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“Love Is Not Simply Perceived” 

 
There is a story of a church that had been struck by lightning. The insurance company refused to pay 

out for damages from the fire as there is a specific clause in the policy for “an act of God,” which, among     
others, lightning is classified. The minister decides to reach out to God’s people and visits every household to 
ask for a donation to rebuild the church. One Christian couple protested to the minister, “We are sorry, but we 
can’t give money to somebody who set his own house on fire.” 

 
 Isn’t life funny how we classify things as we view them versus the reality of the facts and                  

circumstances? I’ve come to understand that how I perceive God and others is often in large part a function of 
my internal state rather than a reflection of objective reality. When this happens, the man-created religion 
emerges according to its taste. I neglect the revealed Word of God and shift my attention to a more humanistic 
god created in my image. I do not think I am alone. Our human view and perception of love are limited, yet 
God’s view of love has no end. 

 
 Valentine’s Day is a day we celebrate love, particularly “eros” love between couples. It is crucial to 

avoid the world’s trappings of sensual love as the only type of love God created. Marriage and love is beautiful 
creation from God. But his love is intended to go deeper and influence our daily choices in life. God loves you, 
and nothing can separate you from his love.  

 
Spring is just around the corner bringing the Spring Bazaar, Resurrection Celebrations, and warmer 

weather. I love that we share these days and serve our community. May we continue to share God’s valuable 
love as we seek His glory in it all. 

 
       You know we love you,    

Don and Karen 



Calling and Responsibility  
 

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.” ~ Colossians 3:17 

 
Frederick Buechner wrote, “The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s 
deep hunger meet.” Our work includes all we do to produce good in the world, including our paid employment. 
We often refer to work as our vocation, a word which comes from the Latin word vocare meaning “to call.” 
Many people confuse and correlate what God is calling them to do as God’s predefined purpose and meaning for 
their life. Scripture does not approach calling and purpose as the same. God’s purpose for us in found in               
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.” In contrast, God’s calling is answered in self-reflection and prayer. 
 
What are you good at? What brings you joy? Where do your abilities and passions intersect with the needs around 
you? Richard Foster reminds us that we should approach our work with both a sense of calling (“a God-given 
ability to do a job linked with a God-given enjoyment in doing it) and a sense of responsibility (“to do something 
in our own time that has value”).  
 
Approaching work this way doesn’t mean that every task will be enjoyable – sometimes hard things must be 
done. But it does mean that, when the choice is there, we should look for work that most aligns with our gifts and 
passions. It also means that we bring our whole selves to whatever task is before us, enjoying our responsibility to 
serve others and create value in our own unique ways.  
 
Prayerfully consider the following: (1) Do you currently feel you are able to use your gifts and passions in your 
vocation? If not, are there adjustments you can make to your tasks? How about to the way you approach your 
tasks? (2) Think about others you know through your workplace or other group contexts. Can you see the way 
different gifts are in use? Are there adjustments that can be made to allow your teammates to more fully express 
their calling? 
 
   ~Month 14, Day Two: The Reservoir, Spiritual Formation Journal, (2019) 

Briar Nova Snook 
December 28, 2021 
 8' 3''    19 1/2  in.  
 
 
Son of Adam and Megan Snook 
Granddaughter of John and Amy Snook 

 Welcome Baby Girl!  
 

February 19, 2022 
8:00 a.m. 

Please sign up at the  
Back wall. 

Weather related cancellations 
 
 
If services are cancelled due 
to inclement weather, it will 
be posted on our website  
(www.howardchristianchurch.com), and 
announced through the phone tree. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
    2/1         Kendyll Crane 
    2/3         Everett Stauffer 
    2/4         Emily Hovies 
    2/7         Jonathan Hunt 
    2/9         Tanner Pearce 
    2/10       Troy Irvin 
    2/18       Joe Rockey 
    2/21       Bob DeArment 
    2/25       Bill Young      
    2/26       Tate Rougeux 

 
  2/24     James & Jessica Peters 
     

Prayer Concerns If you have a prayer request, please write it on a prayer 
request card and place it in the offering plate. 

Family of Valerie Bailey 
Dave Bock-back surgery recovery 
Mary Borden-stage 4 bone cancer 
Drenda Cain-health concerns 
Bruce Chapman-heart issues 
Clair Crock-cancer                                                                                                             
Louise Crock-health concerns 
Mike Crock-health concerns/healing 
Bobby DeArment-NH Lymphoma   
Bob DeHass-health concerns 
William Doublosky-cancer 
Scott Frazier-surgery 
Jeff Holter-back issues 
Chrissy Homan-health issues 
Chrystelle Homan-Lyme’s disease 
Melissa Homan-breast cancer 
Jordan & Jennifer Jasper-house fire 
Darla Johnson-matching kidney                                                                                       
Deb Keeler-cancer 
Blaine McKivision-back problems 
Linda Mitchel-health concerns 
Brian Naviglia-positive test results 
Valero Nyman-cancer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please contact Don Crane at  317-966-1959 to put a call on the prayer chain. 
PRAYER LIST UPDATES-  New names will be left on for 3 weeks.  If no update is received, the 
name will be removed.  

Keith Peters-lung cancer 
Donald Richner-health concerns 
Doyle Richner-health concerns 
Maxine Richner-cancer 
Clovis Rockey-health 
Kathy Rockey-health concerns 
John Snook, Jr-Covid Pneumonia 
Pat Stover-fall recovery 
Jennifer Tice-chemo treatments 
Ronald Ticknor-Leukemia 
Dorothy Travis-eye infection 
Lori Taylor-illness 
Alissa Womer-health concerns 
Alexis Womer-health concerns 
Bobby Yearick-health concerns 
Donald Yearick-heart issues 
Karen Yeoman-new kidney  
Schools-students, teachers & staff 
Our Teachers & Missionaries 
God’s guidance for leadership 
Our Troops 
 

Praise God for: 
Jesus- Our Savior 
Our Church Family 
Our Teachers & Missionaries 

 

The class is filled with tools and hints on how to read 
every book in the Bible.  

 
Wednesday Evenings 7:00 PM - Taught by Don Crane 

 
The Class will be in Person and Broadcast Online 

Wednesday Night Adult Class 
 

Wednesday Night  
Youth Group 

 
Wednesdays  

7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

Dee Michaels 814-883-0758 

Sunday Evening Ladies Bible Study 

 
Sunday Evenings 6:00 PM - Facilitator is Karen Crane 

 
The study will be in person, meeting at the church,         

and also  offered virtually. 

COMING SOON 
 

Wednesday Night  
Elementary Youth Group 

 
Wednesdays  

7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Church basement 

 

Upcoming Youth Events: 
 
February 12  Get Air 
2:00-4:00 p.m.                             
 
February 19  Dinner & a Movie      
6:00 p.m.    
Youth Building 
 
March 4  Winter Jam 
7:00 p.m.   
Bryce Jordan Center         
    
 

 Mark your calendars! 
 


