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INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Too many grown-ups treat children as if they are invisible. Perhaps a child has 
a purchase to make with his own money, but the clerk notices and serves first 
the grown-ups who come in behind the child. Maybe a child tells about an 
experience, but adults laugh rather than take her seriously. 

In Mark 10:13-16 Jesus’ disciples “rebuked” the children, which other Bible 
translations clarify as “scolded,” (CEB), “shooed them away, telling them 
not to bother him” (TLB), “told them to stop” (NCV), “reprimanded them and 
discouraged them [from coming]” (AMP). Some translations clarify “them” 
as the grown-ups who brought the children, not the children themselves: 
“scolded the parents for bothering [Jesus]” (NLT) and “told the people to stop 
bringing their children to him” (ERV). 

Jesus was not pleased with the disciples and let them know it. His words 
indicated that no one should ever stop children from coming to Him. Children 
were valuable and important to Jesus, just as people of every age are 
valuable and important to God. Jesus saw children, cherished them, and 
urged other adults to bring children to Him. Jesus touched the children and 
declared that the kingdom of God belonged to people such as these children. 

When we treat children as God does—with deep interest and a selfless 
guidance to be who He created them to be—we encourage children to trust 
and obey God. Think about the ways you are tempted to dismiss or overlook 
a child. How can you make a more conscious effort to respect children as 
valued people?

Children need to feel valued and important. What actions can kids take to 
make people of all ages feel loved and valued like Jesus commands?

JESUS BLESSED THE CHILDREN

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Each person is unique and 
of value to God. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Mark 10:13-16 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
October 25

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
God can help us 

value each person  
as Jesus did.

UNIT VERSE
I have given you an 
example, that you also 
should do just as I have 
done for you.  
John 13:15 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
I have given you an 
example, that you also 
should do just as I have 
done for you.  
John 13:15 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 23: “Letter 
Cards” 

 › Printables: “Books of the 
Bible Chart” 

Teaching Tip: As 
needed, allow kids to 
refer to the “Books of 
the Bible Chart” or the 
table of contents in 
their Bibles.

 › blindfold

 › Option: “Jesus Blessed 
the Children” coloring 
page (Printables)

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions: Norway”–
Print the missions 
story and the “Norway 
Photos.”

 › marker board and 
marker–Print Jesus 
elsker deg.

 › Note: For assistance in 
saying “Jesus elsker deg,” 
play the “Dove Boys 
Share Norway” video 
and fast-forward to the 
final 30 seconds.
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 ʹ Explain that the names of the books of the Bible tell us about the books. 
For example, the Book of Revelation reveals what happens in the future. 
Sometimes a book is named for a city or person. 
 ʹ Show a “Letter Card” and direct the kids to find a New Testament book 
named for someone whose name begins with that letter. This might be 
difficult at first but should get easier.
 ʹ Challenge kids to find the book in their Bibles. (Answers: M–Matthew, 
Mark; L–Luke; J–John, James, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, Jude; T–1 Timothy, 
2 Timothy, Titus; P–Philemon, 1 Peter, 2 Peter)
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 ʹ Invite the group to play a guessing game to identify the kids in the room. 
 ʹ Designate one person to be It and guide her to wear a blindfold. 
 ʹ Point to another child, who will quietly stand behind It. That person will 
say: “Hello, my friend.” It will try to name the person. If correct, It will take 
a seat and the other child will become the new It.
 ʹ Explain that “Hello, my friend” can be said in a regular voice or with a 
disguised voice.
 ʹ Comment that every person is different, but all of us are important to 
God. Encourage kids to listen to today’s Bible story to learn who is 
important to Jesus. 
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LIVE IT OUT
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STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Teach kids to say the phrase: “Jesus elsker deg” (Jesus ehelsker deyg, 
Jesus loves you). 
 ʹ Display the “Norway Photos.” 
 ʹ Enlist volunteers to read the captions.
 ʹ Comment that the Dove family chose to live in Norway so they could 
build relationships with people and tell them about Jesus.
 ʹ Form small groups of kids, give each group a photo, and lead groups to 
pray for the Dove family and the work they are doing in Norway.
 ʹ Encourage kids to give money to missions offerings at church so more 
families can become missionaries and go all over the world, telling 
people that “Jesus elsker deg!”
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 › Pack Items 12, 13: “Unit 
2 Banner,” “Unit 2 Verse”

 › Teaching Pictures 5–8

 › Music 

 › Videos

 › marker

 › 10 index cards–Write 1 
statement per card: 

 •You like to play soccer.
 •You have brown eyes.
 •You have brothers 
or sisters.
 •You like to read.
 •You play a musical 
instrument.
 •Apples are your 
favorite fruit. 
 •You like to take your 
lunch to school. 
 •You like to play 
video games.
 •You like to play 
basketball.
 •You do chores at home. 
Option: “About You 
Cards” (Printables) 

1. BIBLE STORY
 ʹ Sing “Your Promises.”
 ʹ Say: “Raise your hand if you have a younger brother or sister. 
Do you remember when the baby first came home? How excited 
was everyone?”
 ʹ Show the Teaching Picture and mention that all people are important. 
In today’s Bible story, the kids will hear how important children are 
to Jesus.
 ʹ Open the Bible to Mark 10 and tell the story.

BIBLE STORY: JESUS BLESSED THE CHILDREN
One day when Jesus was teaching, some people brought young 
children to see Him. The people wanted Jesus to touch their children 
and bless them. Jesus’ disciples scolded the people and tried to send 
them away. 

When Jesus saw His disciples sending the children away, He was 
angry. He told the disciples, “Let the children come to Me. Don’t stop 
them because God’s kingdom belongs to ones like these. Whoever 
does not welcome God’s kingdom like a little child will never 
enter it!”

Then Jesus took the children in His arms and blessed them. 
— B A S E D  O N  M A R K  1 0 : 1 3 - 1 6

2. REVIEW
 ʹ Form two teams, trying to balance the number of older and younger kids 
on each team.
 ʹ Ask a Review Question to a player from Team 1 and award points for 
correct answers. To determine the number of points, multiply the 
player’s age by 10. 
 ʹ Alternate between teams, asking each player a question and 
awarding points.
 ʹ To give every person an opportunity to score points for his team, show 
the Teaching Pictures from the previous sessions of the unit and ask the 
Review Questions.
 ʹ Total the points and declare a winner.
 ʹ Option: Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.
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LIFE POINT God can help us value each person as Jesus did.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › Whom did people 
bring to see Jesus? 
(young children) 

 › What did the parents 
want? (They wanted 
Jesus to touch the 
children and bless them.) 

 › What did the disciples 
do when they saw 
the people with the 
children? (The disciples 
scolded them and tried to 
send them away.) 

 › How did Jesus feel about 
the disciples sending 
away the children? (He 
was angry.) 

 › To whom did Jesus 
say God’s kingdom 
belonged? (little ones like 
the children) 

 › What did Jesus do with 
the children? (took 
them in His arms and 
blessed them) 

3. UNIT VERSE
 ʹ Lead kids to say the “Unit 2 Verse” together.
 ʹ Show an “About You Card” and direct the kids who fit that trait to stand 
and repeat the verse together. If someone is alone and uncomfortable, 
allow him to invite two friends to stand with him.
 ʹ Continue regrouping and repeating the verse. If you wish to add more 
characteristics, include: have brown hair, have no brothers and sisters, 
can do a cartwheel, are older than 8, like to swim.

4. LIFE ACTION
 ʹ Form small groups of three to four kids. 
 ʹ Challenge each group to identify one person or group of people Jesus 
loves that begins with the initials of kids’ first names. (For example, 
Sadie, Madison, Rachel—soldiers, musicians, rodeo riders) If desired, 
repeat with the initials of kids’ last names.
 ʹ Form new small groups. 
 ʹ Challenge kids to identify ways they can respect and value others that 
begin with the initials of their first or last names. (Ariana, Caleb, Ian: ask 
friendly questions, call people by name, include them in your activities)
 ʹ Remind kids that Jesus came to earth and died on the cross to take the 
punishment for the sins of people. 
 ʹ Because Jesus values people, kids should value people as well. Kids 
can show how much they value others by telling them about the greatest 
gift of all—the gift of salvation and eternal life Jesus offers to anyone 
who trusts in Him as Savior and Lord. 
 ʹ Pray and thank God for loving people and providing a way for them 
to have a personal relationship with Him. Ask God to help kids value 
people as He does.
 ʹ Option: Show the “Mooseberry Life Application” video.
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CHOICE 1
FIRST-PERSON STORIES
 ʹ Lead kids to briefly review the Bible story. 
 ʹ Distribute Kids Activity Pages and call attention to the “Tell a Story” 
activity.
 ʹ Invite kids to pretend they were some of the children who came to see 
Jesus that day. 
 ʹ Help kids brainstorm what they might see or hear and then write or draw 
images about it. Kids may choose to write or draw on their Kids Activity 
Pages or on blank paper. 
 ʹ When kids finish, invite volunteers to share their stories using “I” 
and “we” instead of “they.” Caution the kids to guard against fantasy 
elements and include only what actually could have happened.
 ʹ Praise everyone’s efforts. Suggest kids write their stories down before 
they forget them or tell them to family members when they get home.
 ʹ Make sure the kids understand that the true story is in the Bible 
and what they wrote is just pretending what might have happened. 
Encourage the kids to read the story in Mark 10:13-16.
 ʹ Comment that God can help us value each person as Jesus did.

CHOICE 2
PEOPLE HUNT GAME
 ʹ Guide kids to play a game of “People Hunt,” similar to “Go Fish.”
 ʹ Give each player four “People Cards.” Turn the remaining cards 
facedown in the middle of the table.
 ʹ Lead players to look at their cards. If a player has two matching cards, he 
will lay them on the table and replace them with two from the stack. If he 
has three matching cards, he will match two of the cards and keep the 
other card in his hand. 
 ʹ The first player will call the name of another player and show the player 
one of his cards. If the second player does not have a match, the first 
player’s turn is over. If the second player has the same card, she must 
give the card to him.
 ʹ The first player will tell why the person pictured on the card is important 
to God and lay the two matching cards next to him on the table. Then 
play will pass to the person on the left.
 ʹ Continue play around the table until only one person is left holding 
cards. Count the number of matches each player has and declare the 
player with the most matches as the winner. 
 ʹ Remind the group that each person has value to God. Kids should value 
all people, even those who are different than them! 

CHOICE 1 
 › Kids Activity Pages

 › pencils

 › colored pencils or 
fine-point markers

 › paper

CHOICE 2 
 › Pack Item 21: “People 
Cards”–Remove the 
“Wild” cards.

58     U n i t  2 ,  S e s s i o n  4
© 2020 LifeWay



CHOICE 3
BOWLING REVIEW
 ʹ Invite a player to be the first bowler, and stand behind the taped line.
 ʹ Guide her to look at the Teaching Pictures and choose one of the 
Bible stories. 
 ʹ Ask the player a Review Question from that Bible story. Remember that 
kids may have forgotten details of the Bible stories or may not have 
heard the previous stories. The goal is for the player to succeed. If she 
does not know the answer, allow her to enlist a friend’s help. If no one 
knows the answer, lead the kids to find the story in their Bibles. (The 
references are on the Teaching Pictures.)
 ʹ Direct the player to roll the ball at the bottles. If she misses, let her adjust 
where she stands (possibly moving closer to the bottles) and try again.
 ʹ Total the points on the bottles the player knocks down and encourage 
the player to remember her score.
 ʹ As time allows, give each player several turns to play. 
 ʹ Announce a winner at the end of the game. 
 ʹ Praise the kids for following Jesus’ example by helping one another and 
showing kindness as they play. 

WRAP UP
 ʹ Point to the “Unit 2 Banner” and remind kids that God wants them to 
follow Jesus’ example. Kids can resist temptation, pray for God’s will to 
be done, show love to all people, and value each person they meet. 
 ʹ As individual kids leave, quietly tell them something you value and 
appreciate about them.
 ʹ Give kids One Conversation™ pages.

CHOICE 3 
 › Teaching Pictures 5-8–
Post the pictures on a 
wall near the players. 

 › marker

 › 4 water bottles–Label 
the bottles 1–4. Line up 
the bottles on the floor.

 › ball

 › masking tape–Tape a 
line on the floor a few 
feet from the water 
bottles. 

WRAP UP
 › Pack Item 12: “Unit 2 
Banner”

LIFE POINT God can help us value each person as Jesus did.
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