
Awaiting God’s Promise 
Romans 8:18-25 

 
I. Perspective on suffering (18) 

A. Present suffering can be intense (18a) 
 

Phil 1:21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed 
between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to 
remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. ESV 

 
B. Pales in comparison to the glory yet to be revealed (18b) 

 
 2 Cor 4:16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner 
nature is being renewed day by day. 17 For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us 
an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison,18 as we look not to the things that are seen 
but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that 
are unseen are eternal. ESV 

 
 

II. Preparation of all creation for future glory to be revealed (19-22) 
A. Punishment for sin has affected creation (19-20) 
 
B. Plan of God - a creation that is free of bondage & decay (21-22) 
 
 

III. Patiently wait for the unseen (23-25) 
A. Promise of complete redemption (23) 
 

Gal 4:4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 
as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, "Abba! Father!" 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir 
through God. ESV 

 
Phil 3:20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 
enables him even to subject all things to himself. ESV 

 
B. Patiently await the unseen to be seen (24-25) 


