
We are embarking on a journey 

that leads to we know not 

where.  A little like Abraham’s 

journey from Mesopatamia to 

the Promised Land:  “And he went 

out, not knowing where he was 

going.” 

 

Where is this coronavirus 

journey leading us?  When will 
we get there?  What will life be 

like on the other side of this 

health crisis?   

 

What will the journey be like for 

those who get sick from this 

virus?  Or for those who have a 

parent or grandparent or spouse 

or child or close friend who gets 

sick – or hospitalized?  Will you 

know personally someone who 

dies from this virus? 

 

And apart from the health risks, 

what will this journey mean for 

you economically?  Will you still 

have a job?  Will you still have a 

business?  Will you be deeper in 

debt?  Will you still be able to 

afford retirement when you 

planned?  Will you still be able to 

go on that mission trip you 

planned?  What will this mean 

for your education or job place-

ment?  What about your gradua-

tion ceremony or graduation 

party?  What about your wed-

ding?   

Where is this journey leading us?  

What will life be like a month 

from now?  3 months from now?  

6 months from now? 

Two months ago, most of us had 

plans for 2020.  We had no rea-

son to think those plans would 

be destroyed.  Businesses and 

churches are accustomed to 

doing long range planning with 

some degree of confidence.  

Individuals and families make 

holiday plans and vacation plans 

and graduation plans and wed-

ding plans and family reunion 

plans several months in advance 

with no thought of those plans 

being cancelled.  Yet here we 

are.  Where is this journey leading 

us?      

 

“ What then 
does our Father 

promise us?   
That we are His 

beloved, and 
that He is                

always FOR US.” 

Pastor Scott’s Perspective — “God Is For Us” 

Cornerstone Connection 
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• Due to the current state 

of things across Iowa & 

the Unite States, we do 

not have any upcoming 

dates scheduled.  We will 

continue to update & 

inform you as changes 

occur. Please keep 

watching your emails 

and/or visiting our church 

website for the latest 

updates and announce-

ments.  If you are not 

currently receiving 

emails from CBC, please 

contact our church office 

& we will add you to our 

list.  Thank you for you 

understanding during this 

time. 

Sunday was not a normal Sunday 

for any of us.  I am used to get-

ting excited to see you walk 

through the church doors.  I am 

used to shaking hands, hugging, 

encouraging, being encouraged, 

eating donuts, studying God’s 

Word together, praying and 

worshipping together.  I am used 

to hearing about your week.  I 

am used to being thankful that I 

was able to spend time growing 

closer to Jesus and to you each 

Sunday. 

 

No, Sunday was not a normal 

Sunday for any of us but God 

does great things when times are 

not normal.  God is answering a 

prayer that Pastors and our 

DWT corporate prayer group 

prays weekly.  We have been 

praying the Prayer of Jabez for 

years.  
 
The statement that God is an-

swering in this unique time is:  

(continued on Page 3) 

A Word From Pastor Mark 

These words of James seem 

more relevant now than ever:  

“Come now, you who say, 

“Today or tomorrow we will 

go into such and such a town 

and spend a year there and 

trade and make a profit”—

  yet you do not know what 

tomorrow will bring. What 

is your life? For you are a 
mist that appears for a little 

time and then vanish-

es.  Instead you ought to say, 

“If the Lord wills, we will live 

and do this or that.” (James 

4:13-15) 

 

Anxiety abounds in the midst of 

so much uncertainty.  Some are 

anxious about the COVID dis-

ease itself – either for them-

selves or a loved one.  Some are 

afraid of dying.  Some are anx-

ious about quarantine issues.  

Some are anxious about other 

health concerns – wondering if 

they will be able to get adequate 

treatment in the midst of a 

COVID outbreak.  Many are 

anxious about the economy and 

their job situation and their per-

sonal and family finances.  Many 

are anxious about childcare con-

cerns or educational concerns.  

Many are anxious about family 

members being cooped up inside 

together for weeks at a time.  

 (continued on Page 2) 
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 Pastor Scott’s Perspective (continued) 
What do children do when they 

are afraid or anxious or worried?  

They turn to their mother or 

father for assurance and com-

fort.  And parents seek to 

give their children comfort 

and assurance:  “Don’t wor-

ry… everything will be ok.  

Nothing bad is going to hap-

pen.  We’re all going to be 
fine….” 

 

Sometimes we promise 

more than we can guaran-

tee.  The reality is, some 

bad things are going to hap-

pen to some people in the 

days ahead – and none of us 

has the power to guarantee 

protection from those bad things for 

us or our loved ones. 

 

What do children of God do 

when they are afraid or anxious 

or worried?  We turn to our 

heavenly Father. 

 

“When I am afraid, I put my 

trust in you.  In God, whose 

word I praise, in God I trust; 

I shall not be afraid. What 

can flesh do to me?”   (Psalm 

56:3-4)   

 

And unlike earthly parents, God 

is able to fulfill all that He prom-

ises because He is holy and faith-

ful and perfectly loving and all-

powerful and all-knowing and 

Sovereign over all circumstances.   

 

Does that mean that nothing bad 

will ever happen to us?  No.  That 

wasn’t the case for Paul or the 

apostles.  That certainly wasn’t 

the case for Jesus Himself.  Nor 

does he promise freedom from 

suffering for us – to the contrary, 

we are to expect it.   

 
What then does our Father 

promise us?  That we are His 

beloved, and that He is al-

ways FOR US.  We are secure 

in His love.  And whatever 

may come against us – He is 

always for us.  And nothing 

can separate us from His 

love.  And as long as we are 

immunity from trouble or calam-

ity or persecution or suffering?  

No.  But even in the midst of 

life’s trials – we are more than 

conquerors through Christ who 

loved us.   

 

If you get sick – God is for you.  

If you are hospitalized – God is 

for you.  If you lose income – 
God is for you.  If a loved one 

dies – God is for you.  If your 

2020 plans and goals are shat-

tered – God is for you.  If you 

are unemployed – God is for 

you.   

 

How do we know that God loves us 

and is always for us?  He did not 

spare His own Son, but gave 

Him up for us all.   

 

How do we know that there is 

absolutely nothing that has the 

power to harm us ultimately or to 

separate us from God and His love 

– not even death itself?  Because 

God raised Jesus to life – and 

we are risen with Christ.  

God trampled the power of 

death by the death of Jesus.  

Christ is risen from the dead 

– victorious over sin, death 

and evil – and we are victori-

ous in Him.   

 

So do not fear.  You are beloved by 

your Father in heaven.  Whatever 

comes against you – Almighty 

God is for you.  Therefore, 

despite all the scary things hap-

pening in the world today – 

overwhelming victory is ours 

through Christ, who loved us 

and gave his life for us and 

now lives inside us by His 

Spirit. 

 

The best is yet to come.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

secure in His love – no ulti-

mate harm may befall us.  

Even death cannot harm us.   

 

“What shall we say about 

such wonderful things as 

these? If God is for us, who 

can ever be against us?  Since 

he did not spare even his 

own Son but gave him up for 
us all, won’t he also give us 

everything else?  Who dares 

accuse us whom God has 

chosen for his own? No 

one—for God himself has 

given us right standing with 

himself.  Who then will con-

demn us? No one—for 

Christ Jesus died for us and 

was raised to life for us, and 

he is sitting in the place of 

honor at God’s right hand, 

pleading for us.  

Can anything ever separate 

us from Christ’s love? Does 

it mean he no longer loves 

us if we have trouble or ca-

lamity, or are persecuted, or 

hungry, or destitute, or in 

danger, or threatened with 

death?  (As the Scriptures 

say, “For your sake we are 

killed every day; we are be-

ing slaughtered like 

sheep.”)  No, despite all 

these things, overwhelming 

victory is ours through 

Christ, who loved us.  

And I am convinced that 

nothing can ever separate us 

from God’s love. Neither 

death nor life, neither angels 

nor demons, neither our 

fears for today nor our wor-

ries about tomorrow—not 

even the powers of hell can 

separate us from God’s 

love.  No power in the sky 

above or in the earth be-

low—indeed, nothing in all 
creation will ever be able to 

separate us from the love of 

God that is revealed in 

Christ Jesus our 

Lord.”  (Romans 8:31-39) 

 

NOTHING can separate us from 

the love of God – not even 

COVID-19.  Are we promised 



“Oh, that you would bless me indeed, and 

enlarge my territory.”  God is expand-

ing our territory because of the need to do 

things differently.   

 

Because we were online on Sunday there 

were many more people that experienced 

our worship service and heard the Good 

News.  Based on Facebook statistics a large 

amount of people watched at least part of 
our worship service (and those numbers 

will continue to grow each day).  These 

people have never walked through our 

church doors. 

 

It is scary to walk into our church because 

you don’t know what those “Baptists” do 

behind closed doors.  Do they handle 

snakes?  Do they jump around in a frenzy?  

Do they sacrifice animals?  Do they coerce 

you out of your money?  Do they brain 

wash you?  Do they scream fire and brim-

stone sermons at you?   

 

People who were curious about Corner-

stone watched our video worship service 

from the safety of their own home.  They 

saw that we love Jesus.  They saw that we 

love to sing to God.  They saw that we 

preach from the Bible.  They saw that we 

care.  They heard the good news of Jesus 
Christ.  And they saw that we don’t handle 

snakes :)    

 

God is doing something big during this 

time.  You can help spread the good news 

and get Cornerstone into unchurched peo-

ple’s homes by inviting them to check out 

our worship services.  You can send them 

a link to our website: cornerstone-

eldridge.org or cornerstone-dewitt.org.  

You can invite people to join one of the 

two Facebook Watch Parties on Sundays at 

10 a.m.  There are ELD and DWT watch 

parties going on simultaneously at 10 a.m.  

 

These are easy ways to invite people to 

connect with us.   

 

“Heavenly Father- Oh that you would bless 

Cornerstone indeed and that you would 

enlarge our territory…”    

 
 

  

 

 

A Word from Pastor Mark (continued) 
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S.O.L.I.D. Youth Group Update 
Now that spring break is over, we wanted 

to reach out to update you all on what the 

next steps are for SOLID during the 

COVID 19 breakout.   

 

Prior to spring break the youth leadership 

team met and decided to adhere to the 

same guidelines that are being followed by 

our public schools.  Therefore as long as 

the schools remain closed during the 

COVID 19 outbreak, we will not be gath-

ering together for SOLID youth group. In 

addition, we want to also follow the guide-

lines that our governor & U.S. president 

are instructing all of us to adhere to. 

 

With that said, we will be trying to come 

up with more creatives ways to keep in 

touch with everyone.  We are not sure at 

this point what that will look like.  Maybe 

small group live video sessions, maybe 

group texting/chats, maybe having some 

small group gatherings of 10 or less peo-

ple.  More information will be coming 

once those decisions are made & we fig-

ure that out what we want to do. 

 

In the meantime, we encourage you to 

stay in contact with each other via text 

messages, Facebook messaging, phone 

calls, emails, etc.  Use the technology that 

you have to encourage, uplift, & pray for 

one another.  Be proactive & create your 

own SOLID group chats.  Remember 

church is not a building, it’s the people 

who attend – you, me, & those around us. 

 

Also reach out to your small group leader 

today. They want to make sure you are 

doing well & want to be able to help if a 

need should arise. 

 

Finally since most churches are not meet-

ing at this time, we wanted to let you 

know that CBC will have online videos of 

our sermons via our website at                      

cornerstone-eldridge.org.  Feel free to go 

online and watch it.  Again we want you 

to stay connected with us. 

 

Stay safe & God Bless. 

SOLID 

 Ignite Trip 

http://cornerstone-eldridge.org
http://cornerstone-eldridge.org
http://cornerstone-dewitt.org
https://cornerstone-eldridge.org
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The other day we were watching 

the movie Thor Ragnarok.  There’s 

a scene in it where Thor was trying 

to figure out what to do to save 

Asgard.  His evil sister, Hela, had 

come back and she was dead set on 

destroying Thor and Asgard.  In one 

scene Thor is talking with his dad, 

Odin, about the situation and 

the difficulties found in the situa-
tion with Hela.  Thor recounts 

to Odin that Hela has taken 

Asgard and Odin responds: 

“Asgard is not a place, never 

was.  This could be Asgard.  

Asgard is where our people 

stand.”   

 

Interestingly, though Thor hears 

the words it isn’t until later that 

these words sink in and he truly 

gets their meaning.  When things 

later get desperate he recalls his 

dads words and says “Asgard isn’t a 

place, it’s a people.”  He finally un-

derstands that a city is just a city - 

cities can be destroyed and rebuilt, 

but it is the people who make it 

what it is.   

 

The situation we find ourselves in 

today really highlights a similar point 

to me.  It is so easy for us to say 

something like “we’re going to 

church.”  I’m sure you know Church 

is not a location, Church is the peo-

ple.  Each week we have traditionally 

gathered on Sunday morning to 

worship in a corporate sense.  

These experiences are wonderful, 

especially the communion we have 

with our Savior as His praise is lifted 

up in our midst.   

 

Things have now changed and we 

find ourselves in a season where we 

are not able to meet together as the 

Body of Christ.  Instead we find that 

we need to really take to heart the 

words of Hebrews 10.24-25.  

“And let us consider how to stir up 

one another to love and good 

works, not neglecting to meet to-

gether, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the 

more as you see the Day drawing 

near.”  How can we be the Church 

when we find ourselves in a season 

where we are forced to neglect 

meeting together?  How can we en-

courage others?  How can we 

demonstrate love in a tangible way 

when we aren’t allowed to gather 

tother?  It is important for us to find 

ways to encourage one another, for 

us to stir each other up into “love 

and good works.”   

 

Just as it was not until later in the 

movie that Thor, out of desperation, 

realized Asgard was the people and 

not a place, we too find ourselves in 

a desperate situation and truly com-

ing to grips with the fact we are the 

Church.  Sure, we are unable to “go 

to church” but the reality is that the 

church is not a building.  You and I 

are the church.  The church is not a 

location.  The Church is wherever 

we go.  In this season we can be the 

church wherever we find ourselves, 

as long as we’re 6’ apart!   

 

Pastor Drew’s Webb of Worship 
As I close, consider who you might 

be able to minister to others in this 

season: our neighbors, friends, co-

workers, etc… all need God’s pres-

ence and working in their lives.  

Each of us has people in our circles 

who could benefit greatly from com-

ing into theoretical contact with the 

Church.  Who is going through a 

particularly hard season right 
now?  Many people are losing 

income because they aren’t able 

to telecommute and their jobs 

require them to be physically 

present.  What about emotional 

health?  We were made for com-

munity and not being able to 

gather together will take a toll on 

many - I suspect even the most 

highly introverted among us 

might even feel the effects of 

social distancing!  I encourage you to 

use your skills, whatever unique 

resources you might have, to reach 

out to others and be the Church.  

Show them we are the Body of 

Christ in all seasons.   

Family News 
Congratulations to Tad & Kayla Christenson on the birth of their new little 

boy, Gavin Todd born on February 28, weighting 5 lbs., 11 oz. and 18 inches 

long. 

 

Our deepest Sympathy goes out to the following families. 

The Arana family on the loss of Andres’ father. 

The Blake & Payton families on the loss of Micky & Bryan’s mother. 
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Pastor Steffan’s Reckless Obedience  
A few (unrelated) thoughts… 

 

If I had been one of the original twelve 

disciples, I believe the book of Matthew 

would be longer.  Maybe two, maybe ten, 

additional verses.  Yes, if I had been one of 

the original twelve, Matthew 28:22 would 

be a thing.  If you have not recently read 

the end of Matthew’s gospel, please do so 

now.  Chapter 28.  Seriously, do so now, I 

will wait. 

 

Chapter 28 recounts the resurrection of 

Jesus and concludes with what is com-

monly known as the great commission – 

Jesus’ command to “go and make disciples 

of all nations.”  Sadly, if I was there, I think 

the text may have gone something like 

this: 

 
And verily, verily, thus sayeth Steffan 

(sorry, slipped into the King James Ver-

sion, I will continue with the ESV).   
 

20Jesus, to the disciples, “Go and make 

disciples of all nations.” 
 

21Steffan, rolling his eyes, says, “Yeah, 

right.”  Immediately regretting his tone, 

Steffan looks around at the other ten hop-

ing for some support.  The other disciples 

each take a step back.   
 

22Jesus then looks directly at Steffan and 

says, “No, seriously.”   
 

23Steffan whines, “Me?  I do not think I am 

ready.  What about Andrew?  He has 

been a disciple much longer than I have.  

Matthew has much greater resources.  

What about him?  And Peter is much 

bolder than me.  And the way John 

writes…” 
 

24Jesus, interrupting Steffan, states with 

conviction, “No, you, all of you are to…” 
 

25Steffan, interrupting Jesus1, says “But all 

nations?  Come on Jesus, do you really 

understand what you are asking me to 

do?” 
 

26To which Jesus replies, “What I am ask-

ing you to do?  Steffan, apparently you do 

not really understand what I have already 

done.” 

 

Discipleship is Christ’s command.  Disci-

pleship is Cornerstone’s vision.  Yes, we 

are all called to make disciples.  None of 
us are exempt from this command.  We 

cannot opt-out because of spiritual imma-

turity or a perceived lack of talent, ability, 

or gifting.  We cannot opt-out because of 

prior engagements or a lack of experi-

ence.  No, there are simply no provisions 

for opting out, and neither is there an 

expiration date to this command (for veri-

ly, verily I say, verse 20 does not read, 

“And behold, I am with you always, to 

retirement age.”) 

 

So, what is one who is new to discipleship 

to do?  Where does one start? 

 

I believe Luke 8:39 provides some guid-

ance.  Jesus, speaking to the man he has 

just healed from a demon, says, “’Return 

to your home and declare how much God 

has done for you.’  And he (the man) went 

away, proclaiming throughout the whole 

city how much Jesus had done for him.” 

 
Declare how much God has done for us.  

It requires no training or education.  One 

does not have to be a Bible scholar or 

attend and ABF.  One does not have to 

hear a sermon or even set foot into a 

church.  Simply declare how much God 

has done for you.  That is something I can 

do.  That is something you can do. 

 

May it be so of all of Cornerstone this 

Easter season. 

 

Adversity. 

 

It is said, by some, that adversity builds 

character.  This is wrong.  Character 

building is a slow, unglamorous, process 

that is influenced by every decision you 

make.  No, adversity does not build char-

acter, rather, it REVEALS it.  If you want 

to know the measure of a man, place him 

under stress.  If you want to know who a 

woman is, really is, watch her when times 

get tough.  Adversity reveals character. 

 

We are in a season of adversity.   

 

During this season I have learned much 

about those who call Cornerstone home.  

Individually and collectively I see a people 

that care for one another, love one anoth-

er and are quick to put the needs of oth-

ers above their own.  I see a people that 

are rising to the occasion and living out 

the great commandment(s) (Matthew 

22:37-40), and as a result of their actions, 

fulfilling the great commission (Matthew 

28:18-20).   

 

I see a people that understand the power 
of the light in a world that appears to be 

growing darker.  I see a people who desire 

to make their character one with Christ’s 

character, marked by love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, 

faithfulness, and self-control. 

 

I see a people worshipping together, 

apart, with a reckless abandon.  I see a 

people that understand that, in the end, 

sickness does not win.  Fear does not 

win.  Uncertainty does not win.  Death 

does not win.   

 

I see a people living as though God’s 

promises are true. 

 

During this season of adversity, I see 

Christ at work in this church.  And my 

guess is, that He sees it as well.  

 

Speaking of hand washing… 

 
Only once before have I been so inten-

tional about handwashing (20 seconds, 

several times each day, yes?).  As part of 

my former job, I had two stints at the 

Dugway Proving Grounds.  For those of 

you unfamiliar with Dugway, it is a mili-

tary base in Utah, larger than the size of 

the state of Rhode Island, at which the 

United States developed and tested of-

fensive biological weapons, to include 

open-air dissemination of biological 

threat agents.  Today, the base is used 

exclusively for defensive bioweapons 

research.  It was at Dugway, that, among 

other things, I cultivated, harvested, and 

disseminated anthrax2 for the first time.  

As you would imagine, warning signs 

abound throughout the facility and sur-

rounding countryside as the potential for 

contamination is everywhere. 

 

Then, like now, I began each day with a 

“healthy” dose of coffee.  Then, like now, 

restroom visits were a common occur-

rence through the morning hours.  Then, 

unlike now, I washed my hands BEFORE, 

not just after, using the bathroom.  

Frankly, I am not sure “if or what” the 

risk was, but hey, it was a risk I was not 

prepared to take under any circum-

stance.   

 

So, to all at Cornerstone, stay safe.  Have 

faith.  And wash your hands as if you 

were at Dugway. 
 

1 I have interrupted Jesus as he was 

speaking to me.  Sadly, it is never to offer 

praise, but only to offer objections. 

 
2 Properly, the bacteria are bacillus an-

thracis.  Anthrax is the disease.  
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C O R N E R S T O N E  C O N N E C T I O N  

Cornerstone Kids’ Connection, by Sandy Nass, DOCM 

Does anyone feel like they are in 

a Science Fiction movie?  I recall 

the movie “Outbreak” with 

Dustin Hoffman.  There are 

some similarities. Like, people 

storming grocery stores, empty 

shelves, empty streets and busi-

nesses, people in quarantine, 

hospitals over crowded. Other 

similarities are how the disease 
spreads; people coughing and 

sneezing in crowded places like 

movie theaters, sharing drinks, 

general exposure to people with 

the disease. When this is all 

over, do you think in about 10 

years, will there be a movie 

called COVID-19? Or, sooner, 

will T-shirts come out with “I 

Survived the COVID-19 Epidem-

ic.” 

 

In all seriousness, this is a trying 

time. My daughter went to the 

grocery store for me, but was 

not able to get the hand sanitizer 

I needed. My other daughter’s 

birthday is March 24th and we 

will not be able to get together 

to celebrate. I have been in quar-

antine for over a week and am 

not sure when I will be able to 

venture out. I have had a cold 

since March 13.  Of course, what 

would I do if I could go out? 

Stores are closed, restaurants 

are closed and movie theaters 

are closed. Even churches are 

closed for services. Of course, 

the inconveniences in my life are 

minor compared to the number 

of lives that have been lost due 

to this virus. People are being 

laid-off, businesses cannot be 

open, and people are afraid. I do 

not know how people who do 

not trust God in these situations 

“survive”. Maybe many people 
will turn to God in their fear. But 

when the fear is over, will they 

change their mind? I would hope 

not. 

 

Like I said, I am isolated due to 

my cold. I can’t go see my Bible 

study group at the nursing home. 

Even if I was healthy, I couldn’t 

go because they are on “lock-

down”; no visitors allowed. I 

can’t leave my house to see the 

kids I’m used to ministering to. 

School is closed, so no Good 

News Club. But what I can do, 

and am doing, is writing cards to 

my Sonshine families, praying for 

them, making phone calls and 

texts. I can’t wait to get back to 

see everyone.  I am using this 

time to be in God’s word, to do 

several devotions, and to pray. I 

have tuned in to TBN and the 

Hillsong Channel.  I tried to tune 

in to our Sunday worship, but 

have been unable to….yet. I will 

figure it out. I appreciate every-

one who was involved in provid-

Sonshine Community Ministries, by Jan Kloss 
ing this service. I do miss my 

church family so much. I feel 

when I am released from being 

home bound, I will have many 

opportunities to minister to my 

Sonshine families. Of course, it 

will depend a lot on what the 

directives are from our govern-

ment. Meanwhile, I will continue 

to reach out in the ways I men-

tioned above. 

 

I have more time to pray, and I 

am praying for my church family 

and our pastors and church lead-

ers. I am praying for my family 

and friends. I am praying for the 

sick. I am praying for our govern-

ment, who I believe is doing a 

great job. I am praying for my 

Sonshine families. I am praying 

for our world as we go through 

this crisis. Being in isolation is 

not all bad. 

 

Please continue to pray for Son-
shine and please continue to 

support us financially. We still 

have expenses.  Donations can 

be sent to Sonshine Community 

Ministries at P O Box 2089, Dav-

enport, Iowa, 52809. We appre-

ciate you all so very much.  

 

My prayer for everyone is for 

God to give us healing, peace, 

joy, His provision and, most of all 

Love. 

Parents, as life has suddenly and abruptly changed for all of us, please remember your number one mission in 

life, to help your kids follow Jesus so they will get safely home to their father in heaven one day. 

 

Resources are plentiful:  

 

If you’re looking for biblical reassurance to help your kids (or you) understand these uncertain 

times, google a blog post titled, “7 Biblical Truths to Teach Children about Disease…” 

 

Check out rightnowmedia.org for all kinds of kids, youth, adult, and family content.  If you have-

n’t set up an account yet, do!  There are thousands of resources available. You can sign up here:  
cornerstone-eldridge.org/media/rightnow-media  

 

If you’d like a kids’ interactive, devotional lesson emailed to you each day, sign up here:                                       

hello.sharefaith.com/kids-devo-challenge 

 

But, do you know what’s even easier?  Sit down with your family after dinner.  Open your Bible, and read it 

together. 

 

I’m praying God will use this time to strengthen and grow relationships between husbands and wives, between 

parents and children, between siblings, and most of all, with Himself. 

 

May God bless us as we raise the coming generation to know Him. 

http://rightnowmedia.org
https://cornerstone-eldridge.org/media/rightnow-media
http://hello.sharefaith.com/kids-devo-challenge
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We want to thank all of you who joined 

us last Sunday for our first ever online 

worship service. It was a huge success 

thanks to many people working behind the 

scenes to make it all magically happen, 

which included our worship team, pastors, 

sound team, & website team from both of 

our CBC campuses.   

 

We realize that this is new to a lot of you 

and some of you may have had some is-

sues this first time.  As with all of you, we 

are learning as we go and hope to get 

better as we move forward.  With that 

said, we have listed some simple instruc-

tions below to help you. 

 

However before we get to the instruc-

tions, we should clarify some things.  The 

first is that there are 2 ways you can 

watch our online worship service.   

 

The first way is through our church web-

site, which is the simplest way to get to 
and has everything you need.  Including 

sermon notes, online giving, previous ser-

mon messages, & more. We encourage 

you to use this method. 

 

The second is through our CBC Facebook 

page. 

 

I am sure you are asking yourself, why do 

we need to post videos in both locations 

on the internet? Isn’t posting on our 

church website enough?  The simple an-

swer is No. 

 

There are many reasons for posting on 

Facebook as well as to our church web-

site. One is for the audience we are 

reaching.  Second, Facebook is one of the 

most used social resources by people 

today.  Third, Facebook offers some addi-

tional social interacting functions that our 

church website cannot.  

 

By hosting a “Facebook Watch Party” we 

can create an environment where we are 

all worshiping together at the same time 

even though we are apart.  In addition, we 

can post “real time” comments to encour-

age & uplift one another.   

 

Instead of “One Church in Two Loca-

tions,” we are One Church in Many Loca-

tions! How cool is that!  

 

Hopefully after explaining all of this, you 

will have a better understanding of some 

of the reasons for why we are doing what 

CBC Online Worship Services 
we are doing.  As you read through & 

follow the instructions, please keep in 

mind that we have no control over inter-

net speeds, data surges, and the overall 

traffic on the internet. Therefore, you still 

may experience some buffering and your 

screen my freeze up on you.  Just be pa-

tient and keep trying.  

 

To Join Our “Live” Facebook Watch 

Party: 

Join us “LIVE” at 10:00 am.  Again, the 

simplest way to join us is through our 

church website. We suggest you login 10 

minutes ahead of time.  Also for the best 

connection, please do not have any other 

of your online devices connected to your 

home Wi-Fi (modem/router). 

 

1. Go to cornerstone-eldridge.org or 

cornerstone-dewitt.org 

2. You will see in red letters “Eldridge 

Watch Party” & “DeWitt Watch 

Party” with each campuses’ Facebook 

link in green. 

3. Run your mouse over the link & a 

hand will appear.  

4. Click on it & you will be redirected 

to our CBC Eldridge Facebook page. 

5. Once you are on our Facebook page,  

Click on the current video posted to 

join our live session. 

 

You do not have to have a Facebook ac-

count to watch the video. However, you 

will not be able to add a comment or like 

the video unless you have a Facebook 

account. 

 

Directions will pop up for you to create a 

Facebook account if you so choose to. 

Just following those instructions. We sug-

gest you do this either the day before or 

after the watch party. 

 

Remember to like & follow us on Face-

book. Also we encourage you to share the 

video with others. 
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Paul Hovey’s Discipleship Corner 

C O R N E R S T O N E  C O N N E C T I O N  

The Discipleship Pathway, 

Part 2 

 

At one point in time I dabbled in 

writing fiction.  I enjoyed creat-

ing new worlds and 

characters, and 

plots, and trying to 

write something 

that both captivated 

and challenged the 

reader.  I never 

published, so don’t 

bother googling my 

work! 

 

Being new to this task, I had 

some learning to do.  I read 

books from people who were 

successful authors.  One concept 

they routinely highlight is the 

necessity of change and growth 

in characters.  Fantasy fiction 

author Terry Brooks in Some-

times the Magic Works: Lessons 

from a Writing Life, writes: 

 

What matters… is that some 

form of growth takes places 

with the characters in-

volved… it might be physi-

cal… emotionally or psycho-

logically, [growth] that in-

volves maturity of thought… 

But without that movement 

to trigger that growth and 

that growth to cause that 

change, we don’t have a very 

compelling story… I would 

suggest that this is the single 

biggest problem… the char-

acters don’t ever change, 

don’t ever grow, and don’t 

ever surprise.  (117-18) 

 

What matters in a story is growth.  

What matters is that the person at 

the center of the story changes, 

grows, and surprises.  What mat-

ters in your story is that you change, 

grow, and surprise others.  But if 

you don’t move, you will never grow 

or change.  You will never be the 

kind of person who surprises the 

world.  Cornerstone’s disciple-

ship pathway is designed with 

this very hope in mind: that you 

himself for godliness (1Ti4:7).  

Every spiritual discipline requires 

us to move, to be active in a way 

that brings us face-to-face with 

Christ, where we will inevitably 

be ‘transformed into the same 

image from one degree of glory 

to another.’ (2Cor3:18) 

 

The final step of the ‘disciple’ 

phase of the pathway is to be-

come involved in a discipleship 

relationship.  In many stories, the 

main protagonist often has a 

mentor or sagely individual to 

find wisdom and guidance from 

who is crucial to that character’s 

growth, change and success.  

This is the essence of a disciple-

ship relationship.  “Brothers, join 

in imitating me, and keep your 

eyes on those who walk accord-

ing to the example you have in 

us.” (Ph3:17)  Growing in a 

wholly Christ-centered life hap-

pens best when you spend time 

walking with someone who has 

been where you are going, and 

can personally help show you the 

way. 

 

“Without that movement to 

trigger that growth and that 

growth to cause that change, we 

don’t have a very compelling 

story.”  It all starts with the 

choice to move, and the ball is in 

your court.  Will you move, and 

help God make yours a compel-

ling story for now and eternity 

to come? 

will move through the pathway, 

be transformed, and surprise the 

world with your faith in Christ. 

 

The first step of the pathway, 

becoming a Christ-follower, is 

about becoming grounded in 

your faith.  The second step of 

the pathway, becoming a disciple, 

is about getting on an active 

trajectory of transformation.  

This change is about you becom-

ing more like our Lord and Sav-

ior in thought, word, and deed, 

the transformation of your char-

acter and activity. 

 

The first step of being a disciple 

is to participate in a small group.  

Small group relationships teach 

us how to see, love and serve 

others.  It is a place to learn how 

to put the nearly 60 ‘one an-

other’ commands of Scripture 

into practice.  It transforms us as 

we learn to consider the inter-
ests of others above our own 

(Ph2:3-5). 

 

The second step is to serve in 

the church.  We put ourselves in 

a place where we are learning to 

prioritize the people, practices, 

and purposes that God desires 

us to prioritize.  We cannot help 

but be transformed when we live 

out our obligations and duties 

for the greater good of the King-

dom. 

 

Step three is sharing my faith.  I 

believe that this step is crucial 
for all disciples.  Here we step 

into an environment where we 

may meet uncertainty, antago-

nism, or resistance from others.  

However, the fortitude of your 

faith is most proven and verified 

when facing resistance.  There is 

no better way for your faith to 

be proven and affirmed, leading 

to growth. 

 

Connecting with Jesus through 

the spiritual disciplines is the 

fourth step of the disciple’s pro-

gression.  The disciple disciplines 



Church Financial Report 
Giving to the General fund for the first four Sundays 

of March has averaged $14,715 per week (compared 

to budget of $16,350).   

 

Last Sunday (March 22) was the first Sunday of online 

worship (no meeting together) and the giving was 

about HALF of normal.  We are still in very good 

financial condition, but please remember to give 

online or by mail or drop off a check at church. 

 
To give online, go to our website:                                          

cornerstone-eldridge.org or cornerstone-dewitt.org 

and at the top of the page click on Give.   

 

In addition to giving to the General fund to support 

our church budget, please consider giving to our 

Deacon fund as well if you are able, as we anticipate 

some people experiencing financial hardships in the 

days and weeks to come.   

 

God bless you and thank you for your faithful sup-

port of the Lord’s work at Cornerstone. 
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Faith’s Response S’il Vous Plait 

 

In his March 22nd message on Hebrews 11, 

Pastor Scott said that faith is our response 

to God drawing near to us. Just as the 

French “RSVP” asks for a response to an 

invitation, God asks for a response from 

us.  No response from us means our faith 

will not be producing its intended fruit for 

us.  
 

Faith in our heart is expressed through 

corresponding action.  James 2:26 says, 

“just as the body without a spirit is dead, 

so too faith without actions is dead” or 

“faith that does nothing is dead!”   As our 

spirit makes our body fruitful, so accom-

panying actions make our faith fruitful. 

 

“Among the rulers many believed in Jesus, 

but because of the Pharisees they did not 

confess Him lest they should be put out of 

the synagogue.  For they loved the praise 

of men more than the praise of 

God.” (John 12:42-43) 

 

Were these rulers saved? No!  Even 

though they “believed in Jesus,” they 

Message from Prayer Ministry Team, by Bucky & Anna Marie Percuoco 
stopped short of confessing Him as their 

Lord. Their inaction made their faith (Yes, 

they had faith!) unproductive to save 

them. We don’t want unproductive faith 

to happen to us. 

 

Once we have trusted God in prayer for 

something, our actions (the things we say 

and do) should be in agreement with what 

we believe.   
 

For example, He is Jehovah Shalom, the 

Lord our Peace. Jesus said, “Peace I leave 

with you; My peace I give to you…Let not 

your heart be troubled, neither let it be 

afraid.” (John 14:27) 

 

Do we actually have to ask God for peace 

if Jesus has already given it to us?  He very 

clearly said that He left His peace with us.  

What makes us think we don’t have 

peace? Our senses; our thoughts.  So, in 

response, our faith actions must be to 

mentally choose to “let not our heart be 

troubled or afraid.”  Do not take and 

entertain thoughts that you don’t agree 

with. Resist fearful thoughts that come 

into your head by speaking what the 

Word says about your peace! Start prais-

ing God that what Jesus said is true. “I 

have the peace of God. I 

resist every fearful 

thought, in Jesus’ name, 

and I choose to rejoice in 

the Lord because I have 

the mind of Christ.” 

 

We can’t obtain God’s 
abundance by using Thom-

as’ faith. (The “I won’t 

believe it unless I see it/

feel it” faith.)  We must 

take God at His word, and be fully con-

vinced that what He promised, He is also 

able to perform in us, through us, and for 

us. (Romans 4:21) 

 

Repondez s’il vous plait (RSVP) to God 

with faith and corresponding actions of 

faith.  You’ll see your faith made perfect 

(complete, fruitful) by your actions. (James 

2:22) 

CBC ROCK Usage 
During the COVID 19 outbreak we understand how being cooped up can 

cause us to go stir crazy.  Therefore we are opening up our facility to our 

congregation to give people a place to go for a short period of time to 

exercise, let the kiddos run off some energy, and/or just get out of the 

house. 

 

We are asking that you keep your group to 10 people or less, based on 
the guidelines given by our state government.  Gym times will be limited 

to one hour.  However, you are welcome to stay longer if no one is 

signed up after you.  

 

To sign up please contact Julie Tingle by calling our church office at                  

563-285-8080 or emailing at office4cbc@gmail.com.  Her office hours are 

8:00 am - noon, Monday thru Friday. 

 

We will continue this until the current restrictions change. 
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Holy Week & Easter Services: April 5th-12th 
At this time, our Holy Week & Easter Service activities are on 

hold.  Like you, we are hopeful that we will be able to physically 

gather together to celebrate the resurrection of our risen savior 

on Easter Sunday, but we are also preparing for online worship.   

 

We will keep you updated by sending emails and posting updates 

on our church website.  If you would like to be added to our email 
list, please email our church office at office4cbc@gmail.com or call 

us at 563-285-8080.   

Come and join us on Sunday Mornings! 
 
      
           CBC Eldridge       CBC DeWitt   
 

       775 E Le Claire Rd      320 2nd Street 
 

Family Sunday  

School Opportunities      9:45 am            8:45 am 
 

Worship Services  8:15 & 10:45 am    10:00 am 

Scheduled activities for the month of                                   

April have been cancelled.   
 

We hope to meet again in the month of May. 

 

During this time of social distancing, we encourage you to 

keep in contact with one another via phone or computer.  

We may not be able to physically be together, but it's 

important to reach out to encourage, uplift, & pray for 

one another.  A simple phone call, text message, or email 

can brighten someone’s day more than you realize.   

 

Praying you all stay safe & healthy.   


