
3 Dear friends, although I was eager to write you about 
the salvation we share, I found it necessary to write, 
appealing to you to contend for the faith that was 
delivered to the saints once for all. 4 For some people, 
who were designated for this judgment long ago, have 
come in by stealth; they are ungodly, turning the grace 
of our God into sensuality and denying Jesus Christ, 
our only Master and Lord. ... 12 These people are 
dangerous reefs at your love feasts as they eat with you 
without reverence. They are shepherds who only look 
after themselves. They are waterless clouds carried along 
by winds; trees in late autumn—fruitless, twice dead and 
uprooted. 13 They are wild waves of the sea, foaming 
up their shameful deeds; wandering stars for whom 
the blackness of darkness is reserved forever. 14 It was 
about these that Enoch, in the seventh generation from 
Adam, prophesied: “Look! The Lord comes with tens 
of thousands of his holy ones 15 to execute judgment 
on all and to convict all the ungodly concerning all the 
ungodly acts that they have done in an ungodly way, and 
concerning all the harsh things ungodly sinners have 

said against him.” 16 These people are discontented 
grumblers, living according to their desires; their mouths 
utter arrogant words, flattering people for their own 
advantage. 17 But you, dear friends, remember what 
was predicted by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
18 They told you, “In the end time there will be scoffers 
living according to their own ungodly desires.” 19 These 
people create divisions and are worldly, not having the 
Spirit. 20 But you, dear friends, as you build yourselves 
up in your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting 
expectantly for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ for 
eternal life. 22 Have mercy on those who waver; 23 save 
others by snatching them from the fire; have mercy on 
others but with fear, hating even the garment defiled by 
the flesh. 24 Now to him who is able to protect you 
from stumbling and to make you stand in the presence of 
his glory, without blemish and with great joy, 25 to the 
only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be 
glory, majesty, power, and authority before all time, now 
and forever. Amen.
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5. Authority of 
Scripture

Since the Bible is the inspired Word 
from God, God’s special revelation to 
humanity, the Bible is the ultimate 
standard of authority for the Christian. 
Because it is truthful in everything that it 
teaches, Scripture is humanity’s source for 
wisdom, instructing us on how to live life 
well to the glory of God. Submitting to 
the authority of Scripture means that we 
are to believe and obey God by believing 
and obeying His Word.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What were the false teachers doing to undermine the gospel?

How does misusing the gospel for 
sin deny Jesus?
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5. Authority of 
Scripture

Since the Bible is the inspired Word 
from God, God’s special revelation to 
humanity, the Bible is the ultimate 
standard of authority for the Christian. 
Because it is truthful in everything that it 
teaches, Scripture is humanity’s source for 
wisdom, instructing us on how to live life 
well to the glory of God. Submitting to 
the authority of Scripture means that we 
are to believe and obey God by believing 
and obeying His Word.

What do you think Jude meant when he called false teachers “waterless 
clouds” and fruitless trees (v. 12)?

What are the obvious signs that the false teachers aren’t true followers 
of Jesus?

Main Point
Christ protects the 
gospel through the 

vigilance of His church.

Christ Connection

Jude warned the early Christians about people who would create 
division by teaching false doctrine and engaging in sinful behavior. 
Jesus is the One who protects His people from stumbling and who 
will enable us to stand in the presence of His glory, blameless and with 
great joy.
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In Defense

Jude tells us to have mercy on those who waver in their faith and struggle with 
doubts (v. 22). This should frame our approach to apologetics in a number of 
ways. First, apologetics isn’t just for the world, but also for those who are in 
the church. Second, apologetics is as much about how we speak as it is about 
what we say. If the gospel is about embracing God’s grace and mercy, then His 
ambassadors should embody that message. Third, apologetics must come from 
a heart that desires to snatch people from the fire (v. 23). Gavin Ortlund says, 
“What is required is orthodoxy + love.”1 When we are compelled not by a zeal for 
winning, but a zeal for salvation, we will be able to do apologetics in a way that 
beautifies the gospel.

His Story

How do these verses show us that faith cannot be lived out by yourself?

Why can we be confident that our efforts to protect and build up the church 
will be worth it?

1. Gavin Ortlund, “Thoughts on Good, Evil, and Hell,” Soliloquium, September 6, 2013, https://gavi-
nortlund.com/2013/09/06/thoughts-on-good-evil-and-hell/.
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Our Mission

Head

How do we discern if something is worth fighting for? 

What are some examples of “hills to die on” and things that we can 
cordially disagree over?

Heart

How can we “contend for the faith” (v. 3) without being contentious, 
divisive people?

Why do you think we may struggle to stand for truth with the right spirit?

Hands

How are we tempted to misuse God’s grace as an opportunity for sin?

What would it look like to “keep yourselves in the love of God” (v. 21)?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Jude’s letter is a call to action to those who have been 
called by God. It is not merely written to professors, 
pastors, or preachers; it was written “to those who 
are the called, loved by God the Father and kept 
for Jesus Christ” (v. 1). That includes every believer. 
Each one has a responsibility to stand for the gospel. 

When we see the evil one busy, we must not sit idly 
by and watch. Christ calls us to stand and “contend 
for the faith that was delivered to the saints once for 
all” (v. 3). It’s all hands on deck! Look for ways to 
contribute to God’s mission, to stand up for what 
is right, and to resist the lies of Satan.  

How can you contend for the faith?

Day 1

Jude 
1-4
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The whole Bible tells one story—the story of 
God’s redemption of people through Jesus Christ. 
Because of this, Jude was able to pull examples from 
the Old Testament to challenge his New Testament 
audience to stand for the gospel. 

He reminded them of God’s judgments on the 
Israelites in the wilderness, fallen angels, and 
Sodom and Gomorrah. God’s judgments on those 
who rebelled against Him in the past serve as a 
warning to those who would rebel against Him in 
the present. Just as they did not get away with their 
rebellion, we won’t either. So, there’s an urgency to 
turn to His grace and live in the salvation He has 
brought us in Jesus.

How can we learn from those who 
sinned before to avoid their same 
mistakes?

Day 2

Jude 
5-7

Contrary to what society might try to tell you, it 
is very dangerous to follow your heart. Jude said 
that those who rebelled in the past acted on their 
instincts and were destroyed (v. 10). Our nature 
is sinful. Like Cain, we are prone to violence; like 
Balaam to greed; like Korah to rebellion. Our hearts 
must be brought in submission to Christ.

It is likewise dangerous to correct one who has gone 
astray with your own wisdom and authority. Jude 
gives the example of when Michael fought Satan 
and said, “The Lord rebuke you” (v. 9). The real 
power and authority is in God. So, we speak His 
Word. His Word changes our hearts and tears down 
the lies of the Devil.

Where might your own heart be 
leading you astray?

Day 3

Jude 
8-11
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What words come to mind when you think of an 
elephant? What about a porcupine? How about a 
shark? Each of these creatures has distinct features that 
reveal what it truly is. And so it is with those who are 
not true Christians. They are discontent, grumblers, 
prideful, and flatter others to get their way (v. 16).

What words come to mind when you try to describe 
a Christian? Hopefully, the fruit of the Spirit. That’s 
the life we should live—love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control. What describes you? The list in Jude 
or the list that looks like Jesus?

How can you overcome the sins in 
Jude 1:16 and develop the fruit of 
the Spirit?

Day 4

Jude 
12-19

On a construction site, there are many different 
kinds of tools. Some exist to tear down and destroy, 
while others are meant to build up and mend. In life, 
we can be the kind of people who use our words and 
actions to tear others down or to build them up. 

God wants us to build others’ faith, show mercy, 
and walk in His love (vv. 20-22). Like firemen, He 
wants us to snatch people from the flames (v. 23). 
God has called us to a dangerous and difficult task, 
but He is “able to protect you from stumbling” (v. 
24). Walk in the assurance of the gospel and use 
your life to build up, mend, and rescue others.

Do you use your words to tear others 
down or to build them up?

Day 5

Jude 
20-25
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