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Friends,
“Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the
earth.” The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.” (Psalm 46:10-11)
The Lord our God is indeed with us as God’s Spirit continues moving within the worship
life of Colonial Heights Presbyterian Church. Worship is at the very core of what we as
Christians do. It encompasses more than just the service we offer; it’s influenced by the
space we use, the ways in which we come together, and the very people who make up
the body of Christ.
Colonial Heights Presbyterian Church has long discussed about how best it might
worship together as a church family. Throughout the recent pastoral transition, church
leaders faithfully responded by beginning to wrestle with this important question. A
Mission Study was conducted in the fall of 2019 and published in early 2020 articulating
the various needs and desires for the congregation’s future. This study detailed a
shared desire to grow closer together, to create stronger ties between what had been
two services held in two different locations. This influenced the work of the Pastor
Nominating Committee and it was one of the first things I noticed about your ministry.
Since arriving in June, it has been a guide for me in my work to love and serve among
you.
The Session, with guidance from the Interim Pastor, created the Worship Review Task
force in the Spring of 2021 to evaluate and advise how we might best worship together
as a church family. After an intentional process of discernment, including conversations
with both the Worship Committee and Session, the Worship Task Force recommended
that we worship together as ONE church family. The goal is to create a culture of
worship that GLORIFIES GOD and is INVITING FOR ALL. Our worship should bring
people closer together; it should be warm and welcoming by reflecting the Christian
hospitality we are called to share; and it should embrace a variety of musical styles and
ensembles. God calls us to make a joyful noise in worship and this congregation has
been given many musical gifts to share to the glory of God.
The Session reviewed and prayed about this matter before attending a special called
meeting on July 25th and it gives me great joy to share with you that the Session
approved this recommendation unanimously.
To best foster this coming together as a united congregation, a new schedule for
Sunday mornings was approved, one that mirrors the theological pattern of our worship
within the Reformed Tradition:
(9:30 AM)

(10:00 AM)
(11:00 AM)

(11:45 AM)

Gathering and Passing the Peace of Christ:
An intentional time of fellowship, with coffee and snacks
available, within a convenient location outside to the
sanctuary.
Proclaiming God’s Word:
Worship within the sanctuary as one church family.
Responding with Grace and Gratitude:
A time for Sunday Schools and Small Groups, with occasional
all church gatherings like the sharing of a meal.
Sending out into the World

This new Sunday schedule will continue allowing us to grow closer as a community
following the season of social isolation we’ve endured. It will help us to practice the
hospitality we preach. It will ensure that our many volunteers will be able to balance our
call to serve while allowing for their spirits to be refilled.
Continued on page 2

I am excited to officially invite our entire congregation to live into this new way of worship beginning on Sunday,
August, 15th, during a special Rally Day service at 10:00 AM!
A time of fellowship will begin before service and we will host a congregational picnic after worship at 11:00 am under the
pavilion. Communication is an integral part of our communal life, and I will endeavor to keep you updated on this and the other
various aspects of our shared ministry. Please know that I am happy to speak with you or anyone else about this particular
matter. God has presented us with a wonderful opportunity to respond to the movement of God’s Spirit within our congregation.
Change is never easy, but we are not alone in this journey because we believe that the Lord our God is with us. With God’s
help, we can continue worshipping together in meaningful ways that do not divide us, but rather unite us! I invite you to read the
mission study and the Worship Review Task Force’s work on our website.
Please hold your church family and all of our church leaders in prayer as we joyfully begin this new adventure. We humbly
request that you help us to dream big and envision the possibilities as we start on this new journey together in the life of our
church.
Gratefully, Rev. J. David Randolph, Pastor and Head of Staff
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Prayer Requests
Joy Bierbaum, Emily Bowman (granddaughter of Janis Mullins), Leon Boyd, Joyce Callahan (Teresa Strickler’s mother), Justin
Campbell, Jim and Sue Fortney, Barbara Holt, Olivia Lowe (friend of Varina Hopper), Mary Lou McSpadden, Charles Mullins,
Janis Mullins, Beverly Shelton, Ginny Snow, Otis Thornton
Health Care/ Assisted Living Facilities
Gilly Bland, Verna Ernst, Anne Hertel, Evelyn Hill, Betty McMillin, Wayne & Millie Pruett

