
Howard Christian Church 
P.O. Box 465 
Howard, PA  16841 

 
Ladies’ Christmas Tea 

December 19th  
Starting at ~ 2:00 p.m. 

At the home of Terry & Marie Yearick 

Need a ride or would like to carpool?   
Please meet at the church at 1:00 p.m. 

Gifts are due back on December 12, 2021 

December 2021 

Don@howardchristianchurch.org 
 

Don Crane call/text   317-966-1959 

367 Walnut Street, Howard, PA  16841 
 (814) 625-2764    

www.howardchristianchurch.org 
 www.howardchristianchurch.org | Facebook & Twitter 

"Gifts" 
 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! As we approach Christmas, we often 
hear about joy and a joyful season, so we try to cram all the other feelings 
of life down inside. If we don't feel joyful, we try hard to create joy by 
tossing our troubles aside, ignoring our deepest struggles, and just living 
for the moment. But that's not what the joy of Christmas is all about. And 
while it may be nice for a moment, it is shallow and short-lived.  
 
The gift of joy offered to us in Jesus this Advent season is one of deep 
and abiding joy. It is a joy so powerful it can hold its own in a dark and 
hurting world—and the midst of all our troubles and struggles. You don't 
have to cast aside your worries to unwrap this gift of joy, which Peter 
called inexpressible and glorious: "Though you have not seen him, you 
love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him 
and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy" (1 Peter 1:8). 
 

Like gratitude and obedience, joy is a practiced discipline. It's a process of seeking to follow God's ways and to 
put them into action. We don't always get them right. But the more we align ourselves with God's Word to understand   
His ways and then choose activities of Joy that align with His Word and His wisdom, the more we open ourselves to    
experience the excellent fruit of those choices— to encounter and receive His joy.  

 
December at HCC is filled with Joy opportunities. Our annual Living Nativity Re-enactment (inside), followed  

by our all-church Christmas dinner, held on December 12. The youth and children departments have multiple parties and 
outreach planned throughout the month. We will be hosting a Theatrical Release of the Christmas Chosen presentation    
at HCC on December 15 in the main sanctuary. The annual ladies and young ladies tea is planned for December 19. The 
season's highlight is our annual Christmas Eve Carols, Candles, and Communion on December 24 at 5:00 PM. It is a  
busy time of year, but a worthy time of year to let the joy shine.  
         

        Please know we love you,   

         Don and Karen 

Christmas Eve Service at HCC 
Carols, Candles and Communion 

Dec. 24th at 5:00 PM  



 
Good News of Great Joy 

 
“good news of great joy . . . for all the people” ~ Luke 2:10 

 
Think about the way you felt on December 24th when you were a child. You could hardly wait for the next day to arrive, and the 
anticipation made it difficult to fall asleep. Well, there were some shepherds who felt that way on the first Christmas Eve, but their 
excitement wasn’t just about what was to come; they were excited by what they’d already heard and seen. Considering that God had 
been silent for centuries, the angelic message was an astonishing announcement made to unlikely recipients. 
 
Have you ever wondered why God wanted to reveal His Son’s birth to lowly shepherds instead of the leaders of Israel, or why He 
allowed His Son to be born in a stable? Since the Lord never does anything haphazardly, both choices are significant. It is appropriate 
that these men were the first to hear about Jesus, the Good Shepherd who “lays down His life for the sheep” (John 10:11). And there    
was perhaps no more fitting a birthplace for “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” than a shelter built for livestock. 
 
To help you understand how astounding this encounter was, consider what you would do if an angel appeared in your church and 
announced Jesus was coming back tomorrow. How would you feel? Could you simply brush it off and go to sleep that night, or would 
you be like the shepherds who immediately searched for the Messiah and told everyone what they’d experienced? 
 
The angel was proclaiming that God would provide salvation for mankind through a tiny baby lying in a manger. In essence, the entire 
life of Christ—His conception by the Holy Spirit, birth to the virgin Mary, death on a cross for our sin, resurrection from the dead, and 
ascension to the Father, as well as His promise to come again—can be summed up in this one word. 
 
Most exciting announcements bring immediate happiness, but afterward, the emotional high evaporates, leaving us unchanged. 
However, when we believe the good news and accept Jesus as our Savior, the joy is lasting and transformative. We can be content 
because His Holy Spirit is always with us.  

        ~intouch.org 12/1/14 

     Christmas Poinsettias 
 

HCC will construction it’s annual 
Poinsettia Tree.  If you are interested  
in contributing toward the purchase of 
a Poinsettia in honor or in memory of a 
loved one, the cost is $10.00 each.  You 
can call the church office or sign the 

sheet on the bulletin board  in the        
sanctuary by December 5. 

 
Dear HCC, 
 
Thank you so much for the monetary donation.  It will    
be used towards books, supplies, and food at college.       
I appreciate the generous gift.  I am loved and blessed by 
an amazing church family.  
 
With love,  
Garrett Giedroc 

Live Nativity  
Re-enactment 

 

All-Church Christmas Dinner  
immediately after.  Please bring a dessert 

to share.  Let us know you are coming        
by signing up on the back wall. 

 
 

Rehearsal-December 8 – 6:00 PM 

 

 
 
 
 

 
    12/1       Ruth Crane 
    12/4       Betsy Snyder 
    12/9       Alyssa Giedroc 
    12/16     Mikayla Spicer 
    12/17     Rose Frazier 
    12/19     Anna Peters 
    12/20     Jeff Moser 
    12/20     Lincoln Thompson 
    12/22     Amanda Fishburn 
    12/23     Kaelyn Davis 
    12/23     Nancy Hargenrader 
    12/24     Paula Bell 
    12/24     Beth Lowery 
    12/24     Clovis Rockey 
    12/26     Jeromy Knepp 
    12/27     Jean Holter 
    12/31     Gabe Fishburn 
    12/31     Creigh Frazier 

 12/15      Russel & Becky Holter 
 12/27      Dan & Patty Delotto 

Prayer Concerns If you have a prayer request, please write it on a prayer 
request card and place it in the offering plate. 

Drenda Cain-health concerns 
Bruce Chapman-heart issues 
Clair Crock-cancer                                                                                                              
Louise Crock-health concerns 
Mike Crock-health concerns/healing 
Bobby DeArment-NH Lymphoma   
Bob DeHass-health concerns 
William Doublosky-cancer 
Bonna Frazier-surgery 
Tiffany Hargenrader-ankle surgery 
Mark Helscher-foot infection 
Chrissy Homan-health issues 
Chrystelle Homan-Lyme’s disease 
Melissa Homan-breast cancer 
Darla Johnson-matching kidney                                                                                      
Deb Keeler-cancer 
Blaine McKivision-back problems 
Brian Naviglia-positive test results 
Valero Nyman-cancer 
Keith Peters-lung cancer 
Donald Richner-health concerns 
Doyle Richner-health concerns 
Maxine Richner-hospitalization 
 
 
 
Please contact Don Crane at  317-966-1959 to put a call on the prayer chain. 
PRAYER LIST UPDATES-  New names will be left on for 3 weeks.  If no update is received, the 
name will be removed.  
  

Clovis Rockey-health 
Kathy Rockey-Liver cancer 
Kathy Spotts-Covid 
Denice Strouse-physical therapy 
Pat Stover-hip replacement/pain 
Jennifer Tice-chemo treatments 
Ronald Ticknor-Leukemia 
Dorothy Travis-eye infection 
Alissa Womer-health concerns 
Alexis Womer-health concerns 
Bobby Yearick-health concerns 
Donald Yearick-heart issues 
Karen Yeoman-kidney dialysis 
Schools-students, teachers & staff 
Our Teachers & Missionaries 
God’s guidance for leadership 
Our Troops 
 

Praise God for: 
Jesus- Our Savior 
Our Church Family 
Our Teachers & Missionaries 
 

Family Christmas Fun 
 

“We’ve Been Star’d”  Activity bags are available to all 
families with children. 

 
The bags include fun and simple activities that will get  

your family talking, encouraging each other, having fun, 
and sharing about Jesus every day during the Advent 
season!  Bags are available for pick up in the annex.        

One per family please. 

Children’s Christmas Store  
December 18, 2021 

 

HCC is offering a      
Christmas Store for       

children (preschool-5th grade)  
Children will be able to pick  
out gifts and wrap them for 

members of their family.   
 

Everything is free.         

Elementary Youth 
Christmas Party 

 
Wednesday,  

December 8, 2021 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Church Basement 
 

Youth  
Christmas Party 

 
Wednesday,  

December 22, 2021 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Youth Building 

https://www.intouch.org/read/articles/good-news-of-great-joy

