
The Cost of Following Christ 
Matthew 10:24-33 

 
I. Endure persecution as a Christ follower 

A. Expect to get what our master received from people (24-25a) 
 
B. Example Christ set must be followed (25b) 
 

II. Encouragement to not fear persecution 
A. Everything God wants revealed will be – DON’T BE AFRAID (26-27) 

 
Rom 16:25  Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has 
now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, 
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only 
wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. ESV 

 
B. Eternal things outlast momentary trials – DON’T BE AFRAID (28) 

 
Rev 20:12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. 
Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was 
written in the books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in 
it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, 
according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is 
the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, 
he was thrown into the lake of fire. ESV 

 
Rev 21:3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 
God.  4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there 
be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away." ESV 

 
C. Even hairs of our head are numbered – DON’T BE AFRAID (29-31) 

 
Heb 13:5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, 
"I will never leave you nor forsake you." 6 So we can confidently say, "The Lord is my helper; I will not 
fear; what can man do to me?" ESV 
 
III. Either we confess Christ or deny Him 

A. Everyone confessing Him will be confessed before the Father (32) 
 
B. Everyone who denies Him will be denied before the Father (33) 



 
2 Tim 2:11 The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 
12  if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; 13  if we are 
faithless, he remains faithful — for he cannot deny himself. ESV 
 
1 Cor 3:11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, straw— 13  each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it 
will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the 
work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's 
work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 
ESV 


