Welcome to Concrete and Cranes!
We hope you have a great week! Included are written instructions for the crafts, an
overview of our daily themes, a gospel presentation you can use to talk about Jesus
with your kids, and the material below to help you talk with your kids about what
they’re learning each day.
We will release a new video each day July 20-24 at 9 am. They will be available on
our website, Youtube channel and Facebook page so you can use whichever
platform you prefer.
We’re praying that this week has a great impact in the lives of your kids. We want
them to know and believe that Jesus loves them, so much that he died for them,
rose from the dead and will always love them. We’re praying that kids will make a
decision to trust Jesus as their Savior this week. We’re praying for you as parents
and caregivers that you have fruitful spiritual conversations with your kids.

Day 1 The Foundation of Love
• Have your child try to recite our motto for VBS: Jesus! Our Strong Foundation!
• Work with your child to help them recite the theme verse by the end of the week.
“Philippians 1: 6 I am sure of this, that he who started a good work in you will carry it
on to completion, until the day of Christ Jesus.”
• Ask your child to tell you today’s Bible story in their own words. As you talk with
them, aﬃrm what they understood well and gently correct any serious
misunderstandings. Emphasize how Jesus showed his love to Matthew by
choosing him. Matthew didn’t have to do anything to earn Jesus’ love, Jesus just
chose him.
• Ask your child if there is any way they can earn God’s love. Remind them of
Today’s Main Point: Jesus chooses to love us, we can’t earn it.
• Review the Sharing the Gospel With Kids page. You can use this method to
teach your child the gospel (the good news about Jesus) for the ﬁrst time, or to
reinforce what they already may know.

Day 2 The Foundation of Forgiveness
• Have your child recite our motto for the week: Jesus! Our Strong Foundation!
• Work with your child to help them recite the theme verse by the end of the week.
“Philippians 1: 6 I am sure of this, that he who started a good work in you will carry it
on to completion, until the day of Christ Jesus.” (The Concrete and Cranes Theme
Song has our verse in the Bridge portion of the song. Learning verses to music
may help them memorize it.)
• Ask your child to tell you today’s Bible story in their own words. As you talk with
them, aﬃrm what they understood well and gently correct any serious
misunderstandings. Emphasize how Jesus forgave Paul for all the bad stuﬀ he did
against Jesus, and how God still used Paul to tell people the good news about
Jesus.
• Ask your child if there is any way they could sin that would make God not love
them. Remind them of Today’s Main Point: Jesus loves me regardless of my sin.
It’s not that Jesus doesn’t care about our sin. It’s still bad. It’s that what Jesus
accomplished, by dying on the cross and rising from the dead, means that God
can forgive any sin.
• Review the Sharing the Gospel With Kids page. You can use this method to
teach your child the gospel (the good news about Jesus) for the ﬁrst time, or to
reinforce what they already may know.
Day 3 The Foundation of Worth
• Have your child recite our motto for the week: Jesus! Our Strong Foundation!
• Work with your child to help them recite the theme verse by the end of the week.
“Philippians 1: 6 I am sure of this, that he who started a good work in you will carry it
on to completion, until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Try breaking down the verse into
small pieces, adding bit by bit as you go.)
• Ask your child to tell you today’s Bible story in their own words. As you talk with
them, aﬃrm what they understood well and gently correct any serious
misunderstandings. Emphasize how Jesus prayed in the garden. Even though he
knew he was going to suﬀer greatly by dying on the cross, he chose to follow
through on God’s plan to save us because he loves us.
• Talk with your child about how Jesus chose to die for them because he loves
them. Jesus gives us worth because of what He did for us. Remind them of
Today’s Main Point: Jesus Chose to Die for Me.
• Review the Sharing the Gospel With Kids page. You can use this method to
teach your child the gospel (the good news about Jesus) for the ﬁrst time, or to
reinforce what they already may know.

Day 4 The Foundation of Promise
• Have your child recite our motto for the week: Jesus! Our Strong Foundation!
• Work with your child to help them recite the theme verse by the end of the week.
“Philippians 1: 6 I am sure of this, that he who started a good work in you will carry it
on to completion, until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Try having your child make up
motions for each main thought in the verse.)
• Ask your child to tell you today’s Bible story in their own words. As you talk with
them, aﬃrm what they understood well and gently correct any serious
misunderstandings. Emphasize that Jesus rose from the dead and his promise to
always be with us.
• Ask your child what they think about the fact that Jesus loved them enough to die
for them, for all the bad stuﬀ they’ve done wrong, and that he promises to always
love us. Remind them of Today’s Main Point: Jesus Will Always Love Me.
• Review the Sharing the Gospel With Kids page. You can use this method to
teach your child the gospel (the good news about Jesus) for the ﬁrst time, or to
reinforce what they already may know.

Day 5 The Foundation for Life
• Have your child recite our motto for the week: Jesus! Our Strong Foundation!
• Have your child recite the theme verse: “Philippians 1: 6 I am sure of this, that he
who started a good work in you will carry it on to completion, until the day of Christ
Jesus.”
• Ask your child to tell you today’s Bible story in their own words. As you talk with
them, aﬃrm what they understood well and gently correct any serious
misunderstandings. Emphasize that Jesus is the only foundation worth building
their life on.
• Remind them of Today’s Main Point: Jesus’ Love is the Foundation of the Rest
of My Life .
• Review each day’s main point.
• Review the Sharing the Gospel With Kids page. You can use this method to
teach your child the gospel (the good news about Jesus) for the ﬁrst time, or to
reinforce what they already may know.

VBS Scripture
I am sure of this, that he who
started a good work in you
will carry it on to completion
until the day of Christ Jesus.
Philippians 1:6

VBS Motto

Being confident of this very
thing, that he which hath begun
a good work in you will perform
it until the day of Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1:6 (KJV)

During VBS, kids will discover that Jesus’ love provides
a foundation that will last. When the storms of life come,
they’ll need the One who will be with them to the end of the
age. When anxiety sets in, they’ll need the assurance that
true worth comes from being a child of God, not from what
other people think about them. When they feel unworthy,
they can remember that Jesus loved them enough to die for
them. They’ll learn to be wise builders who continue in what
they’ve learned and firmly believe. And they will discover
that He who began a good work will be faithful to carry it on
to completion. We’re all a work in progress. Life is a hard hat
zone. But just wait ‘til you see what God will do!
Day 1 Foundation of Love—Jesus Chose Matthew
Jesus called Matthew, a tax collector, to follow Him.
Matthew left everything behind and followed Jesus.
Matthew hosted a banquet. Jesus and His disciples came
to the banquet. The Pharisees complained and questioned
why Jesus ate with tax collectors and sinners. Jesus told the
Pharisees that He came not for the righteous but for sinners.
(Matthew 9:9-13)
Day 2 Foundation of Forgiveness—Paul’s Redemption
Paul was chosen by God to bring the good news about
Jesus to the Gentiles. He was arrested and later taken
to King Agrippa to tell his story. Paul told how he used to
persecute believers. But one day, on the road to Damascus,
he saw a bright light and heard a voice speaking to him. The
voice was Jesus. Paul obeyed Jesus’ command and told
people everywhere that Jesus is the Messiah. (Acts 26:1-29)
Day 3 Foundation of Worth—Jesus Prayed in the Garden
On the last night Jesus spent with His disciples, He went to
the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. He asked His disciples
to remain awake and pray while He went further into the
garden. Jesus was distressed because He knew He was
going to die on the cross to save people from their sins.
Jesus returned to the disciples three times and found them
asleep each time. The last time He told the disciples to get
up and follow Him. Jesus knew the time had come to follow
through with God’s plan. (Matthew 26:36-46)

Day 4 Foundation of Promise—Jesus’ Resurrection
and Promise
On the Sunday after Jesus’ death, Mary Magdalene and
Mary the mother of James went to the tomb. When they
arrived, they saw that the stone had been rolled away and
an angel was sitting on it. The angel told the women that
Jesus had risen. He instructed them to go tell the disciples
to meet Jesus in Galilee. Later the disciples traveled to
Galilee, where they saw Jesus. The disciples received
instructions from Jesus and the promise that He would be
with them always! (Matthew 28:1-10,16-20)
Day 5 Foundation for Life—Wise and Foolish Builders
Jesus told a parable about two builders. He said that
everyone who heard His words and acted on them would
be like the wise man who built his house on the rock. The
house had a strong foundation and would stand against
the wind and the rain. However, those who did not listen
would be like the foolish builder who built his house on the
sand. Once the wind and rains came, the house collapsed.
If people listen and obey Jesus, they will have a strong
foundation for whatever happens in their lives. (Matthew
7:24-29)

LOBL—Jesus was sent to be my Savior. (The Levels
of Biblical Learning® are a tool that reflects levels of
understanding at each age that follow how God
designed children to learn. For more information visit
www.lifeway.com/lobl.)
Christ Connection—The foundation of the gospel is faith.
Jesus lived a perfect life and died the death we deserve. By
grace, God saves everyone who trusts in Jesus as Savior
and Lord.
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CONNECT
Remind preschoolers that they learned about how Jesus chose
Matthew. Show the puppet you made. Point to the heart shape
on the puppet. Remind them that Jesus loved Matthew, and
Jesus chooses to love them.

CREATE

Construct
a Puppet

1.

Use the supplies to
color and decorate
the “Construction
Worker Uniform.”

2.

Prompt each child
to name his puppet.
Write the selected name on the paper name badge.

3.

Lay the paper sack flat with the bottom of the folded bag
on top.

GATHER SUPPLIES
! Paper lunch sacks
! Markers, colored pencils, or crayons
! “Worker Uniform Template” (p. 33)
! Paper
! Scissors
! Glue sticks

ADVANCE PREPARATION
• Copy the “Construction Worker
Uniform Template” (1 set per child)
• Cut out a hat and vest with tool belt
for each child.

4. Glue the hat and vest with
tool belt to the sack.

5. Use markers to draw a face
on the puppet.

• Make a sample.

TIPS:
• For younger preschoolers, glue
the clothing on the puppet prior
to the session.
• Allow preschoolers time to play with
their puppets.
• This was a favorite with kids!
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Worker Uniform Template
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Washer Bracelet
GATHER
❑ Everyday supplies

ADVANCE
PREPARATION

❑ 16-inch strands of cord in various
colors (4 per child)

❑ Cut the cording into 16-inch
strands.

❑ ⅞-inch flat, metal washers
(1 per child)

❑ Make a sample Bracelet.

❑ Pony beads (1 per child)
❑ Extra-fine-tip permanent markers

DAY 1

❑ VBS 2020 Kids Memory Marker,
optional

CRAFT CONNECTION
Welcome the kids to Bulldozer Crafts. Ask them to recall the point for the
day—Jesus chooses to love me. I can’t earn it. Show the kids the bracelet
you made and tell them they will make a bracelet that will help them
remember that Jesus loves them.
Steps 1 and 2

ASSEMBLE
Step 1: Choose two colors of cord. Fold them in half. Insert the loop into the washer, pull the
ends over the washer and through the loop. Pull to tighten.
Step 3
Step 2: Repeat Step 1 with the other two cords.
Step 3: Thread the four ends of one set of cord through a bead.
Steps 4 and 5

Step 4: Repeat Step 3 with the other set of cords going
through the same bead in the opposite direction.
Step 5: Tie a knot in each set of cords. Trim the ends.
Step 6: Write the word LOVE on the washer with the fine-tip marker. If your kids are
using the VBS 2020 Memory Maker, provide an extra washer for them to add to
their Memory Maker Carabiners.

LEADER TIPS
• Rub any mistakes with the marker off with alcohol and start again.
• Allow kids to make an extra bracelet to share with a friend if time allows.

KIDS SAID …

Cool! This bracelet
is knotty!
CRAFTS ROTATION LEADER GUIDE
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Building Blocks

PF

STEPS
• Spray the pans well with cooking spray.
• Melt 5 tablespoons of butter in the microwave.

SUPPLIES
• 5 cups crisp rice cereal
• 5 cups crisp cocoa rice cereal
• 11 cups marshmallows
• 10 tablespoons of butter
• 2 teaspoons vanilla.
• Cooking spray
KITCHEN TOOLS
• 9 x 13 pans (2)
• Large, microwaveable bowl
• Spatula

• Add 5½ cups of marshmallows and 1 teaspoon of
vanilla and heat the mixture in 30 second intervals until
marshmallows are melted.
• Add 5 cups of crisp rice cereal to the mixture and stir well.
• Pour mixture in one pan. Spray cooking spray on the
spatula and use it to press the mixture into the pan.
• Repeat steps 1–5 for the crisp cocoa rice cereal in the
second pan.
• Allow both sets of pans to set, then cut treats into squares.
TIPS
• If the treats seem too sticky, add more cereal.
Serving Size: One serving is three small squares. This recipe
should make around 12–15 servings.
VBS 2020 SNACK ROTATION RECIPE CARDS

RECIPE 2

Paintbrushes

PF

STEPS
• Unwrap Rice Krispies Treats and push a craft stick into the
treat on one of the short ends. Prepare all the treats in the
same manner.

SUPPLIES
• Rice Krispies Treats® (homemade or
store bought)
• Candy melts (in different, bright colors)
• Craft or popsicle sticks
• Parchment paper
Serving Size: 1 treat is a serving. The
amount of servings depends on the
packaging of the treats and the candy
melts. You need about 5–6 candy melt
wafers per Rice Krispies Treat.

• Heat the candy melts according to the directions on the
package. Use a craft stick to paint the candy melt mixture
on the end of each Rice Krispies Treat, covering all sides
to resemble paint on a paintbrush. Cover about ⅓ of the
treat the furthest away from the craft stick.
• Place each treat on the parchment paper to dry.
TIPS
Purchased Rice Krispies Treats come
in several different sizes. If you purchase
a large size, cut the treats in half to make
this snack.

RECIPE 19

Construction Barrel Pops

VBS 2020 SNACK ROTATION RECIPE CARDS

SUPPLIES
• Large marshmallows
• Orange candy melts
• Lollipop sticks
• Parchment or waxed paper
Serving Size: Two construction barrel
pops are one serving. Servings per
recipe vary according to the size of the
bag of marshmallows. Each pop uses
about 3–4 melted wafers to cover each
end of the marshmallow.

Construction
Barrel Pops

GF

STEPS
• Cover a working area with waxed parchment paper for
marshmallows to dry after dipping.
• Melt candy melts according to the directions on the package.
• Hold each marshmallow in the middle, dipping either end in
the candy melt mixture.
• Place each marshmallow on the waxed paper, with one flat
end facing down.
• Allow each marshmallow to set.
• Place a lollipop stick in each marshmallow to serve.
TIPS
• Lollipop sticks are located on the baking aisle at your grocery
store. They may also be found in the wedding and party
section.
• A coffee mug works well for dipping your marshmallows.
• Orange-colored candy melts aren’t readily available in some
stores. Plan ahead and order online, or get creative and mix
together yellow and red candy melts to make the orange color.

RECIPE 4

Construction Cones

PF

STEPS
• Spray a small amount of cheese on the square cracker.
• Gently attach the Bugle to the cracker, using the cheese
as the glue to keep the two crackers connected.

SUPPLIES
• Bugles®
• Cheez-its®
• Spray cheese
Serving Size: Each child should be
served 4–5 construction cones.

For a slightly healthier version of Construction Cones
• Substitute Peanut or other Nut Butter for Spray Cheese.
• Substitute Baby Carrots for Bugles.
• Use cracker of your choice.

Marshmallow Buildings
• Marshmallows
• Pretzel Sticks
Use Marshmallows to connect pretzel sticks
Construct according to your imagination

VOTED FA VORITE
OF THE DAY

Glow-in-the-Dark Slime
GATHER
❑ Everyday supplies

ADVANCE
PREPARATION

❑ Small, round plastic containers with lids
(1 per child)

❑ Set up stations for
groups of four children.

❑ Glow-in-the-dark glue (5 ounces for every
4 children)

❑ Make a sample batch
of slime.

❑ Water (5 ounces for every 4 children)
❑ Contact solution (1 Tbsp. for every 4 children)
❑ Baking soda (½ Tbsp. for every 4 children)
❑ Measuring spoons (1 and ½ Tbsp. for every
4 children)
❑ Plastic mixing bowls (1 for every 4 children)
❑ Plastic mixing spoons (1 for every 4 children)

DAY 2

CRAFT CONNECTION
Welcome the kids to Bulldozer Crafts. Ask the children to recall Paul’s experience on the road. Remind them of the bright
light that shone from heaven when Paul was traveling. Say: “Today we will make slime that will glow in the dark to remind us
of the light that Jesus brings to our lives when we trust Him and choose to obey Him.”

ASSEMBLE

Step 2

Step 1: Place kids in groups of four at each station.
Step 3

Step 2: Pour the glue and water into the bowl and mix.
Step 3: Add the baking soda and mix thoroughly.
Step 4: Add the contact solution. Mix until mixture gets
harder to mix and slime begins to form.

Step 4

Step 5: Divide the mixture into four equal portions (one per child)
and begin kneading. If it’s too sticky, add more water.
Step 6: Place the slime in the container for storage.

LEADER TIPS
• Send home an allergy alert the day before to assure that you do not
have children with allergies to any of the supplies needed.
• Print the Point or the Bonus Verse for the day on the container lids or
decorate them to resemble manhole covers.

KIDS SAID …

I love it!
It was so fun!
CRAFTS ROTATION LEADER GUIDE
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Sharing the Gospel
With Kids
The word gospel means “good news.” It is the message about
Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the following
guide to share the gospel with kids.
GOD RULES. The Bible tells
us God created everything,
including you and me, and He
is in charge of everything.
(Genesis 1:1; Revelation 4:11;
Colossians 1:16-17)
WE SINNED. Since the time of
Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God.
(Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this
sin. Because God is holy, God cannot
be around sin. Sin separates us from
God and deserves God’s punishment
of death. (Romans 6:23)

GOD PROVIDED. God sent His
Son Jesus, the perfect solution to
our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s
something we, as sinners, could
never earn on our own. Jesus alone
saves us. (John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9)
JESUS GIVES. Jesus lived a perfect
life, died on the cross for our sins, and
rose again. Because Jesus gave up
His life for us, we can be welcomed
into God’s family for eternity. This is
the best gift ever! (Romans 5:8;
2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 3:18)

WE RESPOND. We can respond to Jesus. The ABCs of Becoming a Christian is a simple tool that helps us remember how
to respond when prompted by the Holy Spirit to receive the gift Jesus offers.
ADMIT to God that you are a
sinner. The first people God
created chose to sin and disobey
God. Ever since then, all people
have chosen to sin and disobey.
(Romans 3:23).
Tell God you messed up and you are
sorry for doing your own thing, and
turning away from Him through your
thoughts, words, and actions.
Repent, turn away from your sin.
(Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9) Repent doesn’t
just mean turning from doing bad
things to doing good things. It means
turning from sin and even from your
own good works, and turning to Jesus,
trusting only in Him to save you.

BELIEVE that Jesus is God’s
Son and receive God’s gift of
forgiveness from sin. You must
believe that only Jesus can save
you, and you cannot save yourself
from your sin problem—not even
by praying to God, going to
church, or reading your Bible. Your
faith or your trust is only in Jesus
and what He did for you through
His life, death, and resurrection.
(Acts 16:31; Acts 4:12; John 14:6;
Ephesians 2:8-9)

CONFESS your faith in Jesus
Christ as Savior and Lord. Tell God
and tell others what you believe.
If Jesus is your Savior, you are
trusting only in Him to save you.
Jesus is also Lord, which means
He is in charge. You can start
following Him and doing what He
says in the Bible. You are born
again into a new life and look
forward to being with God forever.
(Romans 10:9-10,13)

If you sense that children are under conviction from the Holy Spirit
and would like to respond to the good news, spend some time
counseling and praying with them individually. If you sense that
a child is not ready to pray and respond in faith and repentance,
continue to prayerfully teach him about Christ during the week.
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