
 
 

Mission Trip to ASP Planned for October 
 

 
Appalachian Service Project was started in 1969 when Tex Evans, a United Methodist minister 
in Frakes, Kentucky, was able to connect the energy of youth with the deep needs of the poor.  
He recruited 50 teenagers and adult volunteers and by the end of that first summer, 4 families 
had houses that were safer, warmer and drier AND lives were changed forever.  Tex set the 
tone for what ASP is today: an extended family where laughter is king, relationships matter and 
changing the lives of families and volunteers is the highest priority of all.  
 
Since that beginning in 1969, ASP along with 440,000 volunteers, have repaired 19,000 homes 
in the Appalachian region.  Each year, more than 15,000 volunteers from all over the country 
come to our region and work to make houses warmer, safer, and drier for families in need. 
 
Even after 53 years, there is still a need for this ministry and service. 
 
In October of this year, a group from our church will join other volunteers in Jonesville, Va. to 
help continue the ministry started by Tex Evans.  We will leave the church the afternoon of 
Thursday, October 6, drive to the ASP Center in Jonesville where we will meet the other 
volunteers and get our assignment.  Friday and Saturday will be workdays.  There will be 
planned activities in the evening.  After breakfast on Sunday, we will come back home. 
 
The idea is for a relatively small group from our church to go, participate in a project, learn 
more about ASP and hopefully bring back inspiration to begin a real relationship with ASP and 
the service they provide.  It is a great way to connect the energy of our youth and experience of 
our adults with the real needs of families in our region. 
 
Please prayerfully consider coming on the trip in October, especially if you may be interested in 
serving as an Adult leader for what we hope will turn into multigenerational trips in the future.  
Construction type skills are certainly welcomed, but the single biggest qualification for the trip 
is a willingness to enter the communities and homes of people with sensitivity, concern and 
love, - accepting people right where they are and just the way they are. 
 
Here are some of the details for our October trip: 
 

• Leave church afternoon of Thursday, October 6 
• Arrive in Jonesville (a little over an hour’s drive), meet Volunteers, Staff and get 

assignment 



• Friday and Saturday are workdays 
• Return home Sunday morning, October 9 
• Cost is $140 per person (covers cost of materials and running the Center) 
• Adults will need to complete a background check (easy, online process) 
• We will need a vehicle(s) that holds at least 5 people to take our Work Crew(s) to 

the job site 
 
 
Please contact Allen Booth or Mike Strickler for more information and if you may be interested 
in participating in the ministry.   
 
Here is a link to the ASP YouTube page that will give you more information about what they do 
and the impact they have on people in our region. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/c/AppServProject/featured 
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