
church and keeping me here all 

these 26+ years.  Allowing for 

being absent some vacation Sun-

days, I figure I have done so 

more than 1200 times.  Corner-

stone gave me a second chance 

for a new beginning in ministry 

after my bankruptcy in 1994 

when few churches would have 

given me a second look.  Cor-

nerstone has always stood firm 

on biblical truth, but is also full of 

grace.  I can testify to that.   

 

Why then am I planning on retir-

ing within the next year?  It has 

been my desire and commitment 

for some time that I would finish 

my full-time ministry career at 

Cornerstone – and that I would 

finish well and finish strong.  That 

means concluding my senior 

pastor ministry before I start to 

decline in health or performance.  

But how does one know in ad-

“Finishing well                 
necessarily              

involves               
transitioning 

well.”  

Pastor Scott’s Perspective —“And So It Begins” 
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• April 2 Good Friday            

Communion & Services 

• April 4 Easter Sunday 

• April 7 Family Discipleship 

Night 

• April 8 Missions Meeting 

• April 11 DeWitt Youth 

Night 

• April 18 DeWitt Youth 

Night 

• April 20 MOPS 

• April 21 Family                    

Discipleship Night 

• April 23-24 Elder Retreat 

• April 25 Annual Meeting 

 

In last month’s newsletter, I 

wrote,  “When you think about 

Jesus do you see Him more as 

God or more as a man?   Yes 

Jesus is 100% God.  But He is 

also 100% man.  How you think 

about Jesus matters because 

often we perceive the God side 

of Jesus more than the human 

side.  So as we read the scrip-

tures we can miss the humanity 

of Jesus.  We can miss the per-

sonality of Jesus.”   

 

This month, I would like to focus 

on Jesus’ trueness.  Jesus is total-

ly Himself.  He doesn’t change 

based on who He is talking with- 

whether an important govern-

ment official, religious leader or a 

peasant.  He is completely true 

to Himself.   

(continued on Page 3) 

 

A Word From Pastor Mark 

vance when that time of initial 

decline will begin?  A pastoral 

search can take 6-12 months.  

What will my health or energy 

level be like in a year?  How can 

anyone in their 60s know that?  I 

could never have anticipated in 

2018 that in 2019-2020 I would 

have hip replacement surgery, 

emergency back surgery, and 
COVID.  I recovered very well 

from all of that, and my health is 

very good now, but what lies 

ahead in 2021 or 2022?  I would 

never want to leave the church 

in the mess of having to look for 

a new pastor in a hurry due to a 

medical emergency of mine.   

 

This church has been so good to 

me, the last thing I would want 

would be to overstay my wel-

come by hanging on to my posi-

tion when I start to decline in 

performance or energy.  I would 

never want to put our church 

leadership in the awkward posi-

tion of having to have a difficult 

conversation with me telling me 

that they have decided that it is 

time for me to step down.  It is 

far better that I voluntarily pass 

the baton to a younger man 

before that time might come.   

 

It is my desire that Cornerstone 

would conduct a pastoral search 

– and that the next lead pastor  

(continued on Page 2) 

After a couple of years of con-

templating retirement and some 

preliminary discussions with the 

elders about a possible succes-

sion plan and timeline, the count-

down has begun.  It is no longer 

a matter of “someday I will re-

tire,” but rather, “the plan is 

being executed, and is now large-

ly out of my control.”  We have 
hired a search firm, formed a 

search team, and are starting the 

prep work for the position of 

lead pastor to be posted.  The 

next big date is May 23 when the 

search consultant will be here to 

meet with pastors, elders, search 

team, and a few others to get 

know us in preparation for be-

ginning the actual search.   

 

I want to emphasize that I am 

fully on board with all of this.  

This is voluntary on my part, and 

the timing is by mutual agree-

ment between myself and the 

elders.  There is no problem or 

conflict or crisis precipitating this 

search.  I am in good health.  I 

still love my job.  I am not tired 

of the demands of my job.  I still 

love working with our pastors 

and staff and elders.  I love being 

part of this church family.   

 

It is still my habit on Sunday 

mornings before church to kneel 

at the altar and give thanks for 

God’s grace in calling me to this 
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective (continued) 
would begin his ministry – with 

Cornerstone in good condition 

and even on the upswing.  I 

would like my successor to in-

herit a church that is healthy, full 

of life, enjoying strong unity, in 

strong financial condition, and 

making good progress in moving 

forward with the vision.  I be-

lieve that will be the case.   
 

We hope that the pandemic will 

be in decline and that church life 

will return more to normal over 

the next several months.  More 

people are coming back to 

church now with more people 

being vaccinated.  There should 

be more opportunities for fel-

lowship and outreach and disci-

pleship in coming months.  It will 

be a good time for a new and 

younger pastor with fresh eyes, 

fresh energy, and fresh ideas to 

lead the church forward into the 

next chapter.   

 

Beth and I are praying that the 

new lead pastor will be an out-

standing leader and preacher.  

He will be our pastor too.  I 

haven’t sat under the consistent 

preaching of another pastor for 

over 42 years.  I have been 

Beth’s only lead pastor since 

seminary days.  We expect the 

next lead pastor to be an excel-

lent preacher who will feed the 

flock well.   

 

He will lack my years of experi-

ence, but he will have gifts and 

abilities beyond any I have.  He 

will be able to lead the church to 

the next level of growth and 

fruitfulness beyond what I could.   

 

The purpose of the overlap peri-

od of 3-6 months or so is not for 

me to coach him in how to be a 
pastor.  He will already know 

that and have some good pasto-

ral experience.  Rather, I will be 

a resource for him in coming to 

understand our church culture, 

and it will give him and me an 

opportunity to get to know and 

trust each other.  It is my intent 

to transfer to him as much of my 

“earned capital” of congregation-

al trust and credibility and re-

spect as I can in order to do 

what I can to help him to be 

schedules and my pastoral re-

sponsibilities.  Holidays.  Vaca-

tion timing.  Weekends.  Actual-

ly, I’ve only had a few weekends 

my entire career – mostly on 

vacation.  Normally, I don’t ever 

take off two days in a row.  Sun-

day is a work day of course.  I 

normally work 2-4 hours on 

Saturdays getting ready for Sun-
day.  Monday is my day off.  Even 

three-day weekends are normal-

ly one day off for me (and Beth).  

That is not a complaint – it is just 

a fact of life for us.  Loving my 

job makes it worthwhile.  But 

retirement – even if I work part-

time in some capacity in the 

future -- will afford me greater 

freedom and flexibility to visit 

the grandkids, take some week-

end (or weekday) mini-trips, go 

fishing on a nice midweek day, 

enjoy family holidays, etc.   

 

My oldest granddaughter is 12.  

She has spent most of her life 

overseas with my daughter and 

family.  They are back in the 

States now.  My other two 

daughters are in the States but 

live too far away to visit on a day 

trip.  As every parent or grand-

parent knows, kids grow up fast.  

I would like to be more involved 

in the lives of our 15 grandkids – 

and I would like to do so while I 

am still healthy enough to be 

active and do physical activities 

with them.   

 

Each of us looks at these changes 

from our personal point-of-view.  

But God sees the whole picture 

– present and future.  We seek 

and trust His will to be good – 

good for me and Beth and our 

family, good for the rest of our 

staff, good for Cornerstone and 

our vision and mission, and good 
for the next lead pastor and his 

family.   

 

I have full confidence in our el-

ders, search team, search firm, 

and search process to bring us a 

man who will be anointed by 

God’s Spirit to lead Cornerstone 

into its best days.  As I have said 

many times, and still believe: 

 

The best is yet to come. 

successful in his ministry.  Hope-

fully, we will be able to work 

together in the future in some 

way. 

 

Finishing well necessarily 

involves transitioning well.  It 

is NOT my desire that Corner-

stone people look back on the 

years of my ministry as the 
“good old days.”  It is my desire 

that Cornerstone will be a more 

vibrant and spiritually dynamic 

and fruitful church 5-10 years 

from now than today.   

 

As I said Sunday, Beth and I are 

not going anywhere.  We are not 

moving.  We will stay in our 

home in Eldridge.  Cornerstone 

is and will remain our church 

family.  We will continue to look 

for ways to use our spiritual gifts 

in building up this body and ad-

vancing the gospel and God’s 

Kingdom purposes.  It may even 

be possible for me to have some 

kind of part-time ministry with 

Cornerstone in the future.  

Nothing definite has been dis-

cussed or decided, and that will 

be up to the new pastor and the 

elders.   

 

Beth and I want to do what is 

best for the church and the new 

lead pastor.  And in some church 

situations, that means the former 

pastor leaving the church – for 

good.  To be honest and trans-

parent, Beth and I hope that will 

not be necessary in our situation.  

We intend to be strong support-

ers of the new pastor and his 

leadership — as we trust you 

will also — and we would like to 

remain an active part of Corner-

stone in whatever capacity he 

and the elders might think best.     

 
There are many things about my 

job that I will miss in retirement.  

I will miss working with our staff.  

I will miss going to the office.  (I 

will miss having an office at 

church).  I will miss preaching.  

On and on.  I love my job.  

There will be many losses.   

 

But also many gains.  For virtually 

our entire married life, our per-

sonal lives and family life have 

been controlled by the church 



He is not afraid of man.  He is not afraid of 

what man says about Him.  When the 

Pharisees falsely called Him a “drunkard 

and glutton” because He ate with sinners, 

Jesus didn’t quit being with those who 

were hurting.  He was true to Himself.   

 

When Jesus was being mocked and beaten, 

He didn’t see a need to speak out and 

claim His innocence.  He didn’t feel the 
need to set the record straight.  Isaiah 53:7 

(NLT), “He was oppressed and treated 

harshly, yet he never said a word. He was 

led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a 

sheep is silent before the shearers, he did 

not open his mouth.” 

 

John Eldredge in his book Beautiful Outlaw 

writes, “Neither success nor opposition 

have power over him. One day the crowds 

love him, the next they are shouting for his 

crucifixion. Jesus is the same man—the 

same personality—through the whole 

swirling tempest. Jesus is free from the fear 

of man. It is something more than integrity, 

though it certainly encompasses that. He is 

true to himself, true to his Father, true to 

what the moment most requires, true to 

love. In this forest of fig leaves, where you 

are never sure you are getting the true 

person, there is nothing false about Jesus.” 

When you come to Jesus, you come to 

Him as He is.  He is always in a good 

mood.  He is ready to hear us.  He is eager 

for that time with you.  Even if you have 

been absent from meeting with Him.  Even 

when you have not honored Him with your 

thoughts, speech and actions.  He is ready 

for you to come to Him and experience 

His forgiveness and experience a fresh 

start.      

 

A Word from Pastor Mark (continued) 
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When Jesus returns, He will return true to 

Himself.  “Then I saw heaven opened, and a 

white horse was standing there. Its rider 

was named Faithful and True, for he judges 

fairly and wages a righteous war.”  Revela-

tion 19:11 (NLT) 

 

John Eldredge writes, “When Jesus returns 

mounted on a white horse, army by his 

side, to end this horrific age and usher in 

the next, he is called by a name we haven’t 
heard in the Gospels. That name is Faithful 

and True: by that point in the story, it is 

what he deserves to be called, and it is 

what the world needs to be assured of, 

too. Faithful and true.” 

 

Jesus is faithful and true.  How many of us 

can say we are true to ourselves?  The fear 

of man, what they might think or say often 
motivates us to change who we are to fit 

in.  We do that in school.  We do that on 

social media.  We do that at work.  We do 

that at church.   

 

The more we become like Jesus, the more 

true we will become.            

Kicking off the Lead Pastor Search Process, by Larry Brewer 
Some of you might remember that during 

the annual meeting roughly two years ago I 

shared that the Elders (Lay Elders and Pas-

tors) began discussing succession planning 

for Pastor Scott. Pastor Scott shared some 

high-level thoughts on his retirement de-

sires, and we agreed that we should revisit 

this conversation periodically.  Well, with 

mixed emotions I want to let you know 

that the process is being kicked off to begin 
executing this succession plan. After over 

26 years of being the Senior Pastor at Cor-

nerstone, Pastor Scott is electing to retire.  

 
The Elders have hired a consulting firm to 

help us through the process to bring on a 

new Lead Pastor.  It’s a very big deal for 

our church and we wanted to engage 

someone with experience. The consulting 

firm that we chose, Vanderbloemen Search 

Group, is the same firm that Grandview 

church used recently in finding a successor 

for their Lead Pastor, and the same individ-

ual that Grandview church used to lead 

them through the process has been as-

signed to us. 

 
The first step in the process is to establish 

the Search team. The Elders identified the 

search team candidates, and all have agreed 

to participate. The search team consists of 

the following individuals: 

 
Elders: Brent Bullock, Larry Brewer 

(Search Chairman), Kevin Hagedorn, Pastor 

Drew 
Church Body: Carolyn Bjustrom, Abby 

Hovey, Bucky Percuoco, Mary Sue Ryan, 

Ryan Trotter and Kathy Wilke 

 
The first key meeting with our consultant is 

scheduled for May 23rd. The consultant will 

come to Cornerstone to meet with the 

Search Team, Pastors, and other staff mem-

bers. In addition, he will attend a worship 

service. Based on the information that is 

shared at these various meetings the con-

sultant will work over the summer to lev-

erage their many relationships, contacts, 

and databases to identify candidates that 

are a good fit for Cornerstone.  

 
The next key meeting with our consultant 

will be in early August where he will come 

again to Cornerstone to meet with the 

Search Team and provide candidates to 

pray over, interview, and discuss. If the 

Spirit leads the Search Team to clarity on 

the man that God has chosen for Corner-

stone, they will provide a recommendation 

to the Elders for ratification, and the Elders 

will bring the recommendation to the con-

gregation for a vote.  The new Lead Pastor 

will have a 3-6 month transition time with 

Pastor Scott so if all goes as planned, Pas-

tor Scott would finalize this transition early 

next year.  

 
This is an important time for us as a 

church, and it’s a big change. It’s a big 

change for Scott and Beth, for our other 

Pastors, and of course for the Cornerstone 

Body.  Please be in prayer over this entire 

process.  The Search Team will look to 

share progress on the search at key points 

along the way over the next several 

months.  
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Paul Hovey, our Director of Disci-

pleship, and I have been teaching an 

ABF on World Religions.  This has 

been a very interesting class and I 

think all those in attendance have 

benefitted from our time discussing 

some of the religions of the world.  

As we recently ventured into dis-

cussing Mormonism I had the reali-

zation that familiarity with our bibli-
cal text, its historicity and veracity is 

important to the Christian life. 

 

Our faith is not a blind faith, it is a 

reasoned faith.  Throughout the 

history of the New Testament 

Church there have been Theological 

attempts to connect faith with rea-

son.  Yes, we believe Scripture is 

true because God has revealed such 

to us, but there is more to it than 

just faith.  Our reasonable faith is 

supported by manuscript evidence 

and by the historicity of the biblical 

text.  

 

It is most interesting to me that 

teachers all over the world attempt 

to discredit the Bible, but will appeal 

to other historical books, whose 

veracity is not questioned.  Let’s 

consider just a few examples with 

which we might be somewhat famil-

iar.  Plato is said to have written his 

works around 400 years before 

Christ came into this world.  There 

are 7 manuscripts of his work and 

they were dated to around 900 AD, 

roughly 1,300 years after they had 

been written.  Caesar’s Gallic Wars 

was written between 100 and 44 

BC.  There are 10 extant copies of 

it that date back to around 900 AD, 

about a thousand years after being 

written.  Here’s a stronger example: 

Homer’s Iliad.  It was written 

around 800 BC and the 643 copies 

of it can be dated back to 400 BC - 

only 400 years after the original.  

There are way more copies of the 
Iliad and a much smaller time period 

between its being authored and the 

earliest copies. 

 

With that in mind let’s turn our 

attention to the New Testament.  It 

was written between the years AD 

50 and 100.  By the year 114 many 

fragments of it were already being 

circulated.  By the year 250 (within 

150 years of authorship) most of the 

New Testament was compiled.  By 

the year 325 AD the New Testa-

ment canon was complete.  All this 

Pastor Drew’s Webb of Worship 
Some would seek to write off Josh-

ua’s battle at Jericho as simply a 

great story.  The battle there was 

real and British archaeologist John 

Garstang, excavated Jericho from 

1930-1936.  He unearthed 4 differ-

ent iterations of the city and its 

walls, the latter being the one that 

was destroyed in Joshua 6.  He 

found peculiar things such as the fact 
the walls seemed to have fallen out-

ward rather than inward.  Usually 

walls would fall inward, but their 

having fallen outward indicated 

something greater may have been at 

work (read God!) and allowed the 

people to go up into the city.  He 

also made a discovery corroborating 

Joshua 6.24’s statement that the city 

had been set on fire. 

 

Israel’s first king also has archaeo-

logical evidence supporting Scrip-

ture’s account.  King Saul’s fortress 

at Gibeah has been excavated and, 

significantly, it seems that slingshots 

were the primary weapon of his day.  

Of course this relates to David’s 

slaying of Goliath, but also to Judges 

20.16, which tells us there were 

“seven hundred select troops who 

were left-handed, each of whom 

could sling a stone at a hair and not 

miss.”  Concerning Saul and his ar-

mor 1 Samuel 31.10 tells us that 

when Saul died his armor was put in 

one place, the Temple of Ashtaroth, 

and 1 Chronicles 10.10 reveals that 

his head was placed in the Temple of 

Dagon.  Originally these statements 

were thought to be erroneous be-

cause there wouldn’t be temples for 

two enemies located at the same 

place, but archaeology has revealed 

that there are two temples at the 

site, separated only by a hallway. 

 

More could be said of Kings David 

and Solomon, but I think the point 

has been made.   
 

No other book in history has the 

historical depth, accuracy, and ar-

chaeological support that our Bible 

does.  It has been translated into 

more languages, read by more peo-

ple, and printed more than any oth-

er book.  It is trustworthy and we 

can know, beyond the shadow of a 

doubt, that Scripture is how God 

intended it to be. 

happened in less than 225 years 

AND there are nearly 5,400 manu-

scripts attesting to the historicity of 

the New Testament.   

 

No discussion of manuscript evi-

dence would be complete without at 

least making mention of the Dead 

Sea Scrolls.  These scrolls, discov-

ered in 1947, in caves of the village of 
Qumran, contain either whole books, 

or fragments, of every book in the 

Hebrew Bible, except Esther.  These 

800 pieces were written between the 

3rd Century BC and 68 AD.   

 

The discovery of the 2,000 years old 

Dead Sea Scrolls proved that we 

have the same Scriptures as what 

Old Testament Jews, New Testa-

ment Christians, and Church Age 

Christians have had.  Biblical manu-

scripts from the 15th Century find 

themselves in complete agreement 

with manuscripts from the 3rd Cen-

tury.  For thousands of years God-

followers have been reading essen-

tially the same thing.  No other book 

in history can make this attestation.  

 

Lastly, we can look at archaeological 

evidence to support the historicity of 

our faith and Scripture.  We often 

hear the statement “archaeology 

proves the Bible.”  This is true in that 

archaeology helps to provide verifica-

tion of the events that happen in the 

pages of Scripture.  Nothing in Scrip-

ture has ever been controverted by 

archaeological findings.  Archaeology 

not only confirms biblical events, but 

it has helped to give credence to 

passages that textual critics want to 

deny. 

 

Here are just a few areas where 

archaeological evidence has provided 

support of the biblical narrative.  Old 

Testament locations are known all 

throughout the Middle and Near 
East, however the biblical account of 

the destruction of the towns of Sod-

om, Gomorrah, Adamah, Zeboiim, 

and Zoar had long been contested.  

Archaeology evidence has since re-

vealed that 1. these cities existed and 

2. they were centers of commerce in 

that region.  Geology also supports 

the biblical account of Sodom and 

Gomorrah as there is evidence of a 

cataclysmic earthquake activity there, 

the likes of which could propel brim-

stone into the air, raining down on 

the people of the region. 

C O R N E R S T O N E  C O N N E C T I O N  
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Pastor Steffan’s Reckless Obedience 
On that fateful Friday, Jesus died.  Died for 

me.  Died for you. 

 

The first day of those three days was unlike 

any other that had come before.  On that 

fateful Friday, creation rose up and killed its 

creator. 

The silence of that second day must have 

been deafening. 

 

Then came the third day.  On that third day 

two-thousand years ago everything changed.  

Everything. 

 

On the third day the tomb was found to be 

empty.  On the third day Jesus was seen to 

be alive.  On the third day death itself was 

defeated.  That third day is the lynch pin for 

all of history.  History’s center point.  For 

before that third day the future of all man-

kind was the same, death.  Before that third 

day all who had died remained dead. 

 

Death.  The foe of all mankind.   

 

Death.  Victor over all who lived…until that 

third day, until the resurrection.  Until the 

revolution, the revolution of the dead against 

death. 

 

On that third day, in rising from the dead, 

Jesus defeated death itself.  In his resurrec-

tion, Jesus is now and forever living life on 

the other side of death, never to die again.  

In rising from the dead on that third day, 

Jesus states with authority, “Do not be afraid. 

I am the First and the Last. I am the Living 

One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for 

ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death 

and Hades.” (Rev 1:17-18) 

 

Because of that third day, the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ offers us the hope not merely of the 

Three days. 

 

In just three days everything changed.   

 

Everything.   

 

Everything for me.  Everything for you.  Eve-

rything for everyone. 

 

Before that fateful Friday, I was destined to 

pay the price for every sin I committed.  

Every thought that should not have been.  

Every bad act I did, and every good act I re-

fused to do.  Destined to drink from the cup 

of the wrath of God, to experience the right-

eous wrath of a holy God.   

 

Before that fateful Friday, my destiny was 

death.  Dead in my sins because of my sins.  

Living a life alienated from God, dying a death 
that would forever separate me from God. 

 

Before that fateful Friday I was trapped.  

Trapped in an endless cycle of works, always 

needing to do more, but never able to do 

enough.  Fighting against my nature.  Striving 

to achieve what I could never accomplish.   

 

Trapped.   

 

Without hope.   

 

Without a future. 

 

But then, one who was uniquely equipped did 

for me what I could never do for myself.  

Sinless, he was able to pay the price for an-

other’s sin.  Fully man he was able to pay the 

price for a man.  Fully God he was able to 

pay the price for all men.   

 

Yes, Jesus, God in the flesh, the second per-

son of the Trinity, left the comfort and maj-

esty of heaven, dwelt among us as a man, 

lived the life that I was called, but unable, to 

live, then went to the cross to die the death I 

was destined to die, doing for me what I 

could never do for myself.   

 

In dying on the cross as a sinless sacrifice, 

dying in the place I deserved to be, Jesus paid 

the debt that my sin incurred, absorbing the 

wrath that I was due.  In taking my place, he 

exchanged his life for mine, taking my sin and 

offering me His righteousness.  In taking my 

place, he experienced separation from God 

the Father, separation from His presence, 

separation from His love, separation from his 

grace.   

 
In taking my place he gave up everything. 

 

immortality of the soul and immediate entry 

into the presence of the God in heaven when 

we die, but also, because of that third day, 

the Gospel offers us the certain hope of the 

resurrection of our bodies in the likeness of 

Christ’s own resurrection body. 

 

“But Christ has indeed been raised from the 

dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen 

asleep.  For since death came through a man, 

the resurrection of the dead comes also 

through a man.  For as in Adam all die, so in 

Christ all will be made alive.” (1 Cor 15:20-

22) 

 

It is because of that third day, “When the 

perishable puts on the imperishable, and the 

mortal puts on immortality, then shall come 

to pass the saying that is written: 

 
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

 

“O death, where is your victory? 

 

O death, where is your sting?” 

 

Yes, in three days everything changed.   

 

Because of those three days I am no longer 

trapped.  Because of those three days I have 

been freed from bondage to sin and death.   

 

Because of those three days I have been 

freed from the cycle of endless works and 

now stand firmly in the glory of His grace.   

 

Because of those three days I have hope.  

Because of three days I have a confident ex-

pectation, a firm assurance, that the promises 

of God are true. Because of those three days 

my hope has been guaranteed and made 

manifest by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit – 

the very Spirit of God living within me. 

 

Because of those three days I have a future.  

Because of those three days, this also will 

come to pass, “Behold, the dwelling place of 

God is with man. He will dwell with them, 

and they will be his people, and God himself 

will be with them as their God.  He will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes, and death 

shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for 

the former things have passed away.” (Rev 

21:3-4) 

 

May we all live our lives in-light-of those 

three days.  May we rejoice as we celebrate 

them.  May we be obedient and share them.  

And may God be glorified because of them. 
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Cornerstone Kids’ Connection, by Sandy Nass, DOCM 
1. Pine Lake Camp News: 

Pine Lake Christian Camp has 

remained open this past year, 

and they have been busy!  Staff 

and volunteers renovated the 

dining hall and canoe/kayak area; 

painted several cabins, the chap-

el, and Sycamore; replaced the 

walk-in cooler and freezer in the 

kitchen; purchased and 
cleaned up an abandoned 

property near the camp; 

updated upper and lower 

Parr with new paint, bed-

ding, and decor; con-

structed human foosball; and 

hired a new program director.  

Additionally, the creation of 

areas for ax throwing, slingshots, 

archery, and a garden is in the 

works, replacement of bunk beds 

is underway, and the addition of 

handicap accessible bathrooms 

to Fir and Evergreen is in pro-

cess.  What a year Pine Lake has 

had! 

 

MOST importantly, however, 

camps were held, and twenty-

one kids trusted in Jesus Christ 

as Savior.  Praise God!  Almighty 

God has been working even 

amid COVID. 

 

Family and summer camp dates 

and details are available and lo-

cated at pinelakecamps.org.  

Cornerstone offers a 50% dis-

count off the published rate for 

all camps.  You can register 

online using Cornerstone's 

unique registration code (contact 

Jason or Amanda Schwartzhoff at 

563-514-2048 for family camp 

and Marv Van Ee at 563-528-

9142 for kids and youth summer 

camps).  After registering, drop 

your check written to Corner-

stone with 'Pine Lake' in the 
memo for the discounted rate 

into the offering plate on a Sun-

day morning. 

 

A couple of great reasons for 

kids to attend Christian camp 

are 1. they get to meet like-

minded kids, kids who love Jesus 

from all over the state, and 2. it 

causes them to seriously think 

about their faith and begin to 

make it their own.  I hope you’ll 

encourage your kids to give it a 

try! 

 

2. Pine Lake Camp Prayer 

Requests: 

• Pine Lake is in the process of 

hiring its summer staff.  They 

need lifeguards (16 years or 

older plus Pine Lake will pay 

for certification) and male 

and female counselors (high 

school seniors or older who 

will commit to working seven 

weeks).  These are all paid 

positions, plus free room and 

board.  These are GREAT 

opportunities for upper teens 

and young adults to learn and 

grow as followers of Jesus! 

• Funds are needed to build                  

a multipurpose building/

gymnasium. 

• Volunteers are needed for 

Serve Team the week of May 

3-6. This team will help com-

plete the above projects and 

get things ready for summer 

camps.   

 

If you’re interested in any of the 

above, please contact                   

Mary Jo Litwiller at                          

maryjo@pinelakecamps.org. 

 

3. VBS: 

Vacation Bible School will be 
June 14-18; details will follow in 

the upcoming weeks. 

 

4. Thank you: 

Thank you to all who prayed, 

hugged, sent a text, sent a card, 

made a meal, or picked up my 

slack during my recent surgery 

and recovery.  God continually 

and repeatedly shows His love to 

us through the people of Cor-

nerstone.  Steffan and I are so, so 

blessed to be part of this church 

family.  We love you!  (And 

would really like to be on the 

giving end of things for a while:) 

 

May God bless Cornerstone as 

we raise the coming generation 

to know Him! 

Holy Week & Easter Services 
Palm Sunday, March 28th 

Normal Sunday Worship Services, Sunday School & ABF Classes at both CBC Campuses. 
 
Good Friday, April 2nd 

7:00 pm  Good Friday Services at both CBC Campuses. 
 
Easter Sunday, April 4th (as follows) 
 
DeWitt Campus: 

10:00 am  Easter Worship Service. 

Nursery & Children’s Church will be available for the 10:00 am worship service. 
 
Eldridge Campus: 

8:00, 9:30,  & 11:00 am  Easter Worship Services. 

Nursery & Children’s Church will be available for the 9:30 & 11:00 worship services only. 
 
 

→ There will be no Sunday School/ABF or Fellowship hour on Easter Sunday at either of our CBC Campuses.   

→ Seating reservations are required.  Contact the church office for reservation questions. 

→ Due to space limitations to guarantee your seating reservations on Easter Sunday morning, we 

ask that you arrive 5-10 minutes prior to your registered service time. Otherwise your seats may 

be given to someone else. 

→ Masks are strongly encourage outside of the sanctuary area at both campuses. 

C O R N E R S T O N E  C O N N E C T I O N  
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First we want to report that our trip to the Ignite Leadership conference in Des Moines was a 

HUGE success for our teens and leaders. Together we were silly, shared lots of laughs, worshiped, 

listened, and learned some new skills to apply to our daily lives and youth ministry.  Thank you again 

to all of our leaders who went and gave up their time (and sleep) to share this experience with our 

teens.  

 

Second, we are sad to report that our missions trip scheduled for the Lake of the Ozarks has been 
cancelled, but not due to COVID.  The facility that we were going to stay at was bought out by an-

other company and will no longer be able to host Generate Camp there.  With that said, we are 

looking at other options and will let everyone know as soon as those details are worked out.  

We ask that you partner with us in prayer for God’s direction and provision as we look for 

another location to serve at. 

S.O.L.I.D. UPDATE 

2021  

Ignite Conference 

Ahhhhhh…. Spring is here. I’ve seen pink, 

white & purple flowers peeking their little 

heads out of the ground. And I’ve seen 

Robins…I always get excited when I see 

the first Robin. Easter is April 4th and that 

is always a blessed time. Will families get 

together to celebrate this most Holy of 

holidays? Some will, some will remain cau-

tious and say, “maybe next year”. Whatev-

er your family decides, have a blessed East-
er and rejoice that “Christ has risen, He 

has risen indeed!”  

 
I’ve been praying that you all have been 

doing the “21 Days of Breakthrough Pray-

er” devotion. I’m actually doing it for the 

3rd time. Each time it is giving me new 

insight into the power and purpose of pray-

er. Today’s (day 9) reading refers to 2 Co-

rinthians 10:4 (I like the NIV) “The weap-

ons we fight with are not the weapons of 

the world. On the contrary, they have 

divine power to demolish strongholds.” 

This little 21-day devotion on prayer has 

changed my prayer life and I pray that it will 

make a difference in your life also. 

 
The after-school program at One Eighty 

has been extended for 4 more weeks. We 

are meeting with some kids from Jefferson 

Elementary School in Davenport. We play 

games or color, have a snack, have a Bible 
lesson and then small group time. Much like 

the Ed White Elementary program I hope 

to get back to as soon as doors open for 

such events inside the schools. I believe Ivy 

Care Center (formerly St. Mary’s Nursing 

Home) will open their doors for volunteers 

soon as they have allowed families to visit 

the residents at this time. I’ve also had the 

privilege to take packets and essential items 

to the homeless. They gather outside of 

King’s Harvest for distribution of food bags 

(provided by King’s Harvest) on Fridays 

Sonshine Community Ministries, by Jan Kloss 
from Noon-1:00. There are both men and 

women-I get a chance to give them a varie-

ty of items (gloves, deodorant, socks, 

snacks, hand sanitizer and more). They also 

receive a gospel tract. Most of all, they feel 

cared for. My prayer is as they recognize 

God’s hand in these gifts, they will trust 

Him as their Savior. 

 
Please continue to pray for Sonshine, our 
board and me. Our purpose is to reach as 

many people of all ages for Christ in any 

way we can. We value your prayers and 

continued support. 
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It Isn’t Our Fault… And 

Yet… 

 
The current state of our society 

is not the fault of the church and 

Christianity.  Some, or many, 

would have us believe that our 

culture is in this state because of 

the constrictive control and 

influence of Christianity and the 

church.   

 
I would personally suggest that 

the primary reason our culture is 

in this bedraggled state is be-

cause the church lost or forsook 

its position of leadership and 

influence.  One may make the 

case that church had its role in 

society taken away from it by 

nefarious players that hate God 

and Christianity.  Perhaps our 

society has been under increas-

ing influence of people who op-

erate from systems of thought 

that are alien to Christianity’s 

biblical worldview: moral relativ-

ism, nihilism, atheism, com-

munism, postmodernism, atomis-

tic individualism, paganism, or 

statism.  Regardless, our socie-

ty’s current state is not the out-

working of the Christian 

worldview, but the outworking 

of un-Christian worldviews. 

 
It would be tempting, even grati-

fying, to point fingers.  It would 

be easy to accuse, cancel, and 

otherwise tear apart those 

whose erroneous ideas are ruin-

ing our country and fellow hu-

man beings, saying, ‘this is your 

mess, you clean it up!’ 

 
Yet, when Isaiah is confronted by 

the holiness of God, he cries, 

“Woe is me! For I am lost; for I 

am a man of unclean lips, and I 

dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips…” (Is6:5)  God re-

sponded to him, “Go, and say to 

this people.” (Is6:8)  When in 

exile, Daniel prays, “O Lord, the 

by fulfilling our calling to be the 

salt and light of the world.   

 
As disciples of Christ, we live a 

visible life of sacrificial devotion 

to God that speaks hope, re-

demption, calling and purpose to 

the world.  We do this in the 

midst of a world that rejects 

Christ, knowing that as we inten-
tionally love, serve, and invite 

those around us to know Christ, 

He will open eyes and call new 

disciples out of the world and 

into His kingdom.  It is precisely 

this mechanism that Jesus meant 

us to use to teach the world 

about what it is to find redemp-

tion and restoration in Christ.   

 
Interestingly, when we begin to 

live this kind of purposeful disci-

pleship, our eyes are taken off 

the doom and gloom of the 

world around us.  Instead, we 

are refocused, and galvanized in 

our identity and mission.  Our 

role is to invite individuals with 

our words and actions to be 

reconciled to God through 

Christ.  Maybe the culture 

around us will change.  Maybe it 

won’t.  But as we live proclaim-

ing nothing but Christ crucified 

as the hope of the world before 

those around us, we are finally 

doing what we were meant to be 

doing all along.   

 
When seen in this light, every-

thing on the Discipleship Path-

way is seen for what it is meant 

to be; the means to an end of 

our triumphant proclamation 

that Christ is Lord.  He is 

enough.  He is worthy of our 

lives.  He is worth giving all else 

up for.  And he is the healing for 

our broken lives, and our broken 

world.  The world may reject 
him, but we stand as His visible 

community of devoted followers, 

to the glory of God alone. 

great and awesome God…               

we have sinned and done wrong 

and acted wickedly and rebelled, 

turning aside from your com-

mandments and rules… To             

you, O Lord, belongs righteous-

ness, but to us open 

shame…” (Dan9:4-5, 7)  These 

two men owned the sins and 

rebellion of their people as their 
own, and did not exempt them-

selves.  Instead they took re-

sponsibility for the heart of their 

people before God. 

 
Jesus taught his followers to take 

responsibility to be the solution 

for the woes of the world 

around them: “You are the salt 

of the earth, but if the salt has 

lost its taste, how shall its salti-

ness be restored?... You are the 

light of the world… Nor do 

people light a lamp and put it 

under a basket, but on a stand, 

and it gives light to all in the 

house.” (Mt5:13-15)  The way of 

Christ is to be salt and light, to 

provide the hope and healing of 

the cross and resurrection of 

Christ for all.  Jesus did not ex-

cuse his disciples from this re-

sponsibility because of their rela-

tionship to him, nor did he give 

them a pass because they would 

face antagonism.  Rather, it was 

precisely because they were his 

disciples that they were to be 

agents of change in the world.  

As his agents, they would live as 

a community made visible by the 

cross of Christ. 

 
In a time when religious liberty 

seems to be under constant 

threat of being diminished or 

even eradicated, how are we to 

make this happen?   

 
Cross-centered discipleship is 
the answer to this question.  In a 

world that openly rejects Christ, 

we can win people back to God 

April 

Food Pantry 

Items 
 

“Tomatoes, 

Fruit, & Muffin 

Mix” 
 

Please  place        

donated items 

on  the cart            

outside the 

nursery.  

 

Thank you! 

Family News 
Our deepest sympathy goes out to the following families. 

The Bailey family on the loss of Jeannie’s sister, Marilyn. 

The Olson family on the loss of Colleen’s grandmother. 
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Message from Prayer Ministry Team, by Bucky & Anna Marie Percuoco 
and justice. Our individual right to due pro-

cess under the law is being strained and 

“cancel culture” is growing whereby people 

are being judged in the courts of public opin-

ion rather than courts of law.  

This is not a time for the Church to lose its 

head. Jesus is our Head. This is the time for 

the Church to PRAY. Not just consent to the 

need to pray, but to actually PRAY. If anyone 

should recognize the spiritual nature of these 

attacks, it’s the Church. Paul told the Corin-

thian church in 2 Corinthians 10:3-4 3 For 

though we walk in the flesh, we do not war ac-

cording to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our 

warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for 

pulling down strongholds. Our prayer is a 

weapon, a weapon to be used against strong-

holds in the spirit realm. It’s far easier to be 

distracted by the mayhem and how it is re-
ported than to pray. Rather, we should at-

tack the real cause of the mayhem and pull 

down those strongholds on our knees.    

 
Paul told Timothy in 1 Timothy 2:1-3 1 There-

fore I exhort first of all that supplications, pray-

ers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made 

for all men, 2 for kings and all who are in author-

ity, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 

in all godliness and reverence. 3 For this is good 

Law and Order Under Attack 

 
Mankind’s civil laws are a product of God’s 

moral and civil laws. The whole concept of 

law came from God. Law was given because 

of transgressions (Galatians 3:19). Laws are 

instituted to provide direction and con-

straints on human behaviors. Without laws, 

human behaviors degrade to anarchy. Laws 

require enforcement to maintain order and 
to protect society from the mayhem of law-

breakers. Our whole system of justice from 

lawmakers to law enforcement, judges, jail-

ers, etc., is necessary to keep us safe and 

provide us with a peaceful existence. When 

any of us is attacked in any way, we immedi-

ately turn to the justice system for redress. 

We call the police, we may get an attorney, 

and we may petition a judge for reparations. 

The fact is, we rely on others to do the dirty 

work of enforcing our laws, keeping the 

peace, providing restitution, and bringing 

lawbreakers to justice.  

 
From the day iniquity was found in him 

(Ezekiel 28:15), Satan has hated God and His 

laws. He is a visceral opponent of righteous-

ness and righteous laws. His aim is anarchy. If 

he can create lawlessness, people will lose 

their faith in a God of peace and justice. Eve-

ry day, in the news, we see neighborhoods 

and cities under fire from anarchists who 

burn, disrupt, and malign our system of jus-

tice in the name of protest. Despite the rea-

sons for protest, the fruits of the protests 

are telling. Protesters claim “social justice” as 

their cause, but the verbal and physical at-

tacks on the police to disrupt law and order 

reveal the true nature of the attacks – spir-

itual warfare to unsettle God’s plan for peace 

and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior. 

The purpose for these kinds of prayers and 

giving of thanks is to produce “… a quiet and 

peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.” 

This is what is under attack, and it is a mas-

sive attack.  

 
The police are included in “all those who are in 

authority.” They need our intercession for 

protection, respect, honor, cooperation, and 
wisdom. I think of people like Tim Doty, 

Brian Payton, Neil Chapman, Dustin Hen-

ningsen, Mark Orcutt, Joe Sisler, and Don 

Tee; those among us who face spiritual attack 

daily and must be ready to do the dirty work 

of enforcing law and order in a moment’s 

notice. Police everywhere need our prayer 

support, now. 

 
Please pray with us and have your families 

pray (out loud): “Father in Heaven, we thank 

You we live in a nation governed by the rule 

of law and come to You on behalf of all our 

nation’s servants in law enforcement, espe-

cially the police. Your word says, ‘When the 

enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of 

the LORD will lift up a standard against him.’ We 

are encouraged and emboldened by your 

righteous standard to ask and believe You for 

the protection of our law enforcement offic-

ers at home and abroad.  Keep them safe 

from ambushes and false witnesses. Build 

them up, exhort and comfort them every day 

that they are making a godly difference.  Give 

them courage and put the mind of Christ in 

them, that for the joy set before them, they 

endure hardship as a good soldier of Christ.  

Provide them escapes from death and injury 

and bring their families to safety as well. Re-

Giving to the General Fund (church budget) for the first 

three weeks of March averaged $16,470 (compared to 

budget of $16,501). 

 

Our fiscal year ends March 31. The FY 2021-22 budget will 

be posted April 11 and voted on April 25. We will end this 

fiscal year with another surplus. Our stewardship of that 

surplus will also be voted on at the annual meeting. 

 

Giving during this pandemic year has been outstanding. We 
are especially grateful for those of you who have continued 

to give faithfully while watching online at home. 

 

God bless all of you for your continued faithfulness to the 

Lord’s work at Cornerstone. 

Church Financial Report 
Our annual church meeting will be held on Sunday, April 25th from 

6:00-7:30 pm. 

 

This past year has been a difficult one for many of us. Everyone real-

ized how quickly “life as we know it” can change.  We had to adapt 

and try new ways to share the gospel.  We had to figure out how to 

continue to be disciple-makers in a non-traditional way. And to not 

lose hope & trust God during some pretty tough times. 

 

We encourage everyone to come and reflect where we’ve been dur-

ing this pandemic year, God’s faithfulness to His church, and our plans 

to move forward.  

 

For those who are unable to attend in person, we will be streaming 

live.  

 

Contact the church office at 563-285-8080 or email at                        

office4cbc@gmail.com if you are in need of an absentee ballot. 

Annual Meeting - April 25th 
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We’re on the web! 
www.cornerstone-eldridge.org 

We invite you to Join Us on Sunday Mornings! 
 

Live Worship Services  
CBC Eldridge Campus -  8:15 & 10:45 a.m.  (775 E Le Claire Rd)   

 
CBC DeWitt Campus - 10:00 a.m.  (320 2nd Street) 

 

Live Streaming 
Simply go to our church website at  www.cornernstone-eldridge.org and click on the campus site you wish to join. 

 

Can’t make it on Sunday? No worries, simply watch the posted video on our church website at your convenience. 

WE ARE BACK!!! 
Young at Heart will have a luncheon on 

April 13th at 11:30 a.m. at our                         
CBC Eldridge Campus. 

We encourage you to come &                         
get reconnected with us. 


