
11 Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white 
horse. Its rider is called Faithful and True, and with 
justice he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like 
a fiery flame, and many crowns were on his head. He 
had a name written that no one knows except himself. 
13 He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his name is 
called the Word of God. 14 The armies that were in 
heaven followed him on white horses, wearing pure white 
linen. 15 A sharp sword came from his mouth, so that 
he might strike the nations with it. He will rule them 
with an iron rod. He will also trample the winepress of 
the fierce anger of God, the Almighty. 16 And he has 
a name written on his robe and on his thigh: King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. ... 1 Then I saw a new 
heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 
2 I also saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 Then I heard a loud voice 
from the throne: Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity, 

and he will live with them. They will be his peoples, and 
God himself will be with them and will be their God. 
4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death 
will be no more; grief, crying, and pain will be no more, 
because the previous things have passed away. 5 Then 
the one seated on the throne said, “Look, I am making 
everything new.” He also said, “Write, because these 
words are faithful and true.” ... 1 Then he showed me 
the river of the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle 
of the city’s main street. The tree of life was on each side 
of the river, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 
fruit every month. The leaves of the tree are for healing 
the nations, 3 and there will no longer be any curse. The 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and 
his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, 
and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 Night will be 
no more; people will not need the light of a lamp or the 
light of the sun, because the Lord God will give them 
light, and they will reign forever and ever.

Scripture

Revelation 19:11-16; 
21:1-5; 22:1-5

Unit .36

Session .04

The Redeemer 
Returns
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99. New Heaven 
and New Earth

When Christ returns and the children 
of God are revealed, the creation itself 
will be made new. Like the resurrected 
bodies that Christians will one day receive, 
the physical world itself will undergo a 
similar transformation, so much so that 
the Scriptures describe it as a new heaven 
and a new earth (2 Pet. 3:13). Scripture 
describes the new earth as a city (Rev. 
21:10-11,21-26) and as a physical place 
that will include eating and drinking 
(Luke 22:18; Rev. 19:9). Best of all, Christ 
will be all and in all, and we shall see Him 
face to face.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What do these images tell us about Jesus? Does it change the way you think 
about Him?

How might trust in God’s future 
justice help us resist the temptation 
to take justice into our own hands?
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99. New Heaven 
and New Earth

When Christ returns and the children 
of God are revealed, the creation itself 
will be made new. Like the resurrected 
bodies that Christians will one day receive, 
the physical world itself will undergo a 
similar transformation, so much so that 
the Scriptures describe it as a new heaven 
and a new earth (2 Pet. 3:13). Scripture 
describes the new earth as a city (Rev. 
21:10-11,21-26) and as a physical place 
that will include eating and drinking 
(Luke 22:18; Rev. 19:9). Best of all, Christ 
will be all and in all, and we shall see Him 
face to face.

According to verse 3, what is God’s purpose for the new creation?

What is different about this new creation compared to the present world?

Main Point
Jesus will return to 
rid the world of evil 

and reign forever. 

Christ Connection

This present age will come to an end when Christ returns to fulfill His 
promises and reign with His people for all eternity. The relationship 
lost in the Garden when Adam sinned will be gloriously restored when 
the Garden City is unveiled and Jesus wipes away every tear from every 
eye. The way to be part of God’s new world is to be cleansed by the 
blood of the Lamb, shed for our redemption.
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In Defense

God’s wrath is often repulsed in our culture as a reason to reject the God of 
the Bible. Some find it difficult to believe that God is love when faced with 
the God of justice in texts like Revelation 19. How could the God of this text 
be compatible with the God of John 3:16? But could we say that God is love 
if He is apathetic toward the evils of our world? No; love is animated by truth 
and justice. As Derek Rishmawy has written, “Wrath isn’t the opposite of love, 
then–indifference is.”1 Love is expressed not only by what it embraces, but also 
by what it rejects. God’s love can be seen, in part, by how He deals with evil and 
injustice —and that kind of God is the only God worth believing in at all.

His Story

How does the promise of this new world motivate faith and endurance in the 
present world?

1. Derek Rishmawy, “Can a God of Love Have Wrath?,” Reformedish, January 22, 2014, https://der-
ekzrishmawy.com/2014/01/22/can-a-god-of-love-have-wrath/.
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Our Mission

Head

What can we learn about our future selves from these verses? 

How does your future victory over sin give you hope in your current struggles 
with sin?

Heart

What does this passage teach us about grief and pain? 

How does this passage give us hope in the midst of pain?

Hands

How can you prepare for Christ’s return now? 

How is it possible to live like you belong to God right now?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

When Jesus comes in judgment, heaven will shout, 
“Hallelujah” (v. 1)! But how can we celebrate God’s 
wrath? Should we rejoice at His judgments? Yes, we 
should—not with self-righteous taunting, but with 
sincere gladness over evil’s defeat. We rejoice because 
“his judgments are true and righteous” (v. 2).

Paul said in 1 Corinthians that “love finds no joy 
in unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth” (13:6). 
For now, we long for every person to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. We pray that everyone 
would repent while the Lord is patient with the 
world. But when He declares His final judgments, 
we will rejoice in the truth of His verdict. We will 
worship Him, for His righteousness has triumphed.  

How might God’s justice motivate us 
to promote justice in the world?

Day 1

Revelation 
19:1-21
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The assurance of victory is not because Satan is weak, 
but because Jesus is strong. Satan is mighty. He 
wages war on the church and against the kingdom 
of God, but His power is nothing compared to the 
immeasurable might of Christ. 

Christ has the power to chain Satan (vv. 2-3) and 
the power to destroy him forever (v. 10). One 
day, Jesus will rid the universe of Satan once and 
for all. Though we may wonder why He permits 
Satan to exist at all, there is no mystery over the 
final outcome. Christ reigns forever! Serve the 
victorious King.

How does Satan’s final defeat give 
you hope in spiritual warfare?

Day 2

Revelation 
20:1-15

Not only will Satan and sin be defeated forever, 
even the very effects of evil will be undone. Have 
you seen the end of the Disney movie Moana? 
From the ashes and destruction, life and beauty 
grow again. In a similar way, God’s salvation doesn’t 
merely bring an end to death and destruction, it 
undoes them. 

Everything the curse has touched will be touched 
by the healing hand of God. Just as Jesus’ presence 
brought healing everywhere He went in His earthly 
ministry, His future presence will bring healing to 
all of creation. Think about this on a personal level. 
How have you suffered loss? What has happened in 
your life that has been painful and destructive? The 
One who is seated on the throne will one day say, 
“Look, I am making everything new” (v. 5).

What do you look forward to seeing 
God undo in the new creation?

Day 3

Revelation 
21:1-27
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As you read through the description of the new 
creation, what stands out? It is a place where God 
reigns and where life and worship abound. Darkness 
has run away from the light of God’s presence. 

Because of all these things, we will be new. God’s 
people will be radiant with His glory. We will 
shine the light of God’s character through all the 
earth. No sin will ensnare. No temptation will take 
root. The victory of the gospel will be the eternal 
experience of every believer. So, press on in your 
fight against sin. The war has been won, and the 
victory will be yours forever.

How does knowing that you have 
victory in Christ change your fight 
against sin?

Day 4

Revelation 
22:1-5

What do you long for the most? What do you want 
more than anything? Jesus said, “Let the one who 
is thirsty come. Let the one who desires take the 
water of life freely” (v. 17). The deepest desires of 
the human heart can only be satisfied in Jesus, and 
the One who can satisfy the soul says to “come and 
drink freely” (v. 17).

The only thing that hinders you from life and joy 
is your own resistance to come and drink. Christ 
has removed every barrier and required no price, 
so come to Him every day and drink. When you 
do, you will develop a greater desire for Him. The 
prayer of your life will eventually be “come, Lord 
Jesus!” (v. 20). The one who has tasted knows what 
true life is and longs for the day when Jesus comes 
again, bringing eternal life and unending reward.

What keeps you from coming to Jesus 
every day? Do you want Jesus to 
come soon? Why or why not?

Day 5

Revelation 
22:6-21
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