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May 2022 
Extravagant Generosity 

 
We have an incredible opportunity for generosity at Immanuel this month. Many of you may know that 
Immanuel is due for another capital campaign to pay down our mortgage debt. 
Presently, our debt is $962,000 - just shy of a million dollars. 
 
About a month ago, a member of our congregation who knows of these things called me and said, “Pastor, I 
think we should pay off the remainder of our mortgage debt this year. And I believe so strongly that we can do 
it that I am willing to give $500,000 in matching funds if the rest of the congregation can come up with the other 
half.” 
 
WOW! Honestly, I had to call this anonymous donor back a couple of days later just to be sure that I really 
heard them correctly (and to be sure I said, “Thank You!”). It turns out I did hear them correctly. Half of our 
debt is already accounted for with this matching funds donation - so long as we can come up with a half a 
million dollars. 
 
I reached out to our Immanuel Finance Team and our church council. We began talking right away. We already 
have a building fund that you at Immanuel have been supporting - and that account currently has $146,000 in 
it. That number does count toward the matching funds, since it is money that has been received to pay down 
the debt. So we already have a nice head start. 
 
Then - we began reaching out to some of our givers to see how they felt about this campaign and to see if they 
believed we could meet this matching fund challenge. We were so grateful to receive advance commitments 
and donations of $153,275. On Easter Sunday we announced that we had a total of $299,275 toward our 
$500,000 challenge! That left us with just over 200,000 to go! As of this writing, we have had more donations 
come in, for a total of $309,325.  
 
This is an incredible demonstration of generosity already. My friends, we are actually looking at being debt-free 
this year! And this is not simply about paying off a debt. All the money that has been going toward interest on 
our mortgage, the monthly payments of approximately $7000, can now go toward ministry and mission. It is 
time to start dreaming big! 
 
We are now in the midst of a short capital campaign that runs between Easter and Memorial Day. Many of you 
received a letter and pledge card to consider how you might help us reach our goal of being debt free this year. 
Gifts can be given through stock, cash, or a pledge to be fulfilled within the year 2022. What might God be 
calling you to give above and beyond your regular giving to help our Immanuel family meet our goal? 
 
We give thanks to God for the extravagant generosity that has given us this incredible opportunity. We give 
thanks to God for the generosity that gifts like this inspire in others. It reminds us of the incredible amount of 
love that pours from God, through Jesus, into our lives. This Easter season will definitely be one for us to 
remember at Immanuel. Thank you for your own commitment to generosity that propels the ministry of 
Immanuel into the future. 
 
Peace, Pastors Sara & Paul VanDeBerg  


