Cornerstone Connection
V O L U M E

UPCOMING
EVENTS
• Mar 1-2 “No More Perfect
Marriage” Conference
• Mar 3 AM Communion
• Mar 5 MOPS
• Mar 6 Trustee Meeting
• Mar 6 Elder/Trustee
Meeting
• Mar 7 Ladies Luncheon at
Cracker Barrel
• Mar 9 Men’s Breakfast at
CBC DeWitt Campus
• Mar 10 Daylight Savings
Time Change
• Mar 12 Young at Heart
Breakfast at Iowa Machine
Shed
• Mar 13 No AWANA; No
SOLID Youth Group
• Mar 14 Missions Meeting
• Mar 15 Food Pantry
• Mar 19 MOPS
• Mar 20 AWANA Award
Night
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective - “Encourage One Another ”
“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up,
just as you are doing… And we
urge you, brothers, admonish the
idle, encourage the fainthearted,
help the weak, be patient with
them all.” (I Thessalonians 5:11,
14)
Many of you know that my primary spiritual gift is encouragement. The Holy Spirit has given
me other ministry gifts as well,
but my preaching, teaching, shepherding and leadership gifts are
all influenced by the spiritual gift
of encouragement.
Different
pastors have different gifts or gift
mixes that will influence how
they conduct their ministry.
Our Equipped for Ministry class
defines the gift of encouragement / exhortation as “the Spiritgiven capacity and desire to serve
God by stimulating the faith and
obedience of others by giving the
application of God’s Word.” As
with the other basic motivational
gifts mentioned in Romans 12:38, this gift is a basic inward drive
that determines how we see the
needs of others and how we
approach
Christian
service.
These gifts are not just special
skills at special tasks, but rather
the eyes to see and the desire

and ability to meet certain needs.
It’s not just an ability to do a job
at church, but it’s what “makes
us tick” and determines how we
relate to others – and not just
church members, but family

This person likes to see tangible
results as people grow in maturity, health and fruitfulness. Wisdom often accompanies this gift,
and when wise advice is given, it
is expected that it will be followed.

“So the gift of
encouragement
needs to be
exercised with a
healthy dose of
words of
affirmation.”

Therein lies a potential danger
with this gift (every gift has a
potential downside). Namely,
becoming discouraged and impatient with a lack of follow thru or
progress. Exhorting people to
do better can cross the line into
discouraging people by a performance-based acceptance that
leaves people thinking that their
efforts are never quite good
enough
to
please
the
“encourager.” When exhortation is combined with impatience
and a critical spirit – it becomes
discouraging, and rather than
being motivated to try harder
and do better, others begin to
feel “what’s the point – nothing
ever pleases him – nothing is
ever good enough for him.”

members, co-workers, friends,
neighbors, etc.
The primary motivation of a
person with this gift is the motivation to encourage spiritual
growth in others. This person
delights in seeing people following steps of action toward spiritual growth, overall health and
well-being. This person likes to
see people making progress in
following steps of action to solve
problems. This person likes to
see their advice and instruction
being followed and practiced.

Of course, there is a place in our
mentoring, discipling, coaching
and parenting for holding others
accountable for following
through on action steps that
produce growth, responsibility
(continued on Page 2)

• Mar 23 Iron Sharpens Iron
Conference
• Mar 31 5th Sunday Night
of Worship

A Word From Pastor Mark
Studying the Bible is like digging a
hole that has no end. No matter
how deep you dig you never
reach the bottom. As you read
God’s Word- even after reading
it many times over- God still
reveals Himself to you. This
double edged sword never gets
dull with use.

This past week God revealed
Himself- He reminded me again
of His unfathomable love and
power through a passage I have
read many, many times. It is the
story of the demon possessed
man in Mark 5. This demon
possessed man lived one of the
most hopeless lives we see in the
Bible. He was completely under

the power of demons. These
demons kept him away from
anyone who loved him and kept
him from loving others. He was
so tormented that he was annexed to living among the tombs
of the dead. Night and day he
cried out and cut himself with
stones while walking amongst
the graves.
(continued on Page 3)
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective (continued)
and better performance. That is
the exhortation side of the gift of
encouragement. But that can be
overdone. And when it is overdone – or turns into a critical
spirit -- it becomes discouraging
and de-motivating.
We need emotional awareness
and sensitivity and emotional
intelligence to be able to discern
whether our words are having
the desired effect of motivating
someone to do better – or
whether our words are proving
to be a source of discouragement and exasperation and are
actually damaging the relationship.
So the gift of encouragement needs to be exercised
with a healthy dose of words
of affirmation. Words that
build others up rather than tearing others down. Words such as
“well done” and “good effort”
rather than “you should have
done better.” Properly exercised, the gift of encouragement
looks for the positive in others
and affirms whatever growth and
progress is taking place.
And so Paul writes “Encourage
one another and build one
another up – just as you
are doing.” Building up
one another with words of
affirmation is an important
way of encouraging one another. And notice how Paul
adds a word of affirmation
to his exhortation: Just as
you are doing. Practicing
what he preaches.
Then he goes on to say:
“Admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the
weak, be patient with them
all.” Encouragement takes different forms with different individuals in different conditions and
situations.
Admonish the idle. The idle
are those who are putting forth
no effort. The lazy. Those who
are not even trying to please or
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improve. Yes, they need to be
admonished, warned, exhorted.

patiently and with words that
encourage you and build you up?

Encourage the fainthearted.
These are the wounded, the
discouraged, the grieving, those
who are losing heart and struggling to keep going. Encourage
them. Comfort them. Instill
hope in them. Build them up.
Don’t admonish them. They
aren’t idle – they’re just hurting and
wounded and overwhelmed and
sad. They don’t need a lecture.
They don’t need additional burdensome expectations. They
don’t need more accountability
leaving them feeling inadequate
and a failure. They need unconditional love. They need comfort. They need a friend. They
need simple kindness.
They
need soothing, healing, comforting words.

“Encourage one another and
build one another up – just
as you are doing.” I believe
that one of the reasons why
Cornerstone is a healthy church
is because we have an encouraging church culture here. Yes,
there are occasions when we need
to exhort one another and hold one
another accountable and even
admonish one another. But our
church culture and normal conversations and interactions with
one another are more often
characterized by encouraging
one another, affirming one another, comforting one another,
building one another up.

Help the weak. They’re not idle
or lazy or rebellious or irresponsible.
They’re weak.
Help them.
Bear their burdens. Come alongside them. Be a source of
strength and hope for them.
Give them whatever practical
assistance they need. Don’t
admonish them. Don’t make
them feel worse about themselves than they already do. Be
kind.
Be patient with them all.
What is the first characteristic of
love mentioned in the famous I
Corinthians 13 ‘love chapter’?
Love is patient. And kind.
Two of the fruit of the Spirit. How
many marriage relationships and
parent-child relationships and
friendships and church relationships could be healed with just a
consistent application of these
two virtues: Be patient and
be kind. Yes, some are slow to
make progress. Be patient.
Don’t give up on them.
Are you more motivated to
change and grow and improve
when you are belittled and demeaned and criticized and treated harshly and impatiently – or
when you are treated kindly and

And may that also be the case in
our marriages and families.
Children thrive best in an
environment with plenty of
encouragement. Yes, there
are times when parents need to
exhort and admonish and correct and discipline and hold kids
accountable to doing what’s
expected of them. But please
don’t let your good intentions to
raise responsible, obedient kids
cross the line to becoming an
unpleasable parent who exasperates and wounds your kids by constantly raising the bar just above
where they can reach so that even
their good efforts are never quite
good enough. Too much correcting of every little flaw or mistake
or childish behavior can lead
to discouragement. Assuming
you’ve done a good job of training and correcting when the kids
were young, as kids get older,
focus on encouragement. Focus
on the relationship more than
the rules.
Encourage one another.
Whether as a spouse or parent
or teacher or coach or mentor
or friend: Encourage one
another.
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A Word From Pastor Mark (continued)
The townspeople tried to keep him
under control by binding him with
ropes or chains and shackles but the
demons were too strong and broke
the chains. D.E. Garland writes,
“The fierce strength of this demonpossessed man is reiterated in 5:4:
No one had the strength to
“subdue” him. The Greek word used
here (damazo) is used for taming a
wild animal and is better translated,
“no one was able to tame him.”
The man was a lost cause. The man
would always be left on the outskirts
of society. No chance to get married. No chance to ever be a father.
No chance to impact the world for
good. He was destined to a life of
bondage and self mutilation.
Do you know people (from your
perspective) that will never change?
They will always be this way. They
will never amount to anything good.
They will never be productive. They
will never become a Christian.
If you were to poll the townspeople
of who they thought was the greatest lost cause I would guess that the
demon possessed man would win by
a landslide. What is impossible for
man to accomplish is easy as pie for
God. By the way, I am not sure who

came up with the phrase “easy as
pie” but I don’t find making a pie
very easy do you?
By God’s design, Jesus and the disciples beach their boat in the vicinity
of the land of this demon possessed
man. The legion of demons in this
man was no match for Jesus. He is
in charge. They have no power over
Him.
What the townspeople could not do
with chains and shackles, Jesus did
with a word. He “tamed” the man’s
heart and mind and soul by commanding the demons to leave. Mark
5:15 (ESV), “And they (herdsmen)
came to Jesus and saw the demonpossessed man, the one who had
had the legion, sitting there, clothed
and in his right mind, and they were
afraid.”
The man was set free. The man
now had a life to live with so much
potential. He begged to go with
Jesus. He wanted to live the remainder of his life following the Lord who
set him free. Verse 19, “And he
(Jesus) did not permit him but said
to him, “Go home to your friends
and tell them how much the Lord
has done for you, and how he has

Message from Prayer Ministry Team,
by Bucky & Anna Marie Percuoco
Partnering with God
If God were your business partner, would you do well? You’d
probably have phenomenal results!
Well, we CAN partner with God in kingdom business. Jesus knew
this by the time He was 12 years old. (“Did you not know that I
must be about My Father’s business?” Luke 2:49)
2 Corinthians 13:14 says …the communion (partnership) of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. The same word is used in Luke 5:10
referring to James, John and Simon as “partners” in their fishing
business together.
When we pray, we are actually partnering with God’s Spirit to
bring “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on the earth as it is in
Heaven.”
Let’s partner with God in prayer throughout each day, and at
church Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights. Don’t be a silent
partner!

had mercy on you.” 20 And he went
away and began to proclaim in the
Decapolis how much
Jesus had done for him,
and everyone marveled.”
Oh the power and love
and mercy of God! No
one is a lost cause. No
one is too far gone. No
one is too difficult to
reach. God’s mercy and
power and unquenchable
love is capable of reaching the demon possessed
man and whoever else is
on your “Lost cause” list.

List
1. Person X
2. Person Y
3. Person Z

Who’s on your
“Lost Cause”
list?

In a few weeks, you will
be hearing about another
lost cause that was forever changed by the power
and love of Jesus. His
name was Saul better
known as Paul.
As Easter approaches please make
an impact list of those you will
commit to pray for and to invite to
one of our Easter services. Let’s
pray with confidence in the God
who is ALWAYS CAPABLE. Let’s
rejoice together when they come
to the saving knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Church Financial Report
Giving to the General Fund (church budget)
averaged $16,174 in February (compared to
budget of $15,550). This is excellent giving considering attendance was down a couple of Sundays due to weather. The fiscal year ends March
31, and it looks like we will have a surplus that
will be discussed and voted on at the April 28
Annual Meeting.
Thank you and God bless you for your faithful
giving to the Lord’s work at Cornerstone.

Family News
Our deepest Sympathy goes out to Mike Averweg
on the loss of his father, James.
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Pastor Drew’s Webb of Worship
I experienced something interesting
the other day. I went on Facebook
and happened to see that someone,
who no longer attends Cornerstone, intends to enlist in the Marines within the next couple weeks.
I decided to click on the comments,
expecting to see a bunch of people
congratulating him and saying they
were proud of him. And what did I
read? A bunch of people congratulating him and saying they
were proud of him!

the utmost importance to our children. I have to make a concerted
effort to tell my son I am proud of
him, even when he hasn’t necessarily
done anything to warrant such a
commendation.
I am drawn to a couple biblical examples when I consider the notion
of approval and significance not
being earned.

That’s when I was reminded
of Doctor Frank Lake and
Doctor Emil Brunner’s Cycles of Works and Grace.
In the Cycle of Works it is
all-too easy to tell my son
that I am proud of him only
when he performs well.
This young man deserves to be told
that people are proud of him, but
was no one proud of him before
that? At the root of this is the idea
that we have to perform well (Cycle
of Works) in order to receive the
love and approval we need. It
shouldn’t be the case that I only tell
my son I’m proud of him when he
has had a great basketball game,
filled with many steals, points, rebounds, and assists. Or that I’m
only proud of my daughter because
she is doing remarkably well on
violin considering she has only
played for 6 months.

The first example is from Jesus’
baptism. In Matthew 3.16-17 we
read that after Jesus was baptized
the Spirit of God descended on Him
like a dove. Then a voice came from
heaven and the Father declared
“This is my beloved Son, with whom
I am well pleased.” Jesus’ earthly
ministry hadn’t begun yet and still
the Father was proud of Him. Jesus
had acceptance with the Father, this
sustained him and gave him significance. It was then, out of this place
of significance, that Jesus was able to
minister and achieve all that the
Father had set out for Him to do.

Performance-based value, while
natural to come by, is detrimental to
our development as humans and, of

Perhaps you are thinking, well, that
was Jesus, so that doesn’t count.
Well, let’s consider the Prodigal Son

in Luke 15.11-32. The Prodigal Son
had blown all his inheritance. What
did he deserve? He deserved to be
punished, condemned for his promiscuity, foolish behavior, and lifestyle
of debauchery. In a moment of
clarity he declared 17 ... ‘How many
of my father's hired servants have
more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise
and go to my father, and I will say to
him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before
you. 19 I am no longer worthy
to be called your son. Treat
me as one of your hired servants.”’
The Prodigal Son had understood the error of his ways
and, hoping for the best, he
endeavored to serve his father.
The father gave him a party and
lavished his love on this son, whom
he had lost, but was now found.
You would expect he’d have had the
riot act read to him, yet the moment was full of celebration and joy.
I want to be like that father, lavishing
love and acceptance on others, even
when they don’t deserve it. Of
course, I’m not talking about approving sin. Sin is still sin and often
carries with it consequences, but
love is empowering. When I show
my love and acceptance for someone else it speaks to them and beckons them to walk in that love, just as
God first loved us.

Couples Save The Date!
Tired of trying to achieve perfection or not feeling like you are living up to the ideas of
what a perfect marriage should be? Come join us and hear what experts Mark & Jill
Savage have to say about marriage and the realities of what a marriage is, not what we
think it should be. Spend time learning, laughing, relaxing, sharing, & fellowshipping
with other couples just like you.
Sign up today for the No More Perfect Marriages event on March 1-2, held at Cornerstone Eldridge’s campus and make this the year you moved the needle on your marriage! The event runs Friday 6:30-8:30pm and Saturday 9am-4pm, with food provided.
Overnight and commuter options are available. Registration info available
at cornerstone-eldridge.org! See Scott and Teresa Bivens with questions.
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Pastor Steffan’s Reckless Obedience
Have I ever led someone to Jesus?
I am well into my third decade as a
Christian. I know many Christians. I
have now served for two years as a pastor. I know the gospel. I know the Roman Road.
I know Jesus. But do I know the way to
him well enough to lead others?
Although I am no Pastor Scott, I have
gotten lost on more than one occasion.
One such occasion was in Podgorica,
Montenegro.1 As I left the hotel, I was
certain I knew the way to my destination.
But one hour into a fifteen-minute trip, I
realized that I was lost. And it is not just
in foreign countries that I struggle. Recently, I drove past the same group of
kids four times when trying to get out of
Park View. And it was not like they did
not notice as my truck does not really
“blend.” It was embarrassing.
What if I similarly get lost leading someone to Jesus?
The trip sounds so daunting. “You must
lead someone to Jesus because their
eternal destiny is at stake.” Do I have
what it takes to lead someone on such a
trip? I am not even sure what to pack.
Do we bring food, or will there be places
to stop along the way?
Looking for help, I googled “how to lead
someone to Jesus.” Most of the results
were differing versions of the “sinner’s
prayer” (Although one site claimed that
Jesus could be found at a small, organic,
farm just outside of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, it even included a map. Who
knew?). Other results outlined the Roman Road.2 But if the Roman Road was
the way to Jesus, how did people find him
before Paul wrote the book of Romans?
Have I ever led someone to Jesus? It is a
good question.
If I am to lead someone to Jesus, I first
have to know where he is. The Bible
tells me that Jesus is in heaven, seated at
the right hand of God the Father. But it
also tells me that Jesus is the way to God
the Father. So, he is both in heaven and
the way to heaven? I am not sure I understand how this helps me in leading
others to him.

Let me step back for a moment and get
my bearings. If I know Jesus (which I most
definitely do, I mean, I talk to him every
day), someone must have led me to him
way back when…when I was living in
South Florida. Maybe that is the key. To
lead someone to Jesus one must begin the
journey in Hialeah … or was it Miami
Gardens? It was so long ago I do not
really remember where the journey started. And if I am not sure where the journey begins, how can I be expected to lead
others on the same path?
Then again, I think back in my life and do
not ever recall going anywhere with anyone to meet Jesus. Sure, I went to a few
churches here and there, but Jesus was
never present in any of them. So, if I never recall going anywhere to meet him,
how did I come to know him?
Have I ever led someone to Jesus? Did
someone lead me to Jesus? Perhaps those
are the wrong questions.
I do not think anyone ever led me to Jesus. And at no time in my pre-Christian
life did I ever seek him out, whether
alone, with a friend, or in a group. Never.
No, I did not “come to Christ.” Rather, I
would suggest, Christ came to me. As I
look back over my life, I see it time and
again. Times when he stepped into my life
to encourage me, to care for me, to comfort me, to protect me. And more often
than not, those times when he stepped
into my life, he did so in the form of one
of his disciples. A neighbor. A friend. A
co-worker. A complete stranger. No, I
did not come to Jesus, Jesus came to me.
Have I ever led someone to Jesus? I do
not know.
As strange as it may sound, one of the
highlights of my honeymoon3 with Sandy
were the many opportunities to introduce
her to others as my wife. “This is my
wife, Sandy, have you met her yet?” It
brought me joy then, and it continues to
bring me joy today. Because I know her,
love her, and have been so blessed by her,
I want others to know her as well. “Have
you met my wife?”
I never feared that someone would
me something about her that I did
know … and there was much I did
know about her those first few years.

ask
not
not
But

I still wanted others to meet her, to
know her. So, I would ask, “do you
know my wife, Sandy?’ If not, I would tell
them about her. I would tell them what I
knew. And if they asked me something
about her that I did not know, I would
simply reply, “I do not know, but I am
going to find out.” And I would find out.
I would talk with her. I would spend
time with her to learn more about her.
And with those that I loved the most, my
family, my close friends, I did everything I
could to facilitate a personal introduction. To not introduce those I cared for
the most to the woman I loved the most
never even crossed my mind. Why
wouldn’t I want them to know about the
person that changed the course of my
life?
Have I ever led someone to Jesus? I do
not know.
Have I ever introduced someone to
Christ? Now that is an entirely different
question.
As disciples, every word we speak, every
action we take, are opportunities to introduce others to the risen Christ. He is
present in every room that we are in and
part of every conversation that we have
– for his very Spirit dwells within us.
Because he is in us, and we are with
them, so also is he with them.
Truth be told, we do not need extensive
training, or expensive programs, to share
the name of Jesus. We simply need to
ask, “Do you know Jesus?” If the answer
is “yes,” rejoice. If the answer is “no,”
share what you know, share your experiences, share his love.
Because we know him, love him, and
have been so blessed by him, how can we
not want others to experience the same?
1

It is a real place, look it up.

2

Romans 1:20-21, 3:23, 6:23, 5:8, 10:9-10,
10:13
3

Note: one of the highlights, not the
highlight.
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Carolyn McMurrin

Heather Quiroz

Bella Brewer

31

25

24

18
Adriana Graham
Jay & Kathy Wilke

27
Kris Mohr
Seth Porter
Annabella VonMuenster

Tim Doty
Erika Kaiser
Lee Swanson

20 Ginny Carter

Chad & Tiffany Guge

Abby Nass
Lynda Yoder

Kathy Doty
Marilyn Wilson

28

21
Luke Bullock
Julie Tingle

Ava Hagedorn
Hattie Hagedorn

14

Angela Rhodes

Carolyn Bjustrom

13

7

6

26

19
Nathan Ervin
Sandy Stanley

Pat Gainer

17

12
Drew Bjustrom
Diana Senkbile

11

10

5

Carolyn Keppy
Renae Mohr

4
Mike Crouch
Cale Curry
Blake Wheaton

3

Mike Wheeler

Zach Allbrook
Nancy Hagge
Susan McCloy
Paula Mess
Dylan Orcutt
Tony Rupe

29

22
Liam Biehl
Rowen Biehl
Jon Halstead

15

Deb Kroeger

8

Karlee Ambrosy
Emma Cunninham
Dennis Glew
Tom & Tracy Cunningham

1

Amy Stevens

30

Justin Jorgensen

23

Sarah Payton

16

Jacob Schwartzhoff

9

Val Van Ee

2
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME

AM Communion
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DWT)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)

10
Nurse Office Open
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
DeWitt Potlu ck Luncheon
17

7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
24 Nurse Office Open
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
6:00 pm DeWitt Youth Night
31 7:45-8:1 0 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
6:00 pm 5th Sunday Nig ht of Worship

4

11
North Scott Spring Break
(March 11-15)

18

DeWitt Spring Break
(18-22)
Annual Report Articles Due

25

5

8:45-10:45 am MOPS
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

12
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
9:00 am Young at Heart
Breakfast as Iowa Machine
Shed

19

8:45-10:45 am MOPS
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

26
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
Newsletter Articles Due

6 6:3 0 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:00 pm AWANA
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
7:00 pm SOLID Youth
7:45 pm Trustee Meetin g
8:30 pm Elder/Trustee Meeting (E)

13
6:30 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
No AWANA
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
No SOLID Youth
20
6:30 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:00 pm AWANA Award Night
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
7:00 pm SOLID Youth
27
6:30 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
7:00 pm SOLID Youth

7
9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
meet at Green Thumbers
11:3 0 am Ladies Luncheon at
Cracker Barrel
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in ROCK

14

6:30-8:30 pm “No More
Perfect Marriage”
Conference

1

9

8:30 am-4:00 pm “No More
Perfect Marriage”
Conference

2

16

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast at
CBC DeWitt Campus

8

15

29

22

7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

30

8:00 am Iron Sharpens Iron
Men’s Conference
9:30 am Baby Shower for
Megan Knight

23

9:30-11:00 am Food Pantry 7:00 am Men’s Study - DWT
9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216
meet at Green Thumbers
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in ROCK
7:00 pm Missions Meeting
21
9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
meet at Green Thumbers
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in ROCK
28
9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
meet at Green Thumbers
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in ROCK
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March
Food Pantry
Items
“Pasta & Side
Dishes”

Please place
donated items
on the cart
outside the
nursery.
Thank you!

Cornerstone Kids’ Connection, by Sandy Nass, DOCM
Eat This Book Challenge: We are in
week four of our Bible reading challenge. Parents, I hope your kids’
love and appetite for God’s Word is
beginning to grow. Please, be excited for your kids and take every
opportunity to share your support,
recognize their efforts, and celebrate their progress! They need
your affirmation and to see you
beaming with joy when you find
them reading their Bibles.
And know this - your example is the
#1 factor that shapes your child’s
relationship with the Bible. Let
them SEE you spending time in
God’s Word. Just as it’s important
for husbands and wives to show
tenderness and affection towards
each other in front of your children,
it’s also important for dads and
moms to show affection towards
God’s Word in front of your children. If you don’t have a Bible reading plan of your own, use the ETB
plan; it may spark some great spiritual conversations.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

April 5-6
April 14
April 18
April 19
April 21
April 28
May 2
May 5
June 10-14

VBS: Cornerstone will host VBS
June 10-14. Deb Halstead has taken
over the planning and coordinating
this year and will be in touch with all
our superstar volunteers in the upcoming weeks. We look forward to
another fantastic, fruitful week in
2019!
Sunday School: Cornerstone Eldridge
opened a 2-year-old Sunday school
class the last weekend in February
as we now have several kids that
age. We’ll be focusing on learning
some basic truths about God
and memorizing some foundational Bible verses. (And
learning to sit in chairs, follow the instructions of the
teacher, and share crayons:)

AWANA: AWANA clubs will finish
up on March 21st with awards night
and the pinewood derby. It’s been a
great year. A special thanks to the
many men who responded to the
call to serve last fall as we were
studying Experiencing God.
What a blessing it is to see God at
work in children’s ministries at Cornerstone! May He continue to bless
us as we raise the coming generation to know Him!

Children’s Church:
Cornerstone DeWitt has shifted our
Children’s Church towards preschool/early elementary age as we
continue to add families with younger kids to our congregation.

SOLID Youth Group Trip — Ignite Conference
Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday Worship Service at CBC DeWitt Campus
Good Friday Service at St. Ann’s Catholic Church
Easter Sunday—Special Fellowship Hour, No ABF or Sunday School Classes
5:00 pm Communion Worship Service, Potluck Supper, & Annual Meeting
National Day of Prayer
SERVE Fest Sunday
VBS

TTI Disciples Making Disciples Training
The next TTI Disciples Making Disciples training class at CBC-Eldridge will start March 31. Pastor Scott leads this
class in ROCK 212 during the ABF hour (9:45 – 10:30). The class will run through the spring and summer. This
class is open to all youth as well as to adults.
This training is designed to equip you to share your faith, lead others to Christ, disciple them in their faith, and mentor them to become disciple-makers also. This training is a key component in equipping all Cornerstone members and
attenders to participate in fulfilling the vision: Every Christ-follower a disciple; every disciple a disciple-maker.
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Upcoming S.O.L.I.D. Youth Events
•
•
•
•
•

March 13th No SOLID — Spring Break
March 20th Missions Trip Registration Deadline ($100 non-refundable payment)
April 5-6th - Overnight trip to Chicago for Ignite Youth Conference
May 5 ServeFest
June 24-29 SOLID Missions Trip to Radcliff , Kentucky

Wednesday Night Youth Service
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We’re on the web!
www.cornerstone-eldridge.org

A Weekend to Remember Marriage Conference
It’s time to schedule a Weekend to Remember for yourself and your
spouse. Even if you’re a happily married couple, there is always something you can improve on.

“Are you achin for some bacon?”
Come join us at The Machine Shed for a
home cooked, farm fresh Iowa breakfast!

When: March 12th
Time: 9:00 a.m.

•
•

Chicago - Oak Brook: March 29-31
Chicago - Lincolnshire April 12-14

Always register under our group name - CornerstoneBaptist - to insure
scholarship credit for those in need. For more information AND to
receive a discount, contact Scott or Teresa Bivens:
bivstikk@netins.net.

Hope to see you there!!
MARCH 10TH

Come and join us on Sunday Mornings!

Family Sunday
School Opportunities
Worship Services

CBC Eldridge
775 E Le Claire Rd

CBC DeWitt
320 2nd Street

9:45 am

8:45 am

8:15 & 10:45 am

10:00 am

