
 

   
 
Dearest CHPC Family, 
 
This stewardship letter may be a little different than those of the past as I am writing to share the 
story of CHPC’s ministry, importance and blessing in my life. So here it goes: 
 
While expectantly watching the beginnings of the vibrant transformation of the fall foliage, I am 
reminded of the constancy of the seasons of change- the repetitive cycle of new growth providing 
summer’s shade then transforming to autumn’s glorious blaze of color that falls away to create the 
passage of light through on the darker days of winter. Last October, as we struggled with the 
continued isolation of the COVID-19 pandemic and the cancellation of more plans, we were looking 
forward to the Hope of Advent and a new year- thinking we will get out of 2020 and 2021 will be a 
better year. Surely, the situation had to improve - our children longed to play with their friends, we 
longed to hug our families and feel safe in our community. We wanted to be able to worship together 
in church with our congregation (despite the enjoyment of cozy couch seating). 
 
However, for the Crawford Thornton family, 2021 rolled in like 2020 with chip on its shoulder. Otis 
was diagnosed in January with a stage 4 Glioblastoma Multiforme, the most aggressive form of 
cancers which begin in the brain. Otis took on this news with great bravery, strength, and faith. He 
willingly underwent the testing, the surgery, the radiation, the chemotherapy, and the 
administrations of the bossy little woman in hope that he would get more time with all of us. We got 
seven months and we are so grateful for that time, although we had wished and prayed for so much 
more. 
 
I have been a part of CHPC for at least 16 years, having joined prior to the birth of my first daughter. 
Over that time, I have benefited from being loved by this church family so many times. When I was on 
bedrest with LillyBeth’s pregnancy, the Care Shepherds brought meals and unlimited big bags of 
books, all the while the prayers were going up for her safe and much later delivery. When our girls 
were young, the Parents of Preschooler’s group formed and supported us through those tumultuous 
days. When we moved Emmett’s mother into assisted living she was welcomed into church and 
learned to worship again after years of being away from God in that way. When our family was 
separated by divorce, we were still loved and supported, and the youth programs provided 
consistency to our girls. Wednesday night suppers kept us a fed and in fellowship.  
 
When Otis joined our family, he was also welcomed by our church and encouraged to be a part of the 
community, taking a small group leadership role. Otis then supported me in accepting the call to serve 
on Session and encouraged me to become more involved. He wanted me to not just hang around on 
the edges but to let the Spirit of God move me to help with our church.  
 



 
That brings us back to the past 9 months and the innumerous ways you at CHPC have ministered to 
our family. From the first moments of OT’s cancer diagnosis, members of this community were 
praying for him and our family. New masks were lovingly made to keep him safe from COVID-19 while 
he was out of the house. Food was miraculously provided for meals to feed our family. Hands, hearts 
and checkbooks were opened to help us with whatever we needed, including the countless hours of 
work that have been generously given to work on Otis’s labor of love – the Not so Tiny Texas Tree 
House project. We got to know people from church we had only seen in passing. Cards and 
encouraging notes arrived all spring – encouraging us and reminding us of God’s Love and that 
together in community we are so much stronger and able to weather the rough seas of life’s 
challenges. CHPC was there to welcome all the people to worship for Otis’s memorial service, and to 
help minister with drinks and cookies. I truly cannot express the immense gratitude I have for our 
church and all of you who are part of it. Thank you so very much for sharing so much with us and 
allowing us to be held aloft until the ground was firm enough for us to be set back down.  
 
Now, as the cycle of the Seasons comes back around and we are without Otis’s wisdom, wit, and 
humor, we can continue to share his passion for God’s never-ending Grace and Compassion for 
humanity. As the earth begins another orbit around the sun, we have more opportunities to celebrate 
the Joy of the that Hope with others. Our church is in the fast-moving currents of change that I pray is 
being driven by God’s loving breath upon us. I hope that with the leadership of our new pastor, and 
the continued dedication of our members, we are able to live our vision to carry out our mission as a 
church guided by God’s plan and our passion for Christ. I pray we aspire to be purposeful in having 
meaningful worship, praying for others, living intentional hospitality, creating fellowship that fosters 
strong connections with our members and the community, providing education and study that 
challenge us to grow in our faith and discipleship, doing service projects that enable everyone to use 
their gifts to make a difference, and by spreading the good news of Jesus Christ.  
 
As we enter our Stewardship season, I invite you to look at the Church’s finances in a new way. Our 
church budget is not a list of expenses but rather a summary of opportunities! This a way for us to 
both be involved and financially support this needed ministry of love and service. With gratitude for 
all God has done for us, please join me in prayerfully considering how God is calling each of us to 
support the mission of Colonial Heights Presbyterian Church.  
 
Thank you for being such a wonderful part of this church community and for your continued 
commitment to being the Love of God to people in need- where they are and as they are. Our 
transparency brings us closer to one another. We are so much more when we collaborate with each 
other- we can transform lives- sharing HOPE when there seems to be little to find. Thank you for 
doing what you can to continue to support our church, our members, our community, and our world. 
Together we can do this.  
 
With ALOT of gratitude and affection, 
 

 
 

Amylyn Crawford 


