
Two Kinds of Doubt 
Matthew 11:1-19 

 
I. Reliant faith is strengthened by seasons of doubt  

A. Reasons we fall into doubt (1-3) 
 

Matt 9:14 Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, "Why do we and the Pharisees 
fast, but your disciples do not fast?" ESV 

 
Matt 3:16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, 
the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased." ESV 
 
John 1:33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He 
on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 
34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God." ESV 

 
B. Real evidence overcomes doubt (4-6) 

 
Isa 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
Lord. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. ESV 

 
C. Righteous people can and probably will face doubt (7-11) 

 
Mal 3:1 "Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. ESV 
 
John 3:28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ, but I have been 
sent before him. ESV 

 
Heb 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen 
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and 
exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a 
homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would 
have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly 
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a 
city. ESV 

 
II. Rebellious doubt hardens the heart  



A. Refuse to look at the facts – their mind is made up (12-15) 
 

Matt 9:36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. ESV 

 
Mal 4:5 "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the 
Lord comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children 
to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction." ESV 

 
B. Rules are designed to get the outcome they want (16-17) 
 
C. Rely on inconsistent arguments to refute the truth (18-19) 

 
James 3:17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, 
full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown 
in peace by those who make peace. ESV 


