Cornerstone Connection
UPCOMING
EVENTS
• Jan 1 Happy New Year
CBC Offices Closed - No
Evening Activities
• Jan 2 Ladies Luncheon at
Cracker Barrel
• Jan 5 AM Communion
• Jan 8 AWANA & SOLID
resume
• Jan 15 Elder Meeting
• Jan 17-19 Pine Lake
High Teens Winter
Retreat gr 9-12
• Jan 19 SOLID Girls
Night
• Jan 21 MOPS
• Jan 23 Missions Meeting
• Jan 24 Food Pantry
• Jan 24-26 Pine Lake
Juniors Winter Retreat
gr 2-5
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective —“Prepare Him Room”
Those of you who have given
birth to a child – or adopted a
child – know very well how disruptive those little blessings can
be. You don’t just add a baby to
your life and then continue life as
usual. Babies change everything.
Babies
disrupt
everything.
Adopting a child changes everything in the family.
Babies disrupt sleep.
Babies
disrupt family schedules. Babies
change family dynamics. Babies
change family priorities.
And adding an adopted child into
the mix is not just adding one
more mouth to feed.
The
adopted child disrupts and
changes the family dynamics and
relationships.
When a child comes into the world
– and into a family – everything
changes. A baby can be a very
disruptive force turning everything
in a family topsy-turvy.
The birth of Jesus did all of
that – and more – to every
person involved in the story.
Zechariah lost his ability to speak
for several months – and he was
only the father of the forerunner
of Jesus. He and his wife, Eliza-

beth, were too old to conceive a
child. Yet the angel Gabriel appeared to the priest Zechariah in
the Temple with the announcement that he and Elizabeth
would conceive and give birth to

“The Son of God’s
entrance into the
world was very
disruptive to all
who were part of
or witness to his
coming.”
a son. Startled into disbelief,
Zechariah was made unable to
speak until their son was born.
And he was not just any baby.
John the Baptist became a great
prophet who prepared the way
for the coming of the Messiah.
But can you imagine the changes in
the lives of this elderly couple when
all of a sudden they were charged
with raising a son like John the
Baptist in their old age?
Consider how the birth of Jesus
disrupted the life of Mary. Mary

was an ordinary teenage girl,
betrothed to a carpenter/builder
by the name of Joseph. They
lived in Nazareth of Galilee.
Mary probably looked forward
to getting married, and having
children, and raising a family and
living a simple life in Nazareth of
Galilee.
The coming of baby Jesus
into the world changed – and
disrupted – everything for
Mary. As announced by the
angel Gabriel, though she was a
virgin, she would conceive and
give birth to a son apart from
the agency of Joseph or any other man. The Holy Spirit would
come upon her. What did that
mean for Mary? She would become pregnant before marrying
Joseph. Before having sex with
any man. Who would believe
that? What would people think
of her? Of Joseph? What would
her parents think? What would
Joseph himself think?
What were Mary’s expectations
when she said to Gabriel, “Behold, I
am the servant of the Lord; let it be
to me according to your word”?
How could she possibly have
known how disruptive that baby
boy would be for her entire life?
From the moment she conceived, everything in her life
(continued on Page 2)

A Word From Pastor Mark
I hope that you have found the
Advent sermon series “From the
Broken For the Broken” beneficial for your life. It truly is amazing to read the various names
included Jesus’ genealogy. Rahab
- the Canaanite prostitute whom
God rescued impending destruction of her peoples’ and city and

redeemed her from her past. He
gave her dignity- even including
her name in the Hall of Fame of
Faith in Hebrews 11. Ultimately,
God chose her to be an ancestor
to Jesus.
And then Bathsheba, who was
sinned against by the most pow-

erful King at the time. King David took her purity by sleeping
with her while she was married
and after finding out she was
pregnant had her husband killed.
God saw what King David
thought was secret. God redeemed Bathsheba from her pain
(continued on Page 3)
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective (continued)
changed.
First, the whispers
when she became obviously
pregnant before she got married.
Then, to fulfill prophecy (and
obey Caesar), she would give
birth in Bethlehem, far from her
home in Nazareth. They would
later have to escape to Egypt to
flee Herod’s cruel decree.
And what did Mary make of Simeon’s prophetic words: “and a
sword will pierce through your own
soul also”? Mary was there when
her son turned the water into
wine. She was also there when
the Roman soldiers drove the
nails through his wrists. She
witnessed her son’s death by
crucifixion. She was also a witness of her son’s resurrection.
How many women can say that?
Mary’s out-of-wedlock pregnancy
forced Joseph to deal with some
distressing questions. Knowing
the baby was not his, whose was
it? Though the angel’s appearance to Joseph in a dream settled
that question, he also had to live
with the village gossip. And what
was it like to raise a son who
was not his biologically, and
whose real Father was Almighty
God in heaven?
The shepherds were peacefully
minding their own business,
watching their flocks by night in
the fields outside Bethlehem,
when their quiet evening was
unexpectedly disrupted first by
one angel and then by a whole
choir of angels lighting up the
sky.
The wise men were led by a star
far away from their home in the
East to the place where Jesus
was in Bethlehem.
Herod’s reasonably secure reign
as king of the Jews was disrupted
by the news that the Messiah had
been born in Bethlehem. Many
mothers of baby boys in the
Bethlehem region lost their sons
to Herod’s slaughter of the innocents.
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The innkeeper was not the only
one who needed to “prepare
him room” at Jesus’ birth. Everyone involved in the story had
their life impacted – some positively, some negatively, some
both – by the birth of Jesus.
The Son of God’s entrance
into the world was very disruptive to all who were part
of or witness to his coming.
Mary and Joseph could not
merely “add baby Jesus” to their
lives and continue as before. He
changed everything for them.
And he continues to do the
same today.
Receiving Jesus into our lives
requires us to “prepare him
room.” Many do not understand
that.
Many assume that
“believing in Jesus” - the Savior
who is Christ the Lord – is just a
matter of adding faith in Jesus to
their life and then continuing on
as before with little changed.
Adding a Christmas Eve service
to their holiday celebrations –
maybe. Adding church attendance regularly – or irregularly –
depending on other schedule
priorities. Giving some money in
the offering plate – but not
enough to impact the family
budget. Giving some time as a
volunteer at church or in the
community – but not enough to
limit other important activities.
Modifying the most sinful of
one’s habits – but nothing too
extreme.
This is what Christian faith is for
many in our culture. Live your
life the way you want – add faith
in Jesus to it – and go on living
life the way you want. Not very
disruptive at all.
No major
changes necessary. Just add a
little belief in Jesus to the life you
choose.
Receiving Jesus requires
more than adding a little
Jesus to our lives as we
deem convenient. Receiving
Jesus requires “preparing
him room.”

When
Jesus
enters
someone’s heart, he enters
in order to reign as Lord.
For that’s who he is. He rearranges everything. He disrupts everything. He changes everything. With our consent. Not against our will. But
he comes to make all things new.
He comes to save what is lost.
He comes to heal what is broken. He comes to cleanse what
is filthy. He comes to remove,
to replace, to re-arrange, to
make clean, to make new, to
make whole. All of which is
disruptive.
His goal? To take that which
is most unlike him – and
transform it into someone
who increasingly reflects his
likeness. He doesn’t just add a
little faith to the old life. With
our consent, he crucifies the old life
and in its place raises up and creates a new life with a new identity,
a new purpose, and a new destiny.
Death and resurrection is a
disruptive process.
If you try to add a little Jesus to
your life, you may discover that
you miss out on his life-changing
salvation altogether. To experience the salvation Jesus
came to bring, you must
prepare him room, receive
him into your heart as Savior and Lord, and then let
him disrupt your life in order
to make you into a new person with a new purpose and
new destiny.
This Christmas, prepare him
room. Prepare him room in
your heart to disrupt your
life in order to give you a
new life that is better than
anything you could have imagined.
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A Word from Pastor Mark (continued)
and loss- loss of her marriage, dignity,
death of her husband and baby and honored her by choosing her to be the mother
of King Solomon.

We go from this great Advent series to
another book of the Bible that we have
desired to dig into for quite some time. It
is a book that will challenge our thinking
and help to grow us into deeper students

Ruth was a young Moabite woman. She
experienced the brokenness of the loss of
her husband and the pain of not conceiving
a child with him before he died. She chose
to cling to her Israelite Mother-in-law rather than go back to her home and possibly
get remarried. And God directed Ruth’s
life to bring her to the Promised Land and
provide her with a husband and a son who
would be the grandfather of King David and
future heir of Jesus.
Jacob was a deceiver. He sought to get
ahead by acquiring his brother’s birth right.
And Jacob connived to receive his father’s
blessing reserved for the first born son.
And yet God chose this deceiver and gave
him the name Israel. Jacob struggled with
God and so do we. It was through Jacob’s
offspring that Jesus would come.
God has a gigantic heart for the broken
because He came from broken people. He
is committed to transforming broken lives.
It doesn’t matter how troubled your past
or how great your sins. God’s grace is
greater than all our sins. May you and I
remember that truth in the good times and
in the times when we fail.

Hebrews 4:16 (ESV)
16
Let us then with confidence draw near to
the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.
Hebrews 11:6 (ESV)
6
And without faith it is impossible to
please him, for whoever would draw near
to God must believe that he exists and that
he rewards those who seek him.

of God’s Word. Hint: the book is caffeinated that will help you get grounded. It is
HeBREWS :).
The book of Hebrews shows us that Jesus
is greater than anyone or anything. He is
greater than angels, the Jewish Torah, Moses and several others listed in the book.
Some of the most well known verses are:
Hebrews 4:12 (ESV)
12
For the word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of
joints and of marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Hebrews 10:24–25 (ESV)
24
And let us consider how to stir up one
another to love and good works, 25 not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit
of some, but encouraging one another, and
all the more as you see the Day drawing
near.
Hebrews 13:5 (ESV)
5
Keep your life free from love of money,
and be content with what you have, for he
has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake
you.”
I am excited to embark on this journey
with you beginning the end of January.

Church Financial Report
Giving to the General Fund (church budget) for the first three Sundays of December has averaged $19,270 (compared to
budget of $16,350).
The Holiday Missions Offering minimal goal has been met. All the in-house matching funds have been used. Our homegrown missionaries and our two TTI missionaries are fully funded. All remaining giving to the Holiday Missions Offering
will go to TTI for church-planting among unreached people groups. TTI will match those gifts.
Thank you and God bless you for your generous support of the Lord’s work through Cornerstone.
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Pastor Drew’s Webb of Worship
The last couple months I have devoted this space to conveying a bit
of the significance of God’s Word.
As we begin 2020 this may help us
set new goals for ourselves. These
need not simply be
goals about reading a
certain amount of
the Word, but also
relate to how we
even view Scripture.
The passage we’ve
been examining is
Psalm 19.7-9. 7 The
law of the Lord is
perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making
wise the simple; 8 the precepts of
the Lord are right, rejoicing the
heart; the commandment of
the Lord is pure, enlightening
the
eyes; 9 the fear of the Lord is
clean, enduring forever; the rules of
the Lord are true, and righteous
altogether.
After laying out the groundwork for
Scripture’s benefits and value to the
believer verse 10 takes us a bit
deeper into Scripture’s value.
“More to be desired are they than
gold, even much fine gold; sweeter
also than honey and drippings of the
honeycomb.”
I don’t know about you, but I have
read this verse many times in my
life, but it was not until I was studying this passage that it’s meaning
began to sink in. I don’t ever think
about gold; it’s not something I seek
after and try to obtain. In my mind
gold is just one of those things that
resides in some secret underground
vault at Fort Knox. Few people
have gold, other than some pieces of
jewelry. Consequently we have lost
our understanding of what it means
to desire gold - or Scripture.
In the world of the ancients gold
was the standard means to understanding someone’s wealth. The
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amount of gold someone had was
directly related to that person’s status. If someone didn’t have any gold
then it is likely they did not hold a
high position of status. When someone had everything they wanted in
life it was the amount of gold they
possessed that truly indicated their
value. To have a lot of gold meant
you had everything you desired in
life. The only thing left to accumulate was gold.
To desire Scripture more than gold is
to arrive at the conclusion “I need
nothing else in life. I have all that I
need in Scripture.” Scripture is of
the highest value for it contains all
that we need for life and godliness.
God has given us specific knowledge
of Him in Scripture and this flows
into our knowing and understanding
God’s ways better.
The last part of that verse looks at
the sweetness of honey. It is safe to
say that honey was not necessary for
the survival of those in biblical times.
Honey is not foundational to anyone’s health and well-being, it is a
luxury item, as sweets are in our
times. However, I would certainly
make the argument that dark chocolate is good for my health!
When you truly consider what this
verse is actually saying it may strike
you as a bit odd...God’s Word is
luxurious, extravagant, taking us beyond simple necessities to the amazing riches of God’s grace found in
Jesus Christ. Christ is revealed all
throughout Scripture and through it
we come to know and experience
Him more.
Ephesians 2.4-7 4 But God, being rich
in mercy, because of the great love
with which he loved us, 5 even when
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ — by grace you have been
saved — 6 and raised us up with him
and seated us with him in the heav-
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enly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that
in the coming ages he might show
the immeasurable riches of his grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
David closes out Psalm 19 with a
plea “Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight, O Lord,
my rock and my redeemer.” King
David understood the human condition and the depth of sin and so
through all of his pondering of God’s
Word he still longs for his words
and thoughts to be God-centered.
His desire is for a clear conscience
before God and man. He is hopeful
that in meditating on God’s Word
and allowing it to sink into his heart
that he will be kept back from sin.
In this next year don’t just desire to
consume more of the Word, but
grow the desire in you to see Scripture for all it is worth. It is of the
utmost value, not only in meeting
our daily needs, but also in experiencing all the good things that God
has for us in life. Through Scripture
His blessings are poured into our
hearts as we are made more and
more aware of who God is and all
He has done. God bless you in this
new year!
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Pastor Steffan’s Reckless Obedience
“And he said to them, “Follow me, and I
will make you fishers of men.” (Matthew
4:19)
“Follow me.” The call of Christ is a call
to follow. It sounds simple and straightforward enough, yes?
“Follow me.”
Truth is, these may be the two most
loaded words in all the New Testament.

Thus, ensuring that the rabbi’s teaching
continued long after he was gone.
Yes, to answer a rabbi’s call to “follow
him,” was to begin the process of
“becoming,” becoming just like the rabbi
you follow, and then, in turn, calling others to do the same.
Jesus was a first-century rabbi.

“Follow me.”
Do we really understand what Jesus is
calling us to do in calling us to follow
him, to be his disciple? Do we really
understand what following a firstcentury rabbi entailed? Or has the
concept of followership been so corrupted in our twenty-first-century social media society that Jesus’ words
have lost all their meaning and impact?
Today, we “follow” and “unfollow” with
a conditional, selfish, indifference. We
listen only to those with whom we agree,
and as a result, learn only what we already knew. We block, unfriend, or
unfollow anyone whose views may conflict with our own, and in doing so, fail to
grow in any meaningful measure. We
resist change, cherish the security of
sameness, and protect the life that we
have at the cost of a life that was meant
to be.
That is, if we follow anyone at all, we
follow only up to a point, and only if
there is no real cost to following.
But when a first-century rabbi called
someone to follow him, it was both a call
to live and a call to die. A call to die to
one’s old self and a call to enter into a
new life. It was a call to abandon all that
one had, to literally leave behind family,
friends,
belongings,
and
selfdetermination, everything, to go with
your rabbi,
to begin to think as your rabbi
thought,
say what your rabbi said,
and to do what your rabbi did,
all for the purpose of eventually becoming who your rabbi was.

May our words, be they spoken in
our personal or professional lives, be
full of grace and truth, seasoned with
salt, so that others may hear and
know Christ when they hear our
words.
Have you begun to do what Jesus does?
May our actions model Christ. In
both our personal and professional
lives, may we seek justice, love mercy, and walk humbly as those who
serve the LORD. May we be a father
to the fatherless, a defender of widows, and commit to caring for the
least of us.
Are you becoming who Jesus is?

Jesus calls his disciples, then and now, to
“follow him.”
Are you a follower of Jesus? It is a valid
question. It is an important question.
As Paul writes, “Examine yourselves, to
see whether you are in the faith. Test
yourselves. Or do you not realize this
about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in
you? - unless indeed you fail to meet the
test!” (2 Cor 13:5-6)
Are you becoming just like the rabbi you
claim to follow? Or, are you stubbornly
holding on to our old life, with its trappings of safety and self-will? Are you willing to forsake everything and begin the
process of becoming like Jesus?
One cannot both change and remain the
same.
Have you seen a change in your life since
answering Jesus’ call to follow him?
Have you begun to think as Jesus thinks?
Through the study of God’s word and
the practice of spiritual disciplines,
may we fill our minds with truth,
transforming us, so that his thoughts
become our thoughts, his will becomes our will, and we begin to see
others as he does.
Have you begun to say what Jesus says?

It is said that sanctification is the process of becoming, by the power of
Christ, who we already are, in Christ,
for the purpose of bringing glory, to
Christ. May we recklessly pursue our
becoming, willingly sacrificing who we
were to become who we were created to be.
As the new year begins, may each of us
as Cornerstone be found to be following
hard after Jesus, and in doing so, becoming like him, telling others about him, and
bringing glory to him. May this year be
the year in which our vision becomes our
reality.
“Every Christ-follower a disciple; every
disciple a disciple-maker.”
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Trudi Clark

Iva Carter

21
Stan Ray
Tony & Elisabeth Rupe

28
Rebekah Arana
Kathy Wilke

Dale Arentson

13

Rhonda Halterman
Colleen Olson
Jodi Reid

20

Laura Kuster
Isaac Simmons
Brad & Peggy Bliss

27

Deanna Allbrook
Olivia Graham
David Mess

Megan Knight
La Vonne Skadal

12

Dennis Blake
Juliet Brewer
Anna Salowitz

19

Brinlee Snell

26

14

Katelyn Tee

7

6

5

Ella Payton

29

Sarah Hansel
Rocky Ranfeld
Elisabeth Rupe
Angie Sailer
Jennifer Schmelter

22

Bella Perrin

15

Sidney Tingle

Don Paulus

30

Alice green
Joyce Halterman

23

Morgan Keppy
Jordan Reid
Paul & Sharon Hojnacki

16

Blake McCloy

9

Adriane Hubbard

Sena Hagedorn

8

2

1

Noah Shepherd

31

Jan Kloss
Kyle Skinner

24

17

Elle Loehr
Pastor Drew Webb
Jay Wilke

10

Libby Hasenmiller
Miles Olsen

3

25

Rachel Biehl

18

Leilana Keeney

11

4
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5 AM Communion
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DWT)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
6

20

12 Nurse’s Office Open
13
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
6:00 pm YPT Meeting
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DWT)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
19

26

Newsletter Articles Due

27

7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
Martin Luther King Jr Day
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DWT)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
6:00 pm SOLID Girls Overnighter

7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DWT)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)

7
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

1
CBC Offices Closed
No Evenin g Activities

8 6:30 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:00 pm AWANA
6:00 pm Bible Study & Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
7:00 pm SOLID Youth
15 6:30 am Men meet @
14
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:00 pm AWANA
6:00 pm Bible Study & Prayer (DW)
7:00 pm Men’s Study, room 214 6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
7:00 pm SOLID Youth
8:30 pm Elder Meeting
22 6:30 am Men meet @
21
Tasty Café, Eldridge
8:45-10:30 am MOPS
6:00 pm AWANA
6:00 pm Bible Study & Prayer (DW)
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
7:00 pm Men’s Study, room 214 7:00 pm SOLID Youth
29 6:30 am Men meet @
28
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:00 pm AWANA
6:00 pm Bible Study & Prayer (DW)
7:00 pm Men’s Study, room 214 6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
7:00 pm SOLID Youth

2
11:3 0 am Ladies Luncheon at
Red Lobster
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
ROCK

9
9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
ROCK

16
9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
ROCK

23

4

7:00 am Men’s Study - DWT

11

3

10

18

25

7:00 am Men’s Study - DWT

17

24

31

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 9:30-11:00 am Food Pantry
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
ROCK
7:00 pm Missions Meeting

30
9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
ROCK
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January
Food Pantry
Items
“Soups, fruit,
hot & cold
cereals”
Please place
donated items
on the cart
outside the
nursery.
Thank you!

Cornerstone Kids’ Connection, by Sandy Nass, DOCM
As I count my ‘gratefuls’ (as a
sweet friend of mine puts it) at
the end of 2019 and look ahead
to 2020, I have many. Each of
the approximately one hundred
and forty different volunteers
who rotate through Cornerstone Kids, weekly or monthly,
are near the top of my list. On
any given Sunday, thirty volunteers serve in Cornerstone Kids
between the nursery, Children’s
Church, and Sunday School at
our two campuses. Additionally,
20-30 volunteers serve in our
AWANA
program
each
Wednesday night. Then, there’s
VBS each June… We are a
church of approximately fourhundred people, about one hundred of them children, which
means nearly half of the remaining people are involved in Children’s Ministry. Wow! Thank
you to all who are taking ownership of Cornerstone’s vision of

‘Every Christ-follower a disciple;
every disciple a disciple-maker’
by making disciples in Cornerstone Kids.
One of our preschoolers accepted Christ a couple of months
ago, praying back Truth statements about God TO God that
he learned in Sunday School and
Children’s Church.
We are
making disciples!
A special thanks to all who were
involved in our Kids’ Christmas
programs: Barbi Wheaton and
Christina Walls at the
DeWitt campus and Laura
Kuster, Jenny Burklow,
Lynda Nigh, and Pastor
Drew at the Eldridge
campus. I’m so grateful
for your gifts and your
willingness to use them to
honor the Lord.

Pine Lake Christian Camp Winter Retreats are coming up:
Grades 9-12 January 17-19,
Grades 2-5 January 24-26, and
Grades 6-8 February 7-9. Cost
is $45. (Note - We do not have
a driver or leader to go with the
kids any of these weekends, at
this point.)
What an honor it is to serve in
my role here at Cornerstone;
I’m so grateful for the opportunity. Have a blessed New Year!

2020 Pine Lake Winter Retreats
2020 Pine Lake retreats are soon approaching. This year’s theme is “Catching Fire:
Igniting our faith in God!” It will focus on how our “faith without works is dead,” from
James 2:14-25. Below is a list of the different retreats and dates. To register go online
at pinelakes.org. Use password “WINTERCORNER20” for our church discount.
Dates:
January 17-19 High Teens (Grades 9-12)
Speaker: Billy Bergman
January 24-26 Juniors (Grades 2-5)
Speaker: Linda Hedstrom
February 7-9 Teens (Grades 6-8)
Speaker: Alex Andrews

Family News
Congratulations to Pastor Scott & Beth on the birth of their new
little grandson, Jensen Boaz, born on December 8th, weighting 7
lbs.,1oz. and 19 inches long. Parents are Kyle & Erika Morris.
Our deepest Sympathy goes out to the following families.
Brewer family on the loss of Larry’s mother, Joan Bergren.
Staples family on the loss of Todd’s mother, Barbara.
Christenson family on the loss of Tad’s brother, Jason.
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Sonshine Community Ministries, by Jan Kloss
Nothing to ask for this month; just lots of
“thank yous”:
Thank You God: For allowing me to serve.
Thank You Cornerstone Pastors: For
teaching and encouraging and motivating
me.

Thank You Shelly Curry: For all that you
do; especially during the Christmas season.

Junior Church Volunteers, VBS staff, and
Pastors who teach those that I bring to
Cornerstone.

Thank You to the Bowl-a-Thon Crew:
Gerry & Judy Hodgett, Jeff Halterman,
Jason & Amanda Schwartzhoff, the Board
Members.

Thank You: To all who donate clothes,
Bibles, gifts, food, etc. to Sonshine.

Thank You Monthly Supporters: For your
support.

Thank You: To my family, friends and
Cornerstone Church Family who encourage me and care for me and those that I
bring to church.

Thank You: To those who give one time
(or more) givers/supporters.

I really hope I have not forgotten anyone. I
could not do what I do without the help,
support, and prayers that are given.

Thank You Julie Tingle: For your patience,
for always reminding me that a newsletter
is due, and for being so helpful when I
need it.
Thank You Board Members: Jan Lindstrom
(Sonshine’s Accountant), Sue Morris
(Board President) Dan McElhiney (Board
Secretary)
Thank You Ed White “Good News Club”
Volunteers: Christine Lee, Bev Koppes,
Dan McElhiney, Sharon Alexander, Teresa
Bivens, Suzy Gainer, and Jenny Burklow.
Thank You: To all that prays for Sonshine
Ministries

Thank You Marv VanEe: For filling so
many transportation needs.

Thank You: To everyone who participated
in any way in the Bowl-a-Thon.
Thank You: To the” Birdies for Charities”
givers.

Merry Christmas to All and May 2020 be
the Best Year Ever!!

Peace, Joy, God’s Provision, and most of
all, Love,

Thank You: To all who gave to the Christmas Giving (Kids, Teens, and Nursing
Home Residents).
Thank You: To the Sunday School Teachers, AWANA staff, Youth Group staff,

Upcoming S.O.L.I.D. Youth Events
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

December 24th — Christmas Eve Services at 4:00 & 10:00 pm. We would love for families to join us.
December 25th — No SOLID, Merry Christmas!
January 1st — No SOLID, Happy New Year!
January 8th — SOLID Resumes with new sermon series “Book of James.”
January 19-20th — SOLID Girls Night at Grace Lutheran Camp — more details coming.
Spring Conference either in March13 & 14 or April 3 & 4 — Parents please vote by Dec. 30th.
Here is the link https://doodle.com/poll/ppprt6xt9bbwgf46. Packets will soon be available with all
the trip details including schedules, costs, & required paperwork.
June 15-20 - SOLID Missions Trip to Henderson, KY - more details will be coming.

Please be watching your emails for upcoming event details. If you are not on our email list, please let
one of our youth leaders know or contact Julie Tingle at 563-285-8080.

Wednesday Night
Fun
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Paul Hovey’s Discipleship Corner
Discipleship Corner, January
2020: The Lordship of Christ
One of the goals of discipleship
is obedience to the Lord in all
that He commands of us and
desires for us. Willing obedience
is a necessary attribute in the
character and disposition of a
disciple.
There are, however, many things
we are commanded to do but
don’t, things like: witnessing,
confessing our sins to one another, being baptized, giving financially, or participating in mission.
Every time we choose not to do
something God asks of us, we
are saying something about the
lordship of Christ in our lives.
We may not be obvious about
our disinclination to Christ’s
Lordship over all our lives. But
we can still resist giving Him full
authority to ask whatever He
desires of us. In today’s church, I
believe our resistance to Christ’s
lordship comes from subtle,
below-the-surface attitudes. Let
me give you a few examples.
First, we can intellectualize the
things we are asked to do. We
convince ourselves that the success is in the learning, and skip
the doing that goes along with
the truth. This is why Paul
warns against getting caught up
in foolish controversies (2Ti2:23,
Titus3:9). We come to believe
our faith is for discussing and not
for living.
Second, we can become omitters
of the faith. We simply don’t do
what we know we ought to do.
Omitters hide by being seen at
all the right functions. However,
they have little testimony or
encouragement for fellow believers because they have done little
living out their faith under the
lordship of Christ. Such people
are ready enough to hear the
word, but not to do it (Jas1:2224).

CORNERSTONE

Third, we live lives of Christian
busyness. This is what Jesus is
talking about when he asks the
Pharisees, “And why do you
break the commandment of God
for the sake of your tradition?” (Matt15:3) We are busy
with things that we have decided
are godly, but are actually our
own rules through which we
escape the Lordship of Christ.
A final way we resist the Lordship of Christ is legalism, being
about the right things for the
wrong reasons. Legalistic living
suggests that we believe that we
can do a better job being the
lord of our lives than Christ.
Legalistic works are not good
because they precede the gospel
and Christ instead of proceeding
from them.
Discipleship is learning to hear
and follow the voice of the Lord
without resisting or hesitating. It
is learning how to put our own
tendencies and desires aside for
Christ, trusting that His will and
ways are best.
So we must ask
ourselves: Is Jesus
my Lord, and not
just my Savior? Do
I really believe that
I can trust Him
with my life? Do I
believe that what
He
commands
truly is for my
good?
Is seeing
Christ
exalted
through my obedience worth the discomfort of
letting go of my own will and
desires?
Am I daily walking
closely with Him so that I can
hear and obey, because I know
Him and want to please Him?
These are difficult questions, but
their answers go to the heart of
our allegiance to Christ. True
disciples commit themselves to
living according to the master’s
ways because they believe this is
how they will become like Him.

CONNECTION

And this is what every disciple
desires: transformation into
Christ-likeness.
We don’t obey because we have
to earn our righteousness. We
obey because we love and believe in our Savior. Learning
obedience is a lifetime endeavor,
yes. But we have to start sometime. Why not today?
Learning obedience is much easier to do in purposeful community with others who are likeminded in living lives of obedient
faith. It is much easier when you
are doing life intentionally with
others who want to see you
succeed in faithful obedience. A
discipleship relationship is precisely the type of trusting relationship in which you can start
where you are and develop obedience, under the guidance of a
discipler.
Consider finding
someone to run the race with.
Consider helping someone run
well. Christ is worth it.

VOLUME
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Message from Prayer Ministry Team, by Bucky & Anna Marie Percuoco
My Pleasure
Don’t you just love the drive-through
response at Chic-Fil-A when you order
your food?
Someone says it is their pleasure to serve
you. It isn’t their job, or an inconvenience, or forced labor, but a desire to
serve you.
Once I attended a Bible study with prayer
for individual needs at the end and a woman was asked to pray for a certain individual. “I’d love to,” she replied. I was taken
aback at her cheerful eagerness to pray.
Wow, I thought, if God loves a cheerful
giver, then He must really love her for
cheerfully giving of herself to pray for
another.
I did a self-check. I wasn’t eager like that.
My thinking needed a correction. Jesus has
delegated to us the authority of His name

to speak out for others (against principalities and powers) and to declare the truth
of God’s word on their behalf.
What a powerful ministry! To speak out
God’s word (His will) on behalf of others.
Jesus Himself has a present-day ministry of
intercession (Hebrews 7:25) and instructs
us likewise to pray for all (1 Timothy 2:1).
He isn’t lounging on His throne just waiting for the last trumpet to sound!
There are numbers of people in darkness
and under attack that need God’s intervention, especially in our government.
Ezekiel 22:30 says God looked for someone who would make up the hedge and
stand in the gap to stop destruction. But
He found no one. Today, can we step up
to answer His call for an intercessor? Can
we find pleasure in standing in the gap for
another?

Like apples of gold in settings of silver is a
word spoken in right circumstances
(Proverbs 25:11). Our words in prayer,
inspired by God, are of great value. In
2020, let’s purpose to get God’s 20-20
vision for words to go forth from our
mouths to accomplish what He pleases
and prosper in the lives and circumstances
of others (Isaiah 55:11). When it comes
to interceding, let’s learn to say:
“My pleasure.”

2020 Winter/Spring ABF Schedule
Adult Bible Fellowship
Winter/Spring Term 2020 ABF Course Options
The following ABF courses will begin January 5th and run through May 31st unless otherwise noted in course description.
The Timothy Initiative (TTI)
Room Office Conference Room
Learn the fundamentals of becoming a disciple who, in turn, makes disciples who makes disciples.
The current TTI course will continue meeting in January and will conclude in February. A new TTI course will
then begin in February.
Course Instructor: Pastor Scott
Bible Studies for Life
Room 214
This ABF provides biblical insight and open discussion on essential topics selected to enrich spiritual growth and
discipleship. Course topics are applicable to the daily walk of the individual believer as well as those leading family discipleship. Topics include: “Defending What You Believe” and “When Life Get Hard: Big Questions about
Pain and Suffering.” Additional topics will be discussed throughout the term.
Course Instructor: Pastor Drew
Walk Thru the Old Testament
Room 215
This ABF provides an on-going verse-by-verse study of the Old Testament. This in-depth study offers a deeper
understanding of how the Old Testament books of history, law, wisdom, and prophecies all point to coming of
Jesus Christ.
Course Instructor: Stan Howell
Walk Thru the New Testament Room 216
This ABF provides a verse-by-verse study of each book of the New Testament. The class is currently studying
the book of Acts. Learn how the gospels and epistles of New Testament shaped the early church and still serve
as a light to the Christian walk in today’s world.
Course Instructor: Pastor Steffan
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We’re on the web!
www.cornerstone-eldridge.org

Holiday Service Times & Schedule

Young at Heart will be
taking a break the
month of January.

As we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, we hope you
will join us & “prepare room for Him.” Services times during the
holiday season are listed below.
Christmas Eve Services
 4:00 pm Candlelight Services at both CBC Campuses.
 10:00 pm Candlelight Services at CBC Eldridge Campus Only.

See you in February!!!

Wednesday, Dec. 25th
 CBC Offices Closed
 No Evening Activities.
December 26-27th
 CBC Offices Closed

Come and join us on Sunday Mornings!

Family Sunday
School Opportunities
Worship Services

CBC Eldridge
775 E Le Claire Rd

CBC DeWitt
320 2nd Street

9:45 am

8:45 am

8:15 & 10:45 am

10:00 am

December 29th
 Normal AM Services at both CBC Campuses.
 No Sunday School and ABF Classes at both campus.
 9:45-10:30 am Special Fellowship hour at our CBC Eldridge
Campus Only.
January 1st
 CBC Offices Closed
 No Evening Activities

