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“Giving Thanks” 
 

I want to start by giving thanks to our church family. Thank you for the gifts, cards, and kindness you 
have shown toward us in response to minister appreciation month. You always shower us with kindness and 
goodies. Thank you.  

 
I pray you have been as blessed as I have with our prayer study and the study book. Let me encourage 

you to keep praying and never quit! Give God your attention and let Him give you His attention. Remember to 
pause, rejoice, ask, and yield. He will bless you and give you a completely new understanding of peace. Please 
don’t tuck the book away, but give it away. Bless someone else by giving them your prayer book. 

 
America in November culturally embraces the attitude of thanks. Society has indeed turned away from 

giving thanks to God, but there is still some rich goodness around. Our church will focus particular attention on 
giving thanks throughout the month, starting with a three-week study in preparing for thanksgiving. Scripture 
teaches us that God is good with his creation simply giving thanks, but there is nothing simple about giving 
thanks. Being a thankful Christian takes preparation, practice, and gratitude. I hope you will be able to join us 
for Veteran’s Day Sunday (11/7), men’s breakfast (11/20), the annual congregational meeting (11/21), and be in 
preparation for the annual Angel Tree.  

 
I want to close by asking you to mark your calendars for two special events in December. The first 

special day is our annual Living Nativity (inside), followed by our all-church Christmas dinner, held on 
December 12. I love this day on our church calendar because it is one of the few days where the entire church 
family is together. The second is our annual Christmas Eve Carols, Candles, and Communion on December 24 
at 5:00 PM. Starting the Christmas celebrations in worship establishes a tone of love for the remaining 
festivities. I hope we see you there.  

 
       We are thankful for you,  

Don and Karen 



Gratitude or Platitude? 
 

“In everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”       
      ~ 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

 
Judging by the holiday’s name, the way to celebrate Thanksgiving seems pretty straightforward: What could be simpler 
than counting your blessings and saying a prayer of thanks for them? 
 
But the beauty and simplicity of the day have, for many, become complicated by a host of things that divert attention from 
the object of our gratitude: the Lord. Expressing thanks can be difficult when our mind is preoccupied with expectations 
(our own as well as others’), a loved one isn’t there to celebrate with us, or hot-button issues aren’t given the day off. Add 
to that the strain of a heavy travel day and getting the jump on Christmas shopping, and no wonder it’s so common for 
Thanksgiving to be a high-stress occasion. 
 
The truth is, on a day set aside for being grateful, many people feel miserable. In fact, Christians are no exception. Many of 
us experience the gloom that comes with the holiday season regardless of how cheerful we may be on any other given day. 
However, regardless of our feelings, the Bible tells us to constantly give thanks to the Lord. Two reasons many of us don’t 
get the principle of thanksgiving right are somewhat opposite to each other: 
 
1. We give thanks only for the things we feel thankful for. 
2. We speak words of thanksgiving out of habit without truly feeling grateful. 
 
In the first case, we fall short of the goal laid out for us in God’s Word—namely, to give thanks in everything (1 Thessalo-
nians 5:18). In the second case, we’re behaving religiously on the outside without being transformed on the inside. Instead 
of giving the Lord our gratitude, we are offering Him platitudes. 
 
One of the wonderful mysteries about knowing Jesus is that we are able to do something the world would deem crazy or 
weak—to give thanks in difficult circumstances. We know that our hardships are great opportunities for reflecting God’s 
love and setting an example of humility and gratitude. Our struggles are also great motivators to get out of the platitudes 
and start offering genuine gratitude.  
         ~intouch.org 10/25/21 

Dear Church family, 
 

Trey and I wanted to thank you fall supporting us not     
only financially but spiritually during our college           

experience. Your love and generosity means the world     
to us and are beyond blessed to have so many people     

who love and care so much about us 
 

And also thank you all so much for putting together          
so many school supplies and snacks for all your             

college students.  We are all so blessed to be                   
surrounded by so much love! 

 
Thank you,  

Trey Fishburn & Emily Hovies 

CAMP TUITION OPPORTUNITY 
 

Starting September 2021 and ending in March 2022,         
attendance is recorded during Sunday School and/or 
Wednesday Night Youth and Elementary classes at                      

Howard Christian Church, giving children two                              
opportunities to receive an attendance credit.   

 
Children with a 75% attendance credit total will                

receive full tuition payment and those with 50% will       
receive half off tuition to Sylvan Hills Christian                

Service Camp (www.sylvanhills.org). 

HCC is in need of a volunteer for special ministry as coordinator 
for opening and closing the building on Sunday Mornings. The 
person needs to be willing to arrive prior to Sunday School and 
unlock the facility, turn on lights, and put out communion. The 
person also needs to be willing to stay until people are finished 

talking after the service to turn off lights and lock up the building. 
This is a coordinator, so others can do it, but someone needs to 

make sure this critical need is accomplished for God's People. If 
you are interested see Don Crane.   

 

 
 
 
 

 
    11/2       Kylie Gardner 
    11/3       Scott Corman 
    11/3       Nathan Crane 
    11/3       Kenzi Etters 
    11/4       Wayne Fishburn 
    11/5       Lexie Whitehill 
    11/8       Jimmy Gardner 
    11/12     Jim Masden 
    11/14     John Bumgarner 
    11/16     Mason Ghaner 
    11/16     Ethan Snyder 
    11/20     Travis Giedroc 
    11/24     Brian Gates 
    11/24     Holly Young 
    11/25     Matt Knepp 
    11/28     Nickolai Schaufler 
 
 
 

11/17      Joe & Joan Bechdel 
11/28     Wayne & Nancy Fishburn 
     
     
  

Prayer Concerns If you have a prayer request, please write it on a prayer 
request card and place it in the offering plate. 

 
Michael Aber-fluid around heart 
Hoyt Allen-liver transplant 
Marca Bedner-cancer 
Donna Bitner-throat surgery 
Mack Bowes-high fever 
Drenda Cain-health concerns 
Clair Crock-cancer                                                                                                              
Louise Crock-health concerns 
Mike Crock-health concerns/healing 
Bobby DeArment-NH Lymphoma   
Bob DeHass-Health concerns 
William Doublosky-cancer 
Tiffany Hargenrader-ankle surgery 
Carl Homan-covid 
Chrissy Homan-health issues 
Chrystelle Homan-Lyme’s disease 
Melissa Homan-breast cancer 
Brock Ingram-liver surgery 
Craig Jackson-accident recovery 
Darla Johnson-matching kidney                                                                                      
Deb Keeler-cancer 
Barb Mayo-fall recovery 
Brian Naviglia-positive test results 
Elizabeth Knepp-recovery 
Valero Nyman-cancer 
Keith Peters-lung cancer 
 
 
 
Please contact Don Crane at  317-966-1959 to put a call on the prayer chain. 
PRAYER LIST UPDATES-  New names will be left on for 3 weeks.  If no update is received, the 
name will be removed.  

Maxine Richner-Dementia 
Clovis Rockey-health 
Joe Rockey-tests 
Kathy Rockey-Liver cancer 
Bill Sharer-brain issues 
Denice Strouse-physical therapy 
Pat Stover-infection 
Ronald Ticknor-Leukemia 
Alissa Womer-health concerns 
Alexis Womer-health concerns 
Bobby Yearick-health concerns 
Donald Yearick-heart issues 
Karen Yeoman-kidney dialysis 
Dana-liver biopsy recovery 
Tina-blood clots in stomach 
Tyler 
Schools-students, teachers & staff 
Our Teachers & Missionaries 
God’s guidance for leadership 
Our Troops 
  

Praise God for: 
Jesus- Our Savior 
Our Church Family 
Our Teachers & Missionaries 

 

Angel Tree Gifts 

will be available  the         

weekend of 

 November 21, 2021 

November 20, 2021 
8:00 a.m. 

Please sign up at the  
Back wall. 

 
Annual Congregational 

Meeting 
 

 November 21, 2021 

 


