
“Should the cabin in the airplane 

lose pressure, oxygen masks will 

drop from the overhead area.  

Please place the mask over 

your own mouth and nose 

before assisting others.” 

 

Many of us have heard those 

words from flight attendants 

many times.  So many times we 
often tune them out.  But surely 

at some point you have won-

dered to yourself:  Why place the 

mask over my own mouth and nose 

before assisting others?  Wouldn’t 

the loving, caring, responsible thing 

to do be to care for my spouse or 

children first before myself? 

 

No, because you’re no good 

to your children if you’re 

dead.   

 

In order to care for others 

long term, we first need to 

make sure we are sustaining 

our own health.  We’re no good 

to others if we’re dead.   

 

There is a spiritual application of 

that principle as well.  Staying 

connected to Jesus is as vital 

to our spiritual health and 

vitality as staying connected 

to oxygen is to our physical 

health.   

 

I don’t just mean believing in 

Jesus; I mean staying connected 

to Him.  Abiding in Him. 

 

“Abide in me, and I in you. 

As the branch cannot bear 

fruit by itself, unless it abides 

in the vine, neither can you, 

unless you abide in me.  I am 

the vine; you are the branch-

es. Whoever abides in me 

and I in him, he it is that 

bears much fruit, for apart 

from me you can do noth-

ing.”  (John 15:4-5) 

 

Bearing fruit has to do both with 

growing in Christ-like character 

and making disciples of others, 

serving others in love, and im-

pacting the lives of others with 

the Gospel.  But we’re no good to 

“ What we can do 
for others in our 
own strength is 

nothing compared 
to what the life          
of Jesus can do 

flowing through 
us to others.” 

Pastor Scott’s Perspective —“Put on Your Own Mask First” 
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• Due to the current state 

of things across Iowa & 

the Unite States, we do 

not have any upcoming 

dates scheduled.  We will 

continue to update & 

inform you as changes 

occur. Please keep 

watching your emails 

and/or visiting our church 

website for the latest 

updates and announce-

ments.  If you are not 

currently receiving 

emails from CBC, please 

contact our church office 

& we will add you to our 

list.  Thank you for your 

understanding during this 

time. 

As we move into the month of 

May we still do not know when 

things will “get back to normal.”  

Before things get ramped up 

again, have you taken the time to 

evaluate if normal is a good 

thing?  

 

This ceasing from normal life is a 

good time to reflect on your 

previous schedule and how it 

was impacting your life.  This is a 

good time to evaluate your fami-

ly’s calendar to see how it was 

impacting your family’s life. 

 

Here are some questions worth 

pondering: 

 

Will you go back to the same 

schedule as before or will you 

make some changes?   

 

What will you do differently as 

an individual, couple or family? 

(continued on Page 3) 

A Word From Pastor Mark 

others if we are not connected to 

Jesus so that it is his life flowing 

through us in service to others.  

What we can do for others 

in our own strength is noth-

ing compared to what the 

life of Jesus can do flowing 

through us to others.   

 

We are in a strange season.  
Unprecedented for most of us.  

Some are busier than ever.  Oth-

ers have time on their hands and 

are bored.  Some are experienc-

ing the blessings and challenges 

of increased family togetherness 

while staying at home.  Others 

are lonely – cut off from others.  

Some are giving of themselves 

sacrificially in caring for others to 

the point of exhaustion.   Others 

are wondering how they can use 

their spiritual gifts and abilities 

when they cannot interact with 

people in person.  Some feel 

over-extended; others feel under

-utilized.  But all of us feel some 

level of stress due to the changes 

in routine and uncertainty of the 

future.    

 

In order to care for the needs of 

others day after day, we need to 

stay connected to our spiritual 

oxygen source.  Jesus is our 

spiritual ventilator. Apart from 

him we cannot bear fruit.   

(continued on Page 2) 
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 Pastor Scott’s Perspective (continued) 
Many of you are spending more 

time at home than ever before.  

Not necessarily quiet time if you 

have kids home from 

school being can-

celled – but a slower 

pace of life nonethe-

less for many of you.  

There are many 

things we can’t do 
now because of the 

shutdown. But there 

are other things we 

have more time for 

now than before.  

Eating dinner togeth-

er as a family, for 

one. Going for walks 

with your spouse or children, for 

another.  Riding bikes.  Board 

games.  Puzzles.  Reading.  Fish-

ing.  Hikes.  Cooking.  Baking.  

Gardening.  Yard work.  Pro-

jects.  Maybe even napping? 

 

Time with the Lord?  Where 

does that fit into your schedule?  

Some of you have more time 

available for quiet times with the 

Lord now than before.  Are you 

remembering to put on your 

own spiritual oxygen mask 

first before serving others? 

 

Some of you are busier and 

working harder than before – 

either at your jobs or helping 

your kids with their schoolwork.  

Are you remembering to 

put on your own spiritual 

oxygen mask first before 

serving others? 

 

Some people have told me that 

they rarely pray for themselves 

because they are devoted to 

praying for others.  They are 

often surprised to find out that I 

pray for myself as much or more 

than I pray for anyone else.  I 
pray diligently for my walk with 

Jesus – for my spiritual health 

and vitality and fruitfulness and 

protection.  Why?  Because I 

have so many people counting on 

me.  I have so many people un-

der my spiritual umbrella of pro-

tection.  If I don’t keep that um-

brella in good condition, many 

again – and even shake hands and 

hug one another again – let us 

not miss the opportunities this 

unique season affords us.  Oppor-

tunities for God to do a special 

work when our lives and our world 

are being shaken.  Opportunities 

to connect with Jesus in special 

ways when we are out of our 

normal routines of excessive 
busyness.  Many of us may be 

living in a once-in-a-lifetime season 

of forced slow-downs.   

 

Joseph, Moses, David, Paul, John 

and many others experienced 

such seasons in their lives – 

“unproductive” seasons when 

they could not do their normal 

work/ministry.  And they discov-

ered God is able to accomplish 

some of His best work when we are 

not able to do our normal work.   

 

“Speak, Lord, your servant is 

listening.”  Are you asking God 

to show you the work He wants 

to do in you when your normal 

routine is disrupted?  And are 

you staying connected to 

Jesus to keep His spiritual 

oxygen flowing through you 

– remembering to put on 

your own oxygen mask first 

before serving others? 

 

The best is yet to come.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

others will be negatively impact-

ed.  I take seriously my responsi-

bility as a shepherd of my family, 

extended family, and church 

family.  So, in order to care for 

them and protect them well, I 

put on my own spiritual oxy-

gen mask before serving 

others.   

 
The more people who are 

counting on you, the more 

important it is for you to 

stay connected to Jesus. 

 

I have heard some people say 

that they can hardly wait to re-

turn to normal activities.  So 

much they are missing now from 

activities they used to enjoy but 

are now prohibited or shut 

down.  I have also heard some 

people say they’re not so sure they 

want to return to normal activities 

because their family’s pre-Covid 

normal level of activity was exces-

sive, insane and unhealthy.  They 

are enjoying a slower pace of life.  

They are enjoying more family time 

together.   

 

This too will pass.  When you 

look back on these days, will you 

have some regrets?  I don’t mean 

the things that you couldn’t do 

because they were forbidden or 

out of your control – I mean 

regretting not doing the things 

you could have done because 

they were in your control.   

 

Things like connecting to 

Jesus through the spiritual 

disciplines such as prayer, 

Bible reading, meditation, 

solitude and silence, listening 

to God, etc.  Or maybe watching 

“The Chosen” to stimulate your love 

for the Person of Jesus of Nazareth.   

 
Hopefully this season of every-

thing being shut down for weeks 

and months will not be repeated.  

Hopefully social distancing and 

“stay home” will not become the 

“new normal.”   

 

But while we look forward to 

being able to meet together 



What are you doing during this lull that has 

been a blessing to you personally or to 

your family.  How can you keep doing it 

once things ramp up again?   

 

What about your kids?  How are your kids 

doing emotionally, relationally, physically, 

spiritually in this time of quarantine?   

 

Are they more or less stressed?  If they are 
more stressed, why?  If they are less 

stressed, why?  

 

As parents of elementary aged kids, as you 

reflect on their personal well-being are 

there things that don’t benefit them as 

much as you previously believed?  What 

will you take off of their schedule that will 

give them better balance so they are not 

overly stressed by busyness that impacts 

their well-being?  

 

As parents of middle school or high school 

aged youth, as you reflect on their personal 

well-being are there things that don’t bene-

fit them as much as you previously be-
lieved?  What will you discuss with them 

about taking off of their schedule that will 

give them better balance so they are not 

overly stressed by busyness that impacts 

their well-being?  
 

What will you change or add regarding 

your marriage?  How has this quarantine 

impacted it for the good or bad?     

 

What about your spiritual family?  What 

commitments will you make to your spir-

itual growth and that of your church?  How 

can you make CBC more effective going 

forward?   

 
Lots of questions worth pondering before 

life as we have known it catches up and 

tries to swallow up the positive changes 

that have occurred during the shut down.   

 

A Word from Pastor Mark (continued) 
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As you may have heard, Governor Reyn-

olds announced that out of respect for 

religious liberty, religious gatherings will be 

allowed (at 50% capacity) starting May 1st.   

 

I really appreciate the Governor’s respect 

for our religious liberties, but in the words 

of the Apostle Paul: “All things are lawful, 

but not all things are helpful in building 

others up.  Let no one seek his own good, 

but the good of his neighbor.” (I Corinthi-

ans 10:23-24) 

 

Therefore, even though it would be lawful 

for us to assemble together for worship in 

Eldridge and DeWitt this Sunday, the staff 

Reopening of Our CBC Campuses, by Pastor Scott 
and elders have agreed that it would be 

wise to wait until later.  Scott County is 

still under restrictions as to other public 

gatherings at least until May 15.  We think 

it would be unwise and inconsiderate for us 

to assemble for worship prior to other 

public gatherings being allowed.   

 

We anticipate that the earliest date that we 

would gather together for on-campus wor-

ship would be May 31 (Pentecost Sunday).  

And it might be later than that depending 

on how things develop this month.  Most 

likely the first Sunday back would be wor-

ship only with no Sunday School or ABFs 

or Children’s church.  And, of course, 

those who feel vulnerable or unsafe would 

be encouraged to stay home even then.   

 

As we await further guidance from the 

Governor’s office, we will re-evaluate oth-

er activities such as life groups, use of the 

ROCK, children’s ministries, youth activi-

ties, gatherings of more than 10 people, 

etc.  But for now, no such gatherings at 

least until May 15.   

 

We will notify you as soon as any new 

decisions and/or changes are made.  Until 

then we encourage you to continue to join 

us for our online worship services on Sun-

day mornings at 9:55 a.m. 

We apologize that we cannot customize training for each of our existing 

adult ABF classes, but feel that our Romans study is one that all can benefit 

from. We have created an Adult ABF channel in our Cornerstone RightNow 

library. The Romans study currently includes five sessions, covering Romans 

1 - 5. Each week another session will be added to the channel. We encourage 

you to make Bible study a part of your Sunday mornings, just as you would if 

we were meeting together. 

 

Visit https://cornerstone-eldridge.org/media/rightnow-media to learn more 

and sign up if you already haven’t.  

Online ABF’s, by Pastor Steffan 

https://cornerstone-eldridge.org/media/rightnow-media?fbclid=IwAR2CLn9KbudzPHyR9cMFXzG8NpAse5mp47Ub3FkPFdpt-aQwxfgr1cfULq8
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I think it’s no secret I enjoy reading 

through the Bible chronologically 

each year.  I remember there would 

be times when I would read the 

Bible cover to cover, 

straight from Genesis 

1.1 all the way 

through to Revela-

tion 22.21, and I’d 

kind of get confused 
sometimes. “Hold on, 

did I already read 

this?  I thought this 

had already hap-

pened!” When you’re 

in the historical 

books (or the Gos-

pels!) this happens so 

much and I would 

often get so confused by it. 

 

Being able to keep everything 

straight and know that I am, essen-

tially, moving in a chronological fash-

ion has really aided, not only my 

understanding of the overall biblical 

narrative, but also the depth of my 

understanding regarding significant 

portions of Scripture.  It can be so 

easy for me to gloss over familiar 

passages like Psalm 27. Reading 

straight through the Bible can some-

times divorce the psalms from their 

historical context and their true 

meaning is sometimes lost on us. 

 

Portions of Psalm 27 read: “The 

LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear?  The LORD is the 

stronghold of my life; of whom shall 

I be afraid?  Though an army encamp 

against me, my heart shall not fear; 

though war rise against me, yet I will 

be confident.  One thing have I 

asked of the LORD, that I will seek 

after; that I may dwell in the house 

of the LORD all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the 

LORD and to inquire in his temple.” 

 

Pastor Drew’s Webb of Worship 
us and the CoVid-19 era; he is una-

ble to worship in the place where he 

was accustomed to worshiping.  He 

longed to go up to the Tabernacle, 

but he was no longer able to do 

such a thing.  The priests who had 

been watching over it were now 

dead and Saul had even removed the 

Tabernacle from Nob (outlying 

Jebus/Jerusalem) farther North, to 
Shiloh. 

 

These words take on a deeper 

meaning, and prove more applicable 

to us in this day than we may have 

realized when we understand the 

context in which they were deliv-

ered.  We all long to worship to-

gether, to be assembled at a build-

ing, engaging in the acts of worship 

we may have taken for granted.  As 

David might say, there is a beauty 

about God’s presence.  There is 

comfort in his sanctuary.  We are all 

the Church, we are all carriers of 

the Spirit within us, but the fellow-

ship we have with each other makes 

our gathering even sweeter. 

 

Take comfort from God’s word and 

know that it applies even in the 

most unusual and difficult of circum-

stances. 

Church Financial Report 
Giving to the General Fund (church budget) averaged 

$14,942 per week in April (compared to budget of $16,501).  

Considering we did not meet together in person for worship 

during April, this is excellent giving.  Giving is a little below 

budget, but so are expenses.  We are still in good financial 

condition.   

 

Thank you and God bless you for your continued faithful 

support of the Lord’s work at Cornerstone through these 

challenging days.   

Imagine, for a moment, that you are 

David.  You have previously been 

anointed as King, yet you are years 

away from actually ascending to the 

throne.  King Saul seeks your life and 

he will, seemingly, stop at nothing to 

end it.  This threat is so real that you 

must run away in order to protect 

your life. 

 
Jonathan, King Saul’s son, had ascer-

tained the severity of the situation 

and communicated to David the 

urgency of leaving.  David began this 

year’s long process of running for his 

life.  Saul’s army was chasing him 

down and was so serious they even 

killed priests at Nob because they 

had given David aid in his escape.  

 

David had an encounter in a cave 

with King Saul and demonstrated his 

loyalty to Saul so the King chose to 

go back home.  David remained in 

the wilderness, hopeful that things 

between he and the King were set-

tled.  In Psalm 27 we get a bit of 

insight as to what David may have 

been feeling while on the run from 

King Saul.  When he declared “The 

LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear?” we can under-

stand the depth of David’s faith in 

God.  Saul would have had all the 

armies at his disposal, as well as su-

preme power, yet David was not 

fearful because of God’s working.  

His faith meant he had absolute as-

surance that his having been anointed 

meant he would one day rise to the 

throne.  He could run for his life 

while simultaneously holding fast to 

his integrity and not seeking the 

King’s life. 

 

It’s easy for us to miss another part 

of this passage though.  David seems 

to have something in common with 
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Pastor Steffan’s Reckless Obedience  
When I was a kid, my life was not easy.  I 

had a lot of chores.  If memory serves me 

right, I had more chores than the rest of 

my family combined.1 And Saturday morn-

ings were the worst.  So much to do, but 

so many other things I would rather be 

doing.   

 

And the worst of the worst was dusting.  

Dusting the living room.  Dusting the din-

ing room.  Dusting my bedroom.  I hated 

it.2 The only reason I did it each week 

(and did it well) was fear.  And not a vague 

fear of something unknown, but a fear 

rooted firmly in the physical reality of the 

yardstick that rested above our kitchen 

door.  So, there I labored, angry and 

alone, week after week.   

 

Except for that one week.   
 

Earlier that week, my dad promised to 

take me to my one and only college foot-

ball game.  This was a big deal.  This was 

simply not something that our family did.  

I was understandably excited.  Very excit-

ed.  It was hard to get to sleep each night 

that week as I counted down the days 

until the big game.   

 

That Saturday morning, I was up, dressed, 

and working through my list of chores 

long before anyone else in the house was 

awake.  As I worked, all that I could think 

about was the game - actually being at the 

stadium!  Who am I that I was going to be 

there in person?  Before this day I had 

only seen the stadium on television.  

However, as our television was a 20” 

portable black and white model, I had 

never really seen it in all its majesty.  To 

be there in person was more than I could 

have ever dreamed of.   

 

As I worked through my chores that 

morning, with my mind focused not on 

the tedium of my tasks, but on the glory 

of the game, a funny thing happened…my 

chores got easier.  Life seemed better.  

Not even the dreaded dusting dampened 

my spirits.  Funny how that worked.   

 

Shifting my focus from where I was, to 

where I was going, changed everything. 

I realize that life can be hard, with some 

days seemingly unbearable.  I get it.  Our 

family has been there.  Adult life is not 

easy, and the above analogy falls short in 

so many ways…or does it?   

 

I ask, which is greater, the gap between 

childhood chores and adult agonies, or the 

gulf between the grandeur of a football 

stadium and the glory of heaven? 

If you have not done so recently, please 

reread Revelation 21:1-7.  Stop, look it up 

now, and picture the scene as you read 

the words.  Seriously, do it as the remain-

der of the article will not make sense 

unless you do. 

 

Done?  Please proceed.  

 

As followers of Jesus, this is our future.  A 

tomorrow that has been bought and paid 

for, in full, by the blood of Christ.  Just as 

the child who has seen only a grainy black 

and white image of the stadium on a small 

screen and finds the real thing to be be-

yond his wildest imagination, so also will 

heaven be greater than we can even com-

prehend.  Can we even imagine it?   

 

Occasionally, God, in His goodness, gives 

me a taste of what is yet to come.  A taste 

of heaven.  He did it again on Easter Sun-

day.  Like everyone else at Cornerstone, 

our family sat in front of a screen, wor-

shipping through song and the hearing of 

the word.  The service was uplifting, and I 

was encouraged as I scrolled through the 

comments section and saw all who were 

online with us.   

 

However, my heart still ached.  As blessed 

as we were to be able to worship togeth-

er online, as good as it was, the virtual 

fellowship was no substitute for being 

together in spirit and body.  I missed my 

church family.  I missed them dearly. 

 

But I reminded myself that this was only 

temporary.  That we would soon be 

together again.  Together in fellowship.  

Together in worship.  Together as one 

body in Christ.  And this reunion would 

only be made sweeter by the current 

separation.  I smiled at the thought. 

 

And then the Spirit of God overwhelmed 

me.  Literally brought me to tears.  Over-

whelmed me with the realization that all 

of this, everything, was only temporary.   

 

That we would one day all be together in 

heaven.   
 

Together in fellowship with friends and 

family that are away from us or have 

gone before us.   

 

Together in worship with the host of 

heaven.   

 

Together as one body with Christ.   

 

Yes, worshipping together again at 

church is going to be great. 

 

But… 

 

Heaven is going to be awesome! 
 

1 If memory serves me right, I could also dunk a 
basketball at age 12 and once dated Farrah Faw-

cett.  So, take my memories with a grain of salt.   
 

2 I realize that “hate” is a word that we should 

not use, but no word better describes my crappy3 

attitude as a child.   
 

3 I realize that “crappy” is also a word we should 

not use, but it beats the only alternative I could 
think of.  

Family News 
Congratulations to Joe & Megan Wadsworth on the birth of 

their new little boy, Theodore Graham, born on March 31, 

weighting 6 lbs., 11 oz. and 19 inches long. Grandparents are 

Marc & Kathy Miller. 
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C O R N E R S T O N E  C O N N E C T I O N  

Cornerstone Kids’ Connection, by Sandy Nass, DOCM 
Last week, we decided to cancel 

VBS2020.  Because VBS is Corner-

stone’s biggest outreach event of 

the year and results in many kids 

making decisions for Jesus Christ, it 

was a very disap-

pointing decision 

to make.  But giv-

en the reality that 

school is closed 
the remainder of 

the school year, 

the possibility that 

school may start early in August, 

and the fact that the coronavirus is 

still around, it was a fairly easy, albe-

it sad, decision to make.  I know 

MANY of you have disappointed 

kids; please tell them I’m so sorry.  

My heart is sad, too:( 

 

I hope some of you have looked at 

drivefaithhome.com/free-access-

content/ for access to some great 

(and currently free) resources to 

incorporate into your family life, 

practical tools to help you guide 

your kids’ spiritual development.  

There are things like family time 

ideas, meal-time chat ideas, and bed-

time blessings.  I would encourage 

you to have a date night with your 

spouse, sit down at your computer 

(woohoo!), review the available op-

tions, and choose ONE thing to try 

this week.   

 
I’ve also emailed links to our               

Children’s Church curriculum and 

Sunday school pages; please let               

me know if you have not received 

those and would like to:  

sandy.cornerstonekids@gmail.com. 

 

This morning at our Zoom staff 

meeting we began the discussion of 

how we will return to church as the 

body of Christ to worship together 

again.  We all look forward to that 

day!  Cornerstone’s staff trusts the 

Lord, and none of us is prone to fear, 

but we will need wisdom in the days 

and weeks ahead as to how church 

life will look in the near future.  Chil-

dren’s ministry will be a challenge. 

Many volunteers will not be able to 

serve due to age or underlying 

health concerns, and kids don’t have 

any concept of social distancing and 

happily and unwittingly share coughs, 

and runny noses, and germs all the 

time.  Please join us in praying for a 

safe and effective strategy to come 

back together.   
 

What an honor it is to serve Christ 

at Cornerstone!  May He continue 

to bless us as we raise the coming 

generation to know Him! 

Pine Lake Camp Events 
Pine Lake Camp is still planning on having summer camps this summer.  They would like to encour-

age you to register online at pinelakecamps.org.  If camps are cancelled, you will receive a full 

refund.  Below are the camps and dates for the 2020 summer.  Brochures are also available in our 

church office. Please note the Memorial Day family camp has been cancelled. 

 

 

Camp   Dates 

Juniors 1 (gr. 3-5)  June 7-12 

Teens (gr. 6-8)  June 14-19 

High Teens (gr.9-12) June 21-26 

Primary Camp (gr. 1-2) June 28-July 1 

Young Teens (gr. 5-7) July 5-10 

Juniors 2 (gr. 3-5)  July 12-17 

 

Memorial Day Family Camp Cancelled 

4th of July Family Camp July 3-5 

 

Please use the following codes when registering online.  By using this code you will receive our 

church discounted pricing. 

 

Code   Camp 

STONE2020 FAMILY Family Camp 

STONE2020PRI  Summer Camp for Primary Camp (gr. 1-2) 

STONE2020REG  Summer Camp for All other Ages (gr. 3-12) 

 

For questions, contact either Jason/Amanda Schwartzhoff or Marv Van Ee. 

http://drivefaithhome.com/free-access-content/
http://drivefaithhome.com/free-access-content/
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To say that “life as we knew it has 

changed” is an understatement. We have 

empty stores and parking lots, on line 

church, no movie theaters, no eat-in res-

taurants, no family gatherings and people 

walking around in public with face masks. 

More importantly, and sadly, illness and 

death from a virus we are having a difficult 

time defeating. And let’s not forget, the 

famous “new” punch line for just about 
everything: “We are in this together!” 

 

I know that we are all experiencing similar 

“isolation”. Many are suffering the loss of 

income. Nursing home residents are expe-

riencing a more extreme kind of loneli-

ness. People in the hospital are not al-

lowed visitors. Children who often only 

get a good meal at school are missing that 

meal. (A huge thank you to those volun-

teers who are trying to reach these kids 

with daily meals) Many people have died, 

in their homes or in hospitals, without the 

comfort of a loved one to hold their hand.  

 

I don’t have much “new” to report. I con-

tinue to try to stay connected via phone 

calls, texts, cards and letters.  I will be 

taking fruit goodie bags to the nursing 

home. I keep in touch with my Sonshine 

kids with little bags of goodies and cards. I 

am also reading David Platt’s book 

“Follow Me”. I highly recommend it to 

anyone who yearns to learn more about 

Disciples making Disciples. It’s an easy, but 

challenging, read with a place at the end of 

the book for you to chart how you might 

use what you have learned. I’d love to see 

this as a Bible study curriculum in our 

church at some point. 

 

The “John Deere Classic” has announced 

it will be in session this summer. The date 

of the tournament is July 6-12th. With so 
many people out of work, I did not want 

to send out letters for pledges for the 

Birdies for Charity event. However, if you 

are able and willing, we respectfully ask 

you to pledge an amount for Sonshine 

Community Ministries. A pledge form can 

be found on birdiesforcharity.com 

website for you to fill out. Or you can 

bypass the form and just hit the donate 

button. Sonshine’s “birdie” number is 

1632. As a 501c3 ministry, all donations 

are tax deductible.  A pledge statement 

will be mailed to you after the tournament 

is completed, asking you to mail in your 

pledge. There is also an opportunity for 

you to pay on line. For this event, please 

do not make donation checks payable to 

Sonshine. For all donations made to Son-

shine, Birdies will add a 5-10% bonus and 

mail a check to us in the fall. If you have 

any questions, please call me at 563-349-

2342. We sincerely appreciate your 

prayerful consideration in this matter. 

 

Sonshine Community Ministries, by Jan Kloss 
Thank you for your continued prayers and 

financial support.  May we all be able to 

meet in person soon. 

 

PS: I have ants that have decided to 

“isolate” in my house. However, they are 

not self-distancing!!!! Call Gov. Reynolds! 

S.O.L.I.D. Youth Group Update 
SOLID has been meeting via Zoom for the 

past month for an hour each week on 

Wednesday nights. During this time we 

have been able to have some special speak-

ers share with us, worship through singing, 

engage in some group games and activities, 

& even breakout into our small groups for 

some deeper discussions. It’s been great to 

be able to interact with one another during 

this time of social distancing! We would 

like to encourage more teens to join us 

each week.   

 

Things to note when teens join our Zooms 

sessions. 

 

1. Identify yourself when you login.  We 

need to know who is with us so we can 

put you in your correct small group for 

our breakout session.  In addition, we 
want to make sure that we do not have 

anyone in our session that is not sup-

posed to be joining us.  If you do not 

identify yourself, we will be forced to 

kick you out & you will not be able to 

rejoin that night. 

2. Please join us 5-10 minutes prior to 

7:00 pm. This time is a good time to 

chat with others before we begin. 

3. Be sure to turn your video on! The 

purpose of our Zoom meeting is 

to see and talk to one another. 

4. Please be courteous of others, we all 

cannot speak at once. 

5. Be honest during games. We are trust-

ing that you are being honest & fair to 

all that are playing. 

6. You can invite others to join as long as 

they are in grades 7-12. 

 

The link to connect into our Zoom meet-

ings is in the emails sent out each week. If 

you are not receiving emails, please con-
tact our church office at 563-285-8080 or 

email us at office4cbc@gmail.com. 

 

Even though COVID-19 has eliminated 

several graduation activities, we would like 

to recognize our high school seniors in a 

few fun ways.  An email will be sent to 

parents & seniors within the next week to 

let you know how we would like to do 

that.  Please be watching for that email. 

 

Finally we would like to encourage you to 

continue to stay connected with one an-

other by using the technology that is at 

your fingertips.  Also feel free to join our 

Facebook watch party on Sunday morn-

ings at 10:00 am.  Simply go to our church 

website at www.cornerstone-eldridge.org. 

 

Stay safe & God Bless.  
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Paul Hovey’s Discipleship Corner 

C O R N E R S T O N E  C O N N E C T I O N  

The Discipleship Pathway: 

Disciple-Maker 

 

There are some things that you 

have to be shown in order to do. 

 

For me, every 

new home repair 

or maintenance 

project feels like 
preparing to climb 

Mt. Everest.  I 

have called friends 

or family mem-

bers to help with 

projects I know are far beyond 

me.  For everything else, I go to 

YouTube.  You can find someone 

to teach you anything on 

YouTube!     

 

A few years ago I had a drywall 

repair project in our kitchen, due 

to water damage.   Having never 

done drywall before, it was a 

daunting project.  Via YouTube I 

learned from multiple drywall 

experts until I had a measure of 

knowledge and confidence with 

which to approach the job.  

Their knowledge was communi-

cated and demonstrated to me 

through those videos.  And then 

I became the doer.  It went mod-

estly well, though there are still a 

couple things I would have done 

differently.   

 

There are some things that you 

have to be shown in order to do. 

 

“And what you have heard from 

me in the presence of many wit-

nesses entrust to faithful men 

who will be able to teach others 

also.” (2Ti2:2) 

 

“What you have learned and 

received and heard and seen in 

me – practice these things, and 
the God of peace will be with 

you.” (Ph4:9) 

 

Discipleship is a process in which 

you come under the care and 

direction of a discipler within the 

fellowship of the church in order 

your calling is to equip others to 

share their faith in word and 

deed.   

 

Regardless of which avenue you 

feel called to, all of these options 

have the same thing in common.  

You will be coming into relation-

ship with others and teaching 

them all you have learned walk-
ing the pathway of discipleship, 

for the purpose of helping them 

become more like Christ as His 

disciple.  In turn, they will find 

their next spiritual generation 

and pass on discipleship to them.   

 

Let’s be realistic and recognize 

that the church has hit a bit of a 

bump in disciple-making because 

of COVID-19.  But, Lord willing, 

it will be a bump we are quickly 

over.  As we continue to figure 

out what it means to be the 

church in this time, we will figure 

out what it means to make disci-

ples in this time.  But we will not 

relinquish that goal.  All the 

more, we recognize its signifi-

cance.  What remains, then, is 

for us to walk in it and make it a 

reality in our lives.    

to learn and grow.  You learn 

and grow in order to do.  But 

the process of discipleship is not 

complete until you have passed 

on what you have learned to 

others.   

 

While I am not a master at dry-

wall repair, I now have some 

things I could teach someone 
who had not done it before.  To 

be a disciple-maker is no differ-

ent.  It is not about becoming an 

expert, but about learning and 

growing so that you can pass it 

on.   

 

The first two steps are about 

learning and growing in the 

mindset, attitude, priorities, 

practices and character of a dis-

ciple.  The third step of the disci-

pleship pathway, ‘disciple-maker,’ 

is designed so that anyone who 

has walked the first two parts of 

the pathway has an avenue 

through which to make disciples.   

 

There are five options in the 

third step of the pathway.  We 

do not anticipate that anyone 

will attempt to do them all at 

once; rather, we expect that 

each person will be guided by 

God and fellow disciples toward 

a ministry through which they 

can make disciples.    

 

So what can you do to be a disci-

ple maker?  You can become a 

mentor, meeting someone 

where they are at in life and 

directing them toward a path of 

godliness and growth.  You can 

also lead a discipleship group, 

going deep in discipleship with a 

group of 3-5 in order that you all 

go wide with the gospel.  You 

could be called to missions and 

find your disciple-making minis-
try on the frontlines of a mis-

sions-oriented organization.  You 

might be called to lead a small 

group ministry, leading others 

toward Christ-likeness by facili-

tating Biblical community and 

fellowship.  Finally, you may find 
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Message from Prayer Ministry Team, by Bucky & Anna Marie Percuoco 
• the devil: “Away with you, Satan!  

For it is written, ‘You shall worship 

the Lord your God and Him only 

you shall serve.’”  (Matt 4:10) 

• demons: “Be quiet and come out of 

him.” (Mk 1:25) 

• a fig tree: “Let no one eat fruit from 

you ever again.” (Mk 11:14) 

• wind and sea: “Peace, be still!” (Mk 

4:39) 

• the departed spirit of a 12-year old 

girl: “Little girl, I say to you, 

arise.” (Mk 5:41) 

• a fever: So He stood over her and 

rebuked the fever and it left her. (Lk 

4:39) 

 

The devil, demons, fig tree, wind and sea, 

departed spirit, and fever all obeyed Him. 

There was no question in Jesus’ mind 

concerning God’s will or His authority 

when using His faith.  

 

Jesus spoke what He believed and wanted. 

If we are simply praying what we want, we 

are reciting a wish list.  But when we have 

chapter and verse for God’s promises, and 

operate on the basis that God cannot lie, 

that’s where faith begins. (Notice, you’ve 

just begun in faith when you pray!) Jesus 

spoke what He believed at all times, 

not just in prayer.  The word says in 

multiple places, “The just shall live by faith.” 

Faith is a lifestyle, what we are consistent-

ly believing, speaking, and acting upon that 

reveals the God kind of 

faith. It’s never a one-and-

done event. Otherwise, 

we are deceiving our-

selves.  Also, we can have 

great faith in some areas, 

but under-developed faith 

in other areas. 

 

Our minds tend toward 
what we’ve seen, felt or 

experienced. To believe 

beyond that limit, we 

must meditate on God’s 

word until we become 

fully convinced that what God promised 

He is also able to perform in, through, and 

for us (Rom 4:21). 

 

Faith that arises in our heart must link 

with words of authority coming out of our 

mouth.  At that point, our faith will be the 

servant Jesus spoke of, to do the works 

He did. 

 

Ephesians 4:15 (AMP) says, 15”But speaking 

the truth in love [in all things—both our 

speech and our lives expressing His truth], let 

us grow up in all things into Him [following 

His example] who is the Head—Christ.” 

 

Both our speech and our lives constantly 

express the truth of what we believe. 

Jesus demonstrated in His own life and in 

His teachings, if we have faith, we can 

say… and it will obey us. 

Faith 

Faith, Our Servant 

 

When Jesus told His disciples, they must 

forgive a person seven times in only a 

single day in Luke 17:4-5, they said, 

“Increase our faith.” (Ha! Ha! Can anyone 

relate?) 

 

The disciples had faith.  But they thought 

they needed an increase of the faith they 
already had in order to be THAT forgiv-

ing.  Jesus’ response shows they already 

had the faith they needed. They just had 

to use it properly.  What Jesus taught 

them was that FAITH SPEAKS with au-

thority. He said in Luke 17:6, 6… “If you 

have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to 

this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots 

and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey 

you.” He goes on to explain that our faith 

serves us just as a servant serves the 

needs of his master. 

 

In the disciples’ case, SAYING, “I forgive 

you” would be putting their faith to work 

with the words of their mouth (their ac-

tions).  2 Corinthians 4:13 says that we 

have the same spirit of faith as the patri-

archs did.  This is how the apostle Paul 

said they were to put it to work: “‘I (the 

psalmist) believed and therefore I spoke,’ 

we also believe and therefore speak.”  

 

Jesus didn’t speak by faith only to people.  

He also spoke to the following: 

 

We encourage you to join us to unite together for our National Day of Prayer on Thursday, 

May 7th at 7:00 pm via Zoom.  Instructions will be emailed out prior to our meeting.  If you 

are not on our email list & would like to be, please contact our church office at 563-285-

8080 or email us at office4cbc@gmail.com. 

National Day of Prayer 
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We’re on the web! 
www.cornerstone-eldridge.org 

Scheduled activities for the month of                                   

May have been cancelled.   
 

We hope to meet again in the month of June. 

 

During this time of social distancing, we encourage you to 

keep in contact with one another via phone or computer.   

We may not be able to physically be together, but it's 

important to reach out to encourage, uplift, & pray for 

one another. A simple phone call, text message, or email 

can brighten someone’s day more than you realize.   

 

Praying you all stay safe & healthy.   

2020 VBS - Cancelled 
Due to COVID-19, our annual VBS at Cornerstone has been 

cancelled. 

Be sure to take a few minutes to check out the weekly 

discipleship videos from our Discipleship Coordinator, Paul 

Hovey.  He will be addressing different aspects of what it 

means to be a disciple in these unique times.  They will be 

made available each week via email, the church's 

vimeo account: vimeo.com/cornerstoneia, and the church's 

Facebook page.    

Weekly Discipleship Videos 
Join Us Online Sunday Morning! 

 

Our Live Facebook Watch Party begins at 9:55 a.m. 

 

Simply go to our church website at                           

www.cornernstone-eldridge.org                                                   

and click on the campus site you wish to join. 

 

Can’t make it on Sunday? No worries, simply watch the posted 

video on our church website at your convenience. 

http://vimeo.com/cornerstoneia

