Cornerstone Connection
V O L U M E

UPCOMING
EVENTS
• April 2 MOPS
• April 3 Elder Meeting
• April 4 Ladies Luncheon at
Biaggi’s
• April 4 Missions Meeting
• April 5-6 SOLID Ignite
Conference
• April 7 AM Communion
• April 13 Trustee Meeting
• April 14 Palm Sunday
• April 14 DeWitt Youth
Night
• April 16 MOPS
• April 18 Maundy Thursday
Service at CBC DeWitt
Campus
• April 19 Good Friday
Service at St. Ann’s
Catholic Church
• April 21 Easter Sunday
• April 26-27 Elder Retreat
• April 28 Worship Service,
Potluck, & Annual Meeting
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective -“Growth Engines for a Healthy Church”
Last Tuesday our four pastors
and Sandy Nass attended a
conference by 95 Network held
at Grandview church. 95 Network is a ministry that provides
resources, coaching and consulting for small and mid-size
churches. (95% of churches in
America have 500 people or
less – thus the name “95 Network.”) The conference was
entitled: “Growth Engines: 5
Core Actions for a Healthy
Small Church.”
What are the five keys to a
healthy, fruitful church?
1)
Mission/Vision; 2) Leadership
Development; 3) Discipleship
Pathway; 4) Communications;
5) Volunteer Culture.
First and foundational to the
rest? Mission / Vision.
Mission defines why we exist.
Cornerstone’s mission:
We
exist to worship God, proclaim
Christ and develop fully devoted
followers of Jesus who will extend His love to others.
Vision defines what it looks like
in the future (as the church
fulfills its mission). Cornerstone’s vision: Every Christfollower a disciple; every disciple a disciple-maker.

We have been a vision-driven
church for several years now,
and this new vision has been in
place for a few months. We are
now working on developing a
strategic plan for implementing

“Though we have work
to do and improvements
are needed in several
areas, it was affirming
and encouraging to see
that we are already on
the right track and making good progress in all
five of these key areas.”
the vision. That will be a major
emphasis at our Elder Retreat
April 26-27.
One of the strengths of our
church is that we have a clear
and compelling and biblical
vision to guide us into the future. Our sermon series from
Acts this winter has been communicating various aspects of
that disciple-making vision. We
are working on developing a
strategic plan with measurable
goals and next steps to be communicated clearly to all our
members and attenders.

Second key: Leadership Development.
Churches that are healthy and
growing are strong in their
ability to equip their members
for successful service. Churches cannot grow beyond their
leadership capacity. Equipping
faithful members to be able
to make disciples and lead ministries is foundational to the
health and growth of the
church. Leadership development is the responsibility of the
pastors and other leaders in the
church. Every disciple a disciple-maker, and every leader a
leader-developer.
Cornerstone is blessed with
many capable leaders – not
only pastors and elders but also
deacons and deaconesses and
purpose team leaders and ministry leaders and life group leaders. We are making progress
toward developing a leadership
development culture in which
all our leaders are mentoring
promising young leaders for the
future. Churches stay healthy
and growing for decades only as
each generation of leaders
equips and trains and mentors
the next generation of leaders.
(continued on Page 2)

A Word From Pastor Mark
Do you remember when you
first believed in Jesus Christ?
Who was the one who helped
you to cross the line of faith?
Was it a parent? A sibling? An
extended family member?
A
neighbor? A teacher? A student? Who loved you enough to
share Jesus with you?

Someone took the initiative.
Someone stepped out of his/her
comfort zone so that you could
hear the truth. And because of
this step you are “totally accepted, fully pleasing, deeply loved
and completely forgiven because
of the cross and resurrection of
Jesus.”

What if he/she had not shared
the gospel with you? Where
would you be today?
Scary
thought isn’t it? Thanks to the
grace of God working through
others we don’t have to experience what it would’ve been like.
(continued on Page 3)
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Pastor Scott’s Perspective (continued)
Third key: A Defined Discipleship Pathway
Healthy, growing churches not
only offer programs but they
also communicate a cohesive
path that helps people learn
what their next steps are
for growing as a disciple
and disciple-maker. Wherever someone may be on
their journey of following
Christ, the church offers
them a series of next steps
to take in their discipleship. Steps along a pathway that is clearly communicated.
At the conference we learned a
template for creating a scope
for discipleship – a scope with
four quadrants – components
of the discipleship process,
each with practical steps of
actions. We need to personalize this for Cornerstone. That
will be a priority item on the
agenda for our Elder Retreat –
a key part of a strategic plan for
implementing our disciplemaking vision.
We have some work to do here,
but we are on the right track. In
fact, that was one of the encouraging take-aways from the
conference, that we are on the
right track in all five areas, especially in our discipleship vision.
Fourth key: Effective Communications
Communication is key to the
health of any relationship, and
that holds true for the health
and fruitfulness of churches as
well.
Internally, that means effective
communication of the mission
and vision of the church to the
members and attenders of the
church, including next steps
along the discipleship pathway.
Externally, that means staying
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current with the rapidly changing communication shifts in our
culture. (We are living through
the greatest communication
shift in 500 years – from the
primacy of the printed page to
the primacy of digital communication.)
People today search Google for
everything – including spiritual
issues and local churches.
Other than those who are personally brought to church by a
friend or relative, most people
visiting a church today will have
already checked out the church
website, and their impression of
the website will be instrumental
in forming their first impression
of the church and in deciding
whether or not to visit that
church. This is exactly what I
did on our recent visit to
Charleston
when
deciding
which church to visit.
And
which restaurant. And B & B.
And historical tour. Etc. But
local residents also search websites for local organizations,
including churches. (Michelle
Sosnowski is doing an excellent
job with our website – check it
out.)
# 5: A Healthy Volunteer Culture
Key point: Need is NOT a volunteer strategy. Recruiting volunteers effectively requires more
than announcing a desperate
need. Volunteers need to be
equipped, trained, empowered,
encouraged, appreciated, and
given the tools to succeed. In
return, we expect volunteers to
exercise their spiritual gifts and
to serve with a great attitude.
Generally speaking, if a task or
assignment can be performed
by a paid staff person or by a
volunteer, it is healthier to have
the staff person equip the volunteer to do it. Healthy churches have a high level of volunteer participation in the mission

and vision of the church. That
participation promotes a sense
of ownership, fulfillment, belonging and satisfaction – as
well as unity among the volunteer ministry partners.
We didn’t necessarily learn a lot
of new things at this conference. Was it worthwhile then?
Yes. We learned some new
tools. And though we have
work to do and improvements
are needed in several areas, it
was affirming and encouraging
to see that we are already on
the right track and making good
progress in all five of these key
areas. That was not the case
with most other churches present. That is not the case with
most other churches anywhere.
It is easy to take a healthy
church for granted when that
church has been healthy for
many years. As though church
health were normal or automatic. It is not. Let us give thanks
to God for the good work He is
doing here at Cornerstone.
Through all of us. And please
pray for the pastors and elders
as they meet April 26-27 to
focus on important work that
needs to be done in implementing a strategic plan for the vision, including a well-defined
discipleship pathway.
The best is yet to come!
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A Word From Pastor Mark (continued)
The very God who moved in the
person who shared with you is
moving in you to do the same.
Think about the process of becoming a Christian like a relay race in a
track meet. The one before you
carries the baton of the good news
to you. Then you go after the next
person to pass the baton to them.
The good news should never die
with you. It should be passed on.
Faith is always meant to be shared.
Faith was never meant to be kept to
yourself.
We are in the race of life carrying
the baton of faith. God has entrusted us with the truth not to hide or
conceal it. But God gives us the
privilege and the responsibility of
being used by Him to pass on the
faith that was passed on to us.
I was recently talking to a Christian
from another church and he was
sharing how he was waiting for new
people to show up. That is a dying
viewpoint. People are less likely to
walk into our church doors looking

for Jesus. The church is not on their
radar. Many unchurched are unchurched because they never went
to church. They do not have any
guilt about not attending church
because they never attended church
before. How are they to hear the
truth about Jesus? We are to
bring the gospel to those who
need to hear it. Where is God
calling you to bring the Good News?
A Pastor who once was a missionary
to Africa shared how he went to a
remote tribe who had never before
seen a white face. They knew nothing of Jesus or the Bible. As the
missionary explained his purpose in
coming, the tribal chief announced,
“Yes, we have long been believers in
your God, and we have waited for
you to come; tell us more.”

news of peace and salvation, the
news that the God of Israel reigns!”
Isaiah 52:7 (NLT)
Beautiful feet! As Easter approaches let us put our faith and feet into
action. Let us deliver invites to
people in our circle of influence.
Let’s take steps to share our story
with Jesus. Let us share the good
news so that many will choose
Jesus this Easter!
Who are you passing the baton of
faith to this Easter season? Let us
not be stuck with the baton still in
our own hands.

People need Jesus and they need you
to share about Him with them.
Isaiah described people who are
obedient to sharing the gospel. He
wrote, “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the messenger
who brings good news, the good

Message from Prayer Ministry Team, by Bucky & Anna Marie Percuoco
REMIND GOD OF HIS PROMISES
WHEN YOU PRAY
Psalm 119:49 49 Remember the
word to Your servant, upon which You
have caused me to hope.
It’s not that God has a bad memory
and forgets His word. It is we, not
God, that need to be reminded of
His promises. The psalmist reveals
here that it is God’s word to him
that has caused him to hope; and he
is reminding both himself and God
of this fact. It is the basis for what
he is believing.
Isaiah 43:25-26 25 “I, even I, am He
who blots out your transgressions for
My own sake; and I will not remember
your sins. 26 Put Me in remembrance;
let us contend together; state your case,
that you may be acquitted.
God invites Israel to remind Him of
His promises that they may be acquitted of their sins and return to
Him.

In Nehemiah Chapter 1, Nehemiah
reminds God of His promise to
restore Israel, if they would return
to Him and obey Him.
Nehemiah 1:8-11 8 Remember, I
pray, the word that You commanded
Your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are
unfaithful, I will scatter you among the
nations; 9 but if you return to Me, and
keep My commandments and do them,
though some of you were cast out to
the farthest part of the heavens, yet I
will gather them from there, and bring
them to the place which I have chosen
as a dwelling for My name.’ 10 Now
these are Your servants and Your people, whom You have redeemed by Your
great power, and by Your strong hand.
11
O Lord, I pray, please let Your ear be
attentive to the prayer of Your servant,
and to the prayer of Your servants who
desire to fear Your name; and let Your
servant prosper this day, I pray, and
grant him mercy in the sight of this
man. For I was the king’s cupbearer.”

Nehemiah prayed God’s promise in
his request for favor with the king
and he received it.
2 Peter 1:2-4 2 Grace and peace be
multiplied to you in the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His
divine power has given to us all things
that pertain to life and godliness,
through the knowledge of Him who
called us by glory and virtue, 4 by
which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that
through these you may be partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through
lust.
God has given us power and promises for a purpose. We should invoke
those promises when we pray, so
we may partake of the divine nature
as Jesus did when He prayed.
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Pastor Drew’s Webb of Worship
It’s a statement that I’ve come to
expect, yet it always catches me offguard. Whenever something bad
happens in someone’s life the words
“God, why did You...” seem inevitable. There is always the notion that
God is the author of that which is
bad in life. It seems to communicate
the idea that God caused the
bad thing that happened in life.
“God, how could you have let
my daughter die?” “God, why
did I have to be the one to get
this cancer?” “How come my
child has wandered far from
You, why aren’t You drawing
them back to You?”

They were familiar with the impacts
of their own sin. They had lived the
idyllic life in the Garden. They had
walked with God in the coolness of
the day (Genesis 3.8). They knew
the voice and nature of God, His
ways and His holiness. After all, it
was God’s nature that prevented

Whenever I hear these types of
things I’m not surprised. I have,
indeed, come to expect statements
like these from both the world and
from Christians. However, these
statements still are incongruous with
who God is. Yes, God is in control,
but He is not the author of evil.
Man is the author of evil. We need
only go back to the 3rd chapter of
the Bible to see where it all started.
Man has his own ideas and pride
that make evil a certainty in this
world. It was in the very next chapter, Genesis 4, where we find the
first homicide. Cain killed Abel
because he had evil in his heart (1
John 3.12).

them from returning back to the
Garden after sinning.

I can’t imagine hearing Adam or Eve
question God when they found out
Cain had murdered his brother
Abel. I suspect they knew all too
well who God was and that God
was certainly not the culprit here.

Today, we have the luxury of looking back through the Word to understand God’s nature and ways.
However, this doesn’t prevent others from ascribing to Him qualities
that do not reconcile with what we
know of God. Romans 5.12 tells us
death comes to all people through
sin. So, we are to blame, we are
sinners, sentenced to death because
of our waywardness.
When someone ascribes to God
qualities that do not mesh with what
Scripture has revealed about Him it
makes me wonder what their true
view of God is. I believe the Christian’s true perspective comes into
view when trials are encountered.
No, shame is not the correct response either!

As I was reading through the book
In a Pit With a Lion On a Snowy Day I
came across these words. “Don’t
let what’s wrong with you keep you
from worshiping God. Worship is
zooming out and refocusing on the
big picture...the fact that two thousand years ago, Jesus died on the
cross to pay the penalty for my
sin. It’s refocusing on the fact
God unconditionally loves me
when I least expect it and least
deserve it. Worship is forgetting about what’s wrong with
you and remembering what’s
right with God. It is like hitting
the refresh key on your computer. It restores the joy of
your salvation. It recalibrates your
spirit. It renews your mind. And it
enables you to find something good
to praise God about even when
everything seems to be going
wrong.”
Worship adopts a biblical perspective. When we choose to worship
God we are acknowledging that
God is Who Scripture says He is.
We are recognizing Him as the
source of life. We are recognizing
that He is worthy of glory and honor, even when the circumstances of
life change. When we choose to
respond with all that we are to all
God has revealed Himself to be we
are declaring His greatness. Then
we can join with Job in saying “The
LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the
LORD be praised” (Job 1.21).

Church Financial Report

Family News

Giving to the General Fund (church budget) for
the first four weeks of March has averaged
$16,918 (compared to budget of $15,550). We
will finish this fiscal year on March 31 in strong
financial condition. The new budget for 2019-20
will be posted by April 14. We will vote on
what to do with the year-end surplus at our
April 28 Annual Meeting.

Congratulations to Kris & Sarah Proctor on the birth of
their new little girl, Everly Jean, born on March 21st,
weighting 9 lbs., 7 oz. and 21 1/2 inches long. Grandparents
are Dave & Susie Newsum.

Thank you and God bless you for your generous
giving.
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Our deepest Sympathy goes out to the following families.
The Mohr family on the loss of Kris’ brother, John.
The Witzenburg family on the loss of Jessica’s father,
Richard Beach.
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Pastor Steffan’s Reckless Obedience
In addition to a new vision, Cornerstone
has recently refined its core values. Although the vision has (rightly) received
much attention, little has been shared
about our core values. But as our core
values define our behavior, they are no
less important than our vision and mission in accomplishing all that God has
called us to do. Therefore, over the next
four months, I will be introducing each of
Cornerstone’s four core values.

away from the biblical model of discipleship across generations, and at worst,
shifted the focus of their worship from
God to man. The more we segregate and
isolate individuals and generations the
more we feed into our self-absorbed sin
nature. In today’s church, it is not uncommon to hear members complain that “they
just didn’t get anything out of the service”
that day…as if we assemble each week to
please them, rather than worship God.

Core value #1 - Christ-Centered Relationships

So, what is the antidote to this
self-centered, consumer-driven,
culture that has made its way into
our churches?

“Our Christian faith is defined by our
personal relationship with Jesus and is
expressed in and through our relationships with fellow believers. Cornerstone
is committed to enabling all believers to
grow in Christ-likeness through their
relationship with Jesus and in Christcentered, intergenerational, relationships
with one another.”
American culture is increasingly becoming a self-absorbed culture. Although
always known for its “rugged individualism,” for most of its history that individualism was tempered by one’s responsibility to faith and family. Yes, we championed the individual, but every individual
understood that they were part of something bigger than themselves. As such,
life was experienced together, and relationships served as the cement that
bound us together.
However, the technology revolution has
changed all of this. What was once available only through connection and contact
with others can now be experienced
alone. Needs that once took a family or
community to meet are now personally
available through a smartphone app. A
son need not work alongside a father to
learn how to change the oil in his car; he
simply needs to watch a YouTube video.
Uncomfortable having to sit with others
in a pew to worship? One can now
stream the service directly onto a device
and watch it in the comfort of his/her
home - alone.
Set within a self-absorbed, self-focused,
culture, many churches have shifted their
focus from community to the individual.
Adopting church growth strategies meant
to cater to the needs of individuals,
churches have, at best, unwittingly moved

one, in love with God and one another,
by the power of the Holy Spirit.
At Cornerstone, we have many avenues
through which one can establish and
grow relationships with other believers.
Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPs)
encourages and equips moms of young
children to realize their potential as
mothers, women, and leaders, in a relationship with Jesus, and in partnership

Christ-centered, intergenerational, discipleship-relationships.
Christ-centered, intergenerational, discipleship-relationships are a
way of life for Christians that
recognize and embrace the reality
that, who we are as Christians, can only
be fully realized in relationship to one
another through our relationship with
Christ. Yes, we are saved through a personal relationship with Christ, but we are
saved into the body of Christ.
I would suggest that one cannot grow in
faith outside of the community of faith.
The apostle Paul speaks of this throughout
his letters, most explicitly in 1 Corinthians
12, but also in Romans and 1 Timothy.
We are saved into a fellowship of believers, to both serve and be served – to
disciple and be discipled.
A picture of this type of Christ-centered,
intergenerational, discipleship relationships
is recorded in Acts 2:42-44, “And they
devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. And awe came
upon every soul, and many wonders and
signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together
and had all things in common.”
The text further describes the believers
attending worship together in the temple
and breaking bread together in their
homes (Acts 2:46). This is the picture of
intergenerational faith formation that Cornerstone seeks to emulate, all believers of
all ages in prayer, discipleship, and fellowship, in awe, experiencing wonders and
signs as we worship the triune God as

with the local church. Young at Heart
exists to meet and serve the needs of
our more mature members.
Life
Groups enable followers of Jesus to
connect relationally, grow spiritually, and
experience life with fellow believers.
Women’s Ministry exists to tend to
the spiritual and emotional needs of
women at Cornerstone and throughout
the community through Bible study, fellowship events and community outreach.
Men’s Ministry meets for mutual encouragement and discussion about issues
that are important for our spiritual
growth as men. Adult Bible Fellowships
(ABFs) develop mature Christ-like disciples through the study and application of
God’s Word and to foster relationships
among fellow believers.
Mentoring
Ministry exists to disciple individual
believers within the church body through
mentoring relationships.
If you would further information about
any of these ministries, or about Christcentered relationships in general, do not
hesitate to contact me – 563.285.8080,
steffannass1@gmail.com.
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22

29

21

28

Jackson Trotter

Brittany Bullock

Jacoby Bailey
Grace Bjustrom

Samson Ranfeld
Nora Salowitz

Clint Burklow
Jake Hayward
Matthew Simmons

Larry Crotty
Jessica Hasenmiller
Betsy Loehr

30
Emery Davis
Isaiah Eliasen

24

Melissa Chapman

Kayla Christenson
Dana Palmer

17

Mike Becraft
Everett Christenson
David Nass
Sheri Wilford

10

3

23

Tammy Bullock

16

Tiffany Lotz

Katie Gainer
Becky Porter

15

9

8

Darlene Arana
Jake Salowitz
Monica Mielke

Emma Guge
John Hawley

14

7

2

1

25

18

Sharon Hojnacki
Dawnetta Van Ee

11

4

Judy Holt

26

Sally Howell

19

Kris Proctor
Savannah Skinner
Dick & Lee Swanson

12

5

Alexander Hasenmiller
Neal Keppy
Braden Kuster

27

20

13

Angelique Graham
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Palm Sunday

7 AM Communion
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DWT)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
14
Nurse Office Open
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
6:00 pm DeWitt Youth Night

21
Easter Sunday

7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am Light Breakfast Hour (DWT)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am Light Breakfast Hour (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)

28 Nurse Office Open
7:45-8:10 am Prayer (E)
8:45 am SS & ABF (DW)
10:0 0 am Worship Service (DWT)
9:45-10:30 am SS & ABF’s (E)
8:15 & 10:4 5 am Worship Service (E)
5:00 pm Worship Service, Potluck, &
Annual Meeting
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22

29

2
8:45-10:45 am MOPS

6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

9
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

16
8:45-10:45 am MOPS

6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

23
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
Newsletter Articles Due

30
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot

3 6:30 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
7:00 pm SOLID Youth
8:30 pm Elder Meeting
10 6:30 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
7:00 pm SOLID Youth
17 6:30 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
7:00 pm SOLID Youth

24 6:30 am Men meet @
Tasty Café, Eldridge
11:3 0 am Young at Heart - Soup
& Service
6:30 pm Prayer (DW)
6:45 pm Bible Study & Prayer (E)
7:00 pm SOLID Youth

4

5

19

12

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
SOLID Ignite Conference
11:3 0 am Ladies Luncheon at
(April 5 & 6)
Biaggi’s
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in ROCK
7:00 pm Missions Meeting

11
9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in ROCK

18

26

7:00 pm Good Friday
9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
Service at St. Ann’s
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in ROCK Catholic Church
7:00 pm Maundy Thursday
Services at DeWitt Campus

25

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study
Elder Retreat (April 26-27)
6:30-8:30 pm Heart Shot
6:30 pm Coed Volleyball in ROCK

6

7:00 am Men’s Study - DWT
7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

13

7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

7:30 am Trustee Meeting

20

7:00 am Men’s Study - DWT
7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216

27

7:30 am Men’s Study, room 216
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April
Food Pantry
Items
“Canned fruit
& canned
meat”
Please place
donated items
on the cart
outside the
nursery.
Thank you!

Cornerstone Kids’ Connection, by Sandy Nass, DOCM
Last week, Cornerstone’s staff attended a 95 Network conference to
learn about core actions necessary
for healthy churches. 95Network is
an organization whose vision is to
help small and medium size churches
increase health, growth, and access
resources not readily available in a
smaller church environment. It was
exciting to see that Cornerstone as
a whole is on the right track, and
interesting and exciting to see Cornerstone Kids is making strides in
that direction, as well.
Growth Engine #1 is a clear mission
and vision. Over the last couple
years, Cornerstone Kids clarified it’s
mission “to support families as the
primary disciple-makers of their
children” and it’s vision “kids who
know, tell, trust, and obey so they
will stand in the day of battle”.
While the implementation of these
is ongoing, it’s been helpful to have
these clearly defined as we make
decisions.
Growth Engine #2 is leadership
development. This is probably the
area where I and our kids’ ministry
have the greatest potential to grow.
Ephesians 4:11-16 makes it clear
that equipping the saints for the
work of ministry for building up the
body of Christ should be my goal,
but there are so many different

aspects of ministry that I enjoy and
that gets me excited, that it’s sometimes hard to hand things off to
others.
Growth Engine #3 is a defined discipleship pathway. The Children’s
Purpose Team has defined our kids’
ministry pathway, but need to develop the systems necessary to move
kids from one step to the next.
Growth Engine #4 is effective communications. We are blessed to
have Michelle Sosnowski as
Cornerstone’s website and
social media person! She
keeps our online presence up
to date and fresh.
Growth Engine #5 is a
healthy volunteer culture.
Providing written job descriptions, tools for success, requiring a great attitude, all lead to an
engaged volunteer culture. Over
the last several months, we’ve used
job descriptions when adding volunteers to our children’s ministry
team; they clarify what is expected
of our volunteers, help to place
people in the best role for their
SHAPE, and help the volunteer to
take ownership of their role. I still
need to put some of the descriptions in writing but have been pleasantly surprised at the benefits of

defining specific volunteer roles.
The biggest tool the CPT developed
last year was our Child Protection
Policy. We worked with the pastors and elders to finalize the policy
then trained (most of) our volunteers in the policy. This tool serves
to protect our kids, our volunteers,
and our church.
There’s still much to be done in
Children’s Ministry at Cornerstone,
but we’re making progress. We
truly are blessed at Cornerstone,

both to have the leadership over us
we do, men who set aside personal
preferences/opinions to humbly
submit to the leading of the Holy
Spirit, and a team of volunteers
(nearly 150 people, including our
youth) who treasure Jesus Christ
above all and desire for Him to be
known and worshiped by the coming generation. Please pray for the
Holy Spirit to continue to lead us as
we raise the coming generation to
know Him. He is worthy!

Holy Week & Easter Services: April 14th - 21st
Palm Sunday, April 14th
Normal Sunday Worship Services, Sunday school, & ABF Classes at both CBC Campuses.
Maundy Thursday, April 18th
7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Worship Service with Communion at CBC DeWitt Campus.
Good Friday, April 19th
7:00 pm North Scott Community Good Friday Service at St. Ann’s Catholic Church in Long Grove. This is a time
of scripture readings and short devotionals from North Scott Pastors to help point us to Christ's death on the cross.
This is always a wonderfully meaningful service to participate in before the joy of resurrection Sunday morning.
Easter Sunday, April 21st (as follows)
DeWitt Campus:
8:45 am Light Easter Breakfast and Fellowship Hour—
No SS or ABFs.
10:00 am Easter Worship Service.

Join us for Holy Week Worship

Eldridge Campus:
8:15 & 10:45 am Easter Worship Services.
9:45 am Light Easter Breakfast and Fellowship Hour, ROCK Center—No SS or ABFs.
**There will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday, but there will be Children’s Church as usual.
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Upcoming S.O.L.I.D. Youth Events
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

April - T-Shirt Design Contest for Missions Fundraiser (more details to come)
April 5-6th - Overnight trip to Chicago for Ignite Youth Conference
April 10th - New Missions Trip Deposit Deadline
April 24th - Special Event Night (more details to come)
May 5 - ServeFest
May 15 - End of Year Celebration
June 10-14 VBS (helpers needed—more details to come)
June 24-29 SOLID Missions Trip to Radcliff , Kentucky

Special Wednesday Night
Small Group Event — March 20th
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We’re on the web!
www.cornerstone-eldridge.org

Annual Meeting & Potluck
Come & join us for a bowl of soup, fellowship, &
serving others with a special service project.
We will meet at the CBC Eldridge campus
at 11:30 am on Wednesday, April 24th.
Please contact Jim or Dee McGimpsey if you
have any questions.

Our annual church meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 28th
starting at 5:00 pm. We will be gathering together for a special
communion & worship service in the sanctuary followed by a
potluck supper in the ROCK. Then end the night with our annual
meeting in the ROCK. We encourage everyone to attend.
Please bring a side dish AND dessert to share. The Fellowship
Committee will be providing ham, rolls, lemonade, coffee, and table
service. Please contact Betsy Loehr or Lynda Yoder if you have
any special dietary needs or concerns. Thank you.

Hope to see you there!

VBS - SAVE THE DATE
Come and join us on Sunday Mornings!

Family Sunday
School Opportunities
Worship Services

CBC Eldridge
775 E Le Claire Rd

CBC DeWitt
320 2nd Street

9:45 am

8:45 am

8:15 & 10:45 am

10:00 am

2019 Vacation Bible School will be the week of
June 10th - 14th from 8:45-11:30 am.
If you are interested in helping at this amazing
outreach, please contact Deb Halstead at 563-3435459 or at deb59tmlc@gmail.com

