Cornerstone Connection
V O L U M E

UPCOMING
EVENTS
• Dec 2 AM Communion
• Dec 2 AWANA Goal Party
• Dec 6 Women’s Ministry
Special Event
• Dec 7 Food Pantry
• Dec 7 Young at Heart
Christmas Party
• Dec 11 MOPS
• Dec 15 Trustee Meeting
• Dec 16 Children’s
Program
• Dec 19 SOLID Christmas
Party
• Dec 24 Candlelight
Services at both Campuses
• Dec 24-26 CBC Offices
Closed
• Dec 26 No Evening
Activities
• Dec 30 AM Special
Fellowship Hour —
CBC Eldridge Campus
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective —“A Humble God”
Why did Jesus come from heaven to earth as He did?
There are theological and soteriological (salvation) reasons why
the eternal Son of God needed
to become fully human.
The pre-existent Son of God
became human to reveal God to
us; to die as a sacrifice for our
sins; to reconcile us to God.
Sinful people cannot approach a holy God unless a
sacrifice has been offered for
their sins. A crucial question
any religion must answer is:
what sacrifice is sufficient to take
away our sins – and who is qualified to offer that sacrifice on our
behalf?
The Bible teaches that the sin of
man incurs a debt or penalty that
can be paid only by the death of
man – the wages of sin is death
– and there is no forgiveness of
sins without the shedding of
blood signifying the death of a
sacrifice. Unless a suitable Substitute Sacrifice be found, we
must each pay our own debt by
our own death. Sin separates us
from God – and from His life – and
death makes permanent and eternal this separation. When a man
dies in his sins – he is eternally
lost and condemned and separated from God. The soul that sins

shall die – the man who dies in his
sins dies separated from God –that
is the law of sin and death.
The justice of God requires that the
penalty of death must be paid by a
man because the transgression was
committed by a man. Each man

“Granted that the Son
of God needed to
become a man – why
the particular man that
Jesus of Nazareth
was? Why didn’t the
Son of David come to
earth in a more
David-like form?”
must pay the penalty for his own
sins – unless a qualified Substitute could be found. Yet the
Substitute offering himself as a
Sacrifice for sin must be sinless
and infinite – sinless so as to pay
the penalty for others rather than
himself – and infinite so as to pay
the penalty for all others and not
just for one other.
All men are disqualified by
virtue of their own sins. All
angels are disqualified by virtue
of not being men created in
God’s image. All animals and
other living creatures are dis-

qualified by virtue of not being
men created in God’s image.
And God Himself is disqualified by
virtue of His deity and immortality –
God is Spirit and cannot die.
If not men or angels or animals
or God Himself, who does that
leave?
Good News of the Gospel:
the Eternal Word of God –
God’s Only Son – entered
our world by taking on the
mortal flesh of a Man -- Jesus
of Nazareth – to pay the
penalty of death for our sin.
As the Son of God – He is holy,
sinless and infinite – the Perfect
Sacrifice. As the Son of Mary –
He is fully human with a mortal
body capable of death. The only
answer to the dilemma is Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, coming
to earth in human flesh to pay
the penalty of death for the sins
of all men.
It was for this reason that the
Son of God came to earth in the
flesh -- assuming a human body
capable of death – in order that
he might become in dying a sufficient Substitute for all – and
might thereby put an end to the
dominion of sin and death and
Satan.
When Jesus offered his
mortal body as the Perfect Substitute for us all – He fulfilled in his
(continued on Page 2)

A Word From Pastor Mark
“My eyes have seen the downfall
of my enemies; my ears have
heard the defeat of my wicked
opponents. 12 But the godly will
flourish like palm trees and grow
strong like the cedars of Lebanon. 13 For they are transplanted
to the Lord’s own house. They

flourish in the courts of our
God. 14 Even in old age they will
still produce fruit; they will remain vital and green. 15 They will
declare, “The Lord is just! He is
my rock! There is no evil in
him!” (Psalm 92:11–15 NLT)

God is at work in our older
generation. We are seeing green
leaves and fruit from those who
have walked with Christ longer
than most of us. In the past
month there have been three
unique stories of God’s working
in our older family.
(continued on Page 3)
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Hebrews 4:16

Pastor Scott’s Perspective (continued)
death all that was required to set
us free from the law of sin and
death. By the sacrifice of His
body, Jesus put an end to the law
of sin and death by fulfilling the
penalty of that law – and He
made a new beginning of life for
us through his bodily resurrection from the dead.
It was for our salvation that
the Son of God came from
heaven to earth to be born
and live and die as a man –
the sinless sacrifice for our
sins.
Yes, but why did Jesus come from
heaven to earth as He did?
Granted that the Son of God
needed to become a man – why
the particular man that Jesus of
Nazareth was? Why a Jewish man
and not a Roman or Greek? Why a
Jewish man under Roman occupation and not a Jewish man at a time
when Jews controlled the land of
Israel? Why a carpenter-builder’s
son and not a priest or prince or
general or aristocrat or warrior or
philosopher or political leader?
Why didn’t the Son of David come
to earth in a more David-like form
– as a revered leader and warrior
and poet and king? Wouldn’t the
sacrifice of a man more like David
– or Moses – or Solomon – wouldn’t that sacrifice have been just as
sufficient as an atonement for sin?

A case could be made that in the
history of the human race no
people has been as hated and
targeted for genocide as the
Jewish people. Egyptians, Philistines, Assyrians, Babylonians,
Romans, Europeans, Nazis – and
their modern day counterparts
to this very day all over the
world – all seeking the destruction of the Jewish State of Israel
and the annihilation of the Jewish
people.
And a recent CNN
poll showed widespread antiSemitism and ignorance of the
Holocaust in Europe.
So why did God send His Son to
earth as a Jew? Yes, to fulfill the
prophecies – but why choose the
Jews in the first place and utter
those Messianic prophecies?
Bill Hybels (“Descending into
Greatness”): “The greatest reason
for believing in the power of downward mobility is the example of
Christ. The one worthy of all worship and the source of all power
was born as a helpless baby in a
dirty animal stable. Once his life on
earth began, Jesus never stopped
descending. Omnipotent, he cried;
the owner of all things, he had no
home. The King of kings, he became a bondservant; the source of
truth, he was found guilty of blasphemy; the Creator, he was spit on
by the creatures; the giver of life, he
was crucified naked on a cross.
With his death, his descent was

complete – from the pinnacle of
praise in the universe to the ultimate debasement and torture of
death on a cross. Jesus Christ descended into God’s greatness.”
“He humbled himself” as Paul
summarizes in Philippians 2.
Of all the attributes of Deity, this
is perhaps most unexpected,
surprising, even startling. Humility.
God is powerful, yes, of course.
Holy, yes.
Omniscient, yes.
Eternal, yes. Righteous and Just,
yes. Faithful, yes. Even merciful,
kind, loving, compassionate, and
good – amazing but understandable. But humble? Who would
expect the Lord God Almighty
to be humble?
The pre-existent Son of God
became human not only to die as
a sacrifice for our sins to reconcile us to God, but also to reveal
God to us. Is He a God to be
feared? Most definitely. He is
good, but He is not safe (Aslan).
But Jesus also reveals God to
be a humble God.
A God who is humble is a God
who is approachable. “Let us
then with confidence draw near to
the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.” (Hebrews
4:16)

Women’s Ministry Special Event
On Thursday, December 6th from 7:00-8:30 pm Cornerstone Baptist Church in Eldridge will be
hosting a special one night event with special speaker, Lynn Cowell, who will be speaking about “Building
Confidence That Won’t Slip.”
Lynn Cowell is a national speaker with Proverbs 31 Ministries and is also the author of “Make Your Move:
Finding Unshakable Confidence Despite Your Fears & Failures.”
This is a FREE event for all Women and High School girls (9-12th grade). Child care will be provided for
children 10 & under.
Preregistration is required for childcare. To Register for childcare please contact Deana Trotter at 563-3493204.
We encourage you to take advantage of this great opportunity & hear how you can gain the kind of
confidence that lasts.
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A Word From Pastor Mark (continued)
About a month ago, four women at
our ELD campus were baptized.
What made this so significant it that
all of them had been Christians for
many years. The combined age of
these four women is 334 years. Do
the math. The average age of these
women is 83.5. Wow! Praise God
that they chose to obey the Lord
and take that step of faith. It is always the right time to obey the
Lord.
Second, the testimony and life of
Doug Lenhart (Tammy Bullock’s
stepdad) as he was transitioning to
the arms of Jesus was so powerful. I
have talked with many people who
were nearing their death. Some of
shown confidence in Christ. Some
have been fearful. Doug was absolutely sure and confident that he
knew what awaited him. After visiting him in the hospital I was greatly
encouraged.

Doug asked God for another week
after entering hospice so that he
could get things in order at home.
God granted him three weeks. In
those three weeks Doug was able to
get the house prepared for the family as well as share the gospel with
many people. Every hospice worker
that ministered to him heard the
gospel from a very compelling witness- the one they were to be caring
for. Doug passed away a few days
before his 81st birthday. Green and
bearing fruit to the end. His legacy
will continue to live beyond his life
here.
And this past week my father-in-law
was baptized at his church in Oregon. It was on Don’s mind to get
baptized. He was baptized as a kid
but it felt forced by his mom. This
was his opportunity to do it because
he wanted to get baptized. Don was
dunked at the young age of 80.

God is at work
in our older
family members.
We are seeing
more and more
elders coming to
Cornerstone and
committing
to
the work here.
It is so encouraging for us younger
generations to see people finishing
well. We are watching our elderswe are watching how you live, how
you walk with God, how you end
well. And that brings us great encouragement.
May we be like them…

2018 Holiday Missions Offering

Special Holiday Service Times

This year’s Holiday Missions Offering
will go to The Timothy Initiative
(TTI), the International Justice Mission (IJM), and our home-grown
missionaries.

As we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, we hope you
will join us. Services times during the holiday season are listed
below.

A matching gift of $10,000 will match
the first $10,000 given. We need to
raise at least an additional $12,000
from donations to meet our minimum goal of $22,000.
We are in the second year of a
three-year commitment to support
two missionaries (Gun and Binita) to
two UUPGs (Unengaged, Unreached
People Groups) – the Gangai people
and the Kumhar people in Nepal.
We are partnering with TTI and
Converge to reach these groups. It
costs $9,000 a year to support each
missionary, so our commitment is
$18,000.
The $18,000 we give to Converge
TTI will be matched by TTI and used
for additional church-planting among
unreached people groups in Nepal
(at $333 for each church – providing
training for lay church planters).
We also plan to give a total of
$4,000 to our eight home-grown

missionary families. Thus the minimum goal of $22,000 ($18K + $4K).
Everything exceeding this goal will be
given to IJM to combat slavery or
wherever the need is greatest.
Money given to IJM – by individuals or by churches -- before
Dec. 15 will be matched by IJM.
Money you give to the Holiday Missions
offering by December 9 will be matched
and matched again – quadrupled!
Please make your checks payable to
Cornerstone with a memo “Holiday
Missions Offering.” Or give via the
Elexio app.
Some of you with stocks and other
financial assets may want to give by
transferring stocks/assets directly to
the church brokerage account at
First Central Bank rather than selling
those assets and giving cash to the
church. (You can save capital gains
taxes by transferring assets rather
than selling and giving cash.) Contact Tony Rupe for more information.

December 23rd
 Normal AM Services at both CBC Campuses with normal
Sunday School and ABF Classes.
 Children’s Church & Nursery will be provided at both CBC
campuses.
Christmas Eve Services
 4:00 pm Candlelight Services at both CBC Campuses.
 10:0 pm Candlelight Services at CBC Eldridge Campus Only.
 No child care will be provide for services at both campuses.
Wednesday, Dec. 26th
 No Evening Activities.
 CBC Offices Closed.
December 30th
 Normal AM Services at both CBC Campuses.
 Normal Sunday School & ABF Classes at CBC DeWitt
Campus.
 Special Fellowship Hour featuring CBC’s home-grown
authors from 9:45-10:30 am at CBC Eldridge Campus —
No Sunday School or ABF Classes.
January 2nd
 AWANA, Adult Bible Study, & Prayer; No SOLID Youth.
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Pastors’
Christmas
Gifts
Cornerstone is blessed
to have a strong pastoral staff of capable and
godly men. The Elder
Board would like to
show our appreciation
for them by presenting
each family with a monetary Christmas gift.
Let’s be a blessing to
them as they are to us!
Checks may be made
out to Cornerstone
Baptist Church with a
memo “Pastors’ Gifts”
and can be placed in
the offering plate, given
to Deac Ryan or given
to any of the elders:
Larry Brewer, Kevin
Hagedorn, Stan Howell,
Jim McGimpsey, James
Simmons, or Ryan
Trotter.
Please give above and
beyond your regular
giving. These gifts are
tax deductible.
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Pastor Drew’s Webb of Worship
It’s easy to take things for granted.
When we become so familiar with a
subject or person we can, all too
easily, take that thing for granted.
When we consider Christ from the
perspective of the Church Age, the
time we are in now, which began
about 50 days after Christ’s ascension, when the Holy Spirit came
down and 3,000 believers were
added to the church in one day, we
have the luxury of looking back
through the history with Christ as
the lens through which we see everything. Of course, this enables us
to see Christ in the Old Testament,
but I suspect it can dim the anticipation of our future and permanent
salvation.
What if we didn’t have that luxury?
What if we only had the Old Testament to go off of as it relates to the
Messiah? Sure, we would still be
able to learn much about the Messiah, but I suspect our encounter with
the Messiah might be a bit more
enthusiastic and less routine as our
ancestors have waited hundreds of
years for the Messiah’s revival. We
would, perhaps, be filled with anticipation at the notion of the coming
Messiah.
In the years that transpire between
Malachi and John the Baptist’s coming there is but a smattering of people yearning to protect God’s glory
and presumably anticipating the
Messiah. Judas Maccabees and the

rebellion he led is one of the lone
glimmers of hope in those years
(from 167-160 BC).
By the time Jesus was born the
priesthood was motivated more by
politics than by true holiness. Indeed, any sense of anticipation regarding a Messiah was more politically motivated than anything - He
would be their salvation from the
Roman government.
Yet when we start reading the gospels and Acts we discover Jesus’
own words claiming to be the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.
For example in Luke 4.16-21 Jesus
read from Isaiah 61.1-2 while in the
Nazareth synagogue.
There He
declared Himself to be the fulfillment of Isaiah’s words as He was
sent “to proclaim liberty to the
captives...to proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favor.”
Those in attendance that day couldn’t see the Messiah. They marveled
at the words Jesus was using and
questioned whether He was Joseph’s son, but they could not truly
see the Messiah, the One foretold
by the prophets. I can’t help but
wonder how I might have responded had I there in the synagogue that
day.
Would I have muttered
“blasphemy” under my breath? A
few years later would I have found
myself in Jerusalem yelling “crucify
Him”? Or, might I have been so

fortunate to be pulled from the
despised status of a tax collector
and brought to new life through
Jesus, as Matthew was?
When we realize the depth of our
salvation, and don’t gloss over it, we
are more keen to see the things of
God. When I understand my own
depravity and my desire to please
the flesh seeing my need for a Savior
comes a little more naturally. Then,
through the power of Christ living in
me I don’t have to seek after “the
desires of the flesh and the desires
of the eyes and pride of life” (1 John
2.16). These realizations provoke a
desperate and grateful spirit in me,
one that does not take Christ and
His cross for granted.
Isaiah was astutely aware of God’s
holiness and knew his own righteousness could not hold up to the
awesome power God displayed in
the throne room vision of Isaiah 6.
He knew what the Messiah looked
like and this enabled Him to see the
Messiah, give witness to what He
would look like in word and in action, and to be broken - ruined
even.
May we all peer through that same
lens Isaiah did, anticipating our Savior with grateful hearts for His example and the love He shows for us,
His sheep.

Perspectives 2019
Perspectives 2019 is coming to the Quad Cities!
When:
Where:
Time:
Register at:

Tuesdays, Jan 14th-May 6 2019
Bettendorf Christian Church, 3487 Town Pointe Dr. Bettendorf
6:00 –9:00 pm
https://class.perspectives.org/Visitor/Public.aspx?ClassId=434150

For questions please contact: Robin Ludeking at (319) 830-7407 or email her at reludeking02@gmail.com
MADE FOR MORE: Use what’s in you to bless the world around you! Experience 15 powerful lessons that have
equipped thousands of every day believers with greater vision, hope, and passion. In Perspectives, scripture, history,
culture, and strategy converge to reveal the unfolding of God’s redemptive purposes. He is on a mission to bless
the peoples of the earth, and you’re invited to join Him!
Scholarships are available! Contact Jacob Salowitz at jacobsalowitz@gmail.com or a mission committee member if
you'd like to apply for a scholarship.
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Pastor Steffan’s Reckless Obedience
It is game time.
With winter comes the start of the basketball season. The high school boy’s
practices officially began on November
12th. However, pre-season conditioning
workouts actually began six weeks earlier. Some of these workouts were brutal,
more of a test of mental and emotional
strength than physical ability.
Now that they are in the gym, although
conditioning continues, a majority of the
practice time is spent in preparation for
the games. Every practice begins with
drills meant to instill the fundamentals –
dribbling, passing, footwork, and form
shooting. Time is spent learning sets and
running plays. Classroom instruction
includes film study and discussions on
core values and principles for success.
Some may wonder why they spend so
much time in preparation. Learning play
after play. Listening to the coach day
after day. Is all the preparation really
worth it? The sacrifice of time, sweat,
and blood? Why does the program continue to attract so many young men willing to go through all that is demanded of
them?
Is it the practices that attract them? If
being a member of the team entailed
nothing more than regularly showing up
for practice, running through the same
sets, rehearsing the same plays, listening
to the same lessons, would the players
continue to come? Perhaps. Some may
continue because their friends are there.
Others may continue because they want
to keep in shape. And some may stay
because they want to learn more about
basketball. But I would suggest that most
would eventually stop showing up and
leave the program. Some would quit
basketball altogether. Others would join
another team. And really, who would
blame them? Why would anyone want
to be part of a team that never actually
played any games?

For the true joy and excitement of basketball is not experienced in practice, rather,
it is found only when one actually plays
the game.
The games bring the players, not the practices.
Of course, the practices are important,
but they are a means, not the end. We
practice as preparation. If we never play
the game, what is the point of all the practice?
Perhaps the same question could be asked
of us, those who claim to be a follower of
Jesus. In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus clearly
lays out what it means to be in the game.
As Christians, we are commanded to be
disciple-makers – a process that begins
with sharing the gospel with unbelievers.
Absent evangelism, a church body is little
more than a team that practices regularly,
without ever actually playing a game.
I would suggest that all that we do inside
the church, Sunday morning services,
ABFs, Sunday School, and Bible studies are
akin to practice, that which we do in preparation for playing the game. But if we
stop there, merely practicing week after
week, month after month, should it surprise us if some quit attending, or others
leave to find another church? Sure, some
will stay because their friends are here.
Others may stay because they want to
continue to learn more about Jesus. But if
we never leave the comfort of the sanctuary to play the game, what is the point of
all the practice?
With winter comes the Christmas season.
It is a time of joy and celebration. It is
also a time with almost limitless opportunities to share the gospel. A time to get
into the game.

unless the shot is taken. And
no victory is won without the
game being played. But win or
lose, the excitement of being in the game
is what makes all the practice, preparation, and sacrifice worthwhile.
Sharing your faith can be difficult, even
scary. Speaking the name of Jesus in the
public square, or among family, can come
at a cost. But the exhilaration of witnessing someone surrender their life to
Christ, literally moving from death to life
in that moment, is like nothing else, it
makes all the practice, preparation, and
sacrifice worthwhile.
This month’s (Christmas) challenge: Get
into the game. Invite an unsaved friend
to church. Include a gospel tract or invite with the cookies you deliver to a
neighbor.
On Facebook, “like” or
“share” our online Christmas invitation.
Ask a co-worker if they celebrate Christmas, and if they do, ask them why and
what it means to them (then be prepared
to share why and what it means to you).
Understand and demonstrate grace when
spending time with family. Send or post a
link to a short video which clearly lays
out the gospel (go to our website to
view several possibilities). And pray…
pray for those in your life, in your circle
of influence, that do not know Jesus,
asking that the Spirit move in them, cause
in them a desire to know the truth, then
share that truth with them when they
come to you.
May our evangelism candle remain lit, and
our marble jar be filled to overflowing
this Christmas season.
Cornerstone, it is game time.

Yes, there is a risk. No player makes
every shot he takes. No team wins every
game they play. But no points are scored

Family News
Our deepest Sympathy goes out to the following families.
Bullock family on the loss of Tammy’s stepdad, Doug Lenhart.
Wilke family on the loss of Jay’s sister, Jennifer Eno.

Church Financial Report
Giving to the General fund (church budget) during the month of
November was very strong, averaging $18,125 per week (compared to
budget of $15,550).
Attendance has also been strong – except for the 10:45 service last
Sunday due to the impending snowstorm.
Thank you and God bless you for your faithful support of the Lord’s
work at Cornerstone.
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Dion Olson

Kim Worthington

Jeannette Long

Kevin Stanley

31

Denny Jones

Lynda Nigh

Travis Doty

30 Mike Averweg

Cassie Ferrel

Jeffrey Olson

Larry & Mari Brewer

24

23

Jan Lindstrom

25

Denny & Peggy Jones

Bill Hagge

Wyatt Sailer

18

17

16

Kate Randall

10

9

11

Lonny Eliasen

Pastor Steffan Nass

Katie Cox

Cindy Sisler

4

3

2

26

19 Steve Butler
Gavin Hubbard
Nick & Sarah Hansel

Wayne Dengler

12

William Waack

Rodrigo Quiroz

5

Gavin Trotter
Barbara Wheaton
Larry & Jalois Crotty
Nathan & Carolyn McMurrin

27 Chris Loveless

Allen Rice

20

Doug Halstead

13

6

Dustin & Cherie Henningsen

15 Dale Ambrosy
Megan Doty
Oliver Olsen

Jason Schwartzhoff

8

Richard Swanson
Aaron & Laura Schwartz

Chealsea Monroe
Kevin & Sena Hagedorn

29

Claudia Hill

28

Samuel Eliasen

22 Ramesha Goodall
Laurie Kohler
Pastor Drew & Luvy Ann Webb Beth Pearson
Luvy Ann Webb

21

Joe & Louise Collins

14

7
Verne Christopherson
Kaitlyn Knoche
Stacie Salowitz
Aria Webb
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2 AM Communion
3
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DWT)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
12:3 0 pm AWANA Goal Party
9 Nurse Office Open
10
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)

4
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

11
8:45-10:45 am MOPS
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

6 9:00 am Women’s Bible Study
5 6:30 am Men meet @
meet at Green Thumbers
Denny’s, NW Blvd., Dav.
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:00 pm AWANA
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
ROCK
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
7:00 pm Women’s Ministry
7:00 pm SOLID Youth
Special Event
13 9:00 am Women’s Bible
Study meet at Green Thumbers

20 9:00 am Women’s Bible
Study meet at Green Thumbers

6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
pm AWANA
pm Prayer (DW)
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
ROCK
pm SOLID Youth

12 6:30 am Men meet @
Denny’s, NW Blvd., Dav.
6:00
6:30
6:45
7:00

19 6:30 am Men meet @
Denny’s, NW Blvd., Dav.

CBC Offices Closed

26

27

6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
pm AWANA
pm Prayer (DW)
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in
pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
ROCK
pm SOLID Christmas Party

24

6:00
6:30
6:45
7:00

CBC Offices Closed
CBC Offices Closed
4:00 pm Candlelight Services (E)
& (DWT)
10:0 0 pm Candlelight Service (E)

25

16 7:45-8:1 0 am Prayer (E)
18
17
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
January Newsletter Articles Due 6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)

23 Nurse Office Open
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)

30 7:45-8:1 0 am Prayer (E)
31
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am Fellowship Hour (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)

7

1

7:00 am Men’s Study - DWT
7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

8

7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

29

7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

22

7:00 am Men’s Study - DWT
7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216
7:30 am Trustee Meeting

15

9:30-11:00 am Food Pantry 7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

6:00 pm Young at Heart
Christmas Party

14

6:00 pm DeWitt Adult
Christmas Party
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28
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Cornerstone Kids’ Connection, by Sandy Nass, DOCM
Lifeway Research recently completed a study, involving the parents of young adults, to determine the top
fifteen influencers of spiritual health in their young adult children. The biggest influence, by far (and not surprisingly!), is Bible reading. Lifeway’s conclusion is that children regularly reading their Bibles while growing
up has the biggest impact on their spiritual future.

Children’s
Christmas Programs
Eldridge Campus
December 16
10:45 am
At the opening of
the 2nd Worship
Service
DeWitt Campus
December 16
10:00 am
At the opening of
the Worship
Service

With that in mind, Cornerstone Kids is launching an optional Bible reading challenge after the first of the year
called the “Eat This Book Challenge” (Ezekial 3:1) for our elementary age kids. Kids will read from every
book in the New Testament over several months with challenges and incentives along the way and fantastic
prizes at the end. The goal is to get kids into the Bible and the Bible into kids so they will fall in love with
God’s Word.
If we want our kids to read the Bible, it’s important to have a Bible translation they can easily understand. In
Sunday School, Children’s Church, and AWANA we primarily use the ESV. The ESV is accurate and easy to
read, compared to some other translations, but it is written at about an 8th grade reading level. If you’d like a
translation that may be easier for kids to understand when reading on their own (or a Christmas gift idea for
any age child) you may want to try one of the following:
Infants to Age 3:
The Toddler’s Bible, V. Gilbert Beers
The Look and Tell Bible, Thomas Nelson
The Rhyme Bible, Toni Goffe
Ages 3 to 5:
The Jesus Storybook Bible, Sally Lloyd-Jones
The Rhyme Bible Storybook, L.J. Sattgast
The Big Picture Story Bible, David R. Helm
Grades K-2:
The Beginning Reader’s Bible, Thomas Nelson (storybook Bible)
NLT Hands-On Bible, Group Publishing
NIrV Minecrafters Bible, Zondervan
Grades 3 - 6
The Action Bible, Doug Mauss (storyish Bible)
NLT Hands-On Bible, Group Publishing
NIV Adventure Bible, Zondervan
Girls Life Application Study Bible, Tyndale
ESV Grow! Bible, ESV Bibles by Crossway
ESV Following Jesus Bible, ESV Bibles by Crossway
Details about the challenge will be coming out over the next month; be on the lookout for them! And
PLEASE encourage your kids to take part (and maybe consider it yourself…).
Hope you all have a wonderful Christmas season, and may God bless us as we raise the coming generation to
know Him!

Blueprint for Membership 2018 Christmas Sermon Series
C.L.A.S.S. 101
Sunday, January 13th from 4:00-7:30 p.m.
This class is designed to help you get to know
who Cornerstone is and what we believe. It is a
very relaxed and enjoyable time together. A free
dinner will be provided.
Come and get to know Pastor Scott and Pastor
Mark. Contact the CBC church office at 563-2858080 to sign up.

CORNERSTONE

CONNECTION

Our Advent sermon series for this Christmas season is entitled
“No One Like Jesus” based on scripture from Philippians 2:6-11.
We hope you will join us as we celebrate our Lord & Savior, Jesus
Christ, the greatest gift given to mankind. We encourage you to
share this gift with others by inviting them to hear the good news
of Jesus. He is the only reason for this season!
December 2 (Communion): Pre-existence
December 9: Incarnation
December 16 (Children’s program): Death
December 23: Exaltation
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Sonshine Community Ministries, by Jan Kloss
Here we are….another year almost
over. The older I get, the faster the
year seems to pass. But, the truth,
of course, is we are all blessed with
the same amount of hours, days,
weeks, months, and years as long
as we are living. It’s how we are
using those ticking time frames that
really matters. Unfortunately, I’ve
never been a good time manager….but; God’s not done with me
yet.
As I look back on 2018, I am thankful for so many things. I am thankful
that Makayla and Zach were baptized. I am thankful that Heather
joined Cornerstone. I am thankful

that we were able to start an after
school club at Ed White Elementary School. I am thankful for the
kids who have accepted Christ as
their Savior. I am thankful for the
opportunity to talk to so many kids
and adults about the saving grace of
Jesus Christ.

I am thankful for all of you who
support Sonshine Community Ministries in prayer and finances. I am
thankful for the volunteers. I am
thankful for the Sonshine Board
members. I am thankful for the
Pastors and ABF leaders who teach
me so well.

I am also thankful for 2 years of
“remission” from cancer. I am
thankful for my part-time job at Hy
-Vee (giving out samples).

Most of all, I thank God. He has
taken a broken vessel (me) and
allowed me to do something I love
(ministry).

I have so much to be thankful for.
Family-friends-my church family-my
home. I could go on and on.

So, thank you. And have a very
Merry Christmas.

Upcoming S.O.L.I.D.
Youth Events
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dec 5th Special Speaker Heather
Quiroz
Dec 12th Pastor Steffan Speaking
Dec 19th - Youth Christmas
Party/$10 Gift Exchange
Dec 26 - NO YOUTH
Jan 2 - NO YOUTH
April 5-6th - Overnight trip to
Chicago for Ignite Youth
Conference ($50 per youth)
Summer 2019 mission trip domestic 5-7 day trip being
organized

Pictured from Big Church
Night Out Event
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We’re on the web!
www.cornerstone-eldridge.org

Young at Heart will be having
their Annual Christmas Party
including a sit down dinner on
December 7th at 6:00 pm
in the ROCK.
There will be a “White
Elephant” gift exchange.
Each person wanting to
participate in this funny &
entertaining activity will
need to bring a gift.

A Weekend to Remember Marriage Conference
SAVE THE DATE! ~ MARCH 1-2, 2019
Mark and Jill Savage (founder of Hearts at
Home) will be coming to Cornerstone for
a “No More Perfect Marriages” weekend
marriage conference! The event will be
held Friday night through Saturday afternoon and will run similar in schedule to
last year’s Art of Marriage, including
meals. Content will be different, though.
This promises to be a worthy event, so
mark your calendars, spread the word,
and watch for more details after the new
year.

Hope to see you there!

Come and join us on Sunday Mornings!

Family Sunday
School Opportunities
Worship Services

CBC Eldridge
775 E Le Claire Rd

CBC DeWitt
320 2nd Street

9:45 am

8:45 am

8:15 & 10:45 am

10:00 am

