Cornerstone Connection
V O L U M E

UPCOMING
EVENTS
June 2 AM Communion
June 2 Equipped for
Ministry Class
June 5 Night at the Ballpark
June 6 Ladies Luncheon at
Tasty Café
June 9 Pentecost Sunday
June 9-14 Pine Lake Jr
Camp (gr 3-5)
June 10-14 VBS
June 12 SOLID Mission
Team Training
June 12 Elder Meeting
June 13 SOLID Step Up
Night
June 15 Trustee Meeting
June 16 Baby Bottles Due
June 16 Father’s Day
June 16-21 Pine Lake Teens
Camp (gr 6-8)
June 18 Young at Heart —
Old Capital Tour &
Luncheon in Iowa City
June 23 SOLID Luncheon
June 23-28 Pine Lake High
Teens Camp (gr 9-12)
June 24-29 SOLID Mission
Trip to Kentucky
June 30-July 3 Pine Lake
Primary Camp (gr 1-2)
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective —“Grace vs. Tolerance”
No one in today’s world wants
to be considered “judgmental.”
For many people today, calling
certain sins “sin” is considered
hate speech. Even candidates for
political office or judicial appointments are being asked questions
like,
“Do
you
consider
________ to be sinful?” And of
course, the politically correct
answer is “No.” Regardless of
what the Bible says.
The assumption is that if someone regards a certain behavior to
be sinful, then that person must
hate all persons committing that
sin. This is especially true with
regard to sinful behaviors associated with the LGBTQ lifestyle.
But it applies in other areas as
well. The underlying assumption is
that sin means condemnation. To
call a behavior sinful is to judge
and condemn and hate that person.
The cultural solution to that
problem is Tolerance – understood as accepting both the person and their behavior (one requires the other according to
modern notions of tolerance).
Disapproving of someone’s behavior is equated with condemning and hating that person.
Therefore, to be a compassionate and loving and decent human
being, one must convey approval

of all such behavior. In many
cases, such “tolerant” people are
well-meaning and are trying to
be kind. But they have bought
into the notion that being kind to
a person requires approving of
their behavior.

“The Cross
severed the
link between
sin and
condemnation.”
What would happen if parents
adopted that philosophy: being
kind to my children means tolerating and approving of all their behavior? Would that be wise – or
loving? When certain behaviors
are harmful – either to that person or to others – is it loving to
encourage that behavior?
Do we believe that God is wise
and loving – and that behaviors
He calls sinful are wrong because
they are harmful – or do we
know better today?
Equating tolerance with acceptance and approval of all be-

havior leads to a dilemma: we
must choose between being kind
and being truthful. The truth is:
some behaviors are wrong and
harmful and yes, sin. But if sin is
linked to condemnation, then
calling sin “sin” means condemning and hating the person committing that sin. Therefore, to
be kind, one must not judge or
disapprove of the behavior.
Some people call that grace. But
it is not grace; it is worldly tolerance. What do we mean when
we speak of the grace of God?
Do we mean that God does not
judge sinful behavior? Do we
mean that God has changed his
mind as to which behaviors are
sinful? Are behaviors that are
listed as sinful in both the Old
and New Testaments no longer
sinful because our culture now
says so? Do we need to become
more grace-full than God is?
Jesus said (John 16:8) the Holy
Spirit (Paraclete) convicts the world
concerning sin and righteousness
and judgment.
Three taboo
words in our culture:
sin,
righteousness, judgment. Is
the Holy Spirit therefore antigrace? Surely a God of grace
would have nothing to do with
judging people guilty of sin?
Surely a God of grace could
(continued on Page 2)

A Word From Pastor Mark
Over 15 years ago we started
teaching Christian Life and Service Seminars. Four classes that
took each Christian around the
bases. We covered membership,
maturity, ministry and mission.
These were helpful classes that
equip you to become “a home
run Christian.” Great classes

and yet not everyone went
through them.
A few years ago we decided to
do something different. Our
goal was to provide the CLASSes
so that you could complete all
four in one year. However, that
was much more difficult to ac-

complish as dates didn’t always
work for those interested in
taking it.
We could keep trying the same
thing hoping for a different result
but that was not wise. Instead,
we changed how we teach the
material.
(continued on Page 3)
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective (continued)

accept us in love without requiring righteousness on our part?
Surely convicting the world of
sin, righteousness and judgment
would be antithetical to
therefore Grace?

Romans 8:1 — “There is
now no condemnation for those
Antithetical to Tolerance,
who are in Christ Jesus.”

yes; antithetical to Grace,
no. Why? Because of the
Gospel truth that the
Cross severs the connection between sin and condemnation.
“There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus… By sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh
and for sin, he condemned sin in
the flesh, in order that the righteous
requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us…” (Romans 8)
The God of the Old Testament –
and the Mosaic Covenant – is
the same God as the God of
grace revealed in the New Testament – the New Covenant.
What changed is the Cross. The
Cross changes everything. The
Cross severed the link between sin and condemnation.
What are some of the implications of that wonderful Gospel
truth?
1. There is therefore now no
condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus. All our sin
was justly condemned once and
for all when Jesus bore our sins
in his body on the Cross. Therefore, it would be unjust for God
to punish us for sins that have
already been punished at the
Cross.
2. God is just in extending
His mercy and forgiveness
and grace to us. He does not
condemn US, but He has condemned SIN at the Cross. God
does not waive the penalty for
sin -- the penalty was paid in the
death of His Son. God does not
wave a magic wand over our sin
and guilt and pronounce us forgiven and righteous when in fact
we have all sinned and broken
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His laws. The Cross was the ultimate demonstration of God's love
AND God's Justice. Grace is NOT
tolerance. God does not tolerate
sin -- He condemns it. But Jesus'
sin-bearing death absorbed that
punishment so that there is now
no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus.
3. Because the link between sin
and condemnation has been
broken, we can be honest
about our sins. We can come
clean. We can confess our sins.
We can agree with God that
what He calls sin, is in fact sin.
Sin is still sin, but sin no longer
carries with it any condemnation.
There is a remedy for sin:
the Cross of Jesus Christ.
Therefore we can own our sin
without being weighed down
with shame.
4. Because the link between sin
and condemnation has been
broken, therefore when we
call sin "sin," that does NOT
mean that we are condemning those committing that
sin (ourselves or others). The
world connects sin with condemnation. To call a certain
behavior "sin" is to condemn that
person. No. The Cross severs that
link.
5. Sin is still sin and is still
bad for us. Sin no longer means
condemnation, but there are still
negative and harmful consequences for sin. God's laws are
established in love and wisdom.
For our good - and the good of
others. When we violate His
laws and break His commandments, we suffer the consequences -- and so do others. It is
NOT loving to encourage people
to continue in their sin. When
we exhort people we love to
stop sinning -- humbly looking to
ourselves and our sins first -- we
are not doing so to condemn
them, but rather to lead them
away from self-destructive choices.

6. God no longer counts our
sins against us. Sin is still sin
and sin is real. But Jesus took care
of our sin problem at the Cross. So
now, it is not sin that separates
us from God; it is our refusal to
come to God through Christ
that alienates us from God. ALL
sins can be forgiven. ALL sindebts have in fact already been
paid in full by Jesus. There is NO
sin so sinful that can keep us from
experiencing the love of God. We
just need to repent of our rebellious ways and accept the grace
and forgiveness and righteousness that are offered to us in
Jesus Christ.
7. The Holy Spirit convicts
us of sin – not to condemn
us – but to lead us to repentance, forgiveness, cleansing,
freedom and wholeness at the
Cross of Christ. That is love.
Grace does not deny sin or rationalize sin or excuse sin or
celebrate sin. Grace acknowledges sin as harmful and then
leads us to the Cross of Christ
to find forgiveness and cleansing
and freedom. God doesn’t merely
tolerate us when we sin. He lavishes His heart-transforming grace
upon us so that we can live as free
men and women under His blessing.
Biblical grace is far superior
to worldly tolerance. Biblical
grace applies the truth of the
Gospel to the reality of our
sin. Tolerance leaves us in our
sin -- lacking the assurance of
God’s acceptance, whatever
society may say. Grace confronts
us with our sin – but then leads us
to the Cross of Christ. Grace
assures us that the Cross has
broken the link between sin
and condemnation. Grace
assures us of God’s love and
forgiveness and acceptance –
all based on Jesus’ death and
resurrection, not on our
inadequate
performance.
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus.” Amen.
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A Word From Pastor Mark (continued)
CLASS 101- Blueprint for Membership was the most attended class
because we could offer it more consistently and it was required to join
the church. Once you would take
this class it gave you the green light
to be able to get baptized and/or join
the church.
CLASS 201- Blueprint for Maturity
was like you were drinking from a
fire hose. Lots of information in a
short amount of time. Great material was forgotten or lost because the
material was so exhaustive.
CLASS 301- Blueprint for Ministry
was the class most people wanted to
get into because it brought great
insight into their SHAPE- Spiritual
gifts, heart, abilities, personality and
experiences. But before learning
about your spiritual gifts in CLASS
301 you had to take CLASS 201.
The sequence was a good idea but
again the issue of schedules greatly
impacted people from getting
through CLASS 301.
CLASS 401- Blueprint for Mission
saw few people graduate from it.
Great material but not a lot were
able to be encouraged and equipped
by it. In the last few years TTI has
come on the scene. Much of what
was taught in CLASS 401 is taught in
TTI. What will help our people

become encouraged and equipped
more effectively? One class that
lasts 3.5 hours or many classes over
several months? The latter for sure.
Here is how these CLASSes have
changed we believe for the better:
Little has changed with CLASS 101.
We still teach it. This class is still
required to get baptized or join the
church. It’s still a one-time 3.5 hour
class.
But it is now called
“Membership Class.”
CLASS 201 is no longer being offered in a sequence. Because there
is so much helpful material to digest
we are moving it to an elective over
the summer. Pastor Drew will be
teaching it in ELD and my team of
adult teachers will be teaching it in
DWT. The class is called “Growing
in Spiritual Maturity.” It is exciting
to go deeper into many excellent
topics. For example, understanding
emotionally healthy spirituality, the
believer’s responsibility to grow,
God’s motivation for change & Who
I am in Christ, renewing the mind &
habit of spending time with God (go
over what a Quiet time looks like)
to name a few. It is going to be a
wonderful summer of growing spiritually.

Since there is no longer a sequence
between 101-401, once someone
takes the Membership class and
joins the church they can take
CLASS 301. CLASS 301 is now
called “Equipped for Ministry”
taught by Pastor Scott and Ryan
Trotter. They are offering it on
June 2nd at 4:00 p.m. in ELD. I
would encourage you to take this
class if you are a member.
CLASS 401 is no longer being offered. We have transitioned to
offering TTI as a better option of
encouraging and equipping you to
make disciples who make disciples.
Though we no longer teach this
sequence I hope you will take the
Membership Class and join the
church. I hope you will take Growing in Spiritual Maturity over the
summer and get into the Equipped
for Ministry class. And when TTI is
offered and you have not experienced it, join the class and watch
God encourage and equip you to
become a disciple
maker.

Equipped for Ministry — June 2
Our next Equipped for Ministry class (formerly known as CLASS 301) is scheduled for Sunday,
June 2, 2019, from 4:00 - 7:30 p, in room 216 at our Eldridge campus.
As Pastor Scott recently preached, at Cornerstone we believe every member is a minister. The
Equipped for Ministry class enables believers to uncover their unique S.H.A.P.E. (spiritual gifts,
heart, abilities, personality, and experience) - an important step towards understanding your
place and purpose in service to God at Cornerstone as we work together to fulfill the vision:
Every Christ-follower a disciple; every disciple a disciple-maker. This class is taught by
Pastor Scott and Ryan Trotter.
If you are interested in attending, please sign-up using the link below, or in the foyer at either
campus.
Dinner and childcare will be provided. Church membership is the only prerequisite for this
course.
Link to sign up online: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A044BABAE22A5F94-equipped

Do you have the
RIGHT tools?
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Pastor Drew’s Webb of Worship
At the end of the book of Ecclesiastes King Solomon sums up our
earthly life. His final take away, after
his jaded time on earth, is this: “The
end of the matter; all has been
heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the
whole duty of man.” He
has seemingly taken all that
was previously known of
the Law and distilled it
down to fearing God and
keeping His commandments.
Then in Matthew 22 a
Lawyer from the Pharisees
asked Jesus a question,
hoping to tangle Him up in
the Law. His question was “Which
is the great commandment in the
Law?” Jesus responded in verses 37
-39: “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.
This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Paraphrased: love God and love
people.
How do we reconcile the apparent
differences between these passages?
First of all, let’s look at the 10 commandments. They can be split up
into 2 groups or tablets. The first
tablet consists of the first 4 commandments and address how we
relate to and love God. The second
tablet is made up of commandments
5-10 and relates to how we treat
others.
Loving God well means that we have
no other gods in our lives, remove

idols, treat His name properly, and
keep a day of Sabbath rest each
week. Loving others well means
honoring father and mother, not
committing murder or adultery; no
stealing, lying, or coveting. These
are basic ways to show our respect
to others, or you might even say to
show our love for others.
The problem lies in how we actually
love people? Where does this love
come from? Love for others does
not simply flow from our own
selves. To love others we need to
have a source inspiring us to love. I
think if we step back and look at the
10 commandments themselves we
find the source of that love. The
decalogue does not start with us
loving people, it starts with us loving
God. It is telling to consider the fact
we are first called to love God.
Our love for God is spelled out in
the Shema, a passage from Deuteronomy 6 that was used daily in the
prayer lives of the Jewish people.
Deuteronomy 6.5 reads: “You shall
love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul
and with all your might.”
The
Israelites were well-familiar with the
Shema and what God had called
them to. To be quasi-successful at
loving God in this manner meant
their lives would have been
profoundly impacted.

Solomon understood humanity’s
duty: Fear God and keep His commandments. By fearing God, having
reverence, awe, respect, and worship for the Almighty God our lives
will be impacted. Our love for God
and others will be demonstrated
when we keep the commandments
God has given us, not in a spirit of
self-righteous piety, but rather, in a
spirit of humble worship to God.
Jesus obviously knew what He was
saying when He summed everything
up in loving God and loving people.
The Pharisees had lost their way,
hoping they could be found pure
because they had been diligent to
keep the commandments.
The
problem was they were not in love
with God, they were in love with
their own self-righteousness, this
gave them a platform to judge all
others and their actions. When we
are truly in love with God then humility comes to us and His compassion flows through us.

Loving God with all my heart, soul,
and might would serve as the basis
for the rest of my life. If I am able
to love God with the entirety of my
being then I can only imagine that
my capacity to treat and love others
well would be greatly increased. By

Church Financial Report
Giving to the General Fund (church budget) for May averaged $14,943 per week compared to new budget of
$16,350. We are in good financial condition with a healthy
checking account since we finished the past fiscal year so
strong.
Thank you for your faithful support of the Lord’s work at
Cornerstone.
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loving God with all that I am, then I
am equipped to love the poor, the
broken, the sinner, the immigrant,
sexually outcast, and the unborn.
God’s love, when I love Him well,
flows through me, transforms me,
and then enables me to demonstrate
that same love to others. Left to my
own devices I am incapable of loving
others well, but through God’s empowering my life is transformed.

CONNECTION

New Memberships
Sharon Alexander became a new CBC
member during the month of May.
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Pastor Steffan’s Reckless Obedience
Our vision – Every Christ-follower a
disciple; every disciple a disciple-maker.
Our Mission – To worship God, proclaim
Christ, and develop fully devoted followers of Jesus who will extend his love to
others.
This article is the third in my four-part
series concerning Cornerstone’s core
values. To date, we have covered ChristCentered Relationships and Biblical
Grace and Truth. This month…
Core value #3 – Spirit-filled Living:
“Because the Holy Spirit is the source of
our victory, we respond to him with lives
that are empowered by, and exhibit the
fruit of, the Holy Spirit. In the power of
the Spirit we proclaim God’s truth, we
pray, we serve, we worship in song, and
we love God with all that we are.”
What is the single most distinguishing
mark of a Christian? What is it that
makes the Christian life different from
that of the non-Christian? What drives
us? What transforms us? What empowers us?
Is it that we gather together on a weekly
basis in celebration? Is it that we desire
to know the God we worship through
prayer and a study of our Holy Scriptures? So also do people of other faiths.
Is it that we love and care for the “least
of us” through giving and selfless acts of
service? Is it that we band together to
accomplish what we never could on our
own? So also do many secular volunteer
organizations.

So, what is it that distinguishes us? What
do we, as those who have “confessed with
our mouths and believed in our hearts,”
have that no one else does?
The Spirit of God, of course. That which
makes the Christian life different than any
other is the reality that the very creator

Spirit-filled
Living

and sustainer of the universe dwells within
us. Please do not miss this. As a disciple
of Christ, the Spirit of Christ LIVES
WITHIN US. The God who made us,
who then became one of us, now lives in
us. He did not simply save us then leave
us (to fend for ourselves). He saved us
and is now and forever with us.
This is the same Spirit that turned water
into wine, healed the sick, gave sight to
the blind, and raised Jesus from the dead.
Again – the Spirit of Christ lives within us.
Please, take a moment to reflect on this.
The reality of the indwelling of the Spirit
simply blows me away. Who am I that
God himself dwells within me? And if the
power of God is available to me, why do I
so often try to live my life in my own
power, on my own terms?

The Holy Spirit is the source of our victory over death. It is the resurrection
power of the Spirit that raised Jesus from
the dead. Living now to never die again.
It is the resurrection power of the Spirit
that will one day raise us from the dead,
to become just like Christ, to ever dwell
with Christ.
The Holy Spirit is the source of our victory in this life. Through the Spirit we
are empowered to live a life marked by
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol. By the Spirit we are comforted
in times of need. In the power of the
Spirit we pray, we serve, we overcome
evil and are freed from bondage to sin.
By the Spirit we share the truth of the
gospel – setting captives free and turning
the world upside down. By the power of
the Spirit we grow in faith and in our
relationship with the God who created
us.
It is the Spirit that enables us to live a life
of reckless obedience.
At Cornerstone we value the place and
purpose of the Spirit in the life of a believer. We affirm that we are called to
“walk in the Spirit” day by day. That we
are to yield to our will to His will, to
follow His lead, to allow Him to exert his
influence and control over us.
A Spirit-filled life is a Christ-centered life
that will bring glory to God and goodness
to us. May we ever be a Spirit-filled
church.

Women’s Ministry Summer Bible Studies
SAVE THE DATE! Cornerstone Women's Summer Bible Study is right around the corner! We will be doing
Armor of God, a seven week bible study by Priscilla Shirer. Sign-ups will be June 2nd and 9th
following morning church services.
There will be three classes to choose from:
Monday evenings, 7:00-8:30 pm, June 17 - July 29, Cornerstone Eldridge
Tuesday mornings, 9:00-10:30 am, June 18 - July 30, Cornerstone Eldridge (Childcare provided)
Tuesday evenings, 7:00-8:30 pm, July 9 - August 20, Cornerstone DeWitt (NOTICE DELAYED START DATE)
Cost: $20, includes workbook
**If you need childcare for the morning bible study, there will be a flat $40 fee which will cover childcare for
children up to age 10 as well as your bible study workbook.
Email Deana Trotter at deanatrotter@mchsi.com if you have any questions.
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Kelly Orcutt
Destiny Wheeler

24

23

30

Richard & Trudi Clark
Dennis & Melanie Glew
Marvin & Dawnetta Van Ee Ray & Sharon Greving
Adam & Laura Kuster
Alan & Lynda Yoder
Mike & Betsy Loehr

17

Trenten Doty
Gabe Eliasen

26

Olivia Adkisson
Rob & Connie Beer

19

Dan McElhiney
Steve & Caralyn Butler

12

Steve & Val Scull

5

Steve & Marianna VonMuenster Don Tee
Rebekah Yoder

25

Scott Bivens
Amelia Chapman
Cari Jorgensen

18

Cooper Jorgensen
Charlotte Lotz

Dale & Tresha Ambrosy

11

Blake Hasenmiller
Cherie Henningsen

Don Halterman

Tyler Biehl

4

10

Larry Bjustrom
Fred Tingle
Patrick & Suzy Gainer

3

16

9

nowski

Philip & Adriana Graham
Dereck & Erica Kaiser
Victor & Michelle Sos-

2

7

Pat Hansen

27

Brent Bullock
Deb Luett
Rod & Heather Perrin

20

13

29

Dawsyn Snyder
Andy & Kendra Ervin

22

15

Savannah Senkbile

Grace Gainer

8

Michelle Connor
Mike & Carol Hartbecke
Hope Hansel
Rodrigo & Heather Quiroz

28

Wayne Hansen
Tyler & Rachel Biehl
Cory & Becky Waack

21

Jim & Lavonne Skadal

Scott Carlson
Val Scull

14

Kaelyn Biehl
Teagan Ramsey
Shane Gehring
Don & Leigh Tee
Erika Keppy
Ainsley Ramsey
Lee Randall
Micah Webb
Don & Joyce Halterman

6

Nancy Dengler
Victor Sosnowski
Jerry & Iva Carter
Emery & Brittney Davis
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2 AM Communion
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
4:00-7:30 pm Equip ped for Ministry
9 Nurse’s Office Open
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
Pine Lake Jr Camp (gr 3-5)
16 Father’s Day
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
Pine Lake Teens Camp (gr 6-8)
Baby Bottles Due

23 Nurse’s Office Open
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
12:1 5 pm SOLID Luncheon
Pine Lake High Teens (gr 9-12)
30 7:45-8:1 0 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)

4

11

6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

8:45-11:30 am VBS

3

10

18

6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

9:00-10:30 am Women’s Bible
Study, room 216

25

6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
7:00 pm SOLID Leadership Mtg

9:00 am Young at Heart —
Old Capital Tour &
Luncheon in Iowa City
9:00-10:30 am Women’s Bible
Study, room 216

6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

8:45-11:30 am VBS

17
7:00-8:30 pm Women’s
Bible Study, room 216

24

SOLID Mission Trip to
Kentucky (24-29)
7:00-8:30 pm Women’s
Bible Study, room 216

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
11:3 0 am Ladies Luncheon at
Tasty Café
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in ROCK

6

6:30 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:35 pm Night at the Ballpark
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)

13

5

12

20

8:45-11:30 am VBS
6:30 am Men meet @
6:00 pm SOLID Step Up Night
Tasty Café, Eldridge
8:45-11:30 am VBS
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
7:00 pm SOLID Mission Team
Training
8:30 pm Elder Meeting

19

27

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
6:30 am Men meet @
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in ROCK
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)

26

7

14
8:45-11:30 am VBS

1

7:00 am Men’s Study - DWT
7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

8

15

22

7:00 am Men’s Study - DWT
7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216
7:30 am Trustee Meeting

21

29

7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

28

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
6:30 am Men meet @
9:30-11:00 am Food Pantry
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in ROCK
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
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June
Food Pantry
Items
“Side dishes,
boxed
potatoes,
rice & pasta”
Please place
donated items
on the cart
outside the
nursery.
Thank you!

Cornerstone Kids’ Connection, by Sandy Nass, DOCM
VBS, Cornerstone’s biggest outreach
of the year, is June 10-14. Please,
please, please be in prayer for the
kids that are attending and hearing
about Jesus, many for the first time,
and SO MANY coming from HARD
situations. I’m always amazed at the
number of vulnerable kids living
right here in our community. Pray
they will understand they were created by God, in His image, for a
unique purpose, that they are loved
by God to the point that He sent
His son to die for them, that He will
always be with them to comfort
them, guide them, and to rescue
them. Please also pray for our
church kids who have heard the
gospel multiple times, that they will
experience God in a new way that
will cause them to fall more deeply
in love with Him. Pray for safety.
Pray for our volunteers to truly be

the hands and feet of Jesus, that we
will see Him do amazing things and
fall more deeply in love with Him,
ourselves. Pray for Deb Halstead as
she leads VBS for the first time.
Pray for our teachers: AnnaMarie
Percuoco, Michelle Sosnowski, Paul
Hovey, Rebekah Arana Nigh, Abby
Nass, Teresa Bivens, and Pastor
Steffan, that each will be Holy Spirit
filled as they develop and present
their lessons. Pray for our Master
of Ceremonies, John Hawley, that
he will be filled with the Holy Spirit
and will connect well with
the kids. Thank you to all
who pray, all who donate,
and all who volunteer; may
each of you be blessed for
your part!

huge ‘thank you’ to those at our
Eldridge campus who are teaching
our kids this summer to give our
school year teachers time off to
reconnect with other adults in the
church and to be refreshed before
returning in the fall. And, thanks to
our DeWitt teachers for your continual commitment to the kids.
May God continue to bless us as we
raise the coming generation to know
Him. He is worthy.

Our summer Sunday School
classes start June 2nd - a

Vacation Bible School
Our annual VBS will be held June 10-14 from 8:45-11:30 am. We would like to encourage you to join us for a week
long celebration and fun. Our theme this year is “ROAR! Life is Wild, God is Good.” There are many ways for you
to participate.
Children entering grades K-7th grade (Fall 2019)
• Register online to our church website at www.cornerstone-eldridge.com
• Invite your friends, family, teammates, neighbors—invitations to pass out available at church
Adult & Teen Volunteers
• Helpers needed to chaperon & love on young children
• Serve all week or part of the week
Donations
• Lists of supplies needed are at the Welcome Center
• Drop off by June 9th
Pray

•

There are many things to pray for the week of VBS
(see Sandy’s article above). We ask that you please
take a moment each day during the week of June 10-14
to pray for our volunteers and children.

A volunteer luncheon will be served on Sunday, June 9th in the ROCK café following 2nd service. This luncheon is
for all volunteers and their families. There will be some important information shared during this luncheon. Following lunch we will have all hands on deck for our VBS set up in the ROCK, sanctuary, Welcome Center, etc. Please
RSVP Deb Halstead to let her know how many in your family will be attending.
For questions or concerns, please contact Deb Halstead at 563-343-5459 or email at deb59tmlc@gmail.com. Thank
you for your continued support and prayers. We are excited to see what God does during this week!
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Upcoming S.O.L.I.D. Youth Events
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

June 10-14 8:45-11:30 am VBS
June 12 7 :00 pm SOLID Mission Team Training
June 13 6:00 pm SOLID Step Up Night for incoming 7th Graders
June 16-21 Pine Lake Teens Camp (gr 6-8)
June 23 12:15 pm SOLID Luncheon (following 2nd service)
June 24-29 SOLID Missions Trip to Radcliff , Kentucky
June 23-28 Pine Lake High Teens Camp (gr 9-12)
July 4 SOLID Fireworks Night (more details to come)
July 21 12:15 pm SOLID Luncheon (following 2nd service
August 11 12:15 pm SOLID Luncheon (following 2nd service)

Serve Fest Project &
Year End Celebration

PAGE

9

PAGE

10

Message from Prayer Ministry Team, by Bucky & Anna Marie Percuoco
PRAYING PRODUCES
CONFIDENCE
When Jesus walked on the earth,
His disciples relied totally on Him to
teach, train, and empower them to
minister. They knew very little
about the Holy Spirit, only what
Jesus told them. They did not seek
nor did they rely on the Holy Spirit
to teach them of the Kingdom and
the Father, or to use their faith, or
to do miracles, or to minister. They
had Jesus for that. (Of course, Jesus
relied on the Holy Spirit in all He
said and did.) Before He died, Jesus
told His disciples He would send
them a Helper to lead them and
guide them as Jesus had, so they
could carry out what He had trained
and commissioned them to do. John
14:26 26 “But the Helper, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things, and
bring to your remembrance all things
that I said to you.” The disciples became comfortable with Jesus being
“large and in charge” based on the
three years they had spent with Him
in ministry and were amazed at His
teaching, authority, and power. Then
He left them. It shook their confidence when He died. Everything He
told them about the Holy Spirit
seemed to leave them in the moment. In many ways, they had to
start over. Pentecost marked a new
beginning for the disciples to learn
how to hear, receive instruction,
and minister with authority and
power from someone other than
Jesus the man – the Holy Spirit. The

Book of Acts and the Epistles contain the evidence of the process and
the outcomes.
Every disciple-maker today has the
same opportunity to hear from God,
receive instruction, and minister
with authority and power to others.
While God gave the five-fold ministry of apostle, prophet, evangelist,
teacher and pastor to the church to
equip the saints for the work of
ministry (Ephesians 4:11), it is
hearing the Holy Spirit in the moments of ministry that inspires action.

things He knows to us in the moment; but it’s only when we spend
time with Him in prayer, expecting
to hear from Him, that we become
aware when He divulges such things
to us. It’s not a once-in-a-while
thing. It’s a lifestyle of continuous
communication and obedience. Confidence in hearing His voice comes
no other way. Like Jesus’ disciples,
we too must learn to submit to the
tutelage of the Helper. Let this word
encourage you to desire, pursue,
and obey the leading of the Holy
Spirit, starting with your prayer life.

This hearing does not come to us
naturally; it is a learned response. It
begins with desiring instruction,
spending time in the Word, praying,
and being obedient to what we hear.
Sheep know the shepherd’s voice
because of the time they spend with
the shepherd to recognize his voice.
Praying is a two-way conversation in
which we develop confidence in
recognizing the voice of the Holy
Spirit. Too often we treat the Holy
Spirt as an accessory in our relationship with God, as we look for support and guidance for our agenda.
However, He has things to say to us
and ways to train and lead us to
make us more effective disciplemakers according to His agenda.
Jesus said the Holy Spirit would
teach us all things, so it is obvious
Jesus thinks we have a lot to learn
from the Holy Spirit. He has the
inside scoop on everybody and is
ready, willing, and able to reveal

Pine Lake Summer Camps
Summer is right around the corner—Time to start thinking about camp!
Use church pass code of “2019CORNER” when registering online at PineLakeCamps.org
Date

•June 9-14
•June 16-21
•June 23-28
•June 30-July 3
•July 7-12
•July 14-19

Camp Name
Juniors 1 (Grades 3-5)
Teens (Grades 6-8)
High Teens (Grades 9-12)
Primary Camp (Grades 1-2)
Young Teens (Grades 5-7)
Juniors 2 (Grades 3-5)

FAMILY CAMP WEEKEND: July 2-7
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Family News
Congratulations to Tom & Megan Knight on the birth of
their new little boy, Thomas Albert born on May 11th,
weighting 7 lbs., 4 oz. and 19 1/2 inches long.
Congratulations to Andrew & Angela Rhodes on the birth of
their new little boy, Asher Crotty born on May 21st,
weighting 8 lbs., 1 oz. and 20 inches long. Grandparents are
Larry & Jalois Crotty.

ABF Summer Class Electives: June 2nd–August 25th
Summer ABF (Adult Bible Fellowship)
class electives will be starting on June
2nd and will finish up on August 25th.
We know summer is a time for vacations
and other outdoor activities; however,
we invite you join one of the class
electives listed below. More descriptive
details will be coming soon.
Don’t miss out on being blessed by the
teaching, fellowship, and encouragement
you will receive by engaging with other
believers studying the Word of God!
DeWitt Campus
• Growing in Spiritual Maturity
Course Description: Spiritual maturity is not something we easily
drift into; it doesn't happen accidentally. To grow up into Christian
maturity it takes diligent, disciplined,
consistent engagement with
God. Through engagement with God
and His Word we are able to live
the Christian life to the fullest. In
this class the content from our
former 201 class will be split out and
covered each week of the
Summer. As Cornerstone seeks to
grow in discipleship we have
strategically placed this class as part
of our discipleship pathway to maximize its impact in the lives of
those who attend.
Taught by a team of instructors.

Eldridge Campus
• The Timothy Initiative

•

Course Description: Continuation
of spring class. The fundamentals of
becoming a disciple who, in turn,
makes disciples who make disciples.

Course Description: These biblically
based principles will equip you to
approach money management and
financial planning with freedom, generosity, contentment, and confidence in all areas of your lives.

Taught by Pastor Scott in the Youth
Room.

•

Growing in Spiritual Maturity

Taught by Pat Reid in the Library.

•

Course Description: See description under DeWitt Campus

Taught by Stan Howell in Room 215.

•

Taught by John and Kim Hawley in
Church Office Conference Room.

Old Testament Survey
Course Description: Continuation
of an in-depth study of the Old Testament.

The Parables of Jesus
Course Description: Some of Jesus’
greatest lessons were taught
through parables. Learn the nature
of the parable, when and why Jesus
used parables, and how interpreting
parables within their
appropriate context can reveal deep spiritual truth. Believers of all levels are
encourage to join this study.
Taught by Jeff Halterman in Room
216.

Marriage on the Rock:
Course Description: A course for
couples who desire to strengthen
their marriages according to biblical
principles.

Taught by Pastor Drew in Room
214

•

God Owns It All: Finding
Contentment & Confidence in
Your Finances

•

College & Young Adults
Course Description: This ABF is for
young adults. Whether you are a
college student or out of high school
and starting your career, this ABF is
for you. Topics covered will be
based upon questions, issues, and
challenges common to young adults
navigating today’s culture.
Taught by Suzy Gainer in Youth
Pastor Office

Please contact Pastor Mark at
zev4cbc@gmail.com or Pastor Steffan at
steffannass1@gmail.com if you have any
questions concerning any of the class
electives listed.

STANDARD MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Eldridge, IA
Permit No. 15

775 E. LeClaire Rd.
Box 54
Eldridge, IA 52748

Return Service Requested

We’re on the web!
www.cornerstone-eldridge.org

On June 18th we will be taking a tour of the Old Capital
building in Iowa City & then enjoying a delicious lunch
together.
We will meet at 9:00 am at our CBC Eldridge campus to
carpool.
Contact Jim or Dee McGimpsey for any questions or
concerns. Hope to see you there!

Come and join us on Sunday Mornings!

Family Sunday
School Opportunities
Worship Services

CBC Eldridge
775 E Le Claire Rd

CBC DeWitt
320 2nd Street

9:45 am

8:45 am

8:15 & 10:45 am

10:00 am

