10 Glue--white, 4 oz. 

10 Glue sticks 
30 Liquid soap 

2 Liquid soap refill 
20 Pen--ballpoint 

8 Pencil box 
120 Pencils--No. 2 with eraser 

10 Portfolios 
7 Highlighters 

6 sets Colored pencils 
4 sets Markers 

3 Ruler 12” (mm, cm and inches) 
3 packs index cards 

12 Tissue--Facial 200 count 
1 Watercolors--Set of 8 

75 slippers 
135 underwear
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One  of  the  outcomes  I  hoped  would  be 
fina l i zed  wa s  the  UMC's  s tance  on 
homosexuality, which has been such a divisive 
subject,  not  so  much  regarding  inclusion  of 
people  attending  church  but  on  clergy. 
However, our Bishop made it clear from the 
outset that he was not backing down from his 
belief  in  the  inclusion  of  the  LGBTQI+  as 
clergy.  The  Annual  Conference  was  highly 
orchestrated  to  support  his  posit ion. 
Therefore,  the  decisions,  which  become 
ef fect ive  on  the  f i r s t  of  2020  of  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference  this  past  Spring  
could have significant implications upon him 
and  our  Conference  –  so  we  wait  and  see. 
What adds to the uncertainty is that although 
the Traditional Plan prevailed, the majority of 
American bishops favor the One Church plan 
[per  the  Pew  Research  Center].  Bishop 
Grant's  message  was  “Global  in  missions, 
contextual in governance”.

On  another  front,  Claremont  School  of 
Theology (CST) is a scant 30 miles from Univ. 
of  Redlands;  it  is  one  of  the  13  official 
theological schools of UMC. On Thursday, we 
had  an  update  from  the  President:  he 
announced  an  affiliation  agreement  with 
Willamette University in Salem, OR that will 
r e su l t  in  the  mo ve  o f  CST  to  Sa lem 
predominantly during the 2020-2021 academic 
year.

Thursday afternoon was our first breakout to 
our assigned Legislative Sessions. There were 8 
sessions  convened  throughout  the  campus. 
The  ses s ions  co vered  pet i t ions , 
recommendations,  resolutions,  and  rule 
changes. Each group consisting of half clergy, 
half  laity  discussed,  revised  each  of  their 
assigned proposals, then voted. It would then 
go to the General Assembly of ~1000 delegates 
for further debate, adoption or rejection. If it 
did pass,  it would continue to the next level 
and may ultimately become part of the next 
edition  of  the  Book  of  Discipline,  which  is 

UMC's  instrument  setting  forth  the  laws, 
plan, polity and process for governance. A new 
edition comes out every 4 years, the next one 
in 2020.

One new experience for me was the arduous 
election  of  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conference  delegates  from our  Conference. 
JoAnn Fukumoto of Trinity UMC and Pastor 
Tom  Choi  were  among  the  Jurisdictional 
delegates elected.

In  comparison  to  that  process,  the  Budget 
sailed  through  the  approval  process  for  the 
first time since I've been an attendee. Kudos 
to  Chuck  Tokuhama  and  others  on  the 
Conference  Finance  Committee  for  all  the 
work they do.

One of the highlights of AC was the baptism 
of  Faiana  Lolohea.  Of  the  50K members  of 
CalPac, it was Monalisa & Langi's child/Pastor 
Joe's grandchild that was baptized.

Since returning from Annual Conference, we 
as a church, have been charged with coming 
up  with  a  missional  statement  that  is  to  be 
appro ved  a t  our  Charge  Conference 
(December  5,  2019).  This  largely  democratic 
process  would  allow  us  to  retain,  revise  or 
recreate Aiea UMC's Mission Statement. Aiea 
UMC’s current Purpose is “Knowing, Loving 
& Serving God” and our Journey is “Building a 
life-changing  community,  fol lows  Jesus 
through  worship,  relationships,  spiritual 
growth  &  service.”  The  UMC’s  Mission 
Statement is “to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world”. 

We  have  scheduled  4  small  groups  to 
discuss  Aiea  UMCs  vision  of  “I  See  a 
New  Church.”  General  topics  we  could 
delve into 1) Who are we at Aiea UMC? 2) 
Why  does  AUMC  do  what  it  does?  3) 
What “New Thing” is God calling AUMC 
to do or be? 4) How can Aiea UMC fulfill 
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its Greater purpose in “Making Disciples 
for  the  Transformation  of  the  World” 
and/or 5)  Who is God calling Aiea UMC 
t o  b e ?  Fe e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  D o u g 
(a i e a u m c t r e a s u r e r @ g m a i l . c o m )  o r  m e 
(Blake_Vance@hotmail.com) for more info. 

White Sunday 
A Samoan Celebration 

Every year on the second Sunday of October, 
Samoans  celebrate  their  children.  Children 
dress in their finest white clothes and perform 
for their families. It is a day for communities 
to acknowledge and celebrate their children by 
hosting special  programs during the services, 
which  inc lude  sc r iptura l  rec i ta t ions 
(“tauloto”),  biblical  story  re-enactments,  and 
other  creative  performances.  This  year’s 
White Sunday Service will be held on October 
13th at 12pm. All are invited to attend. 

Fall Keiki Camp 
by Heather Reynolds 

Aiea  UMC’s  Fall  Break  Keiki  camp will  be 
October  7-11  from  8a-3p.  Registration  is 
limited so please sign your keiki up ASAP to 
reserve a spot. If any congregation would like 
to volunteer to teach a class to the keiki please 
emai l  Heather  Reyno lds  a t 
aumc.dce@gmail.com.  Previous  Camps  have 
included Hula and Handbells classes taught by 
our  very  own  Noeline  Khaw  and  Karen 
Carlisle.

Pastoral Leave 
Pastor  Rob  &  Lisa  will  be  out  of  town 
September 18th-28th. In their absence Pastor 
Joe  wi l l  be  avai lable  for  any  pastora l 
emergenc ies  and  can  be  reached  a t 
808-341-0710.  Pastor  Stephen  Lee  will  be 
giving  the  message  on  Sunday,  September 
22nd. 

A Change in the Office 
by Salia Garcia 

It is with much gratitude that I announce my 
resignation  from  the  position  of  Executive 
Assistant.  I  am  immensely  grateful  for  the 
support I have had while in this position for 
the last two years. As many of you know, my 
husband and I are in the process of adopting a 
baby.  With  this  change,  I  have  decided  to 
leave  my  work  at  Aiea  UMC,  but  not  my 
membership.  I  am  blessed  to  be  able  to 
continue worshiping with the church family I 
have created here. You all mean so much to me 
and I know the next Executive Assistant will 
be as blessed by you as I have. So, I may not 
be in the office, but I will be around, because 
this is my church home. Aloha & Mahalo! 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“I See a New Church”  
Visioning Groups 

September 12th @ 11:30am  
at Wendy’s with Pastor Rob Lloyd 

September 15th @ 10:15am  
in Meeting Room 1 with Blake Vance 

September 22nd @10:15am 
in Meeting Room 1 with Doug Rinehart 

October 2nd @ 5:30pm 
in Meeting Room 1  

with Lisa Anderson-Lloyd 

Additional groups may be scheduled  
as needed.

mailto:Blake_Vance@hotmail.com
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Photos from Mount Olives UMC 
Our Sister Church in Mukono Uganda 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

30 30 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

9a - Combined  
Worship

OFFICE 
CLOSED - 
Labor Day

9:30a - Games  
Fellowship 

6:30p - Rainbow 
Choir

9a - English  
Worship 

11:30a - Samoan  
Worship

5:30p - Keiki Bells 
6:30p - Bells/

Trustees  
7:30p - Ad Council

9a - English  
Worship 

11:30a - Samoan  
Worship

9a - Combined 
Worship

9a - English  
Worship 

11:30a - Samoan  
Worship

9a - English  
Worship 

11:30a - Samoan  
Worship

9a - English  
Worship 

11:30a - Samoan  
Worship

9a - Hula  
Sisters 

6:30p - Samoan 
Choir

5:30p - 
Gathering

9a - English  
Worship 

11:30a - Samoan  
Worship

 
6a - Samoan 

Prayer Service 
9a - Quilting  
5p - Samoan 
Youth Choir

IHS 
9:30a - Games  

Fellowship 
6:30p - Rainbow 

Choir

 
6a - Samoan Men’s 

9a - Quilting  
5p - Samoan Youth 

Choir

9a - Hula  
Sisters 

6:30p - Samoan 
Choir

9a - Hula  
Sisters 

6:30p - Samoan 
Choir

9a - Hula  
Sisters 

6:30p - Samoan 
Choir

Fall Keiki Camp 
6:30p - Samoan 

Choir

9a - Hula  
Sisters 

6:30p - Samoan 
Choir

9a - Hula  
Sisters 

6:30p - Samoan 
Choir

9a - Hula  
Sisters 

6:30p - Samoan 
Choir

9a - English  
Worship 

11:30a - Samoan  
Worship

5p - Samoan 
Youth Choir

5:30p - 
Gathering

5:30p - 
Gathering

5:30p - 
Gathering

Fall Keiki Camp 
5:30p - 

Gathering

5:30p - 
Gathering

5:30p - 
Gathering

5:30p - 
Gathering

5:30p - 
Gathering

5:30p - Keiki Bells 
6:30p - Bells/

Finance 
Committee

6:30p - Bells/
Trustees 
Meeting

Fall Keiki Camp 
6:30p - Bells/

Finance 
Committee

6:30p - Bells

6:30p - Bells/ 
Ad Council 

Meeting

6:30p - Bells

Fall Keiki Camp 

5:30p - Keiki Bells 
6:30p - Bells/

Worship 
Committee

5:30p - Keiki Bells 
6:30p - Bells/Ad 
Council Meeting

9:30a - Games  
Fellowship 

6:30p - Rainbow 
Choir

9:30a - Games  
Fellowship 

6:30p - Rainbow 
Choir

9:30a - Games  
Fellowship 

6:30p - Rainbow 
Choir

9:30a - Games  
Fellowship 

6:30p - Rainbow 
Choir

9:30a - Games  
Fellowship 

6:30p - Rainbow 
Choir

OFFICE 
CLOSED - 
Halloween

IHS 
Fall Keiki Camp 
6:30p - Rainbow 

Choir

5p - Samoan 
Youth Choir

 
6a - Samoan 

Prayer Service 
9a - Quilting  
5p - Samoan 
Youth Choir

5p - Samoan 
Youth Choir

 
6a - Samoan Men’s 

9a - Quilting  
5p - Samoan Youth 

Choir

4p - Trunk or 
Treat! 

5p - Samoan 
Youth Choir
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 Aiea United Methodist Church 
99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, HI 96701

Aiea United 

Methodist Church 

99-101 Laulima Street  
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 

(808) 488-5354 

info@aieaumc.com 

www.aieaumc.com 

Committed to knowing, 
loving and serving God!

Worship Schedule 
Sept. 1 - 9a Combined Worship 
Sept. 4 - 5:30p Gathering 
Sept. 8 - 9a English & 11:30a Samoan 
Sept. 11 - 5:30p Gathering 
Sept. 15 - 9a English & 11:30a Samoan 
Sept. 18 - 5:30p Gathering 
Sept. 22 - 9a English & 11:30a Samoan 
Sept. 25 - 5:30p Gathering 
Sept. 29 - 9a English & 11:30a Samoan 
Oct. 2 - 5:30p Gathering 
Oct. 6 - 9a Combined Worship 
Oct. 9 - 5:30p Gathering 
Oct. 13 - 9a English & 11:30a Samoan 
Oct. 16 - 5:30p Gathering 
Oct. 20 - 9a English & 11:30a Samoan 
Oct. 23 - 5:30p Gathering 
Oct. 27- 9a English & 11:30a Samoan 
Oct. 30 - 5:30p Gathering
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