
14 “Write to the angel of the church in Laodicea: 
Thus says the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the 
originator of God’s creation: 15 I know your works, 
that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were 
cold or hot. 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and 
neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomit you out of 
my mouth. 17 For you say, ‘I’m rich; I have become 
wealthy and need nothing,’ and you don’t realize that 
you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked. 
18 I advise you to buy from me gold refined in the 
fire so that you may be rich, white clothes so that 

you may be dressed and your shameful nakedness not 
be exposed, and ointment to spread on your eyes so 
that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and 
discipline. So be zealous and repent. 20 See! I stand 
at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with 
him, and he with me. 21 “To the one who conquers I 
will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as 
I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his 
throne. 22 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to 
what the Spirit says to the churches.”

Scripture

Revelation 3:14-22

Unit .36

Session .02

The Redeemer 
Calls His People 
Toward Renewal
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67. Repentance

Repentance is a response to God’s gracious 
call to salvation. It includes a genuine 
sorrow for one’s sin (Luke 5:1-11), a 
turning away from one’s sin toward Christ 
(Acts 26:15-20), and a life that reflects 
lasting change and transformation (Ps. 
119:57-60). It is the human counterpart 
to God’s work of regeneration; in other 
words, the human side of our conversion.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

How might it be both fearful and comforting for Jesus to know your works?

What made the Laodicean church 
lukewarm?
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67. Repentance

Repentance is a response to God’s gracious 
call to salvation. It includes a genuine 
sorrow for one’s sin (Luke 5:1-11), a 
turning away from one’s sin toward Christ 
(Acts 26:15-20), and a life that reflects 
lasting change and transformation (Ps. 
119:57-60). It is the human counterpart 
to God’s work of regeneration; in other 
words, the human side of our conversion.

 How is Jesus’ rebuke and discipline a form of love?

What does verse 20 teach us about the role that God plays and the role that 
we play in our spiritual growth?

Main Point
Jesus calls His 

people to recognize 
their need for Him. 

Christ Connection

Because the church is the bride of Christ for whom He died, Jesus cares 
deeply about its purity. The church experiences purification and renewal 
through recalling who Jesus is, recognizing sin, repenting of sin, and 
remembering the reward that awaits those who are faithful to the end.
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In Defense

David Platt has said, “A materialistic world will not be won to Christ by a 
materialistic church.”1 The church at Laodicea lived in a prosperous city and 
was prosperous itself, but its prosperity led to spiritual laziness. The church 
members were too at home in the present world, and it hindered their missional 
effectiveness. If the gospel doesn’t make us any different from the world, why 
should the people around us believe it? But when our lives match our message 
and Messiah—when it is evident that we are living for the life to come—then 
the truth of the gospel will be self-evident. A life that embodies our heavenly 
citizenship is a powerful witness to the truthfulness of the gospel.

His Story

How might this promise motivate us to fight against a lukewarm life?

What voices compete for our attention and distract us from listening 
to Jesus?

1. David Platt, Twitter post, March 14, 2013, 8:03 a.m., https://twitter.com/plattdavid/sta-
tus/312187199632330752
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Our Mission

Head

Why does prosperity often make people forget their need for God? 

How can someone who is affluent remember his or her need for God? 

Heart

When have you sensed yourself being lukewarm spiritually? 

How do we renew our zeal for God when we are lukewarm? 

Hands

Which area of your life is Jesus knocking on and speaking to? 

What are some temptations that you need to conquer to live for Christ?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

There is a repeated challenge to hold onto to 
Jesus in the letters to Pergamum and Thyatira. He 
wrote to Pergamum, “You are holding on to my 
name and did not deny your faith in me” (v. 13). 
He wrote to Thyatira, “hold on to what you have 
until I come” (v. 25).

There were many external forces in each city that 
were tempting them to let go of their faith. Idolatry 
and sexual immorality were prevalent in their 
cultures, enticing them away from Christ. These 
had even crept into the church (vv. 14, 20). When 
the world tempts us toward sin, we must hold 
tightly to the Savior. It will take all of our might 
and all of His grace, but He will supply what is 
needed to be faithful, and it will be worth it in the 
end (vv. 17, 26).  

How can you resist the things that try 
to pull you away from Jesus?

Day 1

Revelation 
2:12–29
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A key is a powerful thing; it both gives and restricts 
access. If you don’t have the right key, you can’t get 
through the door; but if you have the right key, 
what door could prevent you from entering? Jesus 
holds the keys. He opens doors that no one can 
shut and shuts doors that no one can open (v. 7). 

The early church had very little power (v. 8), and 
yet that did not prevent them from accomplishing 
their mission. We scramble for power that we do 
not need in order to accomplish God’s will. The 
church does not need political or social leverage. 
We do not need the surrounding culture to 
approve of us. We need to keep His word and not 
deny His name (v. 8). Jesus holds the keys, so walk 
with Him and you will have what you need to 
accomplish His mission.

What open doors are available for 
you to share Jesus with others?

Day 2

Revelation 
3:1-13

When my daughters were toddlers, they would 
insist on dressing themselves. Whether it was 
pajamas or princess dresses, they didn’t think they 
needed my help. But of course, they did. Their 
sleeves would turn inside out, or they would put 
their shirts on backwards. It was hard for them 
to stand and get their little legs in their pants 
without falling. Left to themselves, they would 
have been naked. 

The church at Laodicea had a similar attitude. They 
didn’t think they needed Jesus. They wanted to be 
independent and self-sufficient. But Jesus called 
them “naked” (v. 17). If we are going to live fruitful 
and effective lives for Christ, we must be clothed 
in His power. We must throw ourselves upon 
His grace and depend on Him to accomplish the 
mission He has given us.

What areas of life do you live like you 
don’t need God?

Day 3

Revelation 
3:14-18
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What image comes to mind when you think of love? 
You probably think of happy images like hearts and 
hugging, but sometimes love takes on a different 
demeanor. When my second child learned to ride 
a bike, the street seemed like a magnet. She would 
not stay in the driveway. Sometimes I would have 
to take her bike away for the afternoon or make her 
go inside until she would obey. 

These were forms of discipline, but they were also 
evidence of a parent’s love. I knew her tendency 
toward the street could be deadly for her. My rebukes 
showed how much I loved and treasured her. When 
Jesus rebukes His church, it is because He knows 
the seriousness of our sin. Whoever He loves, He 
rebukes, so we should eagerly turn from sin (v. 19).

What sins do you need to turn away 
from today?

Day 4

Revelation 
3:19-20

Warnings may keep us from sin in the short-term, 
but promises motivate obedience for the long-haul. 
Jesus addressed the churches about their sin and 
warned them to turn away from their sin, but He 
concluded each letter with a promise. 

The Christian life is a race that requires endurance. 
We are strengthened to press on when our eyes are 
on the finish line. The promise of victory motivates 
perseverance. Jesus endured and conquered, and 
those who belong to Him imitate His victory. If we 
will carry our crosses and die to self, we, too, shall 
take our seats with Him in glory.

How would you live differently if your 
focus was on the reward?

Day 5

Revelation 
3:21-22
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