
Jesus Forgives Sin 
Matthew 9:1-8 

 
I. Act of mercy and grace by Jesus 

A. Actions demonstrate faith (1-2a) 
 

Mark 2:3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4 And when they 
could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when 
they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. ESV 
 

B. Addressing sin is more important than healing (2b) 
 

John 9:1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, 
"Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3 Jesus answered, "It 
was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in 
him. ESV 
 
II. Authenticity of Jesus’ message 

A. Assumptions about Jesus lead to the wrong conclusion (3-5) 
 

Heb 1:1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the 
heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of 
God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his 
power. ESV 

 
Isa 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon 
him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed. ESV 
 

B. Authority belongs to the Son of Man to forgive sins (6-8) 
 

Dan 7:13 I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like 
a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 And to 
him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. ESV 
 


