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“He is the Same God!” 

 
Happy New Year! Time to flip the calendar and start a new season, a new month, and a new adventure to explore 

the rich love of God. We take our first steps on this journey with confidence because our God is faithful. Psalm 90 begins 
with the simple but heartfelt words, “Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.” It is a happy new 
year because he is a good and faithful God.  

 
One of my favorite hymns is “O God Our Help in Ages Past,” written to paraphrase and reflect upon Psalm 90. 

Written by Isaac Watts in 1719, many of his hymns are re-workings of biblical psalms.  
 
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home; 
 
Under the shadow of thy throne, Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure. 
 
Before the hills in order stood, Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting thou art God, To endless years the same. 
 
The ancient helping power of God traced through the generation of his saints resonates through our lives and 

grants us confidence in our walk with Him. God’s eternal nature causes us to reflect upon our mortality and our              
insignificance compared to Him. Our lives compared to his eternity is like comparing our long lives with the brief life of 
grass in the desert climates – just one hot day can dry and quickly wither it away. In contrast, God has always been God, 
“world without end” or “from ages of ages.” Before the eon of time itself, God was the same God we now know and love. 
It is a happy new year because he is unchangingly good and faithful.  

 
Our new year sermon series is a study in the life of Elijah, who faced a lack of faith in the people of Israel under 

the leadership of Ahab and Jezabel. Israel, the Northern Kingdom, was convinced God had left them, so they made some 
abysmal choices because of the influence of bad leadership. Neglecting their faith, the people forgot the truth of God’s   
unchanging nature, abusing their free relationship and covenant with God. Drought and spiritual death were the results of 
poor choices. Starting the year with a study of God’s faithfulness recorded in the life of Elijah refreshes our dedication and 
guides us away from making the same poor choices. May we be challenged to remain in scripture, hold fast to Jesus, and 
stay in fellowship with each other in the new year.  

 
Thank you for all the generous Christmas gifts and cards. We especially appreciate all the volunteers and           

dedication through the 2021 holiday season. God is working. He is the same. He loves us without end.  
 

              Blessings to you for the New Year,    

Don and Karen 



Freewill – Does God have it all planned out?  
 

“You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one 
another humbly in love.” ~ Galatians 5:13 

 
In the recent months at HCC, several people are asking if God has a plan for their life. The answer is “no” but God                              

has a plan for your salvation. Troy Borst, a restoration movement preacher, offers this devotional for us to                                        
ponder as we dive deeper in our gratitude for salvation.  

 
I want you to know that freewill is not an illusion. God created human beings with free will because ultimately His glory     
is greater when we see who God is and we worship Him out of love. God is diminished if we are all robots who have to    
love Him. True love is a choice. True love is an act of the will… free will. What is the purpose of our freewill? The      
purpose of our freewill is to give us the option to have a real personal relationship God and for Him to know our hearts.   
We are free to pursue and know the God of the universe. It is sort of a mystery that the all-knowing all-powerful God         
of the universe is personal and we can interact with Him. Sort of a mystery… the all-knowing all-powerful God of the 
universe loves us so much that He makes Himself known. Love solves the mystery. Freewill is meant to lead us into            
a loving relationship with God. 
 
Freewill begins at the very beginning of creation. Genesis 2:16-17 says, “And the LORD God commanded the man, “You 
are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 
you eat from it you will certainly die.” God let us choose. We chose poorly, but it was our free choice nevertheless. What 
are we to do with the God-given ability to choose? God wants us to choose the way everlasting which is abundant life in    
His Son Jesus Christ. The predetermined plan is for his followers to have a transformative relationship with his Son, Jesus. 
The way back from sin is available through Jesus. In response, followers of Jesus want to plead with you to choose to 
follow the teachings in God’s Word and the example of Jesus Christ. We can use our freewill to be better tomorrow than we 
are today. The mysterious and beautiful thing about God and His power and His will and His providence is that rather than 
being at odds with our free will, God works with our mistakes and issues and obstacles and also our right choices because 
He loves us. Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have 
been called according to His purpose.” 
 

God granted human beings free will at the moment of our creation and He has never taken that away. We are free to 
love Him and pursue Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

God has provided His own way for our salvation working within all of our freewill so that His will is done anyway for 
our eternal benefit. We are free to choose to be saved from this world. 

God promises that He will be with us in the midst of the turmoil of life even though, yes, He does not stop all of the bad 
choices that are made. We are free to choose to have God in our hearts in the midst of each day. 

 
Therefore, did God predestine some to suffer and others to flourish? Did God predestine some to eternal salvation and 
others damnation? Does God plan and order your days for you to search out His mysterious plan for your life? To all three 
questions, the answer is “no.” What God did is predetermine a plan of salvation through Jesus and God is actively working 
at building a relationship with you because he is overwhelmingly in love with you. God is saying to you today, “Trust me, 
lets figure this out together.” 
       ~Troy Borst, 6/25/20 (italics, Don Crane) 

Oliver Lee Beamenderfer 
December 20, 2021 
 7' 11''    19  in.  
 
Son of Nick and Samantha Beamenderfer 
Grandson of John and Patsy Rougeux 

 Welcome Baby Boy!  

Weather related cancellations 
 
 
If services are cancelled due 
to inclement weather, it will 
be posted on our website  
(www.howardchristianchurch.com), and 
announced through the phone tree. 

If you would like to give electronically to the church, visit 
the church website at www.howardchristianchurch.org or                         

contact the church office for more assistance. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
    1/1         James Peters 
    1/2         Karen Crane 
    1/3         Keith Rogers 
    1/3         Landon Wargo 
    1/6         Ashlyn Thompson 
    1/12       Russell Holter 
    1/12       Owen Peters 
    1/15       Connie Litz 
    1/17       Darla Johnson 
    1/19       Carol Etters 
    1/22       Kevin Johnson 
    1/22       Landon Berube 
    1/25       Michele Ardner 
    1/26       Ava Fishburn 
    1/29       Milford  Etters, Jr 
    1/30       Sheri Dreibelbis 

    
 1/9      Don & Karen Crane 
 1/10    Doyle & Maxine Richner 

Prayer Concerns If you have a prayer request, please write it on a prayer 
request card and place it in the offering plate. 

Joe Berube-fall recovery 
Mary Borden-stage 4 bone cancer 
Drenda Cain-health concerns 
Bruce Chapman-heart issues 
Clair Crock-cancer                                                                                                             
Louise Crock-health concerns 
Mike Crock-health concerns/healing 
Bobby DeArment-NH Lymphoma   
Bob DeHass-health concerns 
William Doublosky-cancer 
Jim Dreibelbis-Covid 
Bonna Frazier-surgery 
Barry Gates-Covid 
Tiffany Hargenrader-ankle surgery 
Chrissy Homan-health issues 
Chrystelle Homan-Lyme’s disease 
Melissa Homan-breast cancer 
Family of Kathy Spotts-Humiston 
Darla Johnson-matching kidney                                                                                       
Deb Keeler-cancer 
Blaine McKivision-back problems 
Linda Mitchel-health concerns 
Lawrence Moser-hospice 
Brian Naviglia-positive test results 
Valero Nyman-cancer 
Keith Peters-lung cancer 
Chris Prospero-covid 
 
 
 
 
 
Please contact Don Crane at  317-966-1959 to put a call on the prayer chain. 
PRAYER LIST UPDATES-  New names will be left on for 3 weeks.  If no update is received, the 
name will be removed.  

Sandy Reiter-Covid 
Donald Richner-health concerns 
Doyle Richner-health concerns 
Maxine Richner-cancer 
Clovis Rockey-health 
Kathy Rockey-health concerns 
Family of Ray Schoonover 
Denice Strouse-physical therapy 
Pat Stover-fall recovery 
Abigail Tice-surgery 
Jennifer Tice-chemo treatments 
Nathan Tice-surgery 
Ronald Ticknor-Leukemia 
Dorothy Travis-eye infection 
Alissa Womer-health concerns 
Alexis Womer-health concerns 
Bobby Yearick-health concerns 
Donald Yearick-heart issues 
Karen Yeoman-new kidney  
Schools-students, teachers & staff 
Our Teachers & Missionaries 
God’s guidance for leadership 
Our Troops 
 

Praise God for: 
Jesus- Our Savior 
Our Church Family 
Our Teachers & Missionaries 
Oliver Lee Beamenderfer 

 
Wednesday Night  

Youth Group 
 

Wednesdays  
7:00-8:00 p.m. 

 
Dee Michaels 814-883-0758 

COMING SOON 
 

Wednesday Night  
Elementary Youth Group 

 
Wednesdays  

7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Church basement 

 


