
8 For this reason, although I have great boldness in Christ 
to command you to do what is right, 9 I appeal to you, 
instead, on the basis of love. I, Paul, as an elderly man and 
now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus, 10 appeal to you 
for my son, Onesimus. I became his father while I was 
in chains. 11 Once he was useless to you, but now he is 
useful both to you and to me. 12 I am sending him back 
to you—I am sending my very own heart. 13 I wanted 
to keep him with me, so that in my imprisonment for 
the gospel he might serve me in your place. 14 But I 
didn’t want to do anything without your consent, so that 
your good deed might not be out of obligation, but of 
your own free will. 15 For perhaps this is why he was 
separated from you for a brief time, so that you might 

get him back permanently, 16 no longer as a slave, 
but more than a slave—as a dearly loved brother. He is 
especially so to me, but how much more to you, both 
in the flesh and in the Lord. 17 So if you consider me 
a partner, welcome him as you would me. 18 And if 
he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, 
charge that to my account. 19 I, Paul, write this with my 
own hand: I will repay it—not to mention to you that 
you owe me even your very self. 20 Yes, brother, may I 
benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 
21 Since I am confident of your obedience, I am writing 
to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
22 Meanwhile, also prepare a guest room for me, since I 
hope that through your prayers I will be restored to you.

Scripture

Philemon 8-22

Unit .35

Session .03

Living in Grace
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80. People of God

Scripture describes the church as “the 
people of God” (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised 
of both Jew and Gentile, the church is 
created by God through the atoning death 
of Christ. The term “church” is used in 
two senses—of individual local churches 
composed of people who have covenanted 
together under the lordship of Christ 
and of the universal church composed 
of all believers in Christ in all times. As 
the people of God, the church seeks to 
live under God’s ruling care while we are 
protected and cared for by Him.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

According to verse 10, what did God use to bring a change in Onesimus’ life?

Who are spiritual mentors in 
your life?
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80. People of God

Scripture describes the church as “the 
people of God” (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised 
of both Jew and Gentile, the church is 
created by God through the atoning death 
of Christ. The term “church” is used in 
two senses—of individual local churches 
composed of people who have covenanted 
together under the lordship of Christ 
and of the universal church composed 
of all believers in Christ in all times. As 
the people of God, the church seeks to 
live under God’s ruling care while we are 
protected and cared for by Him.

According to verse 16, how did Onesimus’ conversion change his relationship 
with Philemon?

How should the concept of kingdom-identity change the way we relate to 
one another?

Main Point
The gospel calls 
us to treat each  

other like family. 

Christ Connection

When Paul appealed to Philemon on behalf of the runaway slave, 
Onesimus, he placed himself in the middle of their broken relationship. 
To make peace, Paul volunteered to pay Onesimus’ debt. Through this 
action, Paul modeled Jesus Christ, who is the peacemaker between 
God and sinful humanity. By paying our debt, Jesus reconciled us to 
God and to each other.
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In Defense

“One final consideration has really...deepened my conviction that the Bible 
as a whole is utterly opposed to any form of slavery: the book of Philemon...
Paul dissolves the slave/master relationship, and erects in its place a brother/
brother relationship, in which the former slave is treated with all the dignity 
that the apostle himself would be treated. Thus, even before the actual 
institution of slavery is abolished, the work of the gospel abolishes the 
assumptions and prejudices that make slavery possible...it shows how the 
logic of the gospel is utterly opposed to slavery.”1

His Story

What can we learn from Paul’s attempt to make things right?

1.  Gavin Ortlund, “Is the Bible Pro-Slavery?,” Soliloquium, May 26, 2018, https://gavinortlund.
com/2018/05/25/is-the-bible-pro-slavery/.
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Our Mission

Head

How does this story challenge you to think differently about how we relate 
to other people?

What are social barriers that prevent us from viewing each other as family? 

Heart

Why is love a better motivator than law (vv. 8-9)? 

How can we develop a love for others that looks like Paul’s love 
for Onesimus?

Hands

How can you try to make things right with someone you have 
sinned against?

How can you forgive and reconcile with someone who has sinned 
against you?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Paul had shared the gospel with Philemon and 
others who then began to meet as a church at 
Philemon’s house. Paul was no longer with them, 
but they had continued to live for Christ. As Paul 
opened the letter to them, he said, “I hear of your 
love for all the saints and the faith that you have 
in the Lord Jesus” (v. 5). Could those who have 
invested into your life say the same thing?

I can think of a number of people who personally 
invested into my spiritual life. My hope is that if 
they heard of my life today, they would be able to 
thank God that I love other believers and have faith 
in Jesus. Don’t waste the investment others have 
made in you. Rather, imitate their faith by loving 
others and following Jesus. Love is displayed in 
your actions; faith is displayed through your works. 
Live in a way that shows you belong to Jesus.  

How can you grow in love and in faith?

Day 1

Philemon 
1-7
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Have you ever written someone off, or thought 
that there’s no way they will change? At one time, 
Onesimus was not living for the Lord (v. 11). But 
God used Onesimus’ time with Paul to bring a 
great change in his life. It was such a dramatic 
change that Paul considered Onesimus a spiritual 
son (v. 10), his own heart (v. 12), and a helpful 
partner for ministry (v. 13). 

Don’t let someone’s past mistakes keep you from 
seeing what God could do in his or her life. We 
should not give up on people too soon. They might 
just need a Paul in their lives to show them a better 
way to live. God can rescue and change anyone, 
and He wants to do it through the kindness and 
love of His church.

Who can you reach out to who is far 
from God?

Day 2

Philemon 
8-14

Our relationships can often be hindered by cliques 
and social norms. The world says it’s not cool to 
be friends with people who aren’t like you or don’t 
have the same hobbies. Everyone is expected to stay 
in their lanes and maintain the status quo. This is 
especially true at school, but the gospel shows us a 
different way. 

Philemon and Onesimus were from very different 
social classes, but Paul told Philemon to treat 
Onesimus as a brother. The gospel tears down 
social barriers and calls us to relate to one another 
as family. Think through your relationships at 
church. Are there students you know are believers, 
but you treat them differently at school because 
they’re in a different social group? Treat them as an 
equal brother or sister, and show the world what 
the family of God is really like.

Who can you befriend that is different 
than you?

Day 3

Philemon 
15-17
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Paul was confident that Philemon and the church 
meeting at his house would not only do what he 
said, but go above and beyond. Philemon had 
demonstrated love for believers and faith in Jesus 
before (v. 5,) so Paul was sure that he would do it 
again in regards to Onesimus. 

When your parents, teachers, and friends ask you 
to do something, are they confident you will follow 
through? We should have a reputation for doing 
the right thing. Better yet, it honors Christ when 
we don’t just do the bare minimum. Go above and 
beyond to do what is right, today and every day.

What are some areas where you can 
go above and beyond? At home? At 
school? At church?

Day 4

Philemon 
18-22

Have you ever read instructions and thought, 
“How in the world am I going to do this?” I’ve 
had that feeling many times, from putting together  
furniture to completing assignments for school. We 
can also get that feeling when we read the Bible. 

Philemon must have read this letter and thought, 
“How am I going to treat him as a brother?” But the 
answer is found in the closing verse—“The grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit” (v. 25). 
We can do anything God calls us to do because His 
grace will be with us. Lean on His grace and follow 
His instructions.

What is something you couldn’t 
accomplish yourself, but are enabled 
to by God’s grace?

Day 5

Philemon 
23-25
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