Cornerstone Connection
V O L U M E

UPCOMING
EVENTS
• Nov1 Ladies Luncheon at
Hickory Gardens
• Nov 4 AM Communion
• Nov 4 Operation
Christmas Child Boxes
Due
• Nov 6 MOPS
• Nov 7 Young at Heart
Pancake Breakfast
• Nov 10 Heart Shot Fall
Service Day
• Nov 11 Equipped for
Ministry Class
• Nov 15 Missions Meeting
• Nov 17 Trustee Meeting
• Nov 17 SOLID - BCNO
concert
• Nov 18 Community
Thanksgiving Service
• Nov 20 MOPS
• Nov 21 No Evening
Activities
• Nov 22 Thanksgiving
• Nov 22-23 CBC Offices
Closed for Thanksgiving
Holiday
• Nov 28 Elder Meeting
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective —“Treating People as Individuals”
Many are observing that we are
becoming a nation of warring
tribes with a disturbing lack of
social cohesion. Many Americans are defining themselves and
others on the basis of “identity
politics” – thus pitting one group
against another as adversaries
and even enemies. It is not
merely that we disagree about
politics. Nothing new there. It is
not merely that we criticize political leaders with whom we
disagree. Nothing new there. It
is that we make moral judgments
about people based on how they
vote – and if they vote “wrong,”
it is not merely that they see the
world differently or have different values or priorities – rather,
they are bad people – worthy of
being scorned, silenced, marginalized and even hated. If not
actually evil, they are certainly
complicit with evil by reason of
their voting record or tweets or
posts.
Identity politics is prejudicial
stereotyping on steroids. To be
a victim is to be righteous. To
be advantaged in some way is to
be an oppressor. That person
belongs to THAT group (or
party)! THEY are ALL haters or
racists or xenophobes or misogynists or homophobes or transphobes or privileged supremacists. Or THEY are ALL socialists or globalists or unpatriotic

or lawless infidels. He/she voted
for ______!! That means he/she
approves of ______ and hates
______ and believes ______
and treats others thus and so.
“Tell me the tribe/group/party that
he/she belongs to or whom they
voted for, and I can tell you what’s

“Loving your
neighbor is
personal –
one person
showing mercy to
another person
in need. ”
in their heart.” “I’m not sure I can
be friends with someone who voted
for ______.”
We now live in a country in
which you are either virtuous or
repugnant on the basis of how
you vote, tweet, post, comment,
share or choose icons. Your
position on certain issues is
more important than how you
actually treat individual human
beings.
Identity politics and stereotyping
are nothing new. In Jesus’ day,
there were Jews and Gentiles

and Samaritans and Romans and
Greeks and barbarians and slaves
and masters. And much enmity
among those various “tribes.”
More than anything else, it was
the Gospel that broke down
those dividing walls – at least
within the church (imperfectly
but significantly).
One of the most revolutionary
statements in the Bible is found
in Galatians 3:28: There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there
is neither male nor female;
for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.
In contemporary terms: There is
neither black nor white, conservative nor liberal, Republican
nor Democrat, rich nor poor,
millennial nor baby boomer,
rural nor urban, immigrant nor
native-born, male nor female,
Hispanic nor Asian, LGBTQ nor
NRA; for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.
This breaking down of identity
politics really goes back to Jesus’
ministry and teaching and especially the Parable of the Good
Samaritan.
In Jesus’ day – and for hundreds
of years previously – Jews had no
(continued on Page 2)

A Word From Pastor Mark
Cornerstone De Witt just celebrated her 5th Anniversary! We
are one church in two locations.
We are also two church plants.
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Eldridge is a daughter church of
Grandview Baptist Church in
Davenport.

Grandview saw a need for a
church in northwest Davenport.
Several people who loved being
part of Grandview sacrificially
left their church home to start
what was originally called
Ridgeview Baptist Church. On
January 1, 1956, Ridgeview held

its first service. Thank you to
those who sacrificed. For
what comes after is a direct
result of your sacrifice.
Several families from Ridgeview
Baptist Church were coming
(continued on Page 3)
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective (continued)

dealings with Samaritans. Samaritans were both racial and
religious
half-breeds.
When the northern kingdom of Israel (capital: Samaria) fell to the Assyrians
Mark 12:31
“Love Thy Neighbor” thing… (modern Iraq) in 722 B.C.,
the Assyrians scattered the
I meant that.
Israelites throughout their
-God
empire and resettled Israel
with other peoples, mostly
Assyrians. The result was
many intermarriages between
Israelites and Gentiles as well as
a corruption of the Jewish religion of the Old Testament. Further, the Samaritans opposed the
rebuilding of the wall and the
Temple in Jerusalem after the
Babylonian exile. There were
hundreds of years of bad blood
between the Jews and the Samaritans by the time of Jesus.
Think something along the lines
of Israeli Jews and Palestinians
today.
Such bad blood that most Jews
would go dozens of miles out of
their way (walking) in order to
bypass Samaria when travelling
between Judea and Galilee. That
was one of the things that made
Jesus’ conversation with the
Samaritan woman at the well so
startling.
Jesus treated the Samaritan
woman as an individual person
rather than as a member of a
racial-religious-political
group.
And he taught us to do the same
in the Parable of the Good Samaritan.
A religious lawyer asked Jesus,
“Who is my neighbor?” Not an
innocent question.
His real
agenda:
“Who is NOT my
neighbor?” “Whom may I exclude from the command to love
your neighbor as yourself?”
Surely the command to love
your neighbor as yourself applied
only to fellow Jews – and maybe
not even all of them.
Instead of answering the question directly, Jesus tells a story
that shifts the focus from “who is
my neighbor whom I am obliged
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to love?” to “what does it mean
to be a neighbor to someone in
need?”
We are not told the ethnicity of
the man who was beaten by
robbers (nor their ethnicity).
We are not told the circumstances of the violent encounter
– nor if the man “should have
been more careful.” All we
know is that a man was robbed,
beaten and left half dead along
the side of a road. And we are
told that a priest and a Levite –
regarded as righteous and lawabiding religious leaders – saw
this needy man but passed by on
the other side of the road –
whether out of prejudice, hardheartedness, or desire to keep
from being defiled by touching an
unclean man, we are not told.
The hero of Jesus’ story – told
to a Jewish audience – was a
despised Samaritan. This Samaritan had compassion on the
wounded man and cared for his
wounds plus provided funds for
lodging for as long as needed.
We lose much of the impact of
Jesus’ story because “Good Samaritan” is not an oxymoron for
us as would have been the case
for Jesus’ listeners. Jews regarded Samaritans as bad people. To
understand the impact, substitute
Samaritan with “Illegal Alien” or
“white supremacist” or “Trumpsupporter” or “Trump-hater” or
“right-wing extremist” or “left
wing activist” or “Muslim Imam”
or “NRA member” or “LGBTQ
activist” or “NFL kneeler” or
“ACLU lawyer” – depending on
your politics.
Someone you
regard as a bad guy – on the
wrong team – on the wrong side
of your righteous political positions. Someone you would never think of as being a compassionate, merciful, good neighbor.
The religious lawyer had asked
Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” At
the conclusion of the story, Jesus
asked the lawyer this question:
“Which of these three proved to
be a neighbor to the man who

fell among the robbers?” “The
one who showed mercy to him.”
That’s what it means to love
your neighbor.
Love for neighbor is personal.
One person showing mercy to
another. Like the Jews of Jesus’
day, many people today tend to
judge others based on their
“tribal identity” or party affiliation or voting record or tweets
or FaceBook posts. Supporting
the right position on a certain
issue makes you a loving, compassionate, good neighbor. Voting for the wrong candidate
makes you a hater. But truly
loving your neighbor as yourself
is more personal than liking a
FaceBook post or denouncing a
tweet. Loving your neighbor is
personal – one person showing
mercy to another person in
need.
And believe it or not, someone
holding the “wrong” position on
a certain issue – may yet prove
to be a loving, compassionate,
merciful neighbor to hurting
individuals even if you disagree
with their politics. Loving your
neighbor as yourself is a matter
of treating individuals as individuals – not merely as members of
an identity group or political
party. Is that person in need
black or white or Asian or Hispanic or Middle Eastern or Jewish or Muslim or a citizen or
refugee or illegal alien or gay or
straight or liberal or conservative or young or old or redneck
or academic elite or married or
cohabiting? None of that matters. Ethnicity doesn’t matter.
Party affiliation doesn’t matter.
Group identity doesn’t matter.
Political views don’t matter. To
be a neighbor is to show mercy
to the one in need – whoever he
or she may be.
The Christian ethic of neighborlove does not define or treat
people according to their group
identity. See someone in need?
Be a neighbor. Show them mercy. That’s loving your neighbor
as yourself.
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A Word From Pastor Mark (continued)
from Eldridge every week. In time
Eldridge began to grow more and
our conference was pondering starting a new church. Ridgeview believed God was calling them to uproot from northwest Davenport and
move to Eldridge to reach people in
the North Scott area. In 1976,
Ridgeview moved to Eldridge and
changed its name to Cornerstone
Baptist Church. God was definitely
behind this move. Cornerstone and
the surrounding communities have
been greatly blessed by the sacrifices
made by Grandview, Ridgeview/
Cornerstone Eldridge. Thank you
to those who made this move.
What comes after is a direct
result of your sacrifice.
We also celebrate a sacrificial step
by a group of people who loved
Cornerstone Eldridge and all she had
to offer to start a new campus- a
new work of God in De Witt. For
those who were part of the original
team thank you for your sacrifice. What comes after is a direct result of your sacrifice.
Thank our body in ELD for your
love, your prayers, your giving to see
this church birthed and growing. I
hope you are encouraged by what
your investment is earning.
Many have come to Cornerstone De
Witt since our launch. You have
made this sacrifice so worthwhile.
You have made this
small church plant into a more
vibrant, encouraging, God honoring body.
Back in July of 2016 I preached a
message “Growing Up Together”
from 1 Peter 2. Peter wrote, “You

yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house…”
Believers in Christ are called living
stones and He is building us up into
a spiritual house. Living stones are
being placed upon the foundationthe Cornerstone- Jesus Himself in
order to make a spiritual temple.
And each time someone turns to
Jesus they become a living stone.
I used the analogy that each believer
in Cornerstone DWT represents a
lego. We are individual pieces that
God is bringing together to make
something wonderful. Since we first
did this we have added more legos
to our church. We are becoming
stronger and more beautiful to
Christ.
With the foundation of Jesus Christ
Himself this creation of living stones
will last forever. It will be such a
beautiful site to behold. Jesus is not
finished with His building project in
De Witt.
God is drawing people- some already living stones, some who have
become living stones since coming to
CBC DWT. We are much more
than a De Witt church. God is expanding our territory and drawing
family from the following towns and
cities thus far: McCausland, Donahue, Long Grove, Park View,
Princeton, Wheatland, Charlotte,
Grand Mound, Calamus, Delmar,
Davenport, Maquoketa, Andrew, and
De Witt.

due season we will reap, if we do
not give up. 10 So then, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who
are of the household of faith.”
It is beginning to be due season.
Our body is
growing
spiritually.
We
are
maturing as
more and
more people
are
using their
gifts.
We
are worshipping with greater fervor
and joy. We are growing in love and
grace. We are adding more people
to Cornerstone DWT. There has
been a significant uptick starting this
summer. And we are filling up the
majority of our chairs. We are excited to see how we add more as we
turn toward Christmas.
God is at work in CBC DWT. Let’s
keep doing good. Let’s not give up.
Let us do good to everyone- especially to one another. Thank you for
the last five years. Andrea and I are
grateful to be serving alongside you.
Congratulations on being part of this
growing body. We look forward to
what God is going to do in year 6
through all of us.

Two verses that have been with us
since the start of CBC DWT are
Galatians 6:9–10 (ESV), are beginning
to come to fruition. “And let us not
grow weary of doing good, for in

Church Financial Report
Giving to the General Fund (church budget) for the first
three weeks of October has averaged $15,381 per week
(compared to budget of $15, 550).
Thank you and God bless you for your faithful support of
the Lord’s work at Cornerstone.

Prayer Requests
The prayer ministry is now being led by
Bucky & Anna Marie Percuoco. Please
direct all prayer requests to them at
ampercuoco@gmail.com. Please be sure
to note if it is confidential.
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Pastor Drew’s Webb of Worship
November
Food Pantry
Items
“Chilli fixings,
crackers, &
muffin mixes”
Please place
donated items
on the cart
outside the
nursery.
Thank you!

It happened the other day, for the
first time, the words “oh my God!”
coming from one of my children. In
previous weeks I had wondered if
one of them was approaching this
territory. This child had said things
like “oh my...” and stopped because
I think the child knew finishing the
phrase would not be approved of in
our household.

with a surface level question and
asked why that phrase would be
displeasing to me. One of our kids
responded “because we’re not supposed to take the name of the Lord
in vain.”
Of course, that response was exactly what I wanted to hear, but then I

Now, I know many will think I’m
being a bit harsh here, but it’s one of
those things that matters to me. My
children have certainly never heard
that word from either of their parents. In all honesty I don’t think I
have ever uttered that phrase once
in my life. I grew up believing it was
bad as well as the phrase “oh my
gosh!” - also words I’ve never uttered.
No, I don’t think this is legalism, well
it could be if you don’t understand
God’s heart and are merely modifying behavior without heart engagement, then it might be legalism.
However, that is not what God
desires. God does not want heartless and mindless obedience, He
desires hearts engaged with our
obedience. In fact to not have our
hearts engaged would not even be
counted as obedience (see my sermon from October 14th for more
on this!).
When I first heard that word come
out of the mouth of one of my children I walked downstairs and asked
said child “what did you say? Oh
my...” The child finished the phrase
and knew it wasn’t the most pleasing
to my ears. I took that opportunity
to have a conversation with both
children as they had been given the
opportunity to play Minecraft together. I began the conversation
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wanted to take it deeper so I
probed more “why else would we
not say that?” Another response
that came back was “because it’s in
the Bible.” This was another good
response, but not quite what I was
fishing for. I asserted that it’s great
to be obedient to the Bible but
there’s even more to it than simply
“because it’s in the Bible.”
As our conversation continued I
realized they weren’t quite gonna go
where I was leading them so I told
them the reason we shouldn’t use
such a word is because we love God
and have respect for His name.
Others may carelessly use God’s
name, and they will, no doubt, hear
it often at school, but if we truly
love God and honor and worship
Him then we would not want to use
His name in a careless manner. We
don’t avoid the OMG phrase simply
because Exodus 20.7 says not to

CONNECTION

misuse God’s name - we avoid it
because of our relationship to Him.
The first two commandments are
about giving God the proper place in
our hearts, not allowing our hearts
to be turned to idols. God is concerned for His name and we should
be too. Unfortunately it is in vogue
to carelessly use God’s name. This
is a radical departure from the Hebrew culture of old. It is said that
they were not even allowed to use
God’s name at all, thus they came up
with other ways of referring to Yahweh. They might say something like
“The Name” of use the word Jehovah in order to communicate about
God without using His actual name,
Yahweh. It is said when the scribes
came to His name they would go
and wash their hands before writing
His name. Respect for God’s name
was built into their culture and
mindset.
I pray that we would turn back to
revering God’s name in the manner
in which we should. It is wonderful
that we can address God using one
of His many names, but it also saddens me to hear not just the world,
but also those bearing the label
Christian, carelessly using God’s
name. God has much concern for
His name, for His name represents
His character and all that He is. As
you go through your day consider
how you may change your own
language to honor God more fully as
a reflection of your relationship with
Him.
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Pastor Steffan’s Reckless Obedience
“Father forgive me for the lies that I have
told, the lies that I have lived. Forgive me
for the Christian mask that I have so
often worn, worried only about appearing righteous to those around me, all
while fostering a heart of jealousy, anger,
and selfishness. I have become so good
at faking it for my sake, rather than living
it for yours. Forgive me for stealing the
glory and honor that are due only to you.
Cleanse me of my unrighteousness. Create in me a clean heart. Destroy that
part of me that refuses to submit to you.
Beginning this day, and for every day
hereafter, use me for your purpose, your
glory, and your honor…for you alone are
my God. Amen.”

I would suggest that such is a commendable list. The Bible makes clear that we are
to share the gospel, read Scripture, pray,
worship corporately, care for our bodies,
and discipline our children. Looking in
from the outside, my life looks pretty
good, some might say it is impressive,
perhaps even something to emulate.

We are well into our sermon series concerning the commands of Christ. Pastors
Scott, Drew, and Mark have taught powerfully on our call to repent and believe,
to live a life of worship and praise, and to
love God with all that we are. All vitally
important. All true. All good.

And it is in the “so that” that my problem
lies.

Scripture is filled with commands, instructions, and wisdom as to how we are
to live our Christian life, with each of
these commands, instructions, and words
of wisdom rooted in the very character
of God. They are all vitally important.
All true. All good.
Now into my third decade as a Christian,
currently working as a pastor, and committed to studying God’s word in detail, I
have a pretty firm grasp of how we are
to live and what we are to do and say as
believers. In most, if not all, social situations I can “out Christian” everyone in
attendance. In this, I am kind of a big
deal.
I recently reflected on how I spend my
time each week. The activities that I
regularly commit a significant amount of
time include:
• Hours in study and prayer in preparation for a Sunday morning sermon.
• Serving my wife, assisting her in all
that it takes to manage a household,
to include cooking, cleaning, and
shopping.
• Praying.
• Reading the Bible.
• Teaching Sunday School, Children’s
Church, or VBS.
• Exercising.

•

•
•

But there is one problem.
A bit of scriptural trivia for all to chew
on…the words “so that” appear 624
times in the ESV translation, and 776 times
in the NIV translation of the Bible (and
verily, verily I sayeth to thee, that such
doth appeareth 206 times in thee KJV).

God makes clear not only what we are to
do, but also, WHY WE ARE TO DO IT –
hence the abundance of “so thats.”
We are all familiar with Charlton Heston’s
Moses, standing before Yul Brenner’s
Pharaoh, commanding him, in God’s name,
to “let my people go.” Even non-believers
know this command of God. However,
the writers of the Ten Commandments
put a period where a comma should be.
According to Scripture the entire command reads, “let my people go, SO THAT
they can worship me. God did not merely
want his people to be free. Rather, he
wanted them to be free so that they can
worship him. (And do not take my word
for it, crack open your Bibles and check it
out yourself - Ex 7:16, 8:1, 8:20, 9:1, 9:13).
With everything God commands us to do,
he also provides us with the reason why
we are to do it...a “so that” that serves to
bring glory and honor to God. Therein
lies my problem. Oftentimes I find myself
doing the right thing for entirely the
wrong reason. And although doing so
may look good to man, but such is abhorrent to God.
Going back to my list of activities, allow
me to add what is all-too-often the
“whys” to my “whats” and see how my life
looks, so you can determine if it is truly
one to emulate.

•

Hours in study and prayer in preparation for a Sunday morning sermon, so
that I can earn the praise of the congregation as a gifted speaker.

•
•

Serving my wife, assisting her in all
that it takes to manage a household,
to include cooking, cleaning, and
shopping, so that my sexual needs are
met that night.
Praying, so that I can get what I want,
when I want it, from God.
Reading the Bible, so that I can impress others with my biblical
knowledge.
Teaching Sunday School, Children’s
Church, or VBS, so that I can earn
the adulation of kids and adults alike.
Exercising, so that I can feed my selfcentered vanity, hoping to stave off the
ravages of aging.

Yes, why we do what we do is just as
important as what we do. Do I discipline
my child to disciple them, or to exert
control and dominate them? Do I open a
door for another out of a desire to serve
them, or do I do it to seek recognition,
becoming angry when they do not say
thank you?
This month’s challenge…examine your
“so that.” Pick any day this month and
commit to considering “why” you do
everything you do, say everything you
say, or go everywhere you go that day.
Perhaps wear a rubber band on your
wrist to serve as a reminder. Assess
your motives.
Examine your heart.
Bring glory to God.
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David Engle

Carol Hartbecke

Chuck & Jan Agan

James Simmons

Veronica Kohler

Connor Nass

Marcie Bradley
Alivia Roy

Emerson Olsen

Andres & Darlene Arana

Kimberly Hodge

27

26

28

Todd & Michelle Connor

Kim Hawley

25

Kele Jones

Jeff Halterman

21

Becky Waack

Larry Brewer

Judy Dean

20

Emma Stanley

Jesse Dvorak

Louise Collins

Chuck Arnold

Judi Hodgett

19

18

Dave & Donna Allbrook

12

Marv Van Ee

Scott & Teresa Bivens

29

Tim & Kathy Doty

22

Lynden Zevenbergen

Susie Newsum

15

Nick Hansel

8
Tresha Ambrosy

14

7

Jacqueline Wilke

13

6

Mandy Monroe

5

11

Mary Brink
Sarah Proctor

4

Evelynn Bradley
Jacob Galloway

Ryan Doty
Heather Wheeler

Ryan Reid

Ingrid Gerth

30

23

16

Audrey Wilke

Joe & Megan Roy

24

17

Andy & Amanda Ranfeld

Adam Wilke

Hannah Butler

10

Doug & Deb Halstead

Dennis & Mickey Blake

Warren Hodge

3

James Wheaton

Leslie Skinner

9

Jody & Marcia Boddicker

Deac Ryan

2

1
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4 AM Communion
5
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DWT)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
Christmas Shoeboxes Due

26

19

11 Nurse Office Open
12
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
4:00-7:30 pm Equip ped for
Ministry Class

18
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)

DeWitt Thanksgiving Luncheon
6:00 pm Thanksgiving Service

25
Nurse Office Open
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)

6
8:45-10:45 am MOPS
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

13
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

20
8:45-10:45 am MOPS
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

27
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

1 9:00 am Women’s Bible Study 2
meet at Green Thumbers
11:3 0 am Ladies Luncheon at
Hickory Gardens
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

3

7:00 am Men’s Study - DWT
7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

10

7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

17

7:00 am Men’s Study - DWT
7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

23

7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

24

16

6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
ROCK
8 9:00 am Women’s Bible Study 9
meet at Green Thumbers

pm AWANA
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
pm Prayer (DW)
pm Bible Study & Prayer (E) 6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
ROCK
pm SOLID Youth

7 6:30 am Men meet @
Denny’s, NW Blvd., Dav.
6:00
6:30
6:45
7:00

15 9:00 am Women’s Bible
Study meet at Green Thumbers

CBC Offices Closed

7:30 am Trustee Meeting - DWT
4:00 pm SOLID - BCNO
Concert

22

30

CBC Offices Closed

pm AWANA
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
pm Prayer (DW)
pm Bible Study & Prayer (E) 6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
ROCK
pm SOLID Youth
7:00 pm Missions Meeting

14 6:30 am Men meet @
Denny’s, NW Blvd., Dav.
6:00
6:30
6:45
7:00

21 6:30 am Men meet @
Denny’s, NW Blvd., Dav.
No Wednesday Night Activities

CBC Offices Closed

29 9:00 am Women’s Bible
Study meet at Green Thumbers
pm AWANA
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
pm Prayer (DW)
pm Bible Study & Prayer (E) 6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
ROCK
pm SOLID Youth

28 6:30 am Men meet @
Denny’s, NW Blvd., Dav.
6:00
6:30
6:45
7:00

8:30 pm Elder Meeting
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Cornerstone Kids’ Connection, by Sandy Nass, DOCM
Thank you: to all who helped make our Harvest Party a success. This is the second year we partnered with
Northridge Community Church in offering this fun, family event. We had a great turn out of people from the
community, our biggest one yet. The youth did an excellent job running the games and interacting with the
kids - thank you! And thanks to all who donated candy, baked goods, and your time to serve food, park cars,
set up (especially the blowing up of the balloons:), decorated your trunks for Trunk or Treat, and clean up.
Thanks to all who contacted me with an offer to bring things, including the Heart Shot trailer, the police car,
fire truck, and ambulance. It was such a joy to see God provide all these things without having to ask for
them. Please pray that God will use the interactions we had with pre-Christians at the party to bring people
to His church so they can learn about His great love!
Upcoming: On December 16th our elementary age kids will be participating in Christmas programs at both
campuses. Be on the lookout for more details. The programs are a great opportunity for family and friends
who don’t normally attend church to come to Cornerstone to experience our kids worshipping the LORD
and to hear the Truth. Please pray those who are here that day and have not yet accepted God’s gift of grace
will recognize their need for Jesus.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving; we have so much to be grateful for.
God bless us as we raise the coming generation to know Him!

Sonshine Community Ministries, by Jan Kloss
Each year about 2 weeks before
Sonshine’s annual bowl-a-thon, I
start to get worried. Even though
the Sonshine’s board and I work
hard to do everything we can to
make the bowl-a-thon a success, I
start to worry and it’s a tangible
worry-my stomach is upset, I feel
down, my mind is full of “worse
case scenarios”. Then a wonderful
thing happened. I noticed that my
“Today in the Word” devotional
from Moody for October was titled: “Fighting Worry and Finding
Contentment”. October 1st’s devotional was entitled: “Worry is a
Useless Sin”. From that first reading, God gave me a “peace that
passes all understanding”. There
was a physical, mental and spiritual
change in my countenance. God is
truly speaking to me, even now,
after the bowl-a-thon, about worry
and contentment. I think I’m a contented person, but God is showing
me areas in my life that I really
need to give over to Him…and quit
taking them back!! He is in control:
in the big things, the little things
and the in-between things. So, at
my “mature” age, He is still teaching me (and re-teaching me) that
He’s got my back. Ironically, one of
my favorite verses is “Be anxious
for nothing, but in prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be known to God.” PhilipCORNERSTONE

CONNECTION

pians 4:6. By the way, the Bowl-athon was a success. I thank everyone who participated in any way. It
is encouraging every year to have
so many people support Sonshine
in this annual event. Thank you.
Most of all, thank You, God.
And, as many of you know, as soon
as the bowl-a-thon is over, our
next big thing is the Christmas
Project for our kids and teens.
This year we are asking for a
$25.00 gift (toy or game) for the
kids and a $25.00 gift card for either Target or Walmart for the
teens. Each year Shelly Curry orchestrates this project, so please
see her for names of kids. Also,
you can ask me for any information
you might need. The Christmas
party will be on Dec. 8 or 15th for
the kids and we will also do something special with the teens. We
are happy to be able to give gifts to
the kids and teens (through your
generosity) but we also make sure
we are very intentional about why
we celebrate Christmas.
If anyone would like to donate soft
slipper socks (male and female
design) for people at the nursing
home, please bring them to the
church and give to me anytime
between now and December 9th.

I was very proud to hear Zach
Allbrooks’ testimony as he was
baptized on Oct. 21. Zach has been
coming to Sonshine events since he
was very young (along with his
sister, DeAnna, who was baptized
last year). It is a privilege to work
alongside of the parents to encourage young people in their walk with
Christ.
We have had 5 decisions for Christ
at the Ed White Good News Club.
Many adults give testimony of how
they received Christ at a Good
News Club as a child. One of our
leaders at Ed White received
Christ at a Good News Club as a
child and that is one of the reasons
she now helps lead. How exciting
to know that these kids will be able
to have a similar testimony. Praise
God.
So, another year is almost gone. I
thank everyone who supports Sonshine through prayer and financial
means.
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SOLID Youth Group Update, by Ryan Trotter
What is happening in youth: We are meeting
on Wednesday nights from 7-8:30. We have
a solid leadership group of adults that volunteer each week. We have kicked off the year
with a sermon series themed "Come Follow
Me" based on examples of following Christ
and the cost of that. A typical night starts
with worship in the sanctuary (we've outgrown the youth room), followed by a message, and then breakout into 6 connection
groups. The Cornerstone Pastors have each
delivered at least one message and Heather
Quiroz has also delivered a message. We
typically close with a short game and circle
prayer.
Where we are seeing success: We continue
to see a good mix of junior high and high
school kids coming each night. We have kids
inviting others, although we could certainly
be doing more. Our environment is safe for
kids to be in, meaning our youth and adults
are being inclusive, and this is not a place
where kids are going to be put down, made
fun of, or ostracized. Pastor Drew is developing and leading a youth band of about 12
kids, that are sounding great already and
leading impactive worship. Our small group

time of 30 minutes (increased quite a bit
from last year) has been meaningful, and
relationships are being built so that true
sharing and discussion can happen. We have
seen salvation happen in these groups. The
leaders meet each night after youth for what
we call a retrospective, to discuss what
went well and what we would tweak or
change for next time. This has been instrumental in getting fast feedback and
communicating well amongst leaders.
Where we can use your prayers: As
leaders, we need your prayers especially
for connection groups. We are trying to
break down barriers with kids, getting them
to open up, as well as lead them according
the Spirit and God's Truth of the bible. Open
discussions require a lot of discernment and
wisdom, so please pray for that. We also
have bible studies either already going or
starting up just recently, so that next step of
depth needs to be covered in prayer.
DeWitt is starting a Sunday night group lead
by Pastor Mark that meets once per month.
Pray that it gains youth and that God is glorified. Lastly, we ask that you pray for the
youth as they make commitments in their

lives to follow Christ. Head knowledge is
important, but a heart and dependence on
Jesus is what we desire for all youth, older or
younger, churched or unchurched, popular
or loner, sporty or awkward, musical or
tone-deaf. We all need a savior and we want

God's plan to unfold for their lives.
If you have any questions or concerns, please
reach out to us as leaders and we would be
happy to talk with you. Thank you for your
support. Thank you for allowing us to invest
in your children or grandchildren.
Cornerstone Youth Leaders

Upcoming S.O.L.I.D.
Youth Events
•

•
•

Saturday, November 17th
7:00 pm
Five Flags Center in Dubuque
$15 per person

Registration Deadline:
November 7th

•
•
•
•

Nov 17 - Big Church Night Out
- Concert series featuring
Crowder and others in Dubuque. Cost is $15 per student
and registration and Payment
Due By Nov 7th.
Nov 21st - NO YOUTH Thanksgiving eve
Dec 19th - Youth Christmas
Party on Wednesday night
Dec 26 - NO YOUTH
Jan 2 - NO YOUTH
April 5-6th - Overnight trip to
Chicago for Ignite Youth
Conference ($50 per youth)
Summer 2019 mission trip domestic 5-7 day trip being
organized
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2018 Holiday Missions Offering
This year’s Holiday Missions
Offering will go to The Timothy
Initiative (TTI), the International
Justice Mission (IJM), and our
home-grown missionaries.
A matching gift of $10,000 will
match the first $10,000 given.
We need to raise at least an
additional $12,000 from donations to meet our minimum goal
of $22,000.
We are in the second year of a
three-year commitment to support two missionaries (Gun and
Binita)
to
two
UUPGs
(Unengaged, Unreached People
Groups) – the Gangai people and
the Kumhar people in Nepal.
We are partnering with TTI and
Converge to reach these groups.
It costs $9,000 a year to support
each missionary, so our commitment is $18,000.

The $18,000 we give to Converge TTI will be matched by TTI
and used for additional churchplanting among unreached people groups in Nepal (at $333 for
each church – providing training
for lay church planters).
We also plan to give a total of
$4,000 to our eight home-grown
missionary families. Thus the
minimum goal of $22,000 ($18K
+ $4K).
Everything exceeding this goal
will be given to IJM to combat
slavery or wherever the need is
greatest.
Let’s say the congregation gives
$20,000 this year. With the
$10K matching gift, that would
make $30,000. $18,000 would
go to Converge TTI in Nepal.
$4,000 would go to our home-

grown missionaries. And the
remaining $8,000 would go to
IJM.
Actually, $20,000 given by the
congregation would become
$48,000 for missions. ($20K
donations plus $10K matching
gift plus $18K matching by TTI).
Please make your checks payable
to Cornerstone with a memo
“Holiday Missions Offering.”
Some of you with stocks and
other financial assets may want
to give by transferring stocks/
assets directly to the church
brokerage account at First Central Bank rather than selling
those assets and giving cash to
the church. (You can save capital gains taxes by transferring
assets rather than selling and
giving cash.) Contact Tony Rupe
for more information.

North Scott Community Thanksgiving Service
This year’s North Scott Community Thanksgiving Service will be at CBCEldridge on Sunday, November 18th at 6:00 pm with Pastor Courtney
Dake preaching.
Join us for a time of worship, congregational sharing, testimonies and giving
thanks. There will be a Thanksgiving offering of both food and money. The
food will be given to the North Scott Food Pantry. And the money will go to
the North Scott Clergy Group fund that is used to give money to CareLink for
people in need in our community and to support International Justice Mission.

Family News
Congratulations to Eddie & Jamie Bynum on the birth of their new little girl, Story Mae, born on September
28th, weighting 9 lbs., 5 oz. and 20.5 inches long.
Congratulations to Jacob & Kendra McVey on the birth of their new little boy, Cohen Rex, born on October
7th, weighting 7.5 lbs., and 18 inches long. Grandparents are Scott & Teresa Bivens.
Congratulations to Shane & Mandy Monroe on the birth of their new little boy, Grant Kevin, born on
October 10th, weighting 8lbs., 9 oz. and 19 1/4 inches long.
Our deepest Sympathy goes out to the following families.
The Shamus family on the loss of Natalie’s mother, Linda Ramp.
Jan Lindstrom on the loss of her son-in-law, Mike Guess.

CORNERSTONE

CONNECTION
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Prayer Ministry Team - What Do You Expect?
When you pray, what do you expect? Do you expect? Praying without expecting quickly becomes a religious
exercise that usually results in not praying at all. The psalmist writes,
5

My soul, wait silently for God alone, for my expectation is from Him. 6 He only is my rock and my
salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be moved. (Psalm 62:5-6). When we read God’s word, and
pray and believe accordingly, we can boldly stand and say, “He only is my rock and my salvation; He
is my defense; I shall not be moved.”
We believe this is what James had in mind when he said,
2

My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith
produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking nothing. (James 1:2-4).
The testing of our faith is never comfortable; nor is it easy. Someone once said, “Patience is what you do
while you’re waiting.” One thing we can do while we’re waiting for our prayers to be answered is to maintain our expectation. Hebrews 10:23 says,
23

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

When you pray, expect!

Reaching
children around
the world.
Shoes boxes are
due back on
November 4th.
For questions or
concerns, contact
Jim or Dee
McGimpsey.

Heart Shot Fall Service Day
Heart Shot Ministry’s James 1:27 Fall Service Day
As we teach about Jesus Christ within our range walls, we also want to
BE Jesus in our community. Please join us as we pursue our James 1:27
Community Outreach. We will be serving many widows, single ladies, and
single moms, by helping them get their homes ready for winter.

•
•
•
•

Operation
Christmas Child

Date: Saturday, November 10, 2018
Time: 9:00 A.M – until done.
Where to meet: The Davenport range, 6509 NW Blvd, Davenport
What to bring: Yard equipment, ladders, lawn bags, family &
friends. If you know of a widow needing the Heart Shot family’s help, bring an address!

We will have light breakfast foods and we will pray together before we disperse to many locations! Please
help us be the hands and feet of Jesus! Many hands make light work! The range will be closed that
morning. If you would like to help serve, please contact Marc or Kelly Orcutt at 563-370-7974 or
563-370-7074.

Equipped for Ministry Class - November 11th
We will be offering our Equipped for Ministry Class (Formerly known as CLASS 301)
on Sunday, November 11th at our CBC Eldridge campus from 4:00-7:30 pm.
At Cornerstone, every member is a minister. Equipped for Ministry enables believers to
uncover their unique S.H.A.P.E. – spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, personality, and experience. This course is an important step towards understanding your place and purpose in
service to God at Cornerstone.
Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you would like to attend this class. We will be
providing a pizza dinner. For questions or concerns, please contact Pastor Steffan.
Membership is the only prerequisite for this course.

CBC Thanksgiving Holiday
Schedule
November 18th
North Scott Community Thanksgiving Service
CBC Eldridge Campus at 6:00 pm
November 21st
There will be NO Evening church activities.
November 22-24th
The CBC Church Offices will be closed for the
Thanksgiving Holiday.
Hope you all have a blessed Thanksgiving!
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A Weekend to Remember Marriage Conference
Is your marriage stuck in a rut and in need of refreshing? Or do you
just want to grow deeper into a relationship with your spouse?
Below are a couple of conferences that you can sign up for to get
away and do just that. Reconnect, Refresh, Reenergize, Rekindle &
Remember the love you share.

November 7th
9:00 am
Pancake Breakfast
at CBC Eldridge

•
•

For more information AND to receive a discount, contact Scott or
Teresa Bivens at bivstikk@netins.net.

Come and join us on Sunday Mornings!

Family Sunday
School Opportunities
Worship Services

CBC Eldridge
775 E Le Claire Rd

CBC DeWitt
320 2nd Street

9:45 am

8:45 am

8:15 & 10:45 am

Cedar Rapids: November 2-4
St. Louis: December 7-9

10:00 am

