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A Message from Our Pastor 

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news:  
“I have seen the Lord!”   John 20:18

Dear Ones,

Spring is  well  underway,  and temperatures are rising along 
with the humidity. The excitement of Palm Sunday is past, 
the bitter sweet experience of the Last Supper has given way 
to the horror of Good Friday which gloom settled in for a 
few days  until  the exuberance of  Easter  Sunday morning’s 
celebration of the resurrection, a delicious Easter Breakfast 
and of course the Easter Bunny and Easter Egg hunt! What 
next?

Well, for one thing I want us to remember that Easter is not 
over. Yes, the 21st of April has indeed come and gone, but let 
us remember that Easter is a season. Just as the period of 
Lent was a season of preparation and meditation lasting 40 
days, so Easter is a time of special remembrance that Jesus is 
no  longer  dead  in  the  grave  but  is  risen.  In  the  church 
calendar  the  Easter  season  is  designated  as  50  days,  the 
period of time between the resurrection on Easter Sunday 
until the day of Pentecost, when the gift of the Holy Spirit 
was given and the church was born. So from April 21 until 
Pentecost  Sunday  on  June  9  we  will  be  in  Eastertide. 
Although  in  actuality,  we  celebrate  Easter  and  the 
resurrection each and every Sunday.

So what do we do during Eastertide? How do we continue 
the  celebration?  Let’s  look  for  a  minute  at  what  Mary 
Magdalene did. Mary, who had been an eye-witness to the 
crucifixion, death, and burial, went to the tomb very early on 
that first Sunday morning. She saw the stone rolled away. She 

Continued on page 2…
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saw that the body was gone. At first she was upset and ran to 
tell Peter and John who also came to the tomb and found it 
empty. Peter and John had one reaction: they turned around 
and went home. Mary had another reaction. She stayed. She 
stayed and met the risen Jesus. And then she ran to tell others, 
“I have seen the Lord.”

Have you seen the Lord? Not yet? Well, don’t go home just yet. 
Stick around. If you continue to look for him, as Mary did, you 
will  find him.  If  you have seen him,  don’t  go home just  yet 
either. Tell somebody. Tell anybody. Tell everybody. “I have seen 
the Lord.” Alleluia, Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Rob

Mission Moment 
Meet an Aiea UMC Supported Missionary 
by Lisa Anderson-Lloyd 

The Rev. Claudia Genung –Yamamoto is a missionary with the 
General Board of Global Ministries assigned to ministries of 
community outreach and church development in Kobe, a port 
city in Japan. Claudia assumed these responsibilities in late 2011 
after serving for two decades as a missionary with the National 
Christian Council of Japan in Tokyo (NCC-J). Claudia works 
with the Kobe Jesus Band Church and its community ministry 
through Kagawa Memorial Center. The Jesus Band Church is 
part  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan  (UCCJ)  that 
continues the work of Methodism in Japan. Claudia has also 
founded  a  new  international  congregation,  which  worships 
every other month. 

The Kagawa Center  was  founded in  1909 by a  well-  known 
Japanese Christian leader, Rev. Toyohiko Kagawa. The Center 
ministers to the spiritual and physical needs of the people in 
Kobe through a café, a museum, day care, tutoring program for 
foreign  children  in  Japanese  schools,  food  distribution  bi-
monthly through a local food bank, after school program for 
disabled  children,  programs  for  single  mothers  and  their 
children,  and  offers  various  seminars  to  the  community.  A 
monthly  program of  Night  Café  donates  funds to help with 
ongoing disaster relief in Fukushima prefecture, where the 2011 
earthquake,  tsunami,  and  nuclear  power  plant  explosion 
occurred.   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Passion Groups 

Hula Sisters:  
9:00a Mondays  

Samoan Choir:  
6:30p Mondays 

Chess & Ping Pong 
4:00p Tuesdays 

Rainbow Ringers:  
6:30p Tuesdays until 5/14 

Games & Luncheon:  
9:30a Thursdays 

Rainbow Choir:  
6:30p Thursdays until 5/23 

Quilting:  
9:00a Alternate Saturdays 

MAY 
5 - Mark Hulett & 

Troy Levale 
9 - Claire Rivero 
11 - Shelby Lee &  
Becky Misiluti 
14 - Daniel Hill 

17 - Gloria Alaimaleata 
19 - Patrick Davis &  

Jirah Simeta 
23 - Alvin Yasuda 
28 - Tia Levale 

30 - Tabitha Yasuda

JUNE 
18 - AJ Petalver 

21 - Kayla Leaupepe  
22 - Elijah Leaupepe 

23 - Jeanai Sagapolutele 
27 - Malae Tagovailoa 
28 - Gabnel Leaupepe 
29 - John Sagapolutele 

 

Happy Birthday!
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Claudia  is  active  in 
other  mis s ion  and 
ecumenical  activities. 
She  was  president  of 
the  Tokyo  Ecumenical 
Council  in  Tokyo  and 
now  networks  with 
other  churches  in 
Kobe. She is a member 
of Peace and Nature in 
Kobe      and      Second 

Harvest  Japan  in  Tokyo.  She  serves  on  the 
AFARI  (American  Friends  of  Asian  Rural 
Institute)  and helps the ARI Kansai Caravan 
when  they  come  to  the  Kobe,  Kyoto,  and 
Osaka area each year. She works with a union 
of churches in Japan that includes Methodists 
and  helps  coordinate  a  ministry  with  the 
homeless in Kobe.

Claudia’s  husband Rev.  Toshimasa Yamamoto 
is  active  in  Volunteer  in  Missions  for  the 
General Board of Global Ministries and is the 
former General Secretary of NCC-J as well as 
a  former Global  Ministries  missionary.  Toshi 
now  works  as  a  chaplain  and  professor  at 
Kwansei Gakuin University.  He has authored 
books and articles on ecumenism and peace in 
Northeast  Asia.  Claudia  and  Toshi  are  the 
parents of two grown sons. Please remember 
Claudia  and  Toshi  and  their  many  ministry 
and mission activities in your prayers.
 

Know Your Ohana 
by Lois Takata 

Two young girls -  Emily White and Angelica 
Hulett were teammates playing soccer back in 
2005.  It  was  a  sports  connection  that 
ultimately led to a whole family becoming part 
of our AUMC ‘ohana.

When the Hulett family joined the church, I 
was  reminded  of  a  moment  years  ago  when 
two young friends from a soccer team came to 
church.  Friendship  on  the  team  led  to 
fellowship  in  church  when  Emily  invited 
Angelica to worship services led by her dad, 
Pastor  Jim  White  (2000-2015).  Angelica 
attended with her dad, Mark. After that initial 
visit, The Huletts – parents, Mark and Melanie 
-  came  to  church  with  Angelica.  Eventually 
brother, Thomas, joined the rest of the family.
Just as children learn to share by contributing 
money given them by their parents, they also 
learn some other ways to share the gifts and 
talents given them by God. This is evident of 
the seed that was planted when Emily invited 
Angelica,  to  church.  Since  then,  both Emily 
and Angelica have been active in the church. 
Both have met the criteria for the granting of 
college scholarship set out by the Foundation 
Committee  and  have  maintained  academic 
achievement  levels  to  have  their  grants 
renewed  annually  to  help  with  educational  
expenses. 

How many of us first went to church because 
someone  invited  us?  Remember  that  person 
now and give thanks for the invitation and the 
blessings  you  have  received  because  of  that 
one brief witness made when you accepted the 
invitation. If a child can do it, so can adults. 
Praise the Lord for earnest and caring persons, 
even  the  young  among  us,  for  the  blessings 
that come when sharing our faith.
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Vacation Bible School 
by Heather Reynolds 

Last  year  for  Vacation 
Bible  School  we  were 
Sh ipwrecked  and 

rescued  by  Jesus. 
Our  first  full  week 
VBS  was  a  success 
and  we  reached 

many community and 
congregation families. 

Save the  date because  this  year  VBS  is 
July 22-26 and concludes with VBS Sunday on 
July 28th. This year's theme is Roar, life is wild, 
God is good. This year the “mane” event will 
be en epic African Adventure which engages 
the  whole  family.  “At  Roar  kids  will  explore 
God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith 
that powers them through this wild life.” VBS 
is so successful because of people like you who 
volunteer  their  time,  energy,  and  talents. 
Contact  Heather  Reyno lds  for  more 
information  and  volunteer  opportunities. 
aumc.dce@gmail.com

Gathering 
Where Inspiration & Transformation Meet 
by Salia Garcia 

The first of May kicked off a new ministry for 
Aiea UMC. Gathering, an alternative worship 
experience,  is  held  weekly  on  Wednesdays. 
Instead  of  heading  home after  work,  people 
gathered  for  food  and  fel lowship  from 
5:30-6:30p and worshiped until 7:15p. Worship 
begins and ends with music lead by our praise 
band. A message is given by a special speaker 
each  week,  allowing  worshipers  a  unique, 
chang ing  per spect ive .  For  our  debut 
Gathering  we  learned  about  the  power  of 
Jesus’  love.  “There is  nothing you can do to 
make  God  love  you  any  more,  and  there  is 
nothing you can do to make God love you any 

less”  -Pastor  Rob.  The  music  and  message 
brought joy, tears, and love to all 

who  shared  in  it.  This  is  an 
exciting time at Aiea United 

Methodist  Church  and 
we  look  for ward  to 

continue  sharing  this 
new ministry. 

World Vision 6K 
Ohana Fellowship 
by Heather Reynolds 

On Saturday, May 4th Ohana Fellowship “OF” 
Aiea UMC hosted a Global 6K for Water with 
World Vision. 50,000 people across the globe 
walked  or  ran  for  our  mission  to  bring  life-
changing  clean  water  and  fullness  of  life  to 
children in communities around the world. At 
our host site, Aiea Elementary School, we had 
16  participants  with  9  more  participating 
virtually. 

Hawaii weather truly took on the spirit of the 
6K for water with heavy showers, but did not 
stop us. As one participant noted, the kids we 
are  walking  for  have  to  go  regardless  of 
weather conditions, it is only right we do the 
same. Each registration provides lasting clean 
water to a child, every step we took is one they 
won’t have to. Why a 6K you ask? 

Continued on pg 5…
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6 Kilometers  is  the average distance women 
and children in the developing world walk for 
water,  whether  dirty  or  clean.  With  your 
gracious donations and support we exceeded 
our  $1000  fundraising  goal  and  are  able  to 
provide clean water for 25 children! We hope 
you  wil l  join  us  next  year  to  continue 
supporting this important mission.

Campus Improvements 
by Doug Rinehart 

Your Board of Trustees is currently focusing on 
two major initiatives to improve campus 
facilities: 
- Sanctuary interior improvements 
- Renovation of the Fellowship Hall building 
(prior Korean congregation building) 

SANCTUARY 
Earlier this year, a sanctuary improvement work 
group met three times to: 
- establish what was great about the interior- 
determine needed improvements, and,  
- specify what could be done to make it a better 
place in which to worship. 
Aspects requiring improvements included: 
• The sound system 
• Lighting – added to illuminate dark corners at 
the rear; addition of spotlights for use in The 
Gathering Wednesday night worship service. 
• Comfort, specifically cooling 
• Carpet and floors  
• Ceiling repairs and painting  
• Windows and doors need repairs/replacement  
• Pews – need refinish or replace  
• Dark appearance 

These items and improvement recommendations 
went to the Trustees in February.  The Trustees 
immediately approved an upgrade to the sound 
system to improve clarity and consistency of 
amplification.  A contract was awarded for the 
work and, as of early May, the contractor has 
started the proposed work. 

An electrician is being selected to perform the 
work required for added lighting in the 
sanctuary; the work will also include lighting 
improvements in other parts of the campus. 

The Trustees will continue to implement 
recommendations from the Sanctuary Work 
Group. 

FELLOWSHIP HALL BUILDING (FHB) 
In the latter part of 2018, two work groups 
completed their efforts to advise the Trustees on 
the course of action for renovation of the FHB.  
The Trustees and Administration Council 
approved the following:  
• The FH room will be renovated with new 
lighting, new windows and doors, and new 
flooring.  
• The walls of the end part of the makai wing of 
the FHB closest to the sanctuary will be partially 
demolished to create a covered lanai that will be 
used for post-worship service refreshments and 
fellowship. 
• The kitchen will either be a) renovated in its 
current location, or b) relocated to the makai 
wing of the FHB, which is currently divided into 
three rooms.  ( b) was deemed the best location 
for a kitchen as it can efficiently service the FH 
room, the lanai refreshment area, and any 
activity in the courtyard.) 
• The two existing sets of women’s and men’s 
restrooms will be renovated to make one set of 
restrooms and an ADA compliant restroom. 

Currently, the Trustees have issued to local 
architects a Request for Proposal for services to 
assist with design details and to provide 
drawings for construction contractors and 
building permits.  Proposals are being evaluated 
with a selection to be made soon.  We also hope 
to have a construction contractor selected this 
year; it may be possible that some non-permit 
work can be started in 2019 with the bulk of the 
work performed in 2020.  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Staff/Pastor-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) Liaison List 

Aiea United Methodist Church 

Parishioners and staff may contact the appropriate Liaison at any time with a joy, concern, 
observation, or question. Please contact the church office for contact information, if needed. 

       --Tim Wilkins,  S/PPRC Chair (04/06/19) 

The following S/PPRC members are the Liaisons for the following AUMC employees: 

STAFF    POSITION    LIAISON 

Pastor Rob Lloyd   Senior Pastor   Tim Wilkins 

Pastor Joseph Siofele  Associate Pastor   Moira Iofi 

Salia Garcia    Executive Assistant   Tim Wilkins 

Heather Reynolds   Director of Christian Education Grace Omura 

Brittney Scott    Youth Director   Grace Omura 

Alan Petalver    Lead Nursery Associate  Lianne Nagano 

Wilhelmina Toledo   Nursery Attendant   Lianne Nagano 

Justine Lafata   Financial Clerk   Grace Omura 

Wilhelmina Toledo   Lead Custodian   Lianne Nagano 

Laura Shimabukuro   Pianist/Accompanist  Chuck Tokuhama 

Malia Poyer    Organist    Chuck Tokuhama 

Claire Rivero (volunteer)  Choir Director (Volunteer)  Blake Vance 

Karen Carlisle   Handbell Choir Director  Blake Vance 

Fia Misiluti (volunteer)  Samoan Choir Director  Moira Iofi 

Non-Employee 

Lisa Lloyd    Pastor’s Spouse   Grace Omura 
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Choir
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Foundation 

Committee & 
Handbell  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6:30p - Rainbow 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6:30p - Trustees 
& Handbell 
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9:30a - Games  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Worship 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Worship
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 Aiea United Methodist Church 
99-101 Laulima Street 
Aiea, HI 96701

Aiea United 

Methodist Church 

99-101 Laulima Street  
Aiea, Hawaii 96701 

(808) 488-5354 

info@aieaumc.com 

www.aieaumc.com 

Committed to knowing, 
loving and serving God!

Worship Schedule 
May 1 - 5:30p Gathering 
May 5 - 9a Combined Worship 
May 8 - 5:30p Gathering 
May 12 - 9a English &  
 11:30a Samoan  
May 15 - 5:30p Gathering 
May 19 - 9a English &  
 11:30a Samoan  
May 22 - 5:30p Gathering 
May 26 - 9a English &  
 11:30a Samoan  
May 29 - 5:30p Gathering 
June 2 - 9a Combined Worship 
June 5 - 5:30p Gathering 
June 9 - 9a English &  
 11:30a Samoan  
June 12-15: Cal-Pac Annual Conference 
June 16 - 9a English &  
 11:30a Samoan  
June 19 - 5:30p Gathering  
June 23 - 9a English &  
 11:30a Samoan  
June 26 - 5:30p Gathering  
June 30 - 9a English &  
 11:30a Samoan
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