
LIFE POINT
People can 

 love others as 
Jesus did.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“Zacchaeus was a wee little man, a wee little man was he. He climbed up in a 
sycamore tree, for the Lord he wanted to see.” As a child you may have sung 
this song. The impression this song may give is innocence, but Zacchaeus 
was not exactly innocent. 

Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector. Tax collectors were notorious for 
financially cheating people. In fact, overtaxing was standard practice. Tax 
collectors not only collected taxes—which was distasteful to Jews because 
taxes went to occupying powers—but tax collectors decided what overage 
they would add for themselves. Rome, who contracted tax collectors, 
apparently placed little restriction on how much each collector could profit. 

Considering Zacchaeus’ occupation, he was not well-liked in his community, 
but Jesus loved him. Jesus called him by name! Jesus even wanted to spend 
time with him! This was not acceptable for the people present, especially if 
any religious leaders were among the crowd. They began to complain that 
Zacchaeus was too sinful and not worthy of such attention. 

Immediately, Zacchaeus addressed the issue. Zacchaeus’ confession in 
Luke 19:8 indicates he might have been guilty of following the standard 
practice of tax collectors. After his encounter with Jesus, Zacchaeus showed 
he wanted to follow Jesus. Zacchaeus’ heart change was phenomenal! 

Jesus can change anyone! Recall your life before salvation. How can you 
share your experience and show God’s love so that others want to know 
more about God and His Son, Jesus?

Children can show God’s love, too. Help kids think of ways they can show 
people that God loves them.

JESUS LOVED ZACCHAEUS

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus taught how  
God wants us to treat  
other people.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Luke 19:1-10

WEEKLY VERSE
Love one another as I have 
loved you. John 13:34

UNIT VERSE
Jesus said, “You should do 
as I have done for you.” 
John 13:15

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
October 18

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.34     U n i t  2 ,  S e s s i o n  3
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 › Pack Items 2, 5, 
17, 18: “Unit 2 
Banner,” “John 13:15,”  
“Unit 2 Weekly Verses” 
(John 13:34), “Unit 2 Life 
Point Posters” (Session 3)

 › Teaching Picture 7

 › Music 

 › Video

 › Index cards, markers, 
paper plates on which 
you have drawn a happy 
face on one side  
(1 per child)

 › Post the Session 3 
Weekly Verse and Life 
Point on the wall.

 › See Printables for group-
time bonus ideas. 

JESUS LOVED ZACCHAEUS
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Find a friend. Ask kids to name something they like to do such as play 
soccer, draw pictures, dance, or play an instrument. Guide kids to find 
one friend with the same hobby and walk to the group-time together. 
 ʹ Introduce the Bible story. Give each child a paper plate. Explain that 
today’s Bible story is about a short man named Zacchaeus. Instruct the 
kids to listen carefully and hold up their happy faces when they hear the 
word happy.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Open your Bible to Luke 19:1-10. Tell the Bible story 
in your own words as you hold the Bible open on your lap. Include the 
word happy in the story.

JESUS LOVED ZACCHAEUS
—Based on Luke 19:1-10

The people of Jericho were happy because Jesus was coming to town. 
A big crowd gathered to see Him.

One person named Zacchaeus was too short to see over the crowd. 
He didn’t think he was going to be able to see Jesus.

Then Zacchaeus had an idea! He climbed up into a tall sycamore 
tree. He felt happy because now he could see Jesus.

Jesus came into the town and saw Zacchaeus in the tree. Zacchaeus 
had never met Jesus, but Jesus knew his name. Zacchaeus was happy 
that Jesus knew him!

Jesus said, “Zacchaeus, come down from that tree. I am going to 
your house today.”

Zacchaeus was happy that Jesus was going to his house, but the 
people of Jericho were mad. Zacchaeus was a rich man who had 
probably taken people’s money. They didn’t like Zacchaeus.

After Zacchaeus met Jesus, he wanted to do the right thing. 
Zacchaeus said, “Lord, I will give half of my possessions to the poor. 
And if I’ve cheated anyone, I’ll give them back four times as much.”

What a happy day for Zacchaeus! He knew that Jesus loved him.  

 ʹ Recall the Bible story. Hold up the happy face and ask what happened 
to make Jesus, Zacchaeus, and the people happy. Show the Teaching 
Picture as you discuss the story with the kids. 
 ʹ Introduce the Life Point. Read the Life Point. Explain that we need to 
show love to all people, including those who are hard to love.
 ʹ Learn the Weekly Verse. Open your Bible to John 13:34. Read the verse. 
 ʹ Sing and pray. Sing “Just Like Jesus.” Jesus taught how God wants us to 
treat other people. Pray, asking God to help us treat others as Jesus did. 
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “Jesus Loved Zacchaeus” video.

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Skin-toned tempera 
paint of all skin colors, 
large sheet of paper 
with the Weekly Verse 
printed on it, marker, 
paintbrushes, painting 
smocks, hand mirrors

 › Teaching Tip:  You can 
make varied shades of 
skin tones by mixing 
different amounts of 
white, black, red and 
yellow paint.

 › Pack Item 17: “Unit 
2 Weekly Verses” 
(John 13:34) 

 › Bible, small slips of 
paper, markers, small 
gift bag

 › Pack Item 7: “Word 
Cards” (forgive, kindness, 
follow, obey)

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Bible, paper, pencils, 
crayons or markers, 
magnet board, magnetic 
letters

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Washed celery stalks 
with leaves intact, 
plastic knives, paper 
plates, cream cheese

PAINT PEOPLE PICTURES
Set out the mirrors and art supplies.  

 ʹ  Invite the kindergartners to look at themselves in the mirrors. Lead a 
conversation about different skin tones, eye color, and hair color that 
they see in the room. 
 ʹ Read the Weekly Verse. Remind kids that Jesus taught how God wants 
us to treat other people. People can love others as Jesus did. 
 ʹ Help the kindergartners put on painting smocks. Suggest they use the 
skin-toned paint to paint pictures of themselves and pictures of people 
they can show love to this week. (art)

SHOWING LOVE CHARADES
Display the Weekly Verse poster. Place a small slip of paper in the Bible to 
mark John 13:34.  

 ʹ Open the Bible to the marked Weekly Verse. Read the verse. Remind 
the kids that Jesus taught how God wants us to treat other people. 
 ʹ Lead the kids to name some ways to show love to others. Suggestions 
may include: give a hug, smile at someone, share a toy, invite someone 
to church, help a friend, and so forth.  
 ʹ Ask a teacher to write the ideas suggested on small slips of paper and 
put in the gift bag. 
 ʹ Ask for a volunteer. The child will take a slip of paper out of the bag 
and act out the action listed. The other kids will try to guess the action. 
Give each child a turn. As time allows, add more actions to the bag and 
continue play. 
 ʹ Remind the kids that people can love others as Jesus did. (game)

FOLLOW JESUS 
Print the word kindness on the paper.

 ʹ Invite the kids to complete the Kids Activity Page. 
 ʹ Open your Bible to Luke 19:1-10. Talk about the Bible story. 
 ʹ Suggest that the kids use the magnetic letters to copy the word 
kindness. Talk with the kids about what that word means and how it 
relates to the Life Point: People can love others as Jesus did.
 ʹ Continue the activity using other words from the word cards. (writing)

MAKE A ZACCHAEUS TREE SNACK
Post the allergy alert sign to indicate celery and cream cheese will be tasted. 

 ʹ Guide the kids to spread the cream cheese on celery stalks. 
 ʹ As the kids eat, mention that the celery stalks remind you of the tree 
Zacchaeus climbed. Remind the kids that Jesus loved Zacchaeus. 
 ʹ Remind the kids that people can love others as Jesus did. (nature) 
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LIFE POINT People can love others as Jesus did.

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions: Norway 
Photos”

 › Bible times dress-up 
clothes, pillows and rugs, 
baskets of play food 

 › Teaching Tip: Make 
Bible times dress-up 
clothes by folding 
lengths of fabric in half 
and cutting a horizontal 
slit on the fold, big 
enough for the head to 
go through. Add scarves 
for head coverings 
and strips of fabric to 
hold clothes and head 
coverings in place.

 › Pack Item: 21 “Bible 
Story Stand-up Figures”

 › Blocks, tape, scissors, 
self-adhesive plastic

 › Teaching Picture 7

 › Construction paper, 
markers, crayons

 › Printables: “Jesus  
Loved Zacchaeus” 
Coloring Page

 › Crayons or markers

 › Music

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

 › Music

EAT DINNER AT ZACCHAEUS’ HOME 
Place pillows and rugs on the floor. Place baskets of play food on the rugs. 
Display the missions pictures on the wall.

 ʹ Tell the kids that missionaries show love to people, just as Jesus showed 
love to Zacchaeus. Explain that the Dove family shows love to the 
people in Norway and tells others about Jesus. 
 ʹ Suggest that the kids wear the Bible times clothes, sit on the rug or 
pillows, and eat a pretend meal together. Discuss that Zacchaeus and 
Jesus might have eaten a meal together just as they are pretending to 
do. (dramatic play)

BUILD THE TOWN OF JERICHO
Cut out and cover the figures in self-adhesive plastic for durability. Tape the 
figures to the blocks.

 ʹ Guide the kids to build the town of Jericho using the blocks. 
 ʹ Invite the kids to act out the Bible story using Jesus, Zacchaeus, and  the 
crowd figures.  
 ʹ As the children play, remind the children that Jesus loved Zacchaeus, 
even though Zacchaeus was not well-liked by other people.
 ʹ Remind kids that people can love others as Jesus did. (blocks)

SHOWING LOVE PICTURES
 ʹ Show the Teaching Picture. Review the Bible story with the kids. 
 ʹ Invite the kindergartners to use the art supplies to draw a picture to give 
to a friend. Encourage kids to write a message on the picture such as 
Jesus loves you. 
 ʹ Encourage kindergartners to give their pictures to someone this week 
as a way to show love to him. Remind the kids that people can love 
others as Jesus did. 
 ʹ Guide the kids to pray for those who will receive their pictures. (art)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print a copy of the coloring sheet for each child.

 ʹ Lead kids to color the page. 
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story as children work.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Play “Just Like Jesus.” Assign cleanup partners and give each pair a task 
to complete as the music plays. 
 ʹ Thank the children for working together to clean up the room.  
 ʹ Say the Life Point together.
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