
1 Five days later Ananias the high priest came down with 
some elders and a lawyer named Tertullus. These men 
presented their case against Paul to the governor. 2 When 
Paul was called in, Tertullus began to accuse him and 
said, “We enjoy great peace because of you, and reforms 
are taking place for the benefit of this nation because of 
your foresight. 3 We acknowledge this in every way and 
everywhere, most excellent Felix, with utmost gratitude. 
4 But, so that I will not burden you any further, I request 
that you would be kind enough to give us a brief hearing. 
5 For we have found this man to be a plague, an agitator 
among all the Jews throughout the Roman world, and a 
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 6 He even tried 
to desecrate the temple, and so we apprehended him. By 
examining him yourself you will be able to discern the 
truth about these charges we are bringing against him.” 
9 The Jews also joined in the attack, alleging that these 
things were true ... 9 But Festus, wanting to do the Jews 
a favor, replied to Paul, “Are you willing to go up to 
Jerusalem to be tried before me there on these charges?” 

10 Paul replied, “I am standing at Caesar’s tribunal, 
where I ought to be tried. I have done no wrong to the 
Jews, as even you yourself know very well. 11 If then I 
did anything wrong and am deserving of death, I am not 
trying to escape death; but if there is nothing to what 
these men accuse me of, no one can give me up to them. 
I appeal to Caesar!” 12 Then after Festus conferred with 
his council, he replied, “You have appealed to Caesar; 
to Caesar you will go.” ... 27 King Agrippa, do you 
believe the prophets? I know you believe.” 28 Agrippa 
said to Paul, “Are you going to persuade me to become a 
Christian so easily?” 29 “I wish before God,” replied Paul, 
“that whether easily or with difficulty, not only you but 
all who listen to me today might become as I am—except 
for these chains.”30 The king, the governor, Bernice,and 
those sitting with them got up, 31 and when they had 
left they talked with each other and said, “This man is 
not doing anything to deserve death or imprisonment.” 
32 Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been 
released if he had not appealed to Caesar.”

Scripture

Acts 24:1-9; 
25:9-12; 26:27-32
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30. God’s 
Providence 

Providence refers to God’s continuing 
work and involvement in His creation. 
This includes, in various degrees, God’s 
preservation of the created order, His 
governance, and His care for His people 
(Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3; Gen. 8:21-22). 
Christians believe the world, and even the 
cosmos itself, is contingent upon God, 
incapable of existing apart from Him. 
Christians also believe in God’s personal 
and direct intervention in the world—
as opposed to a hands-off approach to 
creation—that affects not only the natural 
order, but also the individuals and events 
within human history.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What were their accusations against Paul?

 How might Jesus’ teachings in 
passages like Matthew 10:16-19 have 
prepared the apostles for hostile, 
frightening moments like these?
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work and involvement in His creation. 
This includes, in various degrees, God’s 
preservation of the created order, His 
governance, and His care for His people 
(Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3; Gen. 8:21-22). 
Christians believe the world, and even the 
cosmos itself, is contingent upon God, 
incapable of existing apart from Him. 
Christians also believe in God’s personal 
and direct intervention in the world—
as opposed to a hands-off approach to 
creation—that affects not only the natural 
order, but also the individuals and events 
within human history.

 What stands out to you about Paul’s defense?

 What can we learn from Paul’s defense?

Main Point
Live for Christ wherever God’s 

providence places you.

Christ Connection

God had told Paul that he would preach before kings and that he 
would reach Rome. God’s chosen path for Paul to fulfill these promises 
was in chains as a prisoner for His faith. Paul’s trust in God and his 
continuing to preach the gospel in the face of false accusations, unjust 
sentencing, and possible torture and death is an example of confidence 
in the power of the gospel to save.
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His Story

What did Paul mean when he said that he wished all of them “might become 
as I am – except for these chains” (26:29)?

How can you share Jesus right where you are?

In Defense

Agrippa believed the prophets (Acts 26:27), so Paul tried to demonstrate how 
the prophets predicted the death and resurrection of Jesus (Acts 26:22-23). 
Many people believe in the concept of human equality, so we may try to win 
them by showing that Adamic ancestry, the image of God, and the gospel offer 
the most stable foundations for such a belief. Society’s widespread belief in the 
concepts of justice, love, reason, etc. are great opportunities to demonstrate the 
truthfulness of Christianity. If we can take what people already believe and show 
how Christianity provides the best foundation or reason for such a belief, it can 
be a powerful apologetic.
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Our Mission

Head

Where in the Old Testament did God use injustices or false accusations to 
guide His servants?

What is the greatest example in the Scriptures of how God used false 
accusations and a bogus trial to accomplish His plan?

Heart

Reflecting on your own life, what are some examples of God’s providence? 

How does trust in God’s providence help you get through difficult situations?

Hands

Why is it important to keep doing what is right even when you’re in a 
situation that is unfair or wrong?

What are some opportunities for you to serve God that are unique to this 
season as a teenager?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Despite Paul’s unfair and difficult situation, he was 
able to say, “I have a hope in God” (v. 15). His 
hope was not dependent upon His circumstances. 
Circumstances change, but God remains the 
same; a constant anchor in uncertain times. Paul 
was able to have hope in God because he believed 
“everything that is in accordance with the law and 
written in the prophets” (v. 14). He hoped in God 
because He believed God’s word.

Do you have hope regardless of your circumstances, 
or does your hope come and go? Your hope will be 
as steady as the object you place it in. If it’s in God 
and His Word, then your hope will be secure. But 
if it is in yourself, other people, or some result, then 
you will be disappointed.  

What is an area of your life where you 
need to put your hope in God?

Day 1

Acts 
24:1-27
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Satan would like nothing more than to discredit 
the message of the gospel with the sins and 
hypocrisies of believers. He can’t make the gospel 
untrue, but if he can make us inconsistent, it will 
damage our witness. Paul was able to say at his trial, 
“I have done no wrong to the Jews, as even you 
yourself know very well” (v. 10). Imagine living 
in such a way that your integrity was obvious to 
all. That’s how Paul lived. It reminds us of 1 Peter 
2:12, which says, “Conduct yourselves honorably 
among the Gentiles, so that when they slander you 
as evildoers, they will observe your good works and 
will glorify God.”

The world is always looking to slander Christians, 
but we should live in a way that proves its 
accusations are obviously false. Aim to live with 
integrity. None of us will be perfect, but we can all 
be true. Your good testimony may have a greater 
impact on others for Christ than you’ll ever know.

How can you use this week to live 
in integrity?

Day 2

Acts 
25:1-12

The Roman authorities were expecting the Jews 
to bring serious legal accusations against Paul. 
Instead, they discovered that the real issue was a 
disagreement over “a certain Jesus” (v. 19). Whatever 
disagreements may exist between Christians and 
an unbelieving world, know that the fundamental 
difference is over Jesus. 

For the most part, the world is happy to let you be 
religious or spiritual, but nothing brings the fury of 
the enemy like a believer who is unashamed to live 
for Jesus. If we are to be guilty of anything, may it 
be an undying commitment to Jesus. If we are to be 
convicted of anything, may it be of following our 
risen Savior.

Do the unbelievers in your life know 
you are a follower of Jesus? Why or 
why not?

Day 3

Acts 
25:13-27
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You’ve likely heard the saying, “It’s not how you 
start. It’s how you finish.” Paul wasn’t always the 
great apostle we know today. At one time, he did 
not believe in Jesus and even persecuted Christians. 
He was so opposed to Jesus that he sought to 
harm believers from city to city (v. 11). But Jesus 
intervened and rescued Paul from a life of violence 
and unbelief. His early reputation was not his 
lasting legacy because he was changed by the gospel.

Whatever your past mistakes may be, they do not 
have to define you. Your current reputation does 
not have to be your legacy. As Paul taught and lived, 
you can “repent and turn to God” (v. 20). Don’t let 
your past rob you of your future. Turn to God. We 
must also “do works worthy of repentance” (v. 20), 
meaning this is not a one-time decision, but a daily 
commitment. While we shouldn’t be defined by 
past mistakes, we also should not coast on past 
accomplishments. Live for Jesus each day and, like 
Paul, you’ll be a testimony of God’s grace.

What habits do you need to change 
in order to create a testimony that 
honors the Lord?

Day 4

Acts 
26:1-23

When you want something badly enough, your 
actions will show it. It’s amazing what my kids are 
willing to eat when they really want dessert. It’s also 
amazing what people will eat when they want to 
get in shape! Our greatest desires drive our actions 
and habits.

Paul said he wished that “all who listen to me today 
might become as [he was]” (v. 29). His desire was 
for other people to believe the gospel and be saved 
by Jesus, so he used every opportunity to share the 
gospel. Sharing Jesus may be intimidating, but if 
we want others to know Him, we will share Him. 
Pray for the desire to tell others about Jesus and for 
the courage to do it when given the opportunity.

Who is someone you know who does 
not believe in Jesus, and how can you 
share the gospel with them?

Day 5

Acts 
26:24-32
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