
9 I, John, your brother and partner in the affliction, 
kingdom, and endurance that are in Jesus, was on the 
island called Patmos because of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
day, and I heard a loud voice behind me like a trumpet 
11 saying, “Write on a scroll what you see and send it 
to the seven churches: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” 12 Then I 
turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me. When I 
turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the 
lampstands was one like the Son of Man, dressed in a robe 
and with a golden sash wrapped around his chest. 14 The 
hair of his head was white as wool—white as snow—and 
his eyes like a fiery flame. 15 His feet were like fine bronze 

as it is fired in a furnace, and his voice like the sound of 
cascading waters. 16 He had seven stars in his right hand; 
a sharp double-edged sword came from his mouth, and his 
face was shining like the sun at full strength. 17 When I 
saw him, I fell at his feet like a dead man. He laid his right 
hand on me and said, “Don’t be afraid. I am the First and 
the Last, 18 and the Living One. I was dead, but look—I 
am alive forever and ever, and I hold the keys of death 
and Hades. 19 Therefore write what you have seen, what 
is, and what will take place after this. 20 The mystery of 
the seven stars you saw in my right hand and of the seven 
golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels 
of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the 
seven churches.

Scripture

Revelation 1:9-20

Unit .36

Session .01

The Redeemer 
Reveals His Glory
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48. Jesus’ Deity

Within the person of Jesus Christ, there 
are two natures—the divine nature and 
the human nature. Scripture teaches He is 
fully divine and fully human. His divinity 
is on display in passages that describe Him 
as being equal with God (John 1:1-18; 
Phil. 2:5-11; Col. 1:15-20; Heb. 1:1-3). 
The New Testament also points to the deity 
of Christ by showing how He possesses 
attributes that God alone possesses (Mic. 
5:2; John 1:4), how He performs works 
that only God performs (Mark 2:5-12; 
John 10:28; 17:2), and how He Himself 
claims to be the Son of God (Matt. 26:63-
64; John 8:58; 10:30; 17:5).

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What did John mean when he called himself their partner in “the affliction, 
kingdom, and endurance that are in Jesus” (v. 9)?

How can other people being present 
motivate you when you’d rather 
give up?
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48. Jesus’ Deity

Within the person of Jesus Christ, there 
are two natures—the divine nature and 
the human nature. Scripture teaches He is 
fully divine and fully human. His divinity 
is on display in passages that describe Him 
as being equal with God (John 1:1-18; 
Phil. 2:5-11; Col. 1:15-20; Heb. 1:1-3). 
The New Testament also points to the deity 
of Christ by showing how He possesses 
attributes that God alone possesses (Mic. 
5:2; John 1:4), how He performs works 
that only God performs (Mark 2:5-12; 
John 10:28; 17:2), and how He Himself 
claims to be the Son of God (Matt. 26:63-
64; John 8:58; 10:30; 17:5).

How do these verses motivate us to live with courage?

What do these verses reveal about Jesus’ identity?

Main Point
The victory of Christ 

motivates endurance.
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His Story

How does knowing the ending motivate endurance in the present?

Christ Connection

When Jesus revealed Himself to John, He pointed to His identity as 
the First and the Last, the Living One. He also pointed to the work He 
accomplished while on earth—defeating death and hell through His 
crucifixion and resurrection. The same Jesus who was once crucified in 
shame is the Jesus who is now exalted in glory.
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Our Mission

Head

When you think of Jesus, do you primarily think of majesty or mercy? 

Why is it important to embrace both of those truths simultaneously? 

Heart

What are fears that keep us from living for Jesus? 

How does this vision give you hope to overcome those fears? 

Hands

What might it look like to partner with other believers who are suffering? 

Jesus told John to write. What might He be telling you to do to follow Him?

UNIT 36  |  SESSION 1  |  83



The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

The Book of Revelation is ultimately a message 
from Jesus Christ. The apostle John was merely 
His messenger. And so it is with all of Scripture: 
when you read the Bible, God is speaking to you. 
His purpose is to reveal Himself and His plan. The 
question is not whether God is speaking to you—
He is. The question is whether you are reading, 
hearing, and obeying. 

Don’t take your access to the Scriptures for granted. 
It is a blessing to read His words. Don’t take the 
teaching you receive through your pastors and 
teachers each week for granted, either. It is also a 
blessing to hear His words. The greatest blessing, 
however, comes from keeping His word. Jesus 
began the Sermon on the Mount with a series of 
blessings, and He concluded with this: “Everyone 
who hears these words of mine and acts on them 
will be like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock” (Matt. 7:24). Building your life on God’s 
word is the blessed life.  

What has God’s word taught you that 
you still need to obey?

Day 1

Revelation 
1:1-3
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Before creation, Jesus was God. He did not begin 
to exist at the incarnation. Rather, the eternal Son 
became a man. Jesus is He “who was” (vv. 4, 8), and 
Jesus is God. Jesus didn’t stop being God when He 
was crucified. He has risen and reigns forever. To 
think of Him as merely a significant historical figure 
is insufficient; for He is the one “who is” (vv. 4, 8), 
and He is coming to earth again. Jesus is coming on 
the clouds, and every eye will see Him (v. 7). 

There’s no need to fear Jesus’ coming. Jesus is the 
God who “loves us and has set us free from our 
sins by his blood” (v. 5). The one who exists forever 
has loved you from the beginning. He came to 
demonstrate that love through the cross, and 
when He returns, we will live under His loving 
rule forever.

How might knowing that God has 
and will always love you change your 
relationship with Him?

Day 2

Revelation 
1:4-8

The apostle John was enduring persecution because 
of His commitment to Jesus when Jesus appeared 
to him in a vision. In the vision, Jesus is depicted 
majestically—dressed in a robe with a golden sash, 
white hair, fiery eyes, bronze feet, and a voice as 
mighty as a waterfall. His words are as powerful as 
a double-edged sword, and in His hands, He holds 
His church. 

When you go through trials and difficulties, 
remember that you are held in the hand of God. 
Yes, there are afflictions which require endurance 
(v. 9), but you are secure because Christ will not let 
you go. No one can snatch you from the hand of 
the Almighty, so press on, knowing you are secure 
in Him.

What are you emboldened to do for 
God, knowing that you are secure in 
His hand?

Day 3

Revelation 
1:9-16
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When John came face to face with the risen Lord, 
he fell at Jesus’ feet as though he were dead. He was 
awestruck and speechless. The glory of Christ was 
so overwhelming that he could not remain on his 
feet. In our sins, Jesus’ holy presence would surely 
destroy us. No one could stand before Him and 
live. But Jesus died so that we might be able to live 
in His presence forever. 

The Living One reached down and reassured the 
trembling apostle that he didn’t need to fear. Jesus 
had conquered death in order to bring us to life. 
If there’s no need to fear in His presence, there’s 
no need to fear at all. The One who is the First 
and the Last lifts us to victory. So, look to the One 
who died but was raised (v. 18). Look to the Son 
and live.

What would it look like to live 
knowing Jesus has conquered death?

Day 4

Revelation 
1:17-18

Jesus gave a special message to seven different 
churches. He called the church at Ephesus to 
rekindle the love they had at first. They had 
doctrinal discernment and would not tolerate evil; 
nonetheless, their faith had lost its affection. Paul 
warned in 1 Corinthians that to have understanding 
and faith apart from love is to have nothing at all 
(13:2). We must be careful to tend to the fire of 
love and never let our hearts become cold. 

To the church at Smyrna, Jesus gave a challenge to 
persevere through suffering. A love for Jesus is the 
key ingredient to faithfulness in persecution. We 
will willingly endure suffering and mistreatment 
for Jesus if we love Him. And because He loves 
us, Jesus will reward us with the crown of life. 
Kindle your love for Jesus and live for Him in 
every circumstance.

What helps you develop a greater 
love for Jesus?

Day 5

Revelation 
1:19-2:11
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