UPCOMING
EVENTS
• July 4-5 CBC Offices
Closed
• July 7 AM Communion
• July 7-12 Pine Lake
Young Teens Camp
(gr 5-7)
• July 11 Young at Heart
Event—TBD
• July 13 Trustee Meeting
• July 13 Moonlight Chase
- cleaning porta potties
• July 14-19 Pine Lake Jr
Camp (gr 3-5)
• July 21 SOLID Luncheon
• July 24 Night at the
Ballpark (rescheduled)
• July 31 Elder Meeting
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective -“The Source of Guidance and Happiness”
“Blessed is the man who walks not
in the counsel of the wicked, nor
stands in the way of sinners, nor sits
in the seat of scoffers.” (Psalm 1:1
- ESV)

others into wickedness. They
mock the law of God and refuse
to accept instruction or correction from wisdom or biblical
truth.

“Oh, the joys of those who do not
follow the advice of the wicked, or
stand around with sinners, or join in
with mockers.” (NLT)

“Walking in the counsel of the
wicked” has to do with accepting
ungodly advice and allowing our

Thus begins the book of Psalms.
With warnings of what not to
do. Happiness begins with avoiding that which can destroy happiness.
Note the progression here.
From walking to standing to
sitting. From counsel to way to
seat. From wicked to sinners to
scoffers.
The “wicked” are those who are
guilty of violating the law or
standard of conduct and are
liable to judgment. “Sinners” are
those with an inclination toward
sin. Not just committing isolated
acts of sin or wrongdoing on
occasion (as we all do), but rather those who make a habit of
sinning and whose lives are dominated and shaped by sinful inclinations. “Scoffers” or “mockers”
are those who show disdain and
contempt for truth or right living. They ridicule the path of
righteousness and seek to lead

“Happiness is found
in delighting in the
Word of God. The
Bible is the source of
wisdom and
guidance for a happy
and fruitful life.”
thinking and attitudes to be
shaped by worldly values and
ungodly people. “Standing in the
way of sinners” has to do with
participating in the sinful behaviors of those who make a habit
of sinning.
Does this mean avoiding all contact with sinners? Wasn’t Jesus a
friend of sinners? Shouldn’t we
do what Jesus did and hang
around with sinners?
No. Yes. Not quite. Yes we
should be like Jesus and reach
out to sinners and extend grace

and the love of Jesus to sinners.
But contrary to what some
Christians are saying, Jesus did
not spend most of his time hanging out with sinners who make a
habit of sinning. Jesus spent
most of his time hanging out
with the disciples.
His best
friends were Peter, James and
John. His best friends were
NOT
unrepentant
sinners.
Showing love and kindness and
grace to sinners – and calling
them to repent and change their
ways – is different from hanging
out with sinners and participating
in their sins. Jesus did NOT
“stand in the way of sinners.”
Most serious and dangerous of
all is “sitting in the seat of scoffers” or “joining in with mockers.” To “sit in the seat” conveys the idea of “making yourself
at home” and settling down in a
way of life and thinking that is
marked by a certain mindset and
values and worldview. In this
case, a mindset of mocking and
ridiculing the path of wisdom and
righteousness according to the
Word of God.
Scoffers don’t just sin or make
a habit of sinning. They mock
wisdom. They mock the paths
of righteousness. They mock
biblical truth. They ridicule
(continued on Page 2)

A Word From Pastor Mark, by Brent Bullock
Hebrews 10:24 calls us to “Spur
one another on toward love and
good deeds.” On behalf of the
elder board, I want to share a
little with you to hopefully spur
you on. Additionally, I also want
to share an announcement on
how we want to continue to
spur Pastor Mark on.

In this life, each of us has our
own journey or race. We are
encouraged in Hebrews 12:1b 2, “Let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us
looking to Jesus, the author and
finisher of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the

shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of God.”
The race is set before us. We
didn’t choose the race; but,
we do have to choose to run
it! The race was and is set before us by our Father:
(continued on Page 3)
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective (continued)

Christians who uphold biblical
standards of right and wrong,
regarding them as evil people –
bigots, haters, etc. They
“change the labels” and
The REAL secret to designing a life of
label that which is good as
evil, and that which is evil
Fulfillment, Joy, &
as good. They give their
Happiness
approval to those who
practice all manner of
sexual sin and unrighteousness. They applaud and
celebrate those who commit shameful acts. They
don’t merely break God’s laws
and violate His commands – they
show contempt for the Word of
God. Any command of God or
biblical teaching that does not
align with their ideology or agenda or values they regard as bigotry or “hate speech.”
We are not to align ourselves
with the attitudes or beliefs or
values or agenda or causes of
scoffers and mockers. We are
not to express solidarity with
those who mock or malign the
Word of God. Reach out to
sinners with the love and truth
of Jesus, yes. Join in with mockers, NO.
Scoffers and mockers are becoming bolder and bolder in our
society. In many circles, it is
acceptable and fashionable to
join in with the mockers who
malign Bible-believing Christians
and treat the Word of God with
contempt. It is one thing to fall
short in practicing biblical teaching. We all do that to some
extent. We believe the Bible to
be the Word of God, we just are
imperfect in living out biblical
teachings. We have some blind
spots.
That is nothing new.
Sometimes that is hypocrisy.
Sometimes it is just falling short
even when we sincerely desire
to obey the Word of God.
Falling short is one thing; mocking is
completely different.
Scoffers
dispute biblical truth. Scoffers
twist or reject biblical teachings
not to their liking. Scoffers dislike the God of the Bible. Scoffers establish their own “truth”
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and consider their morality to be
superior to biblical morality.
Scoffers even regard some biblical teachings to be bad, hateful,
discriminatory, evil.
Matthew
19:4-6 is an example of a teaching of Jesus (and Moses and Paul)
that is under attack from several
different angles in our day. Scoffers actually deny the rightness
and goodness and justice of biblical truth.
We must not join in with
mockers if we want to follow
the path of wisdom and
righteousness that leads to
happiness in accordance
with the truth of the Word
of God.
“But his delight is in the law of the
Lord, and on his law he meditates
day and night.” (Psalm 1:2 - ESV)
In contrast to the wicked and
the scoffers, the righteous man,
the wise person, the one who is
blessed by the Lord is the one
who delights in the law of Yahweh. “Law” here certainly includes the Law of Moses, the
Torah, but in this context it can
also mean the revealed will of
God, including the whole of
Scripture, but especially His instructions, rules, and commands.
Happiness is found in delighting in the Word of God.
Happiness is found in meditating
on the Word of God – allowing
biblical truth to shape our thinking, our attitudes, our values, our
morality, our ethics, our conduct, our lifestyle, our mindset,
our worldview. The Bible is
the source of wisdom and
guidance for a happy and
fruitful life.
And what results from honoring
and revering the Word of God
and following its guidance and
living by its truth?
“They are like trees planted along
the riverbank, bearing fruit each
season. Their leaves never wither,
and they prosper in all they
do.” (Psalm 1:3)

Those who delight in the Word
of God are planted – by a Master
Gardener – in a place where
they can receive the nourishment needed to flourish and be
consistently fruitful. A tree is
not a mere pipeline channeling
water. A tree absorbs nutrients
and then produces something
new and delightful that can bless
others. So also, we are to absorb
the nourishment of the Word of
God by meditating on the Word so
that we can then produce fruit that
will bless others. This leads to a
life of happiness.
And the path of following the
Word of God leads to eternal
life, unlike the path of the wicked. The wicked are like chaff
that the wind blows away. And
their destiny is to be judged
guilty on the Day of Judgment
and to be excluded forever from
the Presence of God and from
the righteous who are justified
by faith and delight in the Word
of God. Those who treat the
Word of God with contempt
and scoff at those who adhere to
biblical truth will one day be
excluded from the company of
the righteous whom they have
scorned.
As Christian disciple-makers, we
are called to extend the love of
Jesus to all sinners. ALL sinners.
But we are not to think like
them. We are not to participate
in their sins. And we are certainly not to join in with mockers. Instead, we are to delight
ourselves in the Word of God so
that we may lead blessed and fruitful lives. The truly happy person
guides his life by God’s instructions in the Bible rather than by
the advice of those who reject
that instruction.
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A Word From Pastor Mark, by Brent Bullock (continued)
“For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that
we should walk in them” (Eph 2:10).
We will need endurance. It’s not a sprint,
but a life-long race. However, how we
run the race matters!
To run our best race and at the best pace –
we need to run with our face looking to
Jesus and we need to be our best.
So--What’s our best? Who defines this?
What’s the standard?
Before we answer this, let me ask you a
question:
How many of you service your cars or you
have someone else service your cars?
Why do you do this?
You intentionally schedule maintenance
according the owner’s manual. Right?
We have an owner’s manual as well – the
Bible.
In it Jesus said, “I came that they (you
and me) may have life and have it
abundantly.” (John 10:10b)
The abundant life or our “best life” is found
only in Jesus Christ! Abundance here
means - Extraordinary, Exceptional!
This is not just in the material sense. God
created us to have abundance in ALL areas
of our life - Spiritual, Emotional, Relational,
Physical, and Mental.

You can think of this as a “Wheel of Life”.
How well are you prepared for the trip
ahead? Like a car, we need to do our part
and be intentional in our care.
There are times we need to check our
tread, our alignment, our engine, and the

fullness of our wheels – to schedule routine maintenance – not because something
is wrong but as good stewards - to care
for, for the upkeep, and to make the most
out of the journey we are on. We need to
do our part in choosing how we will run
the race.
With that, we’d like to announce a planned,
intentional, an investment specifically in
Pastor Mark.
Pastor Mark will be taking a Sabbatical this fall – September 16th to October 26th. He will be investing in his spiritual, emotional, mental, relational, and
physical health. We want to ensure he
continues to run his best race.
So let me quickly speak into “What a sabbatical is”, “What it’s not”, the benefits,
and the planning so far.
First, “What is a sabbatical?”
Sabbaticals originated from the biblical
concept of Sabbath. Rest and renewal are
important. Dale Wolyniak says, “The Bible
holds the key to understanding the concept
of Sabbath rest for both God and humanity.
In Genesis 2:2-3, it is stated that God rested from His labors on the seventh day.
Although it is not called a Sabbath here, the
concept is strikingly clear. God rested!
Even the Creator took time to reflect on
His work and rest from it. And, since He
certainly did not require such rest, we
must assume this was intended to model
the value of rest for us.” Wolyniak further
highlights, “Sabbath means to stop, repose,
cease, celebrate, leave, put down or away.
Rest prepares one to do the work of life,
of one’s calling. Unless there is rest for
individuals, work eventually becomes tedious and reluctant. Rest was intended to
bring about a respite from the common,
regular and relentless routines of living. An
extended concept of sabbaticals gives special place to creating extended quiet times,
reflective moments, along with new vision
and passion for life in Christ. A sabbatical
provides substantial time in which God is
allowed to speak into our deepest spiritual
recesses and bring cleansing, renewal and
hope.”
Pastors also need time to develop
greater intimacy with God. A sabbatical, like the Sabbath, establishes
breathing room from their busy lives
so God can speak.

For Mark, this gives him time to rest in
God. He is continually serving others.
This gives him time to “BE” instead of
“Doing”. Also, this gives him time to be
intentional and invest in his marriage, his
family and his relationships. This also creates space for the renewing of his mind and
his physical well-being.
Second, What a sabbatical is NOT:
• It’s not a vacation for Pastor Mark.
• It’s not a suggestion that something is
wrong with Mark (although maybe his
jokes are questionable!). Mark is
healthy! We want him to be all
that God is calling him to be.
• Mark is not planning to leave the
church.
On the contrary, this is time for Mark to
be poured into, to make sure his wheel is
“full”. We, as a church and as a body, benefit from that. His family will benefit from
that. We have seen and experienced this
with Pastor Scott’s sabbatical a few years
ago. When a leader gets better, everybody wins!
Finally, Planning – here are some of the
specifics so far:
Each Pastor (Scott, Drew and Steffan) will
preach live in DeWitt during this time. We
will have a Mission focus for 1 of these
Sundays. The other Sunday will be our
regular video. The Pastors, Elders and
DeWitt leaders are working out a plan for
Pastoral Care, Guest follow up, Sunday
leading in DeWitt, and ABF coverage.
These details will be finalized shortly. We
will be sharing further information around
these through the summer.
If you have questions, please feel free to
see an Elder, a Pastor, a DeWitt leader, or
Pastor Mark.
Let me close with this encouragement for
each of you as well as our heart for Pastor
Mark:
We all have 1 trip around the track.
There are no do overs. So let’s choose
and be intentional in running our best race.
One thing we can be certain of……. At the
end of our race – the 1st RUNNER and
CHAMPION OF ALL TIME will be
there to meet us at the finish line. May we
each hear “Well Done, Good and Faithful”
runner! Press On!
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Pastor Drew’s Webb of Worship
Are you concerned for God’s name?
As I consider my own life and this
question I am drawn to the conclusion that I don’t have the concern
for His name that I should have.
Were I truly concerned for God’s
name then my life would reflect that
in many ways. Sure, you can look at
my life and see there are no major
glaring sins that would make you
stop in your tracks. But, I suspect
there are many non-Christians out
there who could be considered thus
as well. People who haven’t slept
with their neighbor, haven’t killed
anybody or robbed a bank…and the
list could go on. But, you see the
thing is that there are still plenty of
the “little” sins abounding in my life.
Selfishness, lust, pride, rebellion,
anger… so many things that could
be listed here. These things all testify against God’s name and greatness.
Their presence in my life serves as a
point of conviction and compels me
to draw closer to God, to serve
Him and to love Him. Why? If I’m
really honest then it’s probably because it makes me look better and
proves to God how good I am.
Last month I devoted part of my
newsletter article to writing about
the 10 commandments and reconciling them with Jesus’ commands to
love God and love others. The first
4 commandments address our love
for God and how to treat Him and
His name. As I was recently reading
a section of Ezekiel it startled me as
to how much God is concerned for
His name. He didn’t just give us the
first 4 commandments and leave it
at that.

In Ezekiel 36.16-21, a section titled
“The Lord’s Concern for His Holy
Name”, God told Ezekiel Israel had
turned from Him and had defiled the
land they had lived in by their impure actions. Because of their actions and ways of living God scattered them throughout the nations.
Yet it doesn’t stop there. The people who they came in contact with,

while scattered abroad, were
shocked at God’s people, Israel.
Though the people of other nations
were not followers of Yahweh, they
knew the Israelites had betrayed
their God. In verse 20 we read
their response to seeing the Israelites being disbursed in foreign lands:
“these are the people of the Lord,
and yet they had to go out of his
land.”
The nations could see the testimony
of the people of Israel. God’s name
had been profaned as those who
came into contact with the Israelites
ascertained the severity of the situation. To get kicked out of their own
land the followers of Yahweh must
have done something reprehensible,
this much was obvious.

Church Financial Report
Giving to the General Fund (church budget) during the first
four Sundays of June has averaged $16,724 per week
(compared to budget of $16,350).
Thank you and God bless you for your faithful support of
the Lord’s work at Cornerstone.
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Here we are confronted with the
reason why they were kicked out of
their homeland, all because of God’s
name. However, He was about to
gather them together, again, for the
sake of His name. His great name
had been profaned among the nations and by gathering His people
back to Himself, in their homeland,
He was righting the wrong that had
been perpetrated against Him. As
He poured out His blessings on the
Israelites and brought them back
from their idolatry His name and
character was recognized among the
nations and they took notice that
He is Yahweh.
Back to the point…God does everything for His name and glory. When
He chastises it is for His glory; when
He heals it is for His glory, when He
rains down blessing it is for His glory. Therefore, the totality of each
Christian’s life is intended to point
towards God - both the big things
and the small things, the times of
famine as well as the times of feasting. As the chorus of Aaron Shust’s
song “To God Alone” says “To God
alone be the Glory, To God alone
be the praise, Everything I say and
do, Let it be all for You, The Glory
is Yours alone, Yours alone.” The
character of my life, the seen and
unseen, all point to God’s glory and
exalt His name.

Family News
Our deepest symphathy goes out to the
Hansel family on the loss of Sarah’s father,
George.
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Pastor Steffan’s Reckless Obedience
Our vision – Every Christ-follower a
disciple; every disciple a disciple-maker.
Our Mission – To worship God, proclaim
Christ, and develop fully devoted followers of Jesus who will extend his love to
others.
This article is the last in my four-part
series concerning Cornerstone’s core
values. To date, we have covered ChristCentered Relationships, Biblical Grace
and Truth, and Spirit-filled Living. This
month…
Core value #4 – Equipping, Sending,
Supporting:
“Every disciple is called to be a disciplemaker. In this, Cornerstone is committed
to equipping every believer to be engaged
and actively involved in the Great Commission, sharing the good news of Jesus
Christ both locally and globally.”
The public ministry of Jesus lasted for
three years. During this time, his disciples learned much as they walked alongside him, watched him, listened to him,
and prayed with him. Scripture records
Jesus teaching through parables, demonstrating his power through miracles, and
his humility through his sacrificial death.
Yes, the disciples were afforded every
opportunity to grow in Christlikeness,
having been equipped by Christ himself.

Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to obey all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.”2
And if this command of Jesus was not
clear enough, later, back in Jerusalem, he
states, “But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea,
Samaria, and to the end of the
earth” (Acts 1:8). And, perhaps, to add
emphasis to the place and purpose of this
command, after speaking these words
Jesus BODILY ASCENDED TO HEAVEN,
where he now sits at the right hand of the
Father, highly exalted, interceding on our
behalf, with all power and authority.
So, there it is. The final command of Jesus
– make disciples. Be his witnesses. Share
the good news with a world in desperate
need of God’s grace, love, and mercy. HE
COULD NOT HAVE BEEN CLEARER. It
is because of this command of Christ, that
Cornerstone counts among its core values
equipping, sending, and supporting every
believer to be engaged and actively involved in the Great Commission, making
every disciple a disciple-maker.
But there is more.
All of humanity was created to worship
God.

But to what end? For what purpose?
With all that Jesus did among, and said
to, his disciples, Scripture records but
one instance of Jesus making an appointment to speak with them1, and it was not
to witness a miracle, nor was it to hear
him teach large crowds. Rather, it was
to receive instructions. Or more precisely, an instruction.
The instruction.

But across the globe, in Asia, in Africa, in
Europe and the Americas, to include Eldridge, Iowa, men, and women of all ages
and all races are worshipping false gods.
Gods of wood. Gods of stone. Gods of
their imagination. They have made sports,
wealth, or power their gods. And for
even one man to worship someone or
something other than the one true God, it
robs God of the glory and honor He is
due.

And if the impact of Jesus calling his one
and only meeting was not enough to
cause his disciples to heed his words, the
fact that his call was post-resurrection
most certainly would cause them to
show up, shut up, and listen. So, we have
Scripture recording the risen Christ,
fresh off his VICTORY OVER DEATH
ITSELF, calling his disciples to meet with
him, what does he say?

It is God alone that should receive our
praise. It is God alone that we should
worship. And it is because of this that
Cornerstone values equipping, sending,
and supporting every believer to be engaged and actively involved in the Great
Commission, making every disciple a disciple-maker.

Matthew 28:18-20 - “All authority in
heaven and earth has been given to me.

Christ died for the rescue of all people.

But again, there is more.

It is recorded time and time again in
scripture.
John 3:16, “For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only Son, that whoever
believes in him, shall not perish but have
eternal life”
1 Timothy 2:4-6a, “[God] who desires
ALL people to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth. For there is
one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus who gave himself for a ransom for
ALL…”
Christ died for all people, regardless of
race, color, creed, nationality, ethnicity,
sexual orientation, social status, or economic condition, and it is our responsibility, no, strike that…it is our privilege to
be the conduit by which the lost are
saved.
It is clear, God desires salvation for all
people. It is His passion. It should also
be ours.
At Cornerstone we take seriously the
call to equip the saints to do the work of
ministry, sending them out into a world
in desperate need of hope, and supporting all who desire to preach the good
news. May we ever be a kingdomfocused congregation, concerned only
with the cause of Christ and remain a
fertile ground for making disciple-makers.
1

Please do not take my word for it, read
the gospels and check it out for yourself.
Yes, please read the gospels all the way
through. (You will find the call to meet
in Matthew 28:10).
2

Please note, in these verses, the only
direct command is to make disciples. In
the original Greek, “go,” “baptize,” and
“teach,” are all indirect commands – in a
sense, the “how,” the means, by which
we are to make disciples.

5

CORNERSTONE

CONNECTION
Clint & Jenny Burklow

Jim & Cassie Ferrel

Neal & Erika Keppy

Kevin Hagedorn

Alexander Simmons
Kurt Lease

Sharon Greving

Gerald Hodgett

Andrew Rhodes

30

29
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Lee & Tracy Randall

Don & Lori Paulus

Owen Randall

Anna Marie Percuoco

Stan Howell

Jim Ferrel

31

Kendra Ervin

Julie Davis

Todd Connor
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Jim McGimpsey
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Suzy Gainer

Jeff & Colleen Olson
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Blake & Jessica Hasenmiller

Paul Hovey

Darelle Nigh

Marianne Sorenson

Mike Mohr

Joe Collins

Chuck Agan

25

Grant Olson

18

Shawnelle Eliasen

Hunter Orcutt

Debi Allison

17

16

15

14

Marcia Boddicker

11

Ryan & Deana Trotter

Ben Boddicker

10

Steffan & Sandy Nass

David Holt

9
Marisol Pizano

Jerry Carter

Elijah Graham

Dan & Debi Allison

8

7

Gail Welchman

Zach & Tiffany Lotz

Thomas Butler

4

Jimmy Skadal

Kent Lage

3
Luke Hubbard

Adelaide Rhodes

Grant Hansel

Farrah Ketron

2

1

Kristi Smith

26

Jessica Witzenburg

Annalee Galloway

19

Bryan Witzenburg

12

Brandon Tee

5

Bryan & Jessica Witzenburg

27

Marc & Kelly Orcutt

Grace Henningsen

Yorton Hagedorn

20

Kerry Skinner

Andrew Skinner

Mila Skadal

Mike Loehr

13

David & Laura Engle

Brent & Tammy Bullock

Pinky Stalnaker

6

PAGE
6

7
PAGE
1
ISSUE
22,
VOLUME

7 AM Communion
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DWT)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
Pine Lake Young Teems Camp
(gr 5-7)

21

4

5

7:00 am Men’s Study - DWT

6

6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

3

CBC Offices Closed for
Holiday

13

2

CBC Offices Closed for
Holiday

12

1

11

9:00-10:30 am Women’s
Bible Study, room 216

10

7:00-8:30 pm Women’s Bible
Study, room 216

9

6:30 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
No Prayer (DW)
No Bible Study & Prayer (E)

8

26

7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

27

7:00 am Men’s Study - DWT

20

6:30-10 pm Moonlight Chase—
porta potties

7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216
7:30 am Trustee Meeting

7:00-8:30 pm Women’s Bible
Study, room 216

9:00-10:30 am Women’s
Bible Study, room 216
7:00-8:30 pm Women’s Bible
Study, DWT

18

6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

23
9:00-10:30 am Women’s
Bible Study, room 216
7:00-8:30 pm Women’s Bible
Study, DWT

6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

19

9:30 am Women’s Bible
6:30 am Men meet @
Study
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E) 6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
ROCK
Young at Heart—TBD

17

9:30 am Women’s Bible
Study
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
ROCK

6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

6:30 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)

25
22

16

24

9:30 am Women’s Bible
Study
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
ROCK

15

Nurse’s Office Open

6:30 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:35 pm Night at the Ballpark
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)

14

6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

31

7:00-8:30 pm Women’s Bible
Study, room 216

30

9:00-10:30 am Women’s
Bible Study, room 216
7:00-8:30 pm Women’s Bible
Study, DWT

29

6:30 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
8:15 pm Elder Meeting

7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DWT)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
Pine Lake Jr Camp (gr 3-5)

7:00-8:30 pm Women’s Bible
Study, room 216

9:00-10:30 am Women’s
Bible Study, room 216
7:00-8:30 pm Women’s Bible
Study, DWT

7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
7:00-8:30 pm Women’s Bible
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
Study, room 216
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DWT)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
12:1 5 pm SOLID Luncheon

28 Nurse’s Office Open
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DWT)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
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July
Food Pantry
Items

Cornerstone Kids’ Connection, by Sandy Nass, DOCM
Last year, after eleven years of
leading VBS, Nick and Sarah
Hansel retired. I wasn’t sure how
we were going to fill their shoes,
but as we learned at VBS2019,
"When life changes, God is
good". God proved faithful yet
again.
How did we see God work? He:

“School
Supplies”

Please place
donated items
on the cart
outside the
nursery.
Thank you!

*prompted Deb Halstead to
step forward in obedience as
God called her to coordinate
*revealed how our discipleship
rotation should look and then
provided EXCELLENT teachers
to teach about worship, missions, Bible study, evangelism,
and prayer
*revealed perfect people to emcee
*provided youth to create and
perform the skits each day
*prompted the youth who
would teach VBS music to invite
a non-Cornerstone youth to
help
*worked in each of the three
youth who led our worship time
each day - their hearts for worship and love for Jesus became
more and more evident as the
week progressed
*provided all the volunteers
needed AND they showed up
with smiles on their faces each
day
*encouraged me as I unlocked
the doors on day one by showing me people who had been
prayer walking around the
church that morning before kids
arrived
*provided the MOST amazing
youth volunteers who each day
asked, ‘where do you want me
today?’ and WILLINGLY served
wherever needed

CORNERSTONE

CONNECTION

*provided all the supplies, EVEN
the cookie bars which were the
last items on the donation list
*revealed through one of our
volunteers to close each day
with the worship song, “O Praise
the Name” which turned out to
be an incredible time of worship
- 300+ kids’ voices singing out,
“Praise the name of the Lord our
God…” and then spontaneously
chanting “God is good” over and
over during the song’s interlude
*brought 384 different kids to
attend and each one heard and
experienced the gospel
*worked in 150 kids who requested a more in-depth conversation with an adult to learn
more about
the gospel,
and then drew MANY of those
to Himself
*caused 71 sixth and seventh
graders to come each day eager
to do service projects in our
community
*enthralled one little girl who
was so eager to receive Jesus
that her whole body shook with
excitement as she waited for an
adult to pray with her
*spoke through an almost 4year-old who reminded her big
sister when she was scared while
watching a movie, “Remember,
when life is scary, God is good.”
*caused a connection in the
heart of a sixth-grade boy, who
on the day we learned, “when
life is
unfair, God is good”,
found himself talking to Steffan
and said, “I bet you thought it
was unfair when Francis died.”
This gave Steffan the opportunity
to tell him how we have seen
God’s
goodness since Francis’
death
*removed a heart of stone in an
angry, eleven-year-old boy who
didn’t want to be at VBS and

gave him a heart of flesh, a heart
that received Jesus and was
transformed before our very
eyes**
Thank you, Church. Each of you
who prayed, donated supplies,
volunteered, set up, tore down,
and all the rest, played a part in
God’s VBS2019 story.
Lives
were changed for eternity.
Please continue to pray the
seeds that were planted in these
kids will take root, and that
these children will grow into fully
devoted followers of Jesus.
May God bless us as we raise the
coming generation to know Him!
**More of the story: This boy
had never heard about Jesus
before VBS. His mom made him
come, but he did NOT want to
be there. After day one, he was
still angry, hard-hearted, and
didn’t want to be there.
On day two, three boys befriended this boy, and he went
home a little excited because
he’d made three friends that day.
A little softening.
On day three, this boy lost his
cell phone early in the day, was
certain someone had stolen it
and was very angry about it.
One of his newfound friends told
him that when someone loses
something at his house, they
pray. The friend proceeded to
pray that God would lead this
boy to his phone. At the end of
the day, the phone still hadn’t
been found and the boy left. Just
after he left, someone handed
me the phone. I was surprised
to see this boy walk back into
the church a few minutes later,
and as I held up his phone for
him to see, he yelled out, "Thank
you, God!" and gave me a huge
hug. More softening.
On Thursday, this boy returned,
and when given the opportunity
to speak to an adult about Jesus
(continued on Page 11)
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Upcoming S.O.L.I.D. Youth Events
•
•
•
•

July 4 SOLID Fireworks Night — meeting at Parkview, more details to come
July 21 12:15 pm SOLID Luncheon (following 2nd service
August 11 12:15 pm SOLID Luncheon (following 2nd service)
September 4 7:00 pm SOLID Kick Off

Be sure to watch you emails for any special nights that might be help throughout the summer.

Step Up Night

SOLID Kentucky
Mission Team

9
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Message from Prayer Ministry Team, by Bucky & Anna Marie Percuoco
Revivals and Awakenings
Early America had 4 documented
Awakenings, and America needs
another one!

Protestant denominations, changed
the moral climate, birthed colleges,
and laid a major foundation stone
leading to our independence in
1776.

Contrasted in Ireland’s Lost Heritage, “a revival could be described as
a visitation of God’s Spirit on God’s
people, but an awakening is a time
of such intense visitation that
both Christian and non-Christian
communities are affected… revivals alter the lives of individuals.
Awakenings alter the world view
of a whole people or culture.”

Since he prayed and preached extemporaneously (rather than from
authorized prayer books and written
sermons), Whitefield was denied
access to pulpits in England and
America, so he preached in the
open field. Thousands came to hear
him. Benjamin Franklin even estimated crowds of 25-30,000 people
came to hear him.

Ephesians 5:14 says of nonChristians: “Awake you who
sleep, arise from the dead, and
Christ will give you light.” Nonbelievers need a wakeup call from
God and His body here on earth.
God doesn’t bring awakenings and
revivals apart from His body. We
must pray for revivals among His
people, and awakenings among nonbelievers. We must also pray for
leaders for these movements, both
spiritual and governmental leaders.

Later governmental leaders were
just as affected by his preaching.
During the Revolutionary War, the
Congress issued no less than 15
separate calls for days of prayer and
fasting.

The most well-known preacher to
colonial America, George Whitefield
(pronounced Whitfield) was instrumental in the First, or Great, Awakening of the 1730’s and 1740’s. His
messages cut across denominational
and geographic barriers as people
realized they were of equal value in
God’s eyes. His preaching, coupled
with changed lives, brought unity
among the 13 colonies and different

phetic word was given by Dr. Billye
Brim in a prayer meeting: “One
thing will save America. And it is
NOT the election. It is an awakening to God! One thing will avail for
Israel and the nations. It is an
Awakening to God!”
We could have the best President
ever elected, but without God’s
help, God’s will simply will not be
done in and through America.
Let’s labor in prayer for an awakening of our nation to God. Let’s pray
for and “give thanks for all men…for
all that are in authority, that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and reverence.” 1 Timothy 2: 1-2.

The last verse of the Star-Spangled
Banner gives God glory for the birth
of our nation: “…may the heaven
rescued land praise the Power that
hath made and preserved us a nation! Then conquer we must, when
our cause it is just, and this be our
motto: ‘In God is our trust.’” How
does godly birth happen?
Each believer is preached to and
prayed into God’s kingdom. Spiritual
births mirror natural births. They
happen through the seed (of God’s
word) implanted, and labor in prayer
birthing it.
Before the 2008 elections, a pro-

Crisis Care Team Message, by Dawnetta VanEe
As a ministry of Cornerstone, the Crisis Care Team seeks to help meet the needs of those who face a crisis. Many
times that includes providing meals for families that face illness, returning home after a hospital stay, or experience a
death in the family.
I would like to come up with a list of people that would be interested in making or providing food from time to time
to help meet these needs. Maybe you would be able to provide a meal or even just part of a meal. I would like to
create an email group that I could send out requests for needs as they arise. If you are able to help meet the need you
would simply reply back to me. And if you are unable at that time to help out then that is fine too, just don't reply to
that email. This will help me to be able to efficiently contact people quickly with full details of each event and an easy
way for you to respond back. If you would rather get info through a text or phone call that is fine too, just let me
know your preference.
For those who are willing to be contacted for these needs from time to time, please contact me and let me know.
Dawnetta Van Ee, mdvanee5 @gmail.com, 563-528-2578

CORNERSTONE

CONNECTION
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Cornerstone Kids’ Connection, by Sandy Nass, DOCM (continued)
after the Bible lesson, he wrestled
with himself about whether to talk
to an adult. He said he wanted to,
but he didn’t understand. That day
for the first time, he stood during
worship at the close of the day.
More softening.
On Friday morning, the boy woke
up and, as reported by his mom
with tears in her eyes (I’m guessing
she is a very new believer herself),
said, “I can’t wait to get to VBS because today I’m going to go into the
hallway and receive Jesus Christ as
my Savior and Lord.” After the
Bible lesson, Pastor Scott took this

boy, his three new friends, and the
boy’s mom into a classroom and
used the bridge illustration to show
him what Jesus did for him. The
three friends "helped" Pastor Scott
share the gospel with this boy, and
he prayed to receive Jesus. He then
took the marker Pastor Scott had
been using and wrote his name (and,
“wooo!”) on the side of the bridge
under ‘God’ showing that he is now
part of God’s family. As we closed
out our week of VBS in the sanctuary later that morning, this boy
stood and danced and sang and worshipped God. It was so awesome to
see!

(But, God wasn’t done yet… One
of the three friends who was in on
the gospel presentation with Pastor
Scott, went home that day and
shared the bridge illustration with
his little brother who then prayed to
receive Jesus!) God IS good, and
He’s not done with any of us yet!

Sonshine Community Ministries, by Jan Kloss
I had the privilege of working in the
Bible Story/Salvation Room during
Vacation Bible School a few weeks
ago. After the Bible Story was presented, the children would have an
opportunity to speak to an adult
and ask Jesus into their heart.
These were kids in K-5th grade.
Even though we would remind
them that they only need to ask
Jesus into their heart once, I know
several of the kids were doing it for
the second and perhaps third or
more times. When we would get
to the areas set aside for prayer I
would dig a little deeper and find
out kids “couldn’t remember”,
“yes, I did,” or “no, I have never
asked Jesus into my heart.” For the
ones who couldn’t remember or
who had already asked Jesus into
their heart, I would just talk to the
group about how to grow as a child
of God by reading their Bibles,
praying,
attending
church,
AWANA, etc. And then for the
ones who had never prayed the
prayer of salvation, we would pray.
So, how many of these precious
children will continue to walk as a
child of God? If they live in a Christian home, there’s a good chance
they will continue to grow. If they
continue to come to church,
AWANA, Youth Group, etc. but
are in an “unchurched” home…?

My experiences as a missionary
(almost 20 years) I have seen almost every child that has been part
of Sonshine pray the prayer of
Salvation. The kids that were with
me in the beginning are adults now,
many with children of their own.
Are they walking with the Lord?
Certainly not by appearances. Does
that discourage me? Well, yes,
somewhat. However, God showed
me years ago that He chose me to
be the “farmer”; to plant seeds. He
also showed me I was to love
them; unconditionally. This is my
mission: to teach (plant the seed)
and to love. In my own life, I accepted Christ at age 11. But, there
was no one to water or nurture
the seed that was planted. I was in
my late 40’s before I really realized
what a relationship with Christ
meant. Meanwhile, even though I
claimed to be a Christian and I
even attended church for many of
those in between years, my lifestyle
did not indicate I was a follower of
Christ. I made some pretty miserable choices. So I believe that although we don’t always see the
“fruit” of our efforts, many of these
kids and adults will realize at some
point that “doing it on their own”
isn’t working so well and that they
will remember a time that they
asked a loving Savior to “come into

their heart” and they will cry out:
“Jesus, take over my life.”
I have started the Youth Works
program and we are meeting at the
Eldridge Methodist Church. This is
so we can attract more kids from
the apartments and homes around
that area. So far we’ve had around
25 kids in attendance-mostly Sonshine kids and some from the
“neighborhood”. Pray for this outreach because so many of these
kids are unchurched.
There is still time to turn in your
pledge for Birdies for Charity. The
deadline is July 12th.
SAVE THE DATE: 12TH ANNUAL
“STRIKE-OUT FOR SONSHINE”
BOWL-A-THON: OCT. 6, 2019.
BOWL-MOR LANES IN DAVENPORT. GOOD FAMILY FUN, PIZZA, BOWLING, DOOR PRIZES,
SILENT AUCTION.
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Return Service Requested

We’re on the web!
www.cornerstone-eldridge.org

Moonlight Chase Porta Potty Clean-up Team
On Saturday, July 13th Cornerstone will once again be helping clean
the porta potties for the Moonlight Race during Eldridge Days. We
will have 3 evening shifts (6:30-10:30 pm) and are in need of volunteers
to serve. This is an excellent opportunity to serve with your family
and/or home group. Plus you will get a FREE t-shirt!
Please contact either Pastor Steffan at
steffannass1@gmail.com or
Fred Tingle at fredtingle@yahoo.com to sign up.

Young at Heart—July Event
Young at Heart leaders are currently
confirming the details for their
July 11th event.
Watch for an upcoming bulletin
insert for details.

Come and join us on Sunday Mornings!

Family Sunday
School Opportunities
Worship Services

CBC Eldridge
775 E Le Claire Rd

CBC DeWitt
320 2nd Street

9:45 am

8:45 am

8:15 & 10:45 am

10:00 am

September 8th
Stay tuned,
more details to come!!

